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PREFACE. 


HTH  E  following  fermom  are  the  gemi'me 
remains  of  one  ivhofe  difti?2guijhed  worth 
and  ability  jiijlly  intitled  him  to  a  high  degree 
of  the  public  regard.  He  was  ordained  a 
minifler  of  the  church  of  Scotland  iji  iJ27  > 
and  for  four  years  remained  in  the  charge  of 
Monimail  \  whence  he  was  tranflated tolvi" 
verelk .  When  hefirfl  entered  on  that  large 
and  populous  charge^  he  had  no  little  oppofition 
and  prejudice  to  encounter.  But  his  merit 
wasno  fooner  known ^  than  it  furmounted  every 
prejudice  -,  and  in  a  floort  time,  his  warmefl 
oppofers  became  his  mojl  zealous  friends .  From 
his  firfl  appearance  in  a  public  ftation^  his 
chara5ier  co?itinuing  uniformly  to  rife  in  the 
jufl  efieem  of  the  worlds  he  had  not  been  long 
fettled  in  Inverefk,  till  he  received  an  invi^ 
tat  ion  to  the  chair  of  divinity  prof effor  in  the 
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Marifchal  college  of  Aberdeen  5  which  he 
declined  to  accept  -,  and  in  iJ^J^  was  called 
to  be  one  of  the  minijlers  of  Edinburgh.  In 
all  the  congregations  of  which  he  had  the 
charge,  no  ?nan  could  be  more  regarded  and 
beloved  than  he  was  by  perfons  of  all  ranks. 
His  behaviour  was  in  everj  rejpeci  fuited  to 
the  dignity  of  the  f acred  character  5  fullied  by 
no  meannefsy  and  720  vice.  He  was  of  a  gene- 
rous open  fpirit ;  a  warm  friend  \  endowed 
with  a  clear  under flanding^  afoundhead^  and 
an  upright  heart.  A  noble  indignation  at 
whatever  was  bafe  or  dishonourable,  a?2d  a 
firm  and  bold  adhei'-ence  tojujlice  andhojiefty, 
difingidjljed  his  charaB'er.  As  thefe  manly 
qualities:,  joined  with  thorough  good  fenfe, 
commanded  the  highejl  ejleem  3  fo  his  open 
candour^  and  foci  al  humane  difpoftion  attached 
many  perfonal  jriends  to  him,  and  gained  the 
off eB ion  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  his  preach- 
ing *he  was  remarkably  a'nimated,  and  per^ 
fwafve,  Ihat  fpirit  and  fire  which  difiin- 
guifided  his^  manner,  commanded  the  profound 
attention  of  every  audience :  he  fpoke  with 

all 
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all  the-  energy  of  one.  "who  deeply  felt  what  Ije 

inctilcat(^d  on  others.     He  applied  hi?nfelf  to 

ftudy  the  conjittiition  of  the  church  of  "which 

he  ims..  a  rnember  ;  and  inits  judicatories  his 

fentiments  were  highly,   regarded,    .He  .bad 

that  weight  with  all  the  different  contending 

parties  which  the.grmteji  ah  Hi  ties,  can  only 

acqtdre,  "when  they  arefupportedby  enti)x\and 

approved  integrity, .  -^  ^%hts  qualified  for  being 

cxte?jfively  iifeful^  and  aSifig  an  emirient\(^}iii 

confpiciious  part  in  that  fphere  which  belonged 

to  him,  a  port  illnefi  put  a  period  to  his  life 

in  the  forty  third  year  of  his  age.     So  im- 

timely  a  deathy  in  the  midji  of  thofe  hopes 

which  were  jujlly  formed  of  him^  was  matter 

not  only  of  private  affli^don  to  his  friends^ 

but  of  public  forrow, 

HIS  ferjnons  which  are  now  printed  ap- 
pear under  confiderable  difadv  ant  ages,  They 
were  not  intended  for  the  prefs.  Tho  often 
follicited^  he  coidd  not  be  prevailed  on  to  con^ 
fent  to  the  publication  of  any  of  them.  His 
papers  were  found  in  dijorder  ^  and  they  want 

all 


PREFACE. 

all  the  advantage  of  the  Author'' s  fini/hing 
hand:  yetjiill^  the  reader  will  fold  in  them 
Juch  an  excellent  fir ain  of  rational  devotioUy 
found  thought  and  clear  reafoningy  as  gives 
ground  to  expe6i^  that  they  will  contribute  to 
ferve  the  inter efi  of  true  piety  and  religion : 
and  'tis  hopedy  it  will  be  no  difadvantage  to 
their  reception  with  the  worlds  that  they  are . 
fublifhed  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Carmichael. 
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S  E  R  M  O  N  I. 

Of  the  Obstacles  to  Progrefs 
m  Rel  iGioN. 


Heb.  xii.  I, 
Let  us  lay  ajide  every  weight 


WHEN  we  refledt  on  the  great  va-  Sfrm* 
riety  of  motives  and  incitements,  ^' 
that  are  fet  before  us,  to  perfuade  us  to 
conftancy  and  zeal  in  the  fervice  of  God, 
it  muft  be  matter  of  furprize  to  obferve 
how  little  influence  they  have  upon  our- 
felves  or  others.  Every  principle  of  ac- 
tion is  wrought  upon,  every  paffion  in 
our  breafts  is  applied  to  s  every  thing,  in 
Ihort,  that  has  power  to  move  the  heart 
of  man,  is  adduced  to  perfuade  us  to  a 
chearful  obedience:  and  yet  how  little 
A  pro- 
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Serm.  progrefs  do  we  make  in  holinels  and  good- 
,  _•  nefs  !  how  lukewarm,  or  rather  how  cold 
are  we  in  our  religious  endeavours !  how 
inconftant  and  variable  in  our  obedience! 
and  how  far  fhort  do  we  come,  in  our 
practice,  of  the  rules  and  precepts  of  that 
holy  religion  which  we  profefs !  A  con- 
duft  fo  inconfillent  with  reafon  as  this 
muft  certainly  proceed  from  our  enter- 
taining fome  falfe  principles  and  miftaken 
notions  of  things,  the  unhappy  influence 
of  which  tends  to  defeat  all  the  motives 
of  the  gofpel ;  or  from  our  indulging  our- 
felves  in  a  carelefs  indolence,  and  not  du- 
ly ftriving  againft  that  wrong  biafs  and 
corruption  of  nature,  which  of  itfelf  in- 
deed is  a  mighty  hindrance  to  our  grow- 
ing  in  grace^  and  perfeBing  holinefs  in  the 
fear  of  God,  It  muft  therefore  be  a  mat- 
ter of  great  concern  and  moment  to  all  of 
us,  to  know  what  are  thofe  falfe  prin- 
ciples, thofe  mifchievous  impediments, 
which  fo  much  obftrudt  our  growth  and 
progrefs  in  religion  5    that  being  warned 

and 
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and  armed  againft  them,  we  may  hence-  Serm. 
forth  be  conjlant  and  immovable,  and  a-  -'■• 
bcundi?2g  in  the  "work  of  the  Lord,  To 
give  you  a  brief  reprefentation  of  them„ 
is,  what,  by  the  affiftance  of  God,  I  pro- 
pofe  from  the  words  now  read,  Let  us  lay 
afide  every  iveight. 

The  Apoftle  is  here  fpeaking  of  the 
Chriftian  life,  under  the  notion  of  a 
race  3  alluding  to  the  public  fports  of  that 
kind,  which  were  performed  with  fo 
much  folemnity  and  pomp  by  the  antient 
Greeks  and  Romans^  in  honour  of  their 
gods.  The  faints  already  glorified,  a 
noble  catalogue  of  whom  he  gives  us  in 
the  preceeding  chapter,  the  apoftle  con- 
iiders  as  the  witnefTcs  of  this  race,  who, 
by  their  example,  inftrud:  us  how  we  are 
to  behave  in  it  5  and  by  their  fuccefs  af- 
ford us  the  encouraging  hope^  that  if  we 
follow  their  fteps,.  we  fhall  afliiredly  ob- 
tain the  fame  crown.  From  this  he  ex- 
horts us  to  lay  afide  every  weighty  and  the 
A  2  Jin 
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Serm.  Jin  that  doth  more  eofily  befet  us^  and  to  run 
with  patiefice  the  race  that  is  Jet  before  iis: 
where,  by  every  weighty  we  are  evident- 
ly to  underftand  every  thing  that  will  ftop 
or  retard  us  in  running  the  race;  every 
thing,  in  fhort,  that  may  be  a  hinderancc 
to  us  in  making  that  progrefs  in  the  reli- 
gious life,  and  advancing  towards  that 
perfection  of  holinefs  which  the  laws  of 
Chrift  require. 

What  I  have  in  view  then  from  thefe 
words  is,  both  to  point  out  the  princi- 
pal impediments  of  our  ftedfaftnefs  and 
growth  in  religion,  and  to  hint,  as  I  go 
along,  the  proper  means  of  our  ftriving 
againft  them  with  advantage  and  fuccefs. 
The  fubjedt  is  large  and  extenfive,  and  I 
am  abundantly  fenfible,  how  much  I  muft 
need  the  pardon  of  the  judicious  hearer, 
for  the  defeftivenefs  of  what  I  can  offer 
upon  it,  within  the  bounds  of  this  dif- 
courfe. 

The 
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TuEfrJl  particular  I  fhall  mention,  as  Serm. 
being  a  very  confiderable  hinderance  and       •^• 
impediment  to  us  in  the  fervice  of  God,  is 
our  entertaining  loofe  notions  of  religion. 

There  are  many  who  imagine  that 
zeal  in  the  fervice  of  God  is  an  excefs 
of  righteoufnefs ;  and  that  moderation, 
which  is  in  other  cafes  fo  highly  com- 
mendable, cannot  in  this  deferve  blame. 
They  are  refolved  to  have  their  religion  fit 
eafy  upon  them,  and  can  fee  no  neceffity  of 
their  ftill  growing  in  grace^  and  ftriving 
after  perfedlion  in  holinefs.  They  hope 
to  fave  their  fouls  from  hell,  and  are  con- 
tented to  forfeit  any  higher  degrees  of  blifs, 
that  may  be  the  rev/ard  of  a  more  trouble- 
fome  and  laborious  religion.  Hence,  a- 
mong  many  profeffing  Chriftians,  fervency 
and  warmth  in  devotion,  humility,  pover- 
ty of  fpirit,  felf-denial,  and  mortification 
are  fo  far  from  being  vifible  in  their  prac- 
tice, that  they  feem  almoft  to  have  loft 
the  Aery  notion  of  them* 


r    f.    ] 
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Serm.        But  let  the  men  who  are  capable  of 
^v      fuch  thoughts   take    care   left   they   be 
widely  miftaken  in  their  notions  of  religi- 
on.    The  nature  of  things  is  not  to  be 
altered  by  their  fancies,  and  God  will  not 
be  mocked.     If  we  would  deal  fincerely 
with  ourfelves,  (as  in  this  cafe  particular- 
ly it  highly  concerns  us  to  do)  we  muft 
form  our  thoughts  of  religion,  not  from 
our  own  corrupt  inclinations,  not  from  the 
opinions,  manners,  and  fafliions  of  a  de- 
generate world,  but  from  the  fcriptures  of 
truth,  and  the  declarations  of  God  him- 
felf.  For  this  purpofe,  let  us  confider  the 
great  end  of  religion,  as  therein  held  forth 
to  usj   which  is  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God,  and  the  good  of  mankind,  to  raife  us 
above  the  world  and  the  flefh,  to  make  us 
delight  in  pleafures  fpiritual  and  refined  -, 
and  from  thence  we  may  judge  how  far 
our  conceptions  of  religion  fuit  with  thefe 
purpofes,  and  come  up  to  thefe  great  ends. 
Let  us  confult  the  word  of  God,  and  there 
we  will  find  fuch  repeated  exhortations 

to 
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to  diligence  and  earneftnefs,  to  a  conflant  Serm. 
watchfulnefs,  to  fear  and  trembling,  to  ^J^ 
patience  and  ftedfaftnefs,  as  are  diredtly 
oppofite  to  that  eafy  and  ^lazy  religion, 
beyond  which  too  too  many  never  afpire. 
Let  us  confider  the  lives  of  the  difciples 
and  apoflles  of  Chrill,  and  the  firft  pro- 
feflbrs  of  our  holy  faith,  whofe  example 
we  are  commanded  to  ftudy  and  imitate  ^ 
and  there  we  will  fee  what  virtues  and 
graces,  what  labours  and  ftrivings  are 
neceffary  to  obtain  that  incorruptible  crown 
which  they  are  poffefTed  of.  With  what 
earneftnefs  did  thefe  true  fervants  of  the 
blefl'ed  Jefus  prefs  forwards  towards  the 
mark?  With  what  courage,  nay  joy,  did 
they  take  up  their  crofs^  and  follow  him  ? 
How  frequent  and  fervent  was  their  devo- 
tion ?  how  noble  and  generous  their  chari- 
ty ?  What  grace,  what  humility  {hone  forth 
in  all  their  converfation  ?  The  true  fpirlt 
ofChriftianity  difcovered  itfelf  in  all  they 
faid  and  did,  and  the  virtues  of  their  lives 
as  eminently  diftinguifh'd  them  from  the 

reft 
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Serm.    reft  of  the  world,  as  their  faith  and  belief 
j^,^   Then  did  Chriftians  truly  overcome  the 
world,  and  live  above  the  body.     Then 
did  they  indeed  by  the  fpirit  wait  for  the 
hope  ofrighteoufnefs  by  faith,  and  the  crofs 
of  Chriftwas  more  delightful  to  them, 
than  all  the  eafe  and  honour,  the  pride 
and  pleafureofafinful  life.    And  can  we, 
my  friends,  compare  our  lives  with  theirs, 
and  fit  down  contented  with  fuch  poor 
and  low  attainments  ?  Can  we  put  them  in 
the  balance  againft  ourfelves,  and  will 
not  the  inequality  put  us  out  of  counten- 
ance ?  Do  we  indeed  profefs  the  fame  re- 
ligion with  them?  are  we  under  the  fame 
obligations  ?   do  we  expeft  and  look  for 
the  fame  reward  ?    and  yet  are  our  lives 
fo  widely  different  from  theirs  ?  Well  may 
we  bluft  at  our  being  left  fo  far  behind, 
and  fcarcely  have  the  confidence  to  call 
our  felves  by  the  fame  name,  or  to  look 
for  the  fame  inheritance  with  them. 

We>  alas!  have  endeavoured  to  enlarge 

the 
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the  way  to  heaven,  and  widen  the  gate  Serm. 
that  leadeth  unto  life.      We  pleafe  our-       ■^* 
felves  with  more  eafy  fchemes  of  religion, 
with  fuch  as  are  accommodated  to  our 
own  humours  and  fancies,  and  to  the 
modes  and  fafhions  of  a  backflidine  aee, 
rather  than  to  the  precepts  and  example 
of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles.    But  w^hatever 
vain  notions  we  may  form,  our  religion  is 
ftill  the  fame,   as  in  thofe  early  ages  of 
Chriftianity  j    and  the  conditions  of  the 
divine  love  and  favour  have  undergone  no 
change  lince  then.     Then  were  Chriili- 
ans  called  to  a  continual  warfare,  to  a 
conftant  vigilance  and  wreftling  with  nu- 
merous furrounding  foes  -,  and  the  crown 
of  vidory  was  promifed  to  him  alone, 
who  endured  to  the  endy  2inA  fought  the  good 
fight  of  faith.     Our  fituation  is  not  more 
fecure  than  theirs  j  our  ftruggle  muft  be 
as  great  3  nor  mufl  we  exped  to  attain  to 
the  reward   on  eafier  terms  than  thev. 
But  then, 

Secondl)\ 
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Serm.         Secondly^  As  there  are  Ibme  who  are 


I. 


thus  deceived  with  loofe  notions  of  rehgi- 
on,  and  who  flatter  themfelves  that  there 
is  no  ileceffity  for  fo  much  diligence  and 
zeal  in  the  fervice  of  God ;  fo  there  are 
others,  who  look  upon  this  perfection  of 
hoUnefs  required  in  the  gofpel,  as  what  is 
abfolutely  impoffible  for  human  nature. 
This  is  another  great  weight  and  hinder- 
ance,  and  a  defpair  of  ever  fucceeding  in 
our  duty  difcourages  us  from  labouring 
after  it. 

Many  forming  their  judgment  of 
things  upon  the  weaknefs  and  corruption 
of  human  nature,  and  the  defeds  and  in- 
firmities which,  no  doubt,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  beft  of  men,  conceive  of  that  per- 
fedlion  required  of  Chriftians  as  a  chime- 
rical imaginary  thing,  which  it  never  was 
in  the  power  of  man  to  come  up  to. 
They  will  acknowledge  indeed,  that,  con- 
fidering  how  very  ready  men  are  to  come 
fliort  of  their  duty,  it  is  but  fit  and  rea- 

fonable 
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ionablc,  that  the  rule  prefcrlbed  to  them  Serm. 
fliould  be  exad  and  ftridl,  and  that  they  I- 
ihould  be  ftrongly  prefTed  to  a  full  con- 
formity to  it  5  but  at  the  fame  time,  they 
are  perfuaded,  that  this  is  an  attainment 
vaftly  too  high  for  mortal  man  to  aim  at. 
Many  there  are,  who  engage  in  the  Chri- 
ilian  life  with  great  zeal  and  vigour ;  they 
are  mighty  fanguine  in  their  refolutions, 
and  without  having  counted  the  coil,  and 
reckoned  upon  the  difficulties  before  them, 
they  promife  themfelves  that  all  will  be 
fair  and  eafy :  but  no  fooner  they  encoun- 
ter temptations  and  trials,  and  begin  to 
feel  their  own  weaknefs,  and  the  power 
of  the  enemy,  than,  behold  !  they  ftand 
furprized  and  amazed^  their  fpirits  droop, 
their  courage  fails  them  ;  after  a  fliort 
ftruggle  they  give  up  the  caufe  as  loft : 
and  now  they  perfuade  themfelves,  that 
the  way  is  unpaffable,  which  before  they 
believed  to  be  fo  fmooth  and  plain,  and  ei- 
ther make  a  hafty  retreat,  or,  at  leaft,  ne- 
ver attempt  to  make  any  further  progrefs. 

But 
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Serm.  But  let  us  examine  the  matter  to  the 
^*  bottom,  and  perhaps  we  fhall  find,  that  it 
is  an  inward  averlion  to  the  life  and  exer- 
cife  of  virtue,  rather  than  any  real  belief 
of  unfurmountable  difficulties  in  religion, 
that  has  given  rife  to  fuch  apprehenfions 
as  thefe.  Let  us  diligently  fearch,  if  this 
be  not  an  artful  excufe,  a  plaufible  pre- 
tence for  our  coldnefs  or  lukewarmnefs  in 
the  practice  of  Chriftianity,  that  the  ho- 
linefs  it  requires  is  altogether  impradi- 
cable.  But  if  we  have  really  impofed  on 
ourfelves  by  fuch  a  falfe  notion  as  this, 
let  us  refleft, 

i/Z,  That  the  chief  difficulties  in  re- 
ligion  commonly  occur  at  our  firft  en^ 
trance  upon  it ;  and  yet  thefe  muft  be  con- 
quered, if  we  would  not  periffi  for  ever* 
The  nearer  we  approach  to  that  perfefti- 
on  in  holinefs  which  is  required  of  us,  re- 
ligion becomes  ftill  the  more  eafy,  de- 
lightful and  pleafant.  If  with  bravery 
and  refolution  we  go  on,    we  fliall  find 

the 
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the  yoke  of  Chrijl  ftill  more  eafy^  and  his  Serm. 
burden  more  light ;  and  we  fhall  foon  at-  J- 
tain  to  the  joyful  experience,  that  the  ways 
ofwifdom  are  pleafantnefs^  and  that  all  her 
paths  are  peace »  If  we  go  forth  weepings 
bearing  the  precious  feed^  wejhall  return  re- 
joici?2g^  bearing  ourjheaves  with  us.  Thus 
you  know  it  is  in  common  life  ^  a  condi- 
tion, which  at  firft  appears  extremely  bur- 
denfome,  will  in  fome  time  become  more 
tolerable,  and  at  length  perhaps  fo  agree- 
able, that  it  is  not  without  regret  we  can 
think  of  a  change.  But  how  much  more 
muft  this  be  the  cafe  in  religion,  which 
is  the  only  fource  of  real  and  lafting  plea- 
fure,  and  carries  our  happinefs  here  to  as 
great  a  height,  as  the  imperfefc  ftate  we 
are  now  placed  in  can  well  admit.  It  Is 
not  with  religion,  as  it  is  with  the  plea- 
fures  of  fin :  the  more  we  tafte  of  thefe, 
the  more  we  muft  needs  deipife  themr 
But  religion,  the  more  acquaintance  we 
have  with  it,  the  more  we  find  in  it  of 
real  and  fubftantial  worth  s  it  more  than 

anfwers 
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Serm.  anfwers  all  our  expedtations,  and  outdoes 
^*  our  hieheft  hopes.  Let  us  not  then  fit 
down  difpirited  on  account  of  any  difficul- 
ties vv'e  may  meet  with  in  the  beginning 
of  our  journey ;  but  let  \xs  forget  the  things 
that  are  behind ^  and  reach  forth  to  the  things 
that  are  before.  Let  us  quit  ourfehes  like 
meuy  and  be  jlrong',  for  confider  in  the  ; 

2^  place,  that  it  is  God  that  worketh 
in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafure  *, 
We  may  look  on  the  religion  of  Chrift 
as  a  religi'on  fitter  for  angels  than  men^ 
and  on  the  exalted  holinefs  which  it  re- 
quires as  altogether  above  our  power  in 
our  prefent  weak  and  corrupted  ftate :  but 
our  ability  to  give  obedience  to  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  gofpel,  is  not  to  be  meafured 
by  our  own  ftrength,  but  by  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  the  all-fufficien- 
cy  of  the  divine  grace,  which  is  promif- 
ed,  fecured,  and  offered  to  us.  Our  war- 
fare indeed  is  dangerous,  our  duty  is  difH- 

*  Philip,  ii.  13. 
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cult,  and  our  wifdom  and  courage  are  but  Serm. 
fmall  3  but  we  are  not  called  to  go  out  in-  ^' 
to  this  warfare  at  our  own  charges,  de- 
pending on  our  own  fortitude  and  con- 
duft  alone  j  we  have  fuperior  aid  and  af- 
liftance  provided  for  us,  through  which 
we  fliall  be  more  than  conquerors.  Let  us 
not  then  harbour  in  our  breafts,  thofe 
timorous  and  difpiriting  apprehenfions, 
which  fpring  from  an  evil  root.  But  when 
the  dangers  and  difficulties  of  the  Chrifti- 
an  life  are  ready  to  difmay  us,  let  us  re- 
fled:,  that  through  Chrifl  jirengtbejiing  m 
we  Jkall  be  able  to  do  all  things  *.  And  let 
us  often  call  to  mind,  when  we  are  tempt- 
ed to  turn  our  back  on  religion,  that  hea- 
ven is  a  cheap  purchafe,  how  dear  foever 
it  may  coft  us :  that  we  are  not  our  own 
mafters;  that  there  is  a  God  above  us, 
who  has  affigned  us  our  poft  and  flation, 
and  to  whom  we  are  accountable  for  our 
behaviour  in  it  j  that,  in  fliort,  whether 
we  will  or  will  not,  we  muft  either  fub- 

*  Philip,  iv.   13. 
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Serm.  mit  to  the  felf-denial  and  mortification  of 
I-  religion,  or  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  end- 
lefs  plagues  and  punifhments  of  fin.  Let 
us  then  no  longer  obje6t  and  difpute,  but 
with  faith  and  patience  be  followers  of  thofi 
who  inherit  the  fromifes.  They  went 
through  honour  and  difhonour,  profpe- 
rity  and  adverfity,  good  report  and  bad 
report,  till  they  arrived  at  the  blelfed  reft 
referved  for  the  people  of  God.  The 
fame  glorious  prize  is  ftill  propofed  to  us, 
the  lame  affiftances  are  offered  to  us,  our 
difficulties  are  no  greater  than  theirs.  Let 
us  not  then,  through  a  daftardly  fear  or 
through  miftaken  notions  of  things,  for- 
feit our  fhare  in  that  blifs,  which  they  are 
now  poffeffed  of. 

^dly^  Another  great  hinderance  and 
impediment  to  our  making  progrefs  in  re- 
ligion, and  running  our  race  with  patieticef 
is  a  mixture  of  infidelity;  the  weaknefs 
or  the  want  of  faith  in  the  declarations 
and  promifes  of  God. 

This 
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This  was  evidently  the  cafe  of  the  If-  Serm. 
raelites  in  the  wildernefs  3   their  doubting       I. 
of  the  promifes  of  God  was  the  fource  of  ^^^*^^ 
all  their  backflidings  -,   and  hence  flowed 
their  frequent  revolts  to  idolatry,  which 
kindled  the  divine  wrath  againft  them. 
It  is  to  be  feared,  that  this  is  the  cafe  of 
too  many  Chriftians,    and  that  their  un- 
fruitfulnefs  and  lukewarmnefs  in  religion 
may  frequently  be  traced  back  to  the  fame 
origin  and  fpring,   namely,   a  tincture  of 
unbelief.     Are  not  the  profperity  of  the 
wicked,  and  the  afflidions  of  the  righte- 
ous,  apt  fometimes  to  weaken  our  belief 
of  Providence  ?  Are  we  not  thereby  tempt- 
ed to  fay,  as  it  is  in  'Job^  What  advantage 
Jhall  it  be  to  us^  and  "what  profit  Jhall  we  ^ 

have^  if  we  are  cleanfed from  our  Sins  ?*  May 
we  not  often  find  a  fecret  doubt  lurking  in 
our  breafts,  whether  religion  be  the  true 
bleffednefs  of  life ;  and  whether  there  be 
that  delight  and  pleafure  in  the  pradice 
of  righteoufnefs,  which  the  fcripture  af- 

*  Job  XXXV.  3. 
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Serm,  firms  that  there  is  ?  Whatever  we  profefs 
^-  to  believe  of  an  inheritance  above,  of  a 
treafure  in  heaven,  does  not  the  condu(5l  of 
too  many  plainly  fliow,  that  they  look  on 
it  as  the  wifer  courfe  to  fecure  at  any  rate 
theirportion  and  their  treafure  here?  Diredt 
and  open  infidelity  has  not,  I  hope,  as 
yet  fpread  its  contagion  widely  -,  but  have 
not  the  objeftions  of  adverfaries  againft  our 
holy  faith,  and  the  moft  important  articles 
thereof,  been  often  received  by  men  with 
^  fecret  fatisfadlion,  which,  even  to  them- 
felves,  they  durft  not  avow  ?  Have  they  not 
fometimes  been  employ 'd  to  bear  down 
therifings  of  confcience,  and  to  footh  men 
in  a  carelefs,  or  even  in  a  diffolute  life  r 
Have  not  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe,  that  the 
way  to  happinefs  may  be  more  broad  and 
fmooth  than  it  is  reprefented  in  the  Gofpel^ 
that  God  will  receive  us  into  heaven  upon 
fofter  and  milder  terms  ^  that  he  will  not 
execute  judgment  with  that  rigour  which 
he  has  threaten'd  5  that  tho'  he  is  a  fevere 

law- 
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lawgiver,  yet  he  will  not  be  fuch  a  terrible  Serm* 
judge  ',  have  not,  I  fay,  fuch  thoughts  as  !• 
thefe  fometimes  found  a  welcome  recep- 
tion in  the  minds,  even  of  profefling  Chri- 
ftians  ?  and  have  they  not  had  an  unhappy 
influence  on  their  life  and  condud:?  When 
the  woj'-d  preached  doth  not  profit^  fo  as  to 
make  us  zealous^  and  fo  abound  iiz  good  works ^ 
it  is  becaufe  it  is  not  mingled  with  a  due 
meafure  oi  faith ^  in  thofe  that  hear  it.  * 
Did  we,  my  brethren,  truly  believe  the 
revelation  of  God  -,  were  his  promifes  and 
threatnings  evident  and  prefent  to  us  by 
faith,  tho'  diflant  in  themfelves ;  it  is  im- 
poflible  but  they  muft  affedt  and  move  us 
in  a  different  manner,  render  us  more  ear- 
neftly  watchful  to  avoid  thofe  paths  that 
lead  to  deftrudion,  kindle  in  us  more 
vehement  defires,  and  produce  in  us 
ftronger  endeavours  after  that  holinefs, 
without  which  no  man  fJjall  fee  the  Lord, 
or  tafte  of  the  celeftial  blifs.  We  fee  how 
the  profpefl:  of  gain  captivates  the  covetous, 

*  Heb.  17.  z 
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Serm.  the  cxpe(3ation  of  pleafure  inflames  the 
■*  •  voluptuous,  the  fight  of  vanity  and  grandeur 
elates  the  proud,  and  the  hope  of  glory 
fires  the  ambitious  -,  and  fhould  not  the 
charms  of  holinefs  and  goodnefs  have  the 
fame,  nay  rather  a  greater  power  over  the 
true  Chriftian  ?  fliould  not  the  profped  of 
the  heavenly  crown  animate  and  infpire  his 
foul?  fhould  not  the  hope  of  the  eternal  frui- 
tion of  God  have  fuch  a  commanding  in- 
fluerxe  on  him,  as  to  make  him  regulate 
the  whole  of  his  life  and  converfation 
with  a  view  to  this  glorous  end  ?  The  pro- 
mifes  of  God  are  fm'Qly  great  and  predcus, 
and  if  they  work  not  mightily  on  our  minds, 
it  is  not  thro*  the  want  of  excellence  in 
them,  but  want  of  faith  in  us.  Let  us  then, 
with  the  Patriarchs  of  old,  tho'  we  have 
hot  yet  received  the  promifes,  yd  feeing  them 
afar  off^  be  perfnaded  of  and  embrace  them. 
Let  us  have  refpeB  unto  the  recompence  of 
reward^  being  fully  perfuaded  that  what 
God  hath  promifed^  he  is  alfo  able  to  perform. 
Let  us  ho  Id f aft  the  prof effton  of  our  faith  with- 
out 
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out  wavering  y  and  as  many  deceivers  have  Serm. 
cfitefd  into  the  worlds  and  fcoffers  in  thefe  ^* 
OMv  laji  daySy  who  walk  after  their  own  lujis^ 
and  fay  y  where  is  the  promife  of  his  coming^ 
take  heed  to  yourielves,  that  ye  be  not  en- 
fnared  by  following  them^  take  heed  left 
ye  alfo  be  led  away  by  the  error  of  the  wicked 
fo  as  to  fall  from  your  ownftedfaJlnefs»  They 
fpeak  to  thrujlyou  out  of  the  way,  which  the 
Lord  your  God  hath  commanded  you  to  walk  in-y 
take  heed  lejl  there  be  in  you  an  evil  heart 
of  unbelief  in  departing  fro?n  the  living  God, 
Let  it  be  our  conftant  prayer,  that  God 
would  help  our  unbelief  and  increafe  our 
faithy  and  that  our  faith  may  be  in  us  a 
living  principle  of  every  virtue  and  grace, 
and  may  powerfully  incite  us  to  adorn  the 
doBrine  of  God  and  our  Saviour  in  all  things. 
But  to  proceed  3 

4/^/y,  Another  great  hinderance  to 
our  fuccefsfuUy  running  our  race  and  mak- 
ing due  progrefs  in  religion,  is,  our  ftill 
j'etaining  in  our  breafts  too  great  a  love  for 

earthly 
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Serm.  earthly  enjoyments  and  poffeffions,  and 
!•  our  being  too  much  under  the  influence 
of  fome  wordly  defire  or  paffion.  Love  not 
the  worlds  faith  the  apoftle,  neither  the  things 
that  are  in  the  worlds  for  if  any  man  love 
the  worlds  the  love  of  the  father  is  not  in  him.  * 
This  is  the  deftruftive  paffion,  which, 
tho'  in  various  degrees,  yet  univxrfally  pre- 
vails with  the  children  of  men.  In  fome 
it  reigns  with  a  power  fo  uncontrouled, 
that  it  renders  them  entirely  blind  to  their 
true  and  moft  valuable  intereft,  and  makes 
them  go  on  thoughtlefs  and  fecure  in  a 
bold  contempt  of  God  and  of  all  the 
threatnings  of  his  word.  In  how  many 
others  has  it  the  unhappy  influence  to 
ftifle  the  cries  of  confcience,  nay,  to  deftroy 
the  mofl  promifing  beginnings  of  holinefs 
and  goodnefs  ?  Such  are  they  whom  our 
Lord  fpeaks  of  in  the  parable  of  the  fower, 
fome  fell  among  thorns^  fays  he,  and  the 
thorns  grew  up  and  choked  it,  They  that  are 
fown  among  thorns^  fays  he,  in  the  explica- 

*  I  John  ii.  15. 
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tion  of  the  parable,  are  fuch  as  hear  the  Sfrm 
word^  and  the  cares  of  this  world  and' the  de- 
ceitjulnefs  of  riches  choke  the  word  and  it  be- 
Cometh  ujifruitfuL  *  This  appears  to  have 
been  the  cafe  of  Herod,  We  are  told  that 
he  received  fohn  the  baptift  as  a  holy  and  a 
juji  man,  and  ohferved  him^  and  heard  him 
gladly,  and  did  many  things  upon  it,  -f-  But 
he  was  drawn  back  by  the  charms  of  his 
Herodias,  and  thus  all  the  impreffions  of 
the  holy  Prophet's  teaching  were  foon  de- 
faced. This  alfo  was  the  cafe  of  the  young 
man  in  the  gofpel,  who  came  to  Chrift 
with  the  queftion,  fVhatJhall  I  do  to  inherit 
eternal  life  ?  ;{:  When  firft  he  addreifes 
himfelf  to  our  bleffed  Lord,  who  would 
not  have  thought  but  he  was  in  the  right 
way  to  heaven  ?  His  life,  as  to  the  great 
commandments  of  the  law,  had  been  inno- 
cent and  blamelefs;  he  comes  with  a 
feemingly  earneit  defire  of  being  fnrther 
infrrudted  in  the  way  to  happinefs ;  he 
attradls  the  loveof  theSaviour  of  mankind: 

*  JIath.  xiiL  24.     t  ^*^rk  vi.  20,    %  Luke  xvlii.  i8» 
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Serm.  but  yet  we  fee,  that  a  fecret  love  to  the 
I'^  ^  things  of  the  world  blafled  all  thofe  fair 
appearances.  Now  the  cafe  is  juft  the 
fame  with  every  one,  who  is  but  almoji  a 
Chriftian,  He  is  under  the  power  and  do- 
minion of  fomefenfual  worldly  luft.  This 
is  that  which  to  him  fpoils  the  reliili 
of  the  hidden  manna,  and  obfcures  the 
beauty  of  the  heavenly  Canaan  in  his  eyes. 
Whence  is  it  that  we  fee  men  fo  generally 
carelefs  and  indifferent  in  the  purfuit  of 
their  fpiritual  concerns,  but  from  their  be- 
ing too  fond  of  the  body  and  its  pleafures  ? 
Whence  is  it  that  they  feek  not  the  heaven- 
ly blifs  with  that  application  and  earneft- 
nefs  which  its  worth  and  excellence  de- 
ferves,  but  from  their  being  too  much  en- 
gaged with  this  world  and  its  enjoyments, 
and  fo  too  willing  and  ready  to  take  up 
their  reft  on  this  fide  oi  Jordan'^,  But,  my 
friends,  they  only  who  triumph  over  the 
world  are  crowned;  and  they  who  fow  to 
the  world  and  the  fefi,  Jhall  of  the  world 
and  oftheflejh  reap  corruption. 

Besides 
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Be  SIDES  this  vitious  and  exceffive  love  of  Serm. 
the  world,  there  is  another  kind,  which  ^* 
it  may  perhaps  be  allowed  is  neither  in  the 
matter  nor  degree  of  it  fo  criminal,  as  to 
be  quite  incompatible  with  fincerity  in 
religion,  nor  fubverfive  of  our  hope  of 
heaven ,  yet  it  may  be  fufficiently  ftrong 
to  abate  our  vigour,  and  to  hinder  our 
progrefs  and  growth  in  religion :  And  it 
is  this  meafure  of  wordly  care  andaffe^i- 
on,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  learn- 
ed divines,  the  apoftle  has  particularly  in 
view  in  the  paffage  we  are  now  difcourfing 
from.  He  confiders,  fay  they,  the  Chri- 
ftian  who  fets  out  on  the  religious  courfe, 
while  he  ftill  retains  his  love  to  the  world, 
as  one  who  would  engage  in  a  race  with 
a  loofe  heavy  garment,  which  muft  needs 
fo  moleft  and  entangle  him,  as  to  leffen 
his  fpeed  5  which  may  probably  occafion 
his  Humbling  and  falling  ;  and  w^hich  is 
at  the  bell  but  an  ufelefs  weight,and  there- 
fore ought  to  be  thrown  afide.  A  Chrifti- 
an  may  have  too  much  concern  for  the 
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Serm.    pomp  and  Ihew  of  life ;   too  great  a  defire 

!•_  ,   ^o  grow  rich,  to  join  houfe  to  houfe^  and 

land  to  land  J  and  to  load  himfelfwith  thick 

clay.     He  may  have  too  brisk,  too  exqui- 

fite  a  relifli  even  of  the  lawful  pleafures 

of  the  world.     He  may  have  too  great  an 

exaltation  of  mind  upon  his  fucceffes  in  it, 

and  too  great  deje  61  ion  of  fpLrit  upon  his 

lofles  and  difappointments.    He  may,    in 

fliort,  encumber  and  embroil  himfelf  too 

much  with  the  things  of  the  world;  tho' 

not  fo  far  as  to  occaficn  the  ficknefs  and 

death,    yet  enough  to  abate  the  fpiritual 

vigour  and  health  of  his  foul,     and  to 

retard  his  progrefs  in  the  ways  of  ho- 

linefs.    Now,  the  more  we  find  ourfelves 

in  danger  of  this,  let  us   endeavour  the 

more  to  have  our  converfation  in  heaven. 

Let  us  meditate  frequently  and  ferioufly  on 

the  infinite  rewards  promifed  to  the  fer- 

vant  who  is  faithful  and  diligent;  on  the 

pleafure  that  attends  the  pradice  of  good- 

nefs  here,  and  the  eternal  happinefs  that 

awaits  it  hereafter.     Had  the  young  man, 

whom 
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whom  we  jufi:  now  mentioned,  made  a  Serm. 
iuft  eftimate  of  the  riches  of  eternity,  ^' 
would  he  h2.wtgGne  away  for rowfuly  when 
he  was  advifed  to  exchange  the  treafures 
of  earth  for  thofe  of  heaven  ?  Did  we  often 
refleft  how  foon  the  fafliion,  the  pomp, 
and  grandeur  of  this  world  pafleth  away ; 
how  much  better  our  heavenly  country  is, 
than  this  houfe  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage, 
we  could  neither  rejoice  nor  weep  for  the 
things  of  the  world  with  too  great  e- 
motion  of  fpirit.  Did  we  fo  often  and  fo 
devoutly  think  of  that  time,  when  Chriji 
who  is  our  life  fiall  appear ^  and  when  we 
alfoJJjall  appear  vAth  him  iii  glory ^  as  to  make 
us  love  and  long  for  that  joyful  day,  we 
could  not  well  be  in  danger  of  over- 
rating, and  confequently  acquiring  too 
high  a  tafte  for  the  riches,  honours,  or 
pleafures  of  the  world.  We  would  have 
no  application  of  mind,  but  to  abound 
in  good  works  j  no  ambition,  but  for 
that  happinefs  which  is  eternal.  In  the 
purfuitof  thefe  ends  we  would  lay  out  the' 
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Serm.  ftrcngth  and  vigour  of  our  minds  ;  for 
thefe  we  would  chearfuUy  give  up  our 
prefentpleafures,  and  retrench  our  prefent 
profits,  and  be  content  to  be  mean,  labori- 
ous and  obfcure  in  the  world :  for  if  the 
world  ht  once  crucified  in  us,  w^e  fhall  the 
more  eafily  bear  being  crucified  to  it. 

^thly.  Another  weight  which  encum- 
bers and  retards  us  in  running  our  chriftian 
race,  is  flothfulnefs ;  a  vitious  indolence 
and  want  of  refolution.  Thefe  were  the 
great  fources  of  that  inftability  and  fickle- 
nefs  of  mind  that  appeared  in  the  Ifraelites, 
after  they  were  brought  from  Egypt  into 
the  wildernefs.  They  no  doubt  defired  to 
be  poffeffed  of  Canaan  the  land  of  promife  ; 
but  they  could  not  think  of  purchafing  it 
at  the  expence  of  fo  many  hardlliips,  fuch 
tedious  marches  and  dangerous  encounters 
as  they  faw  before  them,  fo  that  every 
now  and  then  they  preferred  the  inglorious 
flavery  of  Egypt  to  their  freedom  in  the 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey  on 

fuch 
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fuch  difficult  terms.  And  thus,  I  am  a-  Serm. 
fraid,  it  is  with  many  Chriftians.  Theyafpirc  ^* 
after  heaven,  and  gladly  would  they  have 
their  lot  in  the  Canaan  that  is  above,  could 
they  but  purchafe  it  at  an  eafier  rate.  They 
profefs  to  be  the  difciples  of  Chrift,  and 
would  fliare  in  the  merit  of  his  death 
and  fufFerings  5  but  they  will  not  take  up 
his  crofs  and  follmv  him  :  nor  can  they 
think  of  venturing  upon  that  laborious 
courfe  of  watching  and  diligence,  of  me- 
ditation and  prayer,  which  he  has  enjoin- 
ed his  difciples.  The  wages,  which  Chrift 
offers  to  his  fervants,  they  are  extremely 
pleafed  with,  and  therefore  they  will  lift 
themfelves  in  his  fervice;  while  at  the  fame 
time  the  work  he  requires,  thro'  their  own 
floth  and  lazinefs,  appears  fo  intolerably 
fevere,  that  they  can  by  no  means  brook 
it.  In  fhort,  they  wifh  to  arrive  at  the 
end  without  being  put  to  the  trouble  of 
ufing  thofe  means  whichGod  has  prefcrib- 
ed  in  order  to  it.  And  this  flothfulnefs  of 
theirs  is  conftantly  joined  with  cowardice 
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Serm.    and  adaftardly  meannefs  of  fpirit, that  moves 
them  to  decline  every  difficulty,   and  dif- 
ables  them  from  making  a  bold  refiftance 
to  temptations.  They  {hun  as  much  as  they 
can  every  encounter  v^ith  their  fpiritual  e- 
nemies  ;  they  will  rather  fubmit  to   their 
power,  than  hazard  an  engagement  5  and 
yet  while  they  are  thus  behaving,  they 
fondly  hope  they  fliall  at  length   obtain 
the  reward  of  vicSory.     But,  alas !  as  fdon 
might  Ifrael  have  gained  her  liberty  with- 
out leaving  the  houfe  of  bondage,  or  have 
arrived  at  the  pleafant  land,  without  tra- 
vel, hardfhip,  and  blood,  as  the  Chriftian 
may  obtain  the  inheritance  of  the  faints 
in     light,     without    the   continual    ex- 
ercife  of  patience  and  fortitude.  As  foon 
may  we  expect  to  fubdue  our   enemies 
without  arms  or  difcipline,  as  to  mafter 
our  corruptions,  to  conquer  temptations, 
without  diligence,  meditation  and  prayer. 
Can  our  natural  life  fubfift  without  the 
fupplies  of  food,  which  repair  the  daily 
decays  thereof?  no  more  can  our  fpiritual 

life 
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life  be  maintained  without  a  conftant  care  Sfrm» 
of  its  fuftenance  and  welfare.  The  means  ■'^* 
which  God  hath  appointed  for  the  attain- 
ment and  increafe  of  holinefs,  are  doubt-- 
lefs  very  proper  and  well  adapted  to  the 
end;  and  we  have  the  higheft  encou- 
ragement to  expedl  that  they  fhall  be  attend- 
ed with  a  divine  power  and  energy ;  but 
can  their  happy  influence  be  felt  by  fuch 
as  negled:  and  defpife  them  ?  The  grace 
of  God  is  no  doubt  fufficient  to  flrengthen 
and  eflablifh  us  in  the  ways  of  holinefs ; 
but  then  it  muft,  with  frequency  and  ear- 
neftnefs,  be  asked  of  God,  and  carefully 
cherifhed  and  improved,  when  it  is  ob- 
tained. The  word  of  God  has  force  and 
efficacy  to  enlighten  the  mind  and  purify 
the  heart,  but  it  muft  be  received  not  as 
the  word  of  man,  but,  as  it  is  indeed,  the 
word  of  God.  We  muft  hide  it  in  our  hearts 
and  meditate  thereon  day  and  night.  If 
we  are  fo  funk  in  lazinefs  and  floth,  that 
we  either  will  not  ufe  the  means  appoint- 
ed by  God,   or  only  apply  ourfelves  to 
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Serm.     them  with  a  lifelefs  formalltv,  whilfl  we 
habitually  indulge  ourfelves  in  a  vain  and 
trifling  converfation,   what  wonder  is  it, 
if  our  life  is  unfteady  and  unfruitful  j  if 
our  faith  is  weak,  and  our  aflPedtions  grove- 
ling ;  if,  in  (liort,  our  religion  is  deftitute  of 
true  pleafure,  and  our  latter  end  of  com- 
fort and  confidence  in  God  ?  It  is  natural- 
ly to  be  expeded,  that  the  foul  of  the  Aug- 
o-ard  will  be  like  his  vineyard,  as  defcrib- 
ed  by  the  wife  man  in  the  book  oi  Proverbs 
xxiv.  30. 1  went  by  the  field  of  the  fiothful 
and  the  vineyard  of  the  man  void  of  under- 
(landings  and  lo  !  it  was  all  grown  over  with 
thorns,  and  nettles  had  covered  the  face  there- 
of y  and  the  ftone  wall  thereof  was  broken 
down.  How  criminal,  how  guilty  muft  this 
flothfulnefs  in  the  fervice  of  God  render 
us  in  his  fight !  Is  this  like  the  revenge 
which  the  fincere  penitent  has  vowed  to 
take  upon  his  lufts  ?    Is  this  like  the  ha^ 
tred  which  he  has  fworn  againft  that  evil 
and  abominable  thing  that  God  hateth  ?   Is 
this  like  the  war  which  he  has  proclaim- 
ed 
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ed  againft  all  the  enemies  of  God  and  Serm« 
goodnefs  ?  Is  this  to  redeem  tlie  time,  and       ^• 
to  make  amends  for  our  paft  neglecft  in 
the  work  of  God,  by  our  future  zeal  and 
diligence  in  keeping  his  commandments? 
Is  this  the  hungring  and  thirjling  after  rigb^ 
teoufnefsy   v/hich  becomes  the  children  of 
God,  and  the  difciples  of  the  holy  Jefus? 
Is  this  behaving  like  thofe  faithful  fer- 
vants  who  would  be  fou^nd  watching  with 
their  loins  girded^   and  their  lamps  burnings 
when  their  Majier  cometh?   Is  this  improv- 
ing in  a  right  manner  the  talents  our  Lord 
hath  intrufted  us  with  ?   or  can  we  thus 
expedt  to  be  received  with  that  bleffed 
welcome,  Enter  ye  into  the  joy  of  your  Lord? 
Is  it  not  rather  a  wrapping  up  the  talent  in 
a  napkin^  burying  it  in  the  earthy  and  keep- 
ing it  ufelefs  and  unemployed  ?  Is  this,  my 
brethren,  hke  the  condud:  of  true  foldiers 
of  Jefus  Chrift,    who  ought  to  take  unto 
them  the  whole  armour  ofGody  that  they  may 
refijl  the  fiery  darts  of  the  devils  that  they 
may  withftand  in  the  evil  day^  arJ  having 
C  done 
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S^RM.  done  all  may  Jland  \  who  by  their  charadler 
are  bound  to  watch,  that  the  enemy  may 
not  gain  the  fmalleft  advantage  over  them, 
and  never  to  turn  their  backs  till  they  have 
gained  the  vidory,  and  that  crown  which 
the  Captain  of  their  falvation  hath  promif- 
ed  to  them  that  overcome^  Is  fuch  floth- 
fulnefs  in  the  fervice  of  God  a  fit  requital 
for  his  infinite  goodnefs  and  mercy  ?  Is  it 
thus  that  we  promote  the  honour  of  our 
blefled  Redeemer,  who  loved  us  to  the  deaths 
and  who  died  that  he  7?iight  redeem  us  to 
himfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  of  good  works  ? 
Can  we  entertain  fuitable  thoughts  of  his 
amazing  love,  who  fhow  fo  much  cold- 
nefs  and  indifference  for  that  falvation, 
which  the  Son  of  God  hath  purchafed  by 
fo  much  fhame  and  forrow,  fo  much  tra- 
vail and  blood  ?  Let  us  not  then,  my  bre- 
thren, h^Jlothfuly  hut  fervent  infpiritferv- 
ing  the  Lord.  Let  us  quit  ourfehes  like 
men^  and  be  Jlrong^  be  zealous  towards  God^ 
ready  to  every  good  work^  and  diligent^  that 
we  may  be  found  of  God  without  fpot^  and 
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blamelefs.  Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doings  Serm» 
knowi?ig  that  in  due  feafon  we  Jhall  reap  if 
we  faint  ?2ot.  Let  us  give  all  diligence  to 
add  to  our  faith  virtue,  to  virtue  knowledge^ 
to  knowledge  temperance ^  to  temperance  pa-- 
tience,  to  patience  godlinefs,  to  godlinefs  bro' 
therly  kindnefs,  and  to  brotherly  kifidnefs  cha- 
rity 'y  that  thefe  things  being  in  uSy  and  a- 
bounding,  we  may  be  neither  barren  nor  un-- 
fruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  fefus 
Chrijly  but  may  have  an  entrance  admifiiflred 
to  us  abundantly  into  his  everlajling  kingdo?n. 

The  laft  particular  I  (hall  mention  as 
an  hindrance  of  our  growth  and  progrefs 
in  religion,  and  which  indeed  is  a-kin  to 
that  juft  now  treated  of,  is,  our  not  duly 
watching  againft  the  weaknefs  of  our  na- 
ture, the  infirmity  of  the  flefh.  Thefpi- 
rit  is  willing^  faid  our  blefled  Saviour,  but 
the  fiejl:)  is  weak  *.  The  warfare  between 
the  flefh  and  the  fpirit,  muft  in  fome  mea- 
fure  remain  while  we  are  on  this  fide  of 

*  Matth;  xxvi,  41. 
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Sfrm.    the  grave,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
^'        always  on  our  guard,  with  our  arms  ready, 
and  in  a  pofture  of  defence.     The  young 
foldier  of  Chrift,   who  has  but  lately  en- 
tered into  this  warfare,   will  find  the  af- 
faults  of  this  enemy  fo  frequent  and  fliarp, 
fo  violent  and  fliocking,  that  he  will  fee 
no  time  for  carelefs  flumber  and  thought- 
lefs  eafe ;  nay,   the  old  and  experienced 
foldier  muft  not  be  too  fecurcj  tho'  he  has 
often  triumphed  over  the  enemy,  and  re- 
pelled his  fierceft  attacks,  yet  he  may  ral- 
ly again  his  broken   forces,    affault  him 
unawares,  and  give  him  a  fhameful  defeat. 
As  an  awful  warning  in  this  matter,   we 
have  in  fcripture  fet  before  us  the  fcanda- 
lous  backflidings  of  the  beift  and  the  great- 
eft  of  men  ;  and  thefe,  like  fo  many  claps 
of  thunder,  fhould  awaken  and  terrify  us, 
who,   in  refpedl  of  them,   are  but  weak 
and  infirm.     Now,   in  order  to  our  fuc- 
cefsful  watching  againft  the  weaknefs  and 
infirmity  of  nature,  let  us  in  the 
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ijl  PLACE  carefully  obferve,  where  it  is  Serm. 
that  our  greateft  weaknefs  lyes ;  on  which       ^' 
fide  the  enemy  has  attacked  us  with  the 
greateft  fuccefs ;  and  let  us  be  fure  to  watch 
there  with  a  particular  circumfpeftion  and 
diligence.    We  have  all  our  conftitutional 
failings  5  there  are  fomo  fins,  as  the  apoftlc 
fpeaks,   that  do  fnore  eafily  hefet  us  than  o- 
thersj  and  thefe  are  different  in  different 
men,  according  to  the  various  propenfions 
of  their  natures.    Some  are  more  inclined 
to  vanity  and  pride,   others  to  anger  and 
wrath  5   fome  to  lazinefs  and  indolence, 
others  to  wantonnefs  and  the  pleafures  of 
fenfe.     But   whatever   the   predominant 
weaknefs  is,  it  is  our  duty  to  watch  againft 
it  with  a  peculiar  care,  and  to  ufe  all  the 
means  which  reafon  or  religion  furnifh  us 
with,  for  correcting  or  reftraining  it. 

idl)\  Let  us  endeavour  to  be  conftant- 
ly  in  the  exercife  of  godly  fear^  and  this 
will  prove  an  excellent  remedy  againft  the 
frailty  and  ficklenefs  of  our  natures.   And 

in 
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Serm.  in  order  to  this,  let  us  be  frequently  em- 
^'  ployed  in  meditating  on  God,  and  the 
perfeftions  of  his  nature ;  his  infinite 
knowledge  and  omniprefencc,  by  which 
he  fees  the  inmoft  receffes  of  our  fouls, 
and  is  acquainted  with  all  our  ways  :  his 
unfpotted  holinefs  and  purity  which  can- 
not  behold  iniquity^  and  makes  him  angry 
with  thejinner  every  day:  his  inflexible  ju- 
ftice,  in  executing  the  threatened  deftruc- 
tion  on  all  that  forfake  him.  Let  us  often 
revolve  in  our  minds  the  awfulnefs,  the 
impartiality  of  the  judgment  to  come, 
when  all  the  aftions  of  our  lives  fhall  be 
publi{hed  before  angels  and  men,  and  a 
folemn  fentence  fhall  be  pronounced  upon 
us  accordingly.  Let  us  ferioufly  confider 
the  numerous  temptations  that  daily  af- 
fault  us  5  the  power  and  cunning  of  our 
enemies,  who  ly  in  wait  to  furprize  us, 
and  will  be  fure  to  take  the  advantage  of 
our  weaknefs.  Serious  and  frequent  me- 
ditation upon  fuch  fubjedls,  will  prove  an 
excellent  means  of  promoting  in  us  this 

good 
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good  difpofition  of  mind,  and  of  teaching  Serm» 
us  not  to  be  high-minded^  but  to  fear ,  and       !• 
blc[jed  is  he  thatfeareth  always, 

"^dly^  The  great  remedy  agalnft  the  bad 
confequences  of  the  weaknefs  and  corrup- 
tion of  our  natures  is,  our  hving  in  a  con- 
ftant  dependance  on  God  for  the  affiftance 
of  his  grace,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  Holy 
Spirit,  which  he  has  promifed,  to  fupply 
our  wants  and  help  our  infirmities^  to 
Jirengthen  us  with  all  might  in  the  inner  man^ 
and  to  work  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  of  his 
good  pleafiire.  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh 
to  direSl  hisjieps.  Every  temptation  will 
be  too  ftrong  for  us,  if  left  to  ourfelves, 
and  we  will  be  ready  to  yield  on  the  firft 
affault  of  the  enemy  j  but  if  we  fight  un- 
der the  banner  of  the  great  Captain  of  our 
fahationy  we  fhall  be  fure  of  viftory,  and 
Jhall  be  more  than  conquerors  through  him 
that  loved  us. 

Thus  I  have  laid  before  you  fome  of 

the 
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Serm.    the  chief  hindrances  to  our  running  the 

■*•        Chriftian  race,  and  making;  progrefs  in  re- 
i^W    .  .  bra 

ligion  5  and  as  I  have  endeavoured,  under 

the  feveral  heads,  to  make  fuch  pra6llcal 
refledtions,  or  hint  at  fuch  directions  as  I 
thought  proper  and  natural,  there  is  now 
the  lefs  need  ©f  any  formal  application  of 
the  fubjed:.  Only  allow  me,  in  a  few 
words,  to  exhort  you  to  the  duty  required 
in  the  text,  the  layi?ig  aftde  every  weighty 
and  running  with  patience  the  race  which 
is  fet  before  us.  This  I  might  do,  by 
reprefenting  the  manifold  obligations  wc 
are  under  to  it,  and  the  bleffed  fruits  and 
advantages  that  will  attend  it.  If  we  have 
any  regard  to  the  great  end  of  our  beings, 
which  is,  by  holinefs  and  goodnefs  to  pro- 
mote the  glory  of  him  that  made  us ;  if 
we  have  any  dutifulnefs  or  gratitude  to 
that  God  on  whom  we  depend  for  all  that 
we  are,  or  have,  or  hope  for  5  if  we  have 
any  love  to  our  bleffed  Redeemer  who 
died  for  us  while  we  were  fifiners  and 
enemies^   that  he  might  bring  us  to  God-y 
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If  we  have  any  regard  to  the'fandity  of  Serm. 
the  Chriftian  charafter,  and  the  repeated  I- 
voluntary  engagements  we  have  brought 
ourfeh^es  under  to  fupport  that  character; 
if  we  would  fecure  to  ourfelves  true  com- 
fort and  happinefs  whilft  we  Hve  in  the 
world  j  if  we  would  die  the  death  of  the 
righteous y  and  have  our  latter  end  like  his; 
if  we  would  provide  againft  the  unknown 
terrors  of  a  dying  hour,  and  render  it  the 

paiiage  to  endlefs  blifs All  thefe  con- 

fiderations  loudly  call  upon  us  to  be  con-^ 
fia?it  and  im?novah!ey  and  to  abound  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord  j  to  purfue  that  fath  of  the 
jiijiy  which,  like  the  Jhining  light y  Jhineth 
more  and  more  to  the  perfeB  day.  Of  all 
the  motives  to  conflancy  and  growth  in 
religion,  that  of  the  crown  of  glory,  pro- 
vided for  good  men  in  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift  above,  is  the  moft  powerful  and 
prevalent,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  con- 
tinually in  our  minds.  How  chearfully 
miuft  he  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before 
him,  who  has  the  noble  prize  of  immor- 
tality 
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Serm.  tality  conftantly  in  his  eye  ?  Who  will  rc- 
^"  fufe  to  endure  hardjhip  as  a  good  foldier  of 
Jefus  Chrift,  who  believes  that  He  is  now 
the  fpeftator,  and  will  foon  be  the  judge 
and  the  rewarder  of.  all  his  fufferings? 
And  if  the  profpeft  of  heaven  will  make 
the  Chriftian  rejoice,  even  in  fuffering, 
how  much  more  in  doing  good?  If  it  en- 
ables him  to  conquer  in  the  day  of  trial 
and  afflidion,  how  much  more  to  abound 
in  good  works  in  the  days  of  profperity 
and  peace?  How  chearfuUy  will  a  man 
give  of  his  fubftance  to  the  poor  and  indi- 
gent, who  by  faith  fees  Chrift  himfelf 
ftanding  by,  placing  it  to  his  own  accompt, 
to  be  repaid  a  thoufandfold  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord  ?  How  much  will  it  contribute 
to  allay  all  the  diforders  of  ruffled  paffion, 
when  faith  prefents,  and  as  it  were  opens 
to  his  view  thofe  manfions  above,  which 
the  meek  fhall  inherit  for  ever,  where 
there  is  nothing  but  uninterrupted  peace 
and  everlafting  love  ?  How  earncftly,  in 
fine,  muft  he  endeavour  to  be  made  per- 

feft 
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fedl  in  holinefs,   who  has  continually  in  Serim. 
view  that  happinefs,  which  confifts  in  the   ^  J[* 
perfedlion  of  purity,  and  can  only  be  at- 
tained to,   by  ftudying  to  be  holy  as  God 
is  holy,  and  perfeB  as  our  Father  in  hea- 
*ven  is  perfeSl  f 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  be  daily 
contemplating  that  blefled  ftatej  let  us 
by  faith  render  it  prefent  to  us,  and  bring 
it  home  to  our  hearts ;  and  thence  we 
fhall  derive  ftrength  and  virtue  to  refift 
temptations,  and  to  overcome  the  world 
aiid  the  flefli  ;  to  lay  ajide  every  weight,  and 
the  Jin  that  doth  mofl  eafdy  bej'et  us  ;  ajid  to 
run  ivith  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before 
us ;  looking  unto  Jtfus  the  Author  and  the  Fi- 
nijher  of  our  faith  ^  who  for  the  joy  that  was 
fet  before  him^  endured  the  crofsy  defpifing 
thefiame^  and  is  fet  down  on  the  right -hand 
of  the  throne  of  God :  unto  whom^  &c. 


SER' 
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SERMON   II 

Of  Anxiety  and  Sollicitude. 


Philip,  iv.  6. 
Be  careful  for  nothing 


Serm.     TV/r^-'^'  faith  j^^^,  is  born  unto  trouble 
•*•!•      X  ▼  A  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards.     Such  is 
our  fituation  in  the  prefent  life,   that  we 
are  expofed  to  many  calamities  which  no 
prudence  can  forefee,  and  no  induftry  nor 
power  can  guard  us  againft.     The  frailty 
of  our  bodies,  the  injuries  of  the  world, 
and  the  changeablenefs  and  viciffitude  of 
all  earthly  things,  are  fruitful  fources  of  a 
variety  of  forrows.     But  whilft  many  of 
the  troubles  of  human  life  are  unavoid- 
able, there  are  alfo  many  which  we  create 
to  ourfelves,  by  fuperfluous  anxiety  and 
foUicitude  of  mind.     We  vex  ourfelves  in 
vain,  and  are  ingenious  in  increafing  our 
own  mifery.    Our  minds  are  quick  at  per- 
ceiving. 
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ceiving  misfortunes  at  a  diftance,  and  are  Serm. 
always  ready  to  bode  the  worft.     We      ^^' 
form  the  moft  frightful  images  of  the  fu* 
ture  evil;  and,  not  content  to  wait  till  it 
overtake  us,  wc  anticipate  the  grief,  and 
greedily  torment  ourfelves  before  the  timCo 
By  the  feme  unhappy  art,  we  magnify  e- 
very  prefent  trouble  ^  our  bufy  imaginati- 
on reprefenting  it  in  the  moft  difmal  light, 
and  painting  out  our  cafe  as  wretched  and 
forlorn.     Thus  our  fouls  are  overwhelm- 
ed within  us  ;  a  peevifh  fretfulnefs  gnaws 
us,  or  a  fullen   gloom  hangs   upon  the 
mind,   which  makes  our  lives  a  burthen 
to  us,  and  fometimes  drives  us  into  black 
defpair.     To  guard  us  againft  thefe  mif- 
chiefs,  and  to  enable  us  with  conftancy 
and  fortitude  to  bear  the  adverfities  of 
our  prefent  ftate,  is  the  defign  of  the  a- 
poftle's  exhortation  in  the  text.   Be  care- 
ful for  nothing.    In  fpeaking  from  which, 
I  (hall,  in  the 

ift  PLACE,  ftatcthe  neceflary  limitations 

of 
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Serm.     of  this  general  precept,   and  fhow  what 

^^'       degrees  of  carefuinefs  religion  and  right 

reafon  allow  5  by  which,  at  the  fame  time, 

it   will  appear,   what  the   carefuinefs  is 

which  is  here  forbid. 

2dly,  I  SHALL  endeavour  to  evince  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the  precept,  by  iliowing 
the  folly  and  finfulnefs  of  that  care  and 
anxiety  which  we  are  here  cautioned  a- 
gainlt. 

This  carefuinefs  then  may  be  confider- 
ed  in  thefe  two  different  views  3  as  having 
for  its  objedt  either  fome  future  mifchief 
which  we  apprehend  ourfelves  in  danger 
of,  or  fome  prefent  evil  and  affliftion 
which  we  fuifer ;  in  each  of  thefe  it  ad- 
mits of  very  juft  limitations. 

If  we  confider  it  in  the  firft  of  thefe 
views,  as  refpe6ling  any  future  misfortune 
which  we  dread,  it  muft  not  be  under- 
ftood  fo  as  to  exclude  that  caution,  pru- 
dence 
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dence  and  diligence  which  every  wife  man  Serm. 
ought  to  exercife,  in  order  to  prevent  and      ^^* 

avoid  it.     Have  we  reafon  to  fear  an  in-  ^^ 

* 

jurious  attack  on  our  perfon,  reputation  or 
cftate  ;  it  becomes  every  man  of  fenfe,  and 
is  highly  confident  with  religion  and  vir- 
tue, to  ufe  the  utmoft  caution  to  fruftratc 
the  vile  defign.    Are  we  in  hazard  of  fall- 
ing into  any  dangerous  difeafe ;  who  but 
a  thoughtlefs  foollfh  man  will  not  ufe  e- 
very  probable  mean  of  preventing  the  ca- 
lamity ?    A  prudent  7na7i^  faith   Solomon^ 
forefeeth  the  e^ily  and  hideth  himjelf^  but  the 
fmple  fafs  on  and  are  punijhed.     But  that 
which  here  principally  claims  our  atten- 
tion, is  that  care  which  refpedts  our  cir- 
cumftances  in  the  world,  as  to  riches  or 
poverty.     This  is  what  above  all  other 
things  employs  the  minds  of  men,   and 
diftrafls  their  thoughts  5  and  in  this  their 
cares  are  moft  ready  to  exceed  the  bounds 
appointed  by  reafon  and  religion.     That  a 
competent  portion  of  the  good  things  of 
this  world  is  a  valuable  blcfling,  and  what 

wc 
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Serm.  we  may  lawfully  fearch  after,  will  not,  I 
II-  fuppofe,  be  difputed  3  as  it  tends  to  make 
our  lives  here  agreeable  and  eafy,  and  en- 
ables us,  in  many  refpeds,  to  promote  the 
happinefs  of  our  fellow-creatures.  By 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  things,  men, 
at  leaft  the  far  greater  part  of  them,  can- 
not attain  to  this,  but  by  labour  and  in- 
duftry  of  one  kind  or  other.  According- 
ly the  word  of  God,  that  perfect  rule  of 
life,  earneftly  recommends  to  us  diligence 
in  our  lawful  employments,  and  feverely 
condemns  the  contrary  condudt.  He  thai 
provideth  not  for  himfelf  ({^Ith  the  apoftle) 
end  for  thofe  of  his  own  houJhoU^  is  worfe 
thaji  an  infidel.  Be  not  fiothful  in  bufmefs. 
In  all  labour  there  is  profit.  The  thoughts 
of  the  diligent  tend  only  to  plenteoiifnefs.  And 
we  fee  with  what  feverity  the  apoftle  re- 
bukes fuch  as  learn  to  be  idle^  worki?ig  not 
at  all,  hut  are  tatlers  and  bufy  bodies^  wan^ 
dering  about  from  houfe  to  houfe,  fpeaking  the 
things  which  are  not  convenient.  We  are 
required  then  to  apply  with  diligence  and 

induftry 
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induftry  to  our  feveral  employments.  As  Serm. 
this  labour  and  induftry  cannot  be  exer-  ■^^• 
cifcd,  without  our  having  fome  thought 
and  care  for  our  fuccefs  in  it,  fuch  care- 
fulnefs  as  is  neceffary  to  animate  our  dili- 
gence, muft  of  confequence  be  confidered 
as  permitted,  and  cannot  be  the  fubjedl  of 
the  prohibition  in  the  text. 

Nor  are  we  to  imagine,  that  this  care- 
fulnefs  is  only  allowable,  when  it  has  for 
its  objedt  what  may  be  neceflary  to  raife 
us  above  the  miferies  of  poverty  and  indi- 
gence, and  to  procure  for  us  a  bare  fublift- 
ence  in  the  world  ^  tho'  fome  may  tell  us, 
that  when  we  exceed  thefe  bounds,  our 
care  muft  be  vitious,  in  regard  that  it  is  a 
deviation  from  the  fimpliclty  of  nature. 
God  has  now  eftablifhed  a  diverfity  of  con- 
ditions among  men,  fuch  as,  it  is  prob- 
able, would  never  have  taken  place,  had 
wc  continued  in  our  original  ftate.  From 
this  diverfity  of  conditions,  there  muft  ne- 
ceflarily  flow  a  different  manner  of  life ; 
D  and. 
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Serm.  and,  whatever  fome  people  may  talk  of 
II-  deviating  from  the  fmiplicity  of  nature,  it 
is  extravagant  to  tell  us,  that  after  fuch 
an  eftabliftment,  there  fhould  ftill  in  this 
refped:  be  an  equality  between  the  high 
and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the  poor.  A 
man,  therefore,  may  lawfully  employ  his 
care  and  induftry  in  the  purfuit  of  fuch  a 
proportion  of  the  riches  of  the  world,  as 
will  enable  him  to  make  a  decent  figure 
in  that  rank  and  ftation  in  which  he  finds 
himfelf  placed  by  God,  and  to  live  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  other  people  of  his  rank  do 
in  the  time  and  place  of  the  world  where 
his  lot  is  caft.  And  thus,  what  in  an  en- 
tire confiftency  with  reafon  and  religion 
may  be  the  objedt  of  the  cares  and  defires 
of  one  man,  in  another  of  lower  degree 
would  be  unreafonable  and  vitious. 

Let  us,  in  the  next  place,  confider  this 
carefulnefs,  as  it  refpeds  prefent  trouble 
and  afflidtion  -,  and  here  too  we  fhall  find, 
that  it  i§  capable  of  many  obvious  limita- 
tions. 
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tions.     By  the  conftitution  of  our  beings,  Serm. 
we  are  fufceptible  of  pleafure  and  pain.       ^^' 
There  are  certain  outward  objects  which, 
aJfFeding  our  organs  of  fenfe,  naturally 
produce  in  us  joy  and  comfort  j  and  there 
are  others  which  are  as  necelTarily  pain- 
ful and  affliding.     Certain  thoughts  and 
refledions  are  pleafing  and  delightful  to 
the  mind,  while  others  fill  us  with  un- 
eannefs  and  trouble.     Thus  our  Creator, 
for  infinitely  wife  reafons,   has  appointed 
it  to  be.     Such  a  conftitution  is  necefi^ary 
to  our  happinefs  in  the  prefent  life ;    ne- 
ceflary  to  incite  us  to  a  due  care  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  beings,  and  to  make 
us  fly  from  whatever  is  hurtful  and  de- 
ftrudive  to  them.     As  foon  then  may  we 
change  the  laws  of  our  nature,  as  hinder 
our  rejoicing  in  the  perception  of  pleafure, 
or  prevent  our  feeling  the  fmart  of  pain. 
Pleafure  and  pain  will  never  be  indifferent 
to  us  5  nor  will  the  Stoic,    with  all  his 
fubtilty  or  eloquence,  ever  be  able  to  oer- 
fuade  vis,  that  there  is  nothing  really  good 
D  2  in 
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Serm.    in  the  one,  or  evil  in  the  other.     In  this 
there  is  more  of  pride  and  grimace  than 
of  truth  and  reafon.     We  are  not  then  to 
imagine,  that  the  apoftle  is  here  prefcrib- 
ing  an  abfolute  infenfibility  under  afflidi- 
on ;    this  were  to  require  what  is  impof- 
fible,   to  command  us  to  divefl  ourfelves 
of  the  feelings  of  humian  nature,  and  to 
contradid:  the  conflitution  of  our  being. 
Befides,  are  there  not  many  things  befall- 
ing us  in  this  life,  to  be  grieved  and  afflic- 
ed  for  which,  is  by  no  means  unbecom- 
ing the  wifeft  of  men,  or  even  the  beft  of 
Chriftians  ?  Not  to  mention  religious  for- 
row,  or  our  grieving  for  our  offences  a- 
gainft  God,  as  what  no  one  will  be  fo 
extravagant  as  to  think  the  apoftle  could 
have  here  in  his  view  -,  there  is  the  death 
of  thofe  to  whom  we  have  been  united  by 
the  bond  of  natural  affeftion,  or  the  fa- 
cred  ties  of  friendfliip.     If  our  love  to 
them  was  virtuous,  and  founded  on  wor- 
thy and  noble  principles,   our  forrowing 
for  their  death  can  have  nothing  vitious 

or 
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or  blame-worthy  in  it ;  unlefs  it  be  carried  Serm. 
to  that  exceffive  height,  to  which  if  any  ^I- 
of  the  human  paffions  arife,  they  are  at  ^^'^'^ 
the  fame  time  deftrudlive  to  ourfelves,  and 
finful  in  the  fight  of  God.  A  cold  indif- 
ference under  a  calamity,  fuch  as  this,  was 
never  efteemed  a  perfedion  or  virtue,  but 
with  juftice  is  looked  upon  as  too  certain  a 
lign  of  a  difpofition  harfh  and  inhumane. 
Our  holy  religion  is  far  from  difcouraging 
or  forbidding  this  virtuous  forrow^  on  the 
contrary,  it  cherifhes  thofe  tender  paffions 
which  foften  our  natures,  and  difpofe  us 
to  the  duties  of  compaffion  and  love  -,  and 
in  the  life  of  its  blefled  Author,  it  gives 
us  a  (hining  example  of  friendfhip  and 
love,  and  a  bright  pattern,  how  we  ought 
to  mourn  over  the  death  of  a  friend.  Even 
the  holy  Jefus,  in  whom  was  neither  im- 
perfedtion  nor  fin,  groaned  in  his  jpirit^ 
and  was  troubled  for  the  death  of  Laza^ 
rus.  He  thought  it  not  below  him  to 
weep  over  the  grave  of  him  whom  he  h^d 
loved. 

So 
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SeRm.  Thus  much  of  the  meafures  of  careful- 
nefs,  which  reafon  and  religion  declare  to  be 
lawful,  and  which  cannot  therefore  be  the 
fubjed  of  this  prohibition  :  but  we  fuf- 
fer  this  carefulnefs  to  exceed  thcfe  due 
bvmnds,  when  inftead  of  rational  foreiight 
and  prudence,  in  the  cafe  of  threatening 
misfortune,  it  becomes  a  painful  anxious 
follicitude  5  when  inftead  of  that  moderate 
grieving  under  the  feeling  of  prefent  evil 
or  mifery,  which  is  effential  to  our  na- 
tureSj  it  fwells  into  a  furious  turbulent 
paffion,  or  fettles  into  a  pining  confuming 
forrow.  In  either  of  thefe  cafes  it  is  the 
carefulnefs  we  are  here  warned  againft. 
And  that  leads  me  to  the 

zd  Thing  I  propofed,  which  was,  to 
prove  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  precept, 
by  fhowing  the  folly  and  finfulnefs  of  that 
carefulnefs  which  it  forbids.  This  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  do,  by  conlidering  it,  i/?,  as 
it  refpe^s  ourfelves,  and  is  of  immediate 
bad  influence  on  our  minds ;  and  2^/v,  as 

it 
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it  refpeds  Almighty  God,  the  Creator  and  Serm, 
Governor  of  the  world.     If  we  confider  it       ^^* 
in  the  firft  of  thefe  views,  we  will  find  it 
to  be  an  uneafy  hurtful  paflion,  which  is 
deftru6live  of  the  peace  and  order,  the 
happinefs  and  perfe^lion  of  our  fouls.     If 
we  examine  it  in  the  other  view,  we  will 
fee  that  it  is  founded  on  v/rong  notions  of 
the  Deit)'',  and  flows  from  difhonourable 
thoughts  of  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of 
the  divine  adminiflration. 

The  foul  is  an  aftlvc  principle,  whofe 
powers  and  faculties  cannot  be  preferved 
in  their  ftrength  and  vigour,  unlefs  they 
are  employed  and  exerted  about  proper 
objeds.  The  paflions  and  aflfeftions  are 
the  fprings  of  the  life  and  adtion  of  the 
foul ;  by  them  it  is  excited  to  exert  its 
powers  and  faculties,  and  without  them 
they  would  lye  inaftive  and  torpid.  But, 
in  order  that  the  paflions  may '  produce 
this  good  eflfedt  on  the  mind,  and  prompt 
us  to  that  adion  which  is  neceflTary  to  its 

per* 
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Sfrm.  perfeftion,  it  is  required,  that  they  be  well 
II*       regulated,  and  kept  within  due  bounds : 

^^^  for,  if  they  be  allowed  to  rife  to  a  mon- 
ftruous  unnatural  height,  if  inftead  of 
gently  moving,  they  violently  hurry  and 
drive  on  our  minds,  then  they  pervert  our 
faculties,  and  bring  forth  nothing  but  dif- 
order  and  confufion.  And  of  all  the  paf- 
fions,  there  is  none  which  produces  more 
mifchievous  effeds  of  this  kind  than  im- 
moderate carefulnefs  and  anxiety.  Upon 
due  confideration  we  will  find,  that  it 
diftradts  the  mind,  and  unfits  it  for  every 
ftudy  and  purfuit  that  is  worthy  and  ex- 
cellent ',  that  it  incapacitates  us  to  ufe  thofe 
means  that  may  be  in  our  power  for  ob- 
taining relief  from  our  diftrefl!es ;  and  that 
if  carried  to  any  exceffive  height,  it  com- 
monly vitiates  our  tempers,  impairs  our 
faculties,  and  brings  the  moft  dreadful  de- 
folation  on  the  foul.  Briefly  to  fhow 
how  this  paflion  works  thefe  bad  effedls, 
is  what  I  propofe  under  this  head. 


I/. 
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ill  THEN,  it  diftrads  our  minds,  and  SerMc 
unfits  us  for  every  ftudy  and  purfuit  that      ■^^- . 
is  worthy  and  excellent.    In  order  to  the 
fuccefsful  purfuit  of  any  ftudy  and  bufinefs, 
it  is  necelTary  that  we  enjoy  freedom  of 
thought,  calmnefs  and  fedatenefs  of  mind, 
and  that  we  be  under  no  biafs  and  propen- 
fion  to  any  thing  which  is  foreign  to  it. 
Now,  'tis  certain,  that  trouble  and  mifery, 
either  apprehended  or  felt,  will  have  con- 
fiderable  force  to  attrad:  and  fix  the  mind 
even  when  under  the  beft  regulation  5  but, 
when,  in  thefe  circumftances,  wc  give  way 
to  exceffive  carefulnefs,  our  minds  are  fo 
riveted  to  the  objed:  of  our  diitrefs,  that  it 
is  not  in  our  power  to  draw  them  to  the 
confideration  of  any  thing  elfe,  how  im- 
portant foever.     Would  we  improve  our- 
felves  in  fuch  valuable  knowledge  as  will 
enrich  and  adorn  our  minds,  and  render  us 
ufeful  and  beneficial  to  mankind  ?  While 
this  uneafy  paHion  rages  in  our  breafts,  vain 
and  fruitlefs  are  all  our  endeavours  for 
that  end.    It  hangs  as  a  weight  upon  the 

foul, 
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Serm.  foul,  and  retards  its  flight  every  moment; 
it  breaks  in  and  difturbs  our  meditations ; 
infenfibly  carries  off  the  mind  and  with- 
draws the  attention,  fo  that  our  haftened 
thoughts  die  before  they  have  arrived  at 
perfedion  and  maturity.  Would  we  ap- 
ply our  minds  to  the  ftudy  of  religion,  and 
to  the  attainment  of  divine  knowledge? 
To  this  it  is  not  only  neceffary,  that  we 
have  all  that  compofure  which  is  requir- 
ed to  the  purfuit  of  other  ftudies,  but  that 
our  minds  be  in  fome  meafure  raifed  above 
the  things  of  the  world,  before  we  can  ac- 
quire a  due  tafte  and  relifli  for  thofe 
heavenly  truths,  and  become  fit  for  the  con- 
templation of  things  fpiritual  and  divine. 
Again ;  would  we  employ  ourfelves  in  the 
duties  of  devotion  and  worfhip?  While 
our  minds  are  groveling  here  on  earth, 
while  with  anxious  wifhes  we  are  breath- 
ing after  its  ignoble  pleafures,  or  indulging 
immoderate  for  row  for  its  lofles  and  mif- 
fortunes ;  can  we  have  that  elevation  of 
foulj  that  ardency  of  love,  that  purity  of 

afteftion 
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affedrion  which  is  required  in  exercifes  fo  Serm. 
divine  and  heavenly  ?  No  ;  our  anxious  ■^^• 
cares  will  bear  down  the  mind,  disjoint 
our  thoughts,  cool  every  holy  defire,  and 
render  our  devotion  lifelefs,  broken  and 
deformed.  Further:  would  we  lav  our- 
felves  out  to  be  beneficial  to  our  fellow 
creatures,  and  employ  our  time  and  pains 
in  defigns  for  the  good  of  mankind  ?  This 
felfifh  paffion  will  extinguifli  the  generous 
flame  in  our  breads,  contrad  our  fpirits, 
center  all  our  thoughts  upon  ourfelves,  and 
blafl  every  good  and  charitable  defign. 
While  our  minds  are  contraded  in  melan- 
choly grief  for  our  own  misfortunes,  can 
they  be  enlarged  in  pity  for  the  miferies  of 
our  brethren  ?  While  our  thoughts  and  our 
cares  are  fo  much  and  fo  anxioufly  employ- 
ed about  our  own  things,  can  we  alfo  mind 
the  things  of  others?  Would  we,  in  fhort,  ap- 
ply ourfelves  to  the  great  bufinefs  of  the 
prefent  life,  the  preparation  of  ourfelves 
by  virtue  and  goodnefs  here  for  the  flate 
of  perfe6t  happinefs    and  virtue  above? 

While 
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S^RM.    While  we  indulge  fuch  an  anxiety  for  the 
^^'      prefent  life,  how  ready  will  we  be  to  forget 
that  we  are  defigned  for  another  ?  While 
the  little  trifling  enjoyments  of  time  en- 
hance our  thoughts,    or  while  the  want 
of  them  difturbs  our  peace,  and  robs  our 
fouls  of  reft,  can  we  have  our  ccnverfation 
in  heaven  J  or  our  affeBionsfet  on  the  things 
which  are  above  ?  No ;  wx  muft  be  more 
thoroughly  weaned  from  the  joys  and  plea- 
fures  of  this  world,  e*re  the  joys  which  ^r^ 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  and  the  pleafures 
which  are  in  his  prefencefor  evermore^  can 
make  a  due  impreffion  on  our  minds. 
Thus  an  immoderate  carefulnefs  indifpofes 
us  for  every  ftudy  and  purfuit  which  is 
worthy  and  excellent.  The  paflion  might 
perhaps  be    allowed    to    be    excufeable, 
could  we  fay,   from  experience,  that  it 
is  fubfervient  to  the  purpofes  of  warding 
off  approaching  mifchief,   or  freeing  our- 
felves  from  prefent  trouble.      But  fo  far 
is  it  from  anfwering  either  of  thofe  ends, 
or  indeed  any  valuable  end  whatfoever, 

that 
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that  It  never  fails,  in  proportion  to  the  de-  Serm. 
grees  of  excefs  to  which  we  permit  it  to       H- 
rife,  to  render  us  incapable  of  ufing  fkii- 
fully  and  fuccefefully  the  means  of  defence 
or  relief,  that  may  be  within  our  power, 
and  adds  a  double  weight  to  every  trouble  ^ 
which  was  the 

2cl  Thing  I  propofed  to  illuftrate  un- 
der this  head.     As  a  moderate  degree  of 
care  is  of  excellent  ufe  to  infpire  us  with 
diligence  and  induftry,  fo,  if  we  carry  it 
to  that  vitious  excefs  that  is  here  forbid- 
den, from  a  wholefome  medicine  it  be- 
comes a  deadly  poifon,  and,  inftead  of  ani- 
mating a  man  with  fpirit  and  activity,  it 
fpreads  a  chilling  damp  upon  the  foul ;  it 
enervates  all  his  powers,    and  as  other 
pafTions  puih  on  the  man  to  ad:ion,  this 
renders  him  incapable  of  it.  How  will  am- 
bition, for  inftance,  awaken  every  power 
within  us,to  undertake,  endure,  and  accom- 
plifh  the  greateft  toils  and  labours,  and  rufli 
from  danger  to  danger  to  grafp  at  the  wifh'd 

for 


[      62       ] 

Serm. 

Ij       for  honour?  How  will  v/atchfal  malice  kt 

W^/NJ  the  mind  at  work  to  contrive  a  thoufand 
fchemes,  for  efFefluating  its  bafe,  its  dark 
defigns  ?  Even  that  ignoble  paffion,  avarice, 
will  give  our  fouls  no  reft,  willraife  us  early, 
and  keep  us  late  from  fleep,  and  transform 
a  lifelefs  fluggard  into  a  man  of  bulinefs 
and  adivity.  But  care,  fickly  care  alone, 
languifhes  and  droops,  lighs  and  mourns, 
but  cannot  rife  to  help  itfelf.  Are  we  in 
danger  of  poverty  and  want  ?  By  induftry 
we  might,  perhaps,  faveourfelves  from  the 
threatening  evil :  for  the  hand  of  the  dili- 
gent 77iaketh  rich.  But  oppreffive  and  over- 
whelming care,  unfitting  us  for  bufinefs, 
brings  on  with  greater  quicknefs  the  evil 
which  we  feared.  We  become  like  the 
Jluggard^  whofefoul,  faith  Solomon,  dejireth^ 
and  hath  nothings  who  hideth  his  ha?id  in  his 
Bofom^  and  it  grieveth  him  to  bring  it  again 
to  his  mouth  -,  whofe  poverty  jhall  come  upon 
him  as  one  that  travelleth,  and  his  want  as  an 
armed  man.  Do  we  think  ourfelves  in 
danger  of  any  ficknefs,  which  may  break 

our 
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our  conftitution,  or  hazard  our  lives  -,  or  do  Serm, 
we  adually  labour  under  any  trouble  of  ^I- 
which  we  dread  the  event;  as  calmnefs  and 
fortitude  of  mind  is  the  greatefl  preferva- 
tive  of  health,  and  the  greatefl:  fupport  un- 
der ficknefsj  fo  our  indulging  melancho- 
ly fears  fo  me  times  brings  on  the  mofl:  ter- 
rible difl:empers,  and  frequently  makes 
even  flighter  indifpofitions  prove  fatal  in 
the  ilTue.  Heavi?iefs  in  the  heart  of  man 
maketh  it  tojloop^  but  a  found  heart  is  the  life 
of  the  flejh.  A  merry  heart  doth  good  like  a 
medicine y  but  a  broken  fpirit  drieth  the  bones. 
Of  all  the  paflions  then,  this  immoderate 
and  opprefiive  carefulnefs  is  the  moft  in- 
confifl:ent  with  common  fenfe  and  wifdom. 
The  other  paflions,  how  irrational  and 
vitious  foever  in  themfelves,  pufh  us  on 
with  vigour  and  adlivity  to  obtain  their 
defired  fatisfa^ion ;  this  on  the  other 
hand  fights  againfl;  itfelf  ^  and  the  more 
we  indulge  it,  the  more  it  renders  us  in- 
capable to  labour  for  its  fatisfadion  j  the 
deeper  it  plunges  us  in  the  raifery  which 

gave 
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Serm.    give  rife  to  it.    In  the  mean  time  the  paf- 
}^^      fion  itfelf,  and  all  its  mifchievous  confe- 
quenceSj  rife  in   proportion  to  a  greater 
and  more  fatal  height ;  which  brings  me 
to  the 

3^  Thing  1  propofed  under  this  head; 
which  was  to  (how,  that  this  paffion,  when 
indulged  to  excefs,  vitiates  our  tempers, 
impairs  our  faculties,  and  frequently  brings 
on  moft  dreadful  defolation  on  the  foul. 
The  man  muft  have  lived  but  very  little 
in  the  world  who  has  not  obferved  the 
bad  effedls  that  care  and  foUicitude  produce, 
in  this  way,  on  the  minds  of  men.  How 
often  may  we  fee  them  work  the  moft 
furprifing  and  melancholy  change  upon 
the  beft  tempers  and  difpofitions  3  rob  the 
joyful  and  the  gay  of  their  mirth  and  hu- 
mour ;  turn  their  laughter  into  heavinefs 
of  heart  -,  and  from  being  the  delight  of 
their  friends,  make  them  a  burden  tothem- 
felves,  and  to  all  about  them  ?  How  oft 
may  we  fee  the  men  of  the  greateft  calm- 

nefs 
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nefs  and  ferenity  of  mind,  lofe  thereby  Serm.^ 
their  eneaeing;  fweetnefs,  contradl  a  laft-       •^■^• 
ing  frown  on  their  brows,  and  become 
four  and  fretful  -,  and  the  moft  friendly 
and  benevolent  tempers  thereby  turn  harfh 
and  morofe,  fullen  and  untradable  ?  Nay, 
have  we  not  feen  a  courfe  of  anxiety  and 
carefulnefs  extend  its  dreadful  influence 
to  the  nobler  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  im- 
pair the  reafoning  and  intelledual  powers  ? 
Has  not  this  gloomy  paffion  fometimes 
crazed  the  ftrongeft  judgment,  and  fpread 
a  dark  cloud  over  the  fineft  genius  and 
the  brighteft  parts?    Of  this,  if  our  own 
experience  fail  us,  hiftory  affords  us  very 
mournful  examples.-— Here  is  a  man  who, 
in  a  high  and  honourable  ftation  of  life, 
has  gained  the  applaufe  of  the  world  for 
his  wifdom,  condud:,  and  all  thofe  abili- 
ties that  can  fit  one  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  higheft  truft.  He  meets  with  an  unex- 
pefled,  and,  perhaps,  undeferved  difgrace. 
This  his  proud  heart  can  by  no  means 
brook.     He  retires  to  a  hated  obfcurity 
E  with 
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oERM.    With  melancholy,  care  and  difcontent  deep 
rooted  in  his  mind.     Thefe  paffions  prey 
upon  his  foul,  and  foon  produce  a  furprif- 
ing  change.    His  reafon  is  fhattered.    He 
is  reduced  to  a  mere  changeling, and  there 
remain  not  the  leaft  traces  of  the  great 
man  he  fometime  was. — To  conclude  this 
head ;  have  not  care  and  anxiety  funk  ma- 
ny to  the  grave  itfelf,  and  made  them  end 
their  days  in  the  bitternefs  of  their  fouls  r 
Nay, have  they  not  in  fome  unhappy  crea- 
tures conquered  the  love  of  life,  theftrong- 
eft  principle  of  our  natures,   and  driven 
them,  in  cruel  defpair,  to  ftain  their  hands 
in  their  own  blood,  and  to  fly  for  fhelter  to 
a  hideous  death  ?  If  then  we  confider  this 
carefulnefs  in  the  immediate  bad  efFed:s  it 
has  on  our  own  minds ;  as  it  indifpofes  us 
for  every  ftudy  and  purfuit  which  is  wor- 
thy and  excellent,   as  it  renders  us  incap- 
able of  ufing  the  probable  means  of  ob- 
taining rehef  from  our  miferies ;  and  if  we 
confider  it  in  thofe  ftill  more  dreadful  con- 
fequences  it  fometimes  has  on  the  minds 

of 
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of  men,  we  will  fee  the  folly  and  finful-  SermJ: 
nefs  of  indulging  luch  a  paflion  in  a  very       ^^' 
clear  light.    But  this  will  appear  yet  more 
fully,  if  we  go  on  to  confider  it  in  the 

2^ View  which  I  propofed,  as  itrefpefts 
Almighty  God ;  where  we  fhall  find  it  to 
be  founded  on  wrong  notions  of  the  Deity, 
and  difhonourable  thoughts  of  the  wif-^ 
dom  and  goodnefs  of  the  divine  admini- 
ft  ration.  The  firft,  the  primary  duty  we 
owe  to  God,  is  to  entertain  true  and  juft 
notions  of  him;  to  think  of  him  as  we 
ought,  to  conceive  him  to  be,  as  he  really 
is,  infinite  in  every  perfedion.  Our  en- 
tertaining wrong  notions  of  the  Deity,  our 
reprefenting  him  in  our  minds  as  cloth- 
ed with  any  imperfedtion  or  weaknefs,  as 
it  is  highly  criminal  in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  the 
fource  of  innumerable  evils  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  Now,  of  all  the  divine  per-^ 
fedlions,  as  goodnefs  is  the  moft  glorious 
and  amiable,  and  the  great  foundation  of 
any  rational  intercourfe  man  can  have  with 
E  2  his 
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Seiim.  his  Maker ;  fo  it  efpecially  concerns  us  to 
have  right  notions  of  this  perfeftion  >  to 
have  our  minds  impreffed  with  a  lively 
fenfe  of  it,  and  to  be  eflabliflied  in  the 
firm  perfuafion,  that  the  divine  govern- 
ment, in  all  its  parts,  is  ever  direded  by 
the  moft  perfefl  and  invariable  goodnefs. 
Having  once  attained  to  fuch  juft  and  wor- 
thy views  of  the  fupreme  Being,  we  will 
naturally  fee  it  to  be  our  duty  to  truft  in 
him,  to  caft  all  our  cares  upon  him,  to 
fubmit  with  refignation  and  pleafure  to 
his  holy  will  in  all  things.  As  He  is  the 
Creator  and  Governor  of  heaven  and  earth, 
who  has  an  abfolute  dominion  over  us, 
and  all  his  creatures,  we  are,  no  doubt, 
bound  to  receive  with  a  humble  acquie- 
fcence  whatfoever  comes  from  him.  Has 
not  the  potter  power  over  the  clay  ?  ajid  jhall 
the  clay  jay  to  him  that  fajhioneth  it.  What 
drejl  thou?  But  if  we  add  to  this  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  God^ 
that  the  happinefs  of  his  creatures  is  what 
he  purfues  in  all  his  works,  in  all  his  dif- 

penfations ; 
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pcnfations ;  that  this  he  defigns,  even  in  Serm."" 
the  chaftifements  and  punifhments  with  ^^• 
which  he  vifits  the  children  of  men^  then 
there  is  an  infinite  force  added  to  the  ob- 
Hgation,  and  a  double  guilt  and  wicked- 
nefs  to  the  contrary  condudt.  Had  we 
no  difcovery  made  to  us  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs,  our  fubmifllon  to  the  will  of  the 
Deity  would  be  rather  neccflary  than  vir- 
tuous, and  our  repining  at  the  divine  go- 
vernment would  be  chargeable  rather  with 
madnefs  than  with  vice  and  impiety.  But, 
fince  we  know  that  the  Lord  is  gpod^  and 
doth  good:,  our  acquiefcence  in  his  will  is 
built  on  the  moft  noble  and  rational  foun- 
dation^ and  our  murmurs  and  complaints, 
and  the  rifings  of  our  heart  againft  the 
conduft  of  his  providence,  are  no  lefs  im- 
pious than  they  are  irrational.  From  thefe 
more  general  thoughts,  we  may  be  able 
to  judge,  v/hether  this  carefulnefs,  of 
which  we  are  difcourfing,  is  confiftent 
^ith  that  honour  and  reverence  we  owe 
to  the  fupreme  Being.     Had  we  right 

potions 
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Serm.  notions  of  God ;  were  we  thoroughly  con- 
]^'_  vinced,  that  we  are  under  the  prote<5^ion 
and  condufl  of  a  Being  of  infinite  kindnefs 
and  love ;  could  we  indulge  our  minds  in 
painting  out  fcenes  of  future  mifery,  as 
wantonly  prepared  by  Providence  to  over- 
cloud and  darken  our  future  days  ?  Could 
we  allow  thefe  phantoms,  formed  by  our 
vain  imaginations,  to  four  every  comfort 
of  life,  and  deprive  our  fouls  of  reft  ?  Did 
we  think  honourably  of  him  who  is  Judge 
over  all,  would  we  give  loofe  reins  to  our 
gloomy  paffions?  would  we  indulge  de- 
fponding  thoughts  to  an  exceffive  height, 
or  allow  an  overwhelming  forrow  to  make 
havock  of  our  fouls  ?  No.  By  fuch  a  be- 
haviour we  in  efFed:  deny  that  the  Lord  is 
good,  and  tbaf  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works.  We  diftrutt  his  fatherly  care  and 
tcndernefs  ^  we  doubt  whether  he  will  or- 
der everything  for  thebeft  to  his  creatures; 
we  arraign  and  impeach  his  management 
of  things.  Every  well  difpofed  mind  will, 
po  doubt^  be  frightened  at  fuch  thoughts 

as 
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as  thefe,  and  be  ready  to  deny  the  charge.  Serm. 
But  whence  then  do  thefe  anxious  cares  ^^-  . 
gnaw  thy  heart,  and  difturb  thy  peace  ? 
Why  thefe  pale  looks,  thefe  down-caft 
eyes,  thefe  fleeplefs  nights  and  joylefs  days  ? 
Were  we  convinced  of  the  divine  good- 
nefs  3  did  we  make  God  our  refuge  ajtd  our 

Jirength  5  with  the  Pfalmift,  we  fhould  not 
be  afraid  though  the  earth  were  removed^  and 
the  mountains  were  caft  into  the  midjt  of  the 

fea.  With  fouls  calm  and  undiflurbed, 
we  would  join  with  the  prophet,  Although 
the  fig-tree  fjould  not  bloffm^  and  the  labour 
of  the  olive  ftmdd  faiU  and  there  fiould  be  no 

fruit  on  the  vine^  although  the  fields  fi^ould 
yield  no  fneat^  and  the  flocks  fljoidd  be  cut  off 

from  the  fold ^  and  there  fl^oidd  be  no  herds  in 
the  flails^  yet  I  will  rejoice  in  the  Lord^  and 

joy  in  the  God  of  my  fahation,  * 

Again,  let  us  examine  what  pafTes  in 
our  minds,  when  we  are  indulging  this 
paffion  under  any  prefent  trouble,  and  we 
will  find  ourfelves  fecretly  cenfuring  the 

*Habak.  iii.  17^8, 
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Serm.    management  of  heaven,  and  blaming  the 

TT 

^^'       Tud^e  of  all  the  earth  for  harfhnefs  and 
partiality.  May  we  not  often,  in  the  midft 
of  our  fretting  and  repining,  catch  our- 
felves  employed  in  fuch  meditations  as 
thefe?  Here  is  a  wretched  mifer  to  whom 
God  hath  given  riches  and  wealth,  yet  he 
hath  not  the  heart  to  eat  thereof;  who  is 
fo  much  afraid  that  his  eftate  Should  be 
ufeful  to  others,  that  he  is  willing  that  it 
fhould  be  abfolutely  ufelefs  to  himfelf ; 
while  I,  who  would  ufe  fuch  a  bleffing 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  who  would  make 
the  heart  of  the  widow  and  the  fatherlefs  to 
fmg  for  joyy   am  oppreffed  with  poverty, 
and  ftraitened  even  for  the  neceflaries  of 
life.     This  worthlefs  creature  again  is  ex- 
alted to  greatnefs  and  honour,  fares  fum- 
ptuoufly  every  day,  receives  the  fawning 
addreffes  of  a  croud  of  dependents ;  while 
I,  who  deferve,  and  would  become  thefe 
things  fo  much  better,  am  left  to  languifh 
out  a  miferable  life  in  inglorious  obfeurity. 
There  is  another  who  is  little  better  than 
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a  burthen  to  the  earth,  and  yet  Is  bleffed  Serm* 
with  a  conftitution  ftrenuous  and  robuft,  "^'^• 
while  I  am  left  to  ftruggle  with  a  crazy- 
body,  and  the  powers  of  my  mind  are  born 
down  with  a  load  of  difeafes  and  pain. — 
And  what  is  the  neccflary  conclufion  from 
fuch  fine  reiiedions  as  thefe  ?  Durft  we 
avow  it,  it  is  no  lefs  than  this ;  how  blind 
are  the  ways,  how  unaccountable  and  ca- 
pricious is  the  management  of  heaven! 
Thus  do  vain  fhort-fighted  mortals,  op- 
preffed  with  anxious  raelancholy  cares, 
and  at  the  fame  time  puffed  up  with  pride 
and  felf- conceit,  dare  to  cenfure  the  divine 
condu6l,  and  charge  God  fooUJJjly,  But, 
had  we  worthy  notions  of  God>  did  we 
think  honourably  of  his  government  -,  did 
we  conceive  of  him  as  delighting  to  exercife 
loving-kindiiefs  on  the  earth,  as  pleafed  with 
the  happinefs  of  his  creatures,  aspurfuing 
this  great  defign  through  the  whole  of  his 
adminiftration,  through  all  thefe  feeming- 
]y  dark  and  gloomy  mazes  of  providence; 
this  v/ou!d  fpread  a  fweet  calm  and  fere- 

nity 
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Serm.  nityovcr  our  fouls,  and  make  us  bear  the 
^^'  adverfities  of  our  prefent  lot  with  a  noble 
rcfignation  and  courage.  Through  the 
darkcft  cloud  of  forrovv  and  trouble  we 
fhould  fee  fome  beams  of  light  and  joy. 
We  fhould  be  able  to  trace  the  divine  mercy 
through  every  part  of  our  afflidion,  and 
fhould  firmly  believe,  that  by  thefe,  to  us 
the  mtoft  unlikely  means,  God  is  carrying 
on  our  real  and  higheft  good.  Convinced, 
that  God  knows  what  is  good  for  us,  better 
than  we  know  ourfelves,  that  he  loves  us 
better  than  we  love  ourfelves,  and  careth 
for  us  more  than  we  care  for  ourfelves, 
we  Ihould  fay  with  good  old  Eli,  It  is  the 
Lordy  let  him  do  whatfoever  feemeth  unto 
him  good,  * 

Little  more,  I  hope,  needs  be  faid 
to  fliow  the  finfulnefs  of  this  paffion,  as  it 
rcfpedls  God,  the  infinitely  wife  governor 
and  difpofer  of  all  things.  Let  us  only 
confider,  how  our  giving  way  to  fuch  an 
anxious  fretful  temper  would  be  taken  by 

*i6am.  iii.  i8. 
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any  to  whom  v/e  were  fubjeft  on  earth.  Serm, 
How  difpleafing,  how  affronting  would  ^^* 
it  be  to  any  mafter,  if  his  fervant  (not- 
withftanding  of  thegreateft  kindnefs  fhown 
to  him)  iTiould  on  every  occafion  appear 
diffatisfied  with  his  condition,  fhould 
grudge  and  repine  at  every  Httle  hardfhip 
and  inconvenience,  and,  inftead  of  ferving 
him  with  chearfulnefs,  fhould  fhow  by 
his  whole  behaviour,  that  he  looked  upon 
him  as  a  mafter  unjufl  and  fevere  ?  How 
difrefpe<5lful  and  provoking  would  it  be 
to  any  earthly  prince,  if  his  fubjedls  (not- 
withftanding  of  his  utmofl  endeavours  to 
promote  their  happinefs)  were  perpetually 
fliowing  their  doubts  and  jealoufies  of  bad 
defigns  againfl  them  ;  if  they  fliould  dif«. 
cover  themfelves  uneafy  under  his  govern- 
ment, and,  above  all,  if  they  murmured  a- 
gainfl,  and  reviled  his  adminiflration  as  ar- 
bitrary and  tyrannical?  But  with  much 
greater  reafon  mufl  fuch  a  condudl:  be  pro- 
voking to  God,  our  heavenly  mafler  and 
almighty  fovereign.  The  befl  of  men  have 

their 
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Serm.  their  failings,  their  peevifli  humours,  their 
•fl-  fits  of  paffion,  which  may  provoke  their 
fervants  to  repining  and  difcontent.  The 
bell,  the  wifeft:  of  princes  may  commit  er- 
rors in  government,  which  may  difguft 
their  people,  and  alienate  their  affedtions. 
Like  other  men  they  arc  fometimes  led 
aftray  by  their  private  paffions.  They  may 
truft  too  much  to  undeferving  favourites, 
and  be  impofed  on,  and  led  by  defigning 
men  to  fteps  the  moll  unjulland  difhonour- 
able.  But  He  who  reigneth  over  all  u 
mighty  in  wifdom  and  excellent  in  coimciL 
'Behold J  he  ptitteth  no  triijl  in  his  fervants^  and 
refpeBeth  not  any  that  are  wife  in  heart,  Juji 
and  true  are  all  his  ways^  and  his  judgements 
ere  mercy  and  truth.  Fury  is  not  in  him^  7ior 
doth  heajilidi  willingly^  nor  grieve  the  children 
of  men.  But,  as  a  father  chafleneth  hisfon^ 
fo  the  Lord  our  God  chafteneth  us^  that  he 
may  do  us  good  in  the  latter  end.  Now,  hovir 
provoking  would  it  be  to  the  moll  affecti- 
onate tender  hearted  father,  if  on  every 
little  chaflifement  his  fon  fhould  fpurn  at 

the 
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the  rod,  and  afterwards  appear  before  him  Serm. 
not  with  a  modeft  blufli  and  an  inp;cnuous  I^- 
fhame  for  the  offence  he  had  given,  but 
with  a  fullen  angry  difcontent  in  his  look^ 
We  have  had  fathers  of  ourfejh,  faith  the 
apoftle  J  ivhich  corrected  tis^  and  we  gave  them 
revere?2ce  ^jjhall  ive  not  much  rather  be  infiib^ 
jedlion  to  the  Father  of fpir  its?  For  they  chafe?!-- 
edits  after  their  ownfleafure^  but  he  for  our 
profit^  that  we  might  be  partakers  of  his  holi- 
nefs.-f 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  fhow  the 
folly  and  finfulnefs  of  that  cxceffive  careful- 
nefs  which  is  here  forbidden  by  the  apoftle, 
and  I  muft  not  further  encroach  on  your 
patience  by  making  any  reflections  from 
the  fubjed:.  Let  us  be  perfuaded  never  to 
harbour  in  our  brcafts  a  paffion,  which,  as 
it  carries  its  own  punifhment  alongfl  with 
it  in  the  bad  eftedls  it  has  on  our  minds,  fo 
it  is  highly  criminal  in  the  fight  of  God  3  a 
paffion  which  has  in  it  as  little  of  wifdom  as 
it  has  of  innocence^  and  is  the  more  danger- 

I  Hcb.  xii.  9,  10. 
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jj^       0US5  becaufe  it  deceives  us  with  a  falfe  ap- 
t/VV  pearance  of  both.    We  are  the  children  of 
.  the  moft  loving  father,  we  ferve  the  kind- 
eft  of  mafters,  and  are  under  the  govern- 
ment and  protedlion  of  a  God  of  infinite  mer- 
cy and  everlafting  love.  Let  us  truft  in  his 
goodnefs  for  evermore,  and  commit  our  ways 
to him\  and  he  will  be  2ijire72gth  to  us  hi  our 
dijirefs^  a  refuge  from  thejlorjiiy  andajhadov) 
from  the  heat.     Let  us  in  every  circum- 
ftance  of  life  endeavour  to  maintain  fiich  a 
chearful  compofure  of  mind,  fuch  a  forti- 
tude and   magnanimity  as  becomes  the 
dignity  of  our  rational  nature  ^  as  is  nccef- 
fary  to  its  perfedlion  and  happinefs ;  and 
will  be  the  beft  evidence,    that  we  think 
honourably  of  him  in  whofe  hand  our  Ufe 
and  our  breath  are^  and  whofe  are  all  our  ways. 
Let  us  remember,  and  put  in  pradlice  the 
direction  of  the  apoftle  to  make  our  re- 
quejls  knorwn  unto  God  by  prayer  and  fitppli- 
cation  with  thankfgiving  -,  and  let  us  implore 
the  affiftance  of  the  divine  grace  to  enable 
us  to  poj/efs  our  fouls  in  patience y  and  to  teach 
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m  in  'whatever  Jiate  we  are  therewith  to  be  Serm.. 
content.  I  fhall  conclude  this  difcourfe  with  t^)}^ 
the  excellent  paffage  of ourSaviour's  fermon 
on  the  mount ;    Matth,  vi.  Take  no  thought 
for  your  life,  what  yejhalleat^  or  what  ye  f jail 
drink^  nor  for  the  body  wherewithal  ye  fhall  be 
clothed.    Behold  the  fowls  of  the  air,  for  ihe^* 
fow  not,  neither  do  they  reap,  nor  gather  into 
barns,  yet  your  heavenly  father  feedeth  them. 
Are  ye  not  fnuch  better  than  they  ?  Which  of 
you  by  taking  thought  can  add  one  cubit  to  his 
jlature  ?  And  why  take  ye  thought  for  raiment  ? 
Confider  the  lilies  of  the  fields  how  they  grow  \ 
they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  /pin,  and  yet  I  fay 
unto  you,  that  even  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was 
not  arrayed  like  one  of  thefe.     Wherefore,  if 
God  fo  clothe  the  grafs  of  t be  field,  which  to 
day  is,  and  tomorrow  is    caft  into  the  oven^ 
fhall  he  not  much  more  clothe  you,  O  ye  of  little 
faith?  Therefore  take  no  thought,  faying, 
whatfizallwe  eat,  or  what  fijall  we  drink^  or 
wherewithal  fhall  we  be  clothed.    For  your 
heavenly  father  knoweth  that  ye  have  need  of 
all  thefe  things.    Butfeek  yefirfi  the  kingdom 

■        of 
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Serm.     of  God  and  his  ri^hteoufnefsy  mid  all  tkefe 
II. 


II-       things  Jloall  be  added  unto  you.     Take,  there- 


fore,  no  thought  for  the  morrow ;  for  the 
morrow  Jhall  take  thought  for  the  things  of 
itfelf    Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 
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SERMON  m. 

Religion  the  beft  Support  under 
the  Troubles  of  Life. 


Psalm  xciv.  19. 

In  the  multitude  of  my  thoughts  within  me, 

thy  co7nforts  delight  my  foul. 

NO  miftake  concerning  religion  has  Serm- 
been  attended  with  more  hurtful  ^^^' 
and  unhappy  confequences,  than  the  opi- 
nion that  it  prefcribes  a  joylefs  and  me- 
lancholy courfe  of  life  i  engaging  in  which^ 
we  muft  bid  farewel  to  every  pleafure  and 
comfort.  This  falfe  and  groundlefs  opi- 
nion we  are  too  ready  to  take  up  in  our 
early  years,  when  our  tafte  for  pleafure 
and  enjoyment  is  keeneft ;  and  frequent- 
ly it  has  a  lafting  influence  to  render  re- 
ligion an  objedt  of  our  averfion  through 
the  reft  of  life.     Religion  we  generally 

F  admit 
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Serm.    admit  to  be  of  fome  importance  as  to  the 
"■*  •      world  to  come ;  but  we  look  upon  it  as  a  re- 
ftraint  upon  our  liberty,  and  an  interrup- 
tion to  our  pleafurcs  in  the  prefent  life : 
and  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  perfuade  men, 
that  their  happinefs  here  depends  on  their 
following   its  inftrudtions  and   precepts. 
IvJothing  however  is  more    certain,  not 
only  from  the  moft  exprefs  declarations 
of  God,   but  from  the  nature  and  reafon 
of  the  thing  itfelf,  than  that  religion  is 
the  true  bleflednefs  of  life  ;  that  the  ways 
of  wifdom  are  the  only  ways  of  pleafantnefs^ 
and  that  her  paths  alone  are  the  paths  of 
peace.     It  is  religion  that  gives  a  fweet  re- 
li{h  to  every  comfort  of  Ufe  ;  that  qualifies 
us  for  enjoying  external   pleafures   with 
true  fatlsfadion  and  pea'ce  of  mind,  and 
thereby  carries  our  imperfedt  happinefs 
here  to  its  greateft  poffible  height.     As  it 
thus  increafes  the  real  value  of  all  other 
good  things,  fo  it  is  the  only  real  and  ef- 
fedlual  fupport  under  the  manifold  evils 

and 
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and  afflidions  of  life.  Whether  pleafare  Serm. 
or  pain,  happinefs  or  mifery,  has  upon  ^^^• 
the  whole  the  afcendant  in  the  life  of  man, 
is  what  I  will  not  prefume  to  determine  ^ 
but  furcly,  whoever  confiders  to  what  a 
variety  of  forrows  we  are  Hable,  and  how 
many  afflidions  every  man,  in  the  ordina- 
ry courfe  of  things,  may  reafonably  lay 
his  account  with,  maft  admit  that  religi- 
on is  valuable  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  it 
has  this  efFed  to  make  the  troubles  of  life 
fit  eafy  upon  us,  and  to  enable  us  to  bear 
them  with  patience  and  with  chearful- 
nefs. 

To  fliow  you  that  religion  really  has 
this  bleffed  influence,  is  the  fubjed  I  am 
naturally  led  to  from  the  words  of  the 
text;  where  the  pfalmifl,  who,  in  the 
courfe  of  his  life,  had  met  with  a  variety 
of  troubles  and  afflidions,  declares  his 
own  experience.  In  the  multitude  of  my 
thoughts  withifi  me,  fays  he,  thy  comforts 
delight  my  fouL  Amidft  all  my  fears  and 
F  z  cares. 
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Setim.    cares,  my  pains  and  forrows,  thou  makefl: 
^^^*       peace  and  gladnefs  to  reign  within:  I  find 
in  thy  fervice  a  perpetual  fource  of  de- 
light and  joy. 

What  I  propofe  then,  is  to  reprefent, 
how  the  practice  of  religion  and  holinefs 
fupports  a  good  man,  and  affords  him 
comfort  and  delight  under  all  the  evils 
and  calamities  of  life;  which  I  hope  will 
be  abundantly  plain  from  the  confiderati- 
on  of  the  following  particulars. 


I.  Religion  moderates  our  love  of  the 
world,  reftrains  our  affe61:ions  from  the 
eager  purfuit  of  its  enjoyments,  and  there- 
by enables  us  to  bear  with  greater  patience 
its  evils  and  afBidtions,  and  prevents  im- 
moderate forrow  and  dejeftion  under 
them. 

II.  The  pradice  of  true  religion  affords 
fuch  immediate  delight  and  pleafure,  as 
in  a  great  meafure  fupplies  the  want  of 

any 
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any  outward  enjoyment,   and  allays  the  Serm. 
pain  of  any  worldly  diftrefs.  HI. 

III.  Religion,  as  It  teaches  that  all 
things  are  ordered  by  the  moft  perfedt 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  fo  it  particularly 
affures  every  good  man,  that  all  things 
ihall  work  together  for  his  real  intereft. 

IV.  Religion  gives  us  the  bleffed pro- 
fpedl  of  a  happy  end  to  all  our  forrows, 
and  of  reft  from  all  our  labours  in  the  life 
which  is  to  come. 

V.  Religion  intitles  us  to  the  graci- 
ous influences  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  by 
which  we  are  enabled  to  apply  all  thefe 
things  to  our  comfort,  and  to  rejoice  in  the 
Lord  always, 

I  SHALL  endeavour,  as  briefly  as  I  can, 
to  illuftrate  thefe  feveral  confiderations, 
and  conclude  with  fome  practical  refledi- 
ens  on  the  whole. 

I.  The 
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Sfrm.  I.  The  firft  thing  I  mentioned  was, 
^^^'  that  relielon  moderates  our  love  of  the 
world,  and  reftrains  our  afFedlions  from 
the  eager  purfuit  of  its  enjoyments,  there- 
by enabling  us  with  greater  patience  to 
bear  its  afflidiions,  and  preventing  immo- 
derate forrow  and  dejedion  under  them. 

May  not  we  here  begin,  with  lament- 
ing  the  wretched  folly  of  that  great  part 
of  mankind,  who  feek  their  happinefs  and 
chufe  their  portion  here,  preferring  the 
tranfient  enjoyments  of  time  to  thofe  that 
are  durable  and  eternal.  Did  this  their 
choice  exempt  them  from  the  evils,  and 
raife  them  above  the  viciffitudes  to  which 
our  mortal  flate  is  liable  -,  were  it  indeed 
the  cafe,  as  David  once  thought  it  was, 
that  they  were  not  plagued  like  other  men^nor 
cha/iened  as  others  he  \  then  were  this  their 
condud  more  excufable :  but  alas !  not  on- 
ly are  they  cxpofedin  common  with  others 
to  thofe  troubles  which  belong  to  the 
lot  of  mankind^  but  moreover,  the  warm 

indul- 
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indul'^encc  of  their  feveral  paffions,  and  SeHM. 

•        III 

the  fond  purfuit  of  earthly  pleafures,  will  j^.^^^-^ 

always  be  found  to  multiply  their  griefs, 
and,  by  a  train  of  neceflary  confequences, 
to  become  bitternefs  in  the  latter  end.     It 
is  a  truth  certain  and  undoubted,  that  the 
enjoyments  which  thefe  men  purfue,  in 
which  they  feek  for  happinefs,  are  variable 
and  fugitive,  fhort  and  uncertain.     Their 
moft  promifing  hopes  mayfoon  be  blafteds 
their  riches  may  take  to  themfehes  wingSy 
andjly  away^  or  ficknefs  may  render  their 
enjoyments  taftelefs  and  infipid,  and  im- 
bitter  their  lives  in  the  midft  of  the  great- 
eft  affluence.     Now,    if  all  things  here 
below  are  fo  changeable  and  fleeting,  how 
wretched  muft  they  be,    who  fet  their 
whole  hearts  upon  them,  and  have  no 
higher  views  than  the  attainment  of  the 
honours,  pleafures  and  riches  of  life  ?   To 
men,   whofe  fupreme  delight  is  placed  in 
fuch  precarious  enjoyments,   the  lofs  of 
them  muft  prove  the  moft  dreadful  ftroke. 
"The  calamities  of  life  muft  fall  upon  them 

with 
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Serm.  with  double  weight,  and  they  have  no- 
yi^  ^  thing  left  to  fupport  them  from  finking 
under  thenj.  Thus  it  is,  and  thus  it  muft 
always  be  with  fuch  men,  when  vifited 
with  the  loflfes  and  difappointments,  the 
evils  and  troubles  of  the  world. 

But  how  different  is  the  cafe  with  him 
whofe  mind  is  informed  and  ruled  by  the 
dictates  of  religion  y  which  correds  our 
miftaken  notions,  reclaims  our  wandering 
affedions,  and  fixes  them  on  objeds  which 
alone  are  worthy  of  our  nature.  Religi- 
on teaches  us  to  confider  this  life  as  a  fliort 
paffage  to  our  lafi:ing  and  unchangeable 
ftate  i  to  look  on  this  world,  as  only  the 
hufe  of  our  pilgrimage,  from  which  we  are 
to  pafs  on  towards  heaven,  the  manfion  of 
eternal  reft.  Religion  calls  upon  us  to  re- 
member, that  cur  life  is  tut  a  vapour -^  that 
the  joft.ion  of  this  world  pojjeth  away-y  and 
accordingly,  that  we  are  not  to  fet  up  our 
reft  here.  Religion  teaches  us,  that  when 
we  begin  to  live;   we  ihould  learn  to  die, 

and 
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to  look  beyond  this  vain  world  to  a  ftate  Serm;* 
of  more  laftins:  and  glorious  exiflence.  -^^^* 
How  certain  is  it  that  the  man  whofe 
profpeds  and  views  of  things  are  thus  en- 
larged, who  has  his  eye  fixed  on  a  better 
country^  even  an  heavenly^  as  his  paffions  of 
courfe  will  not  be  fo  much  engaged  with 
the  things  of  the  world,  fo  he  v/ill  bear 
the  evils  and  affli6tions  of  it  with  greater 
evennefs  and  compofure  of  mind  than  o- 
thers  ?  He  knows  that  there  is  no  propor- 
tion between  this  and  the  future  flate  of 
things i  and  therefore,  neither  the  troubles 
nor  enjoyments  of  life,  will  appear  to 
him  of  fuch  importance  as  to  difturb  his 
peace  or  to  turn  him  afide  from  the  fteady 
purfuit  of  his  true  happinefs.  But  be- 
fides,  religion  not  only  moderates  our  af- 
fedlioH  to  the  things  of  the  world  as  fhort 
and  fleeting,  and  bearing  no  proportion  to 
the  immortality  of  our  fouls  >  but  by  a 
further  confideration  it  corrects  our  attach- 
ment to  the  world,  as  not  only  a  foolifh 
and  mean^  but  an  extremely  dangerous 

paflion. 
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Serm.    paffion.  Love  not  the  world,  fays  the  apoftlc, 
I-^^'      neither  the  things  that  are  in  the  world-,  for 
if  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the 
Father  is  not  in  him.     We  are  taught,  that 
the  indulging  fuch  a  paffion  wars  againfl 
the  foul -y  that  to  be  carnally  minded  is  death, 
and  excludes   us  from  the   kingdom  of 
heaven  -,  that  we  muft  be  freed  from  the 
corruptions  that  are  in  the  world  through  lufl, 
if  we  would  he  partakers  of  the  divine  nature-, 
that  we  muft  not  entangle  ourfelves  with 
worldly  cares,  if  we  would  behave  ourfelves 
as  gocdfoldiers  of  f  ejus  Chrijl^  2^\^  fight  the 
good  fight  ofi  faith :  in  Abort,  religion  en- 
joins us,  to  have  our  converfation  in  heaven  ; 
and,  as  alreadyy^//(5'Z£;  citizens  with  the  faints, 
to  be  learning  betimes  to  take  delight  in 
the  fame  exercifes,  and  to  rehfh  the  fame 
pleafures  with  them,  if  ever  we  exped  to 
be  received  into  their  bleffed  fociety  above. 
And  now,  how  can  he  whofe  mind  is  rul- 
ed by  fuch  principles  as  thefe,  and  whofe 
affedlions  are  purified  by  fuch  a  difcipline, 
be  fubjeft  to  thofe  furious  paffions^  which 

the 
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tlie  diftrefles  of  life  fo  often  raife  in  the  Serm. 
minds  of  others  ?  Whence  flow  thofe  op-      ■'^^' 
preflive  cares,  that  forrowand  melancholy, 
that  overwhelm  the  minds  of  men,  but 
from  a  fond  admiration  of  the  things  of 
the  world,   from  an  immoderate  attach- 
ment to  the  pleafures  of  life,  from  mens 
being  lovers  of  worldly  riches  more  than 
lovers  of  God  ?  Thofe  diftarbing  paflions 
furely  cannot  find  place  in  his  heart,  whofe 
treafure  is  in  heaven  ;    whcfe  affe^iom  arc 
jet  on  things  above ;   and  who   looks    on 
every  worldly  thing  as  contemptible  and 
low,   when  compared  with  the  favour  of 
God,   and  that  reward  which  he  has  laid 
up  for  his  faithful  fervants.     Thus  much 
then  for  the  firft  particular. 

II.  The  next  thing  I  mentioned  was, 
that  the  practice  of  religion  affords  fuch 
immediate  delight  and  pleafure,  as  in 
great  meafure  fupplies  the  want  of  any 
outward  enjoyment,  and  allays  the  pain 
©f  wordly  diftrefs.  Religion  does  nf5t  re- 
quire. 
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Serm.  quire,  nor  do  we  pretend  that  it  produces 
^■^^'  an  abfolute  infenfibility  under  the  troubles 
of  life.  We  plead  not  that  health  andfick- 
nefs,  wealth  and  indigence,  honour  and 
difgrace  will  be  things  indifferent  to  a  good 
man.  They  who  have  carried  the  mat- 
ter to  this  romantic  height  feem  to  have 
been  ignorant  of  the  eflential  principles 
and  conftitution  of  human  nature,  with 
which  a  defire  of  pleafure  and  an  averfi- 
on  to  pain  are  fo  interwoven,  that  by  no 
means  they  can  be  rooted  out  nor  changed. 
But  granting 'that  thefe  natural  appetites 
and  feelings  are  infurmountable,  and  that 
no  man,  by  any  influence  of  religion,  can 
be  altogether  freed  from  an  affliding  fenfe 
of  the  evils  of  life  5  yet  here  is  an  undoubt- 
ed advantage  of  piety,  and  a  privilege  pe- 
culiar to  good  men,  that  they  have  a  cer- 
tain flock  of  pleafure  and  enjoyment,  inde- 
pendent of  the  body,  and  of  all  the  vicif- 
fitudes  of  time  ^  which  neither  ficknefs 
nor  poverty,  nor  all  the  envy  and  malice 
of  vitious  men  can  rob  them  of.   To  thefe 

pleafures 
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pleafurcs  they  have  accefs,  when  every  Serm. 
external  enjoyment  is  gone.  They  find  m« 
in  them  the  moil  delightful  entertainment 
to  their  minds  3  fuch  as  makes  them  for- 
get their  forrows  and  wants,  nay,  fuch  as 
makes  them  even  to  rejoice  in  the  midft 
of  the  heavieft  afflicflions.  That  refined 
delight  which  attends  the  exercifes  of  re- 
ligion, that  bleffed  peace  and  ferenity  of 
mind  which  is  the  natural  and  conftant 
efFed  of  the  practice  of  goodnefs,  fupport 
and  revive  the  fervants  of  God,  when  all 
things  around  them  are  moft  black  and 
threatning. 

How  miferable  muft  he  be  who  is  a 
ftranger  to  religion  and  to  its  comforts,  who 
knows  no  other  bleffing  than  what  the  out- 
ward enjoyments  of  life  can  afford  him  ! 
He  feeks  but  one  fpring  of  happinefs,  and 
that  a  fcanty  one  too,  and  when  this  is  dried 
up,  as  foon  it  may,  he  falls  into  a  conditi- 
on the  moft  difconfolate  and  forlorn.  Let 
us  fuppofe  him  reduced  to  want  and  indi- 
gence. 


U'-y'n; 
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3erm.    gence,  or  afflicled  with  pain  and  ficknefs^ 
^^^'      what  entertainments  has  he  ?  what  relief 
can  he  fly  to  ?  what  courfe  has  he  left  him  ? 
None,  but  to  lyQ  brooding  over  his  forrows, 
and  to  torture   himfelf  with  thoughts  of 
thofe  evils,  which  he  can  neither  remove 
nor  endure.  Should  he  turn  his  eyes  inward, 
there  will  open  to  him  a  black  fcene  of  folly 
and  of  guilt,  and  he  will  be  glad  to  think 
of  any  thing  rather  than  himfelf    Should 
he  lift  his  eyes  to  God,  who  before  was 
fcarce  in  all  his  thoughts ;  what  relief  or 
pleafure  can  he  have  in  the  contemplation 
of  that  power  which  he  has  defied,  that 
juftice  which  he  has  provoked,  that  good- 
nefs  which  he  has  abufed  and  trampled 
on  i    Well  may  we  apply  to  wicked  men 
when  under  afflidtion,  what  we  find  Mofes 
threatning  the  IJraelites  with  as  the  certain 
confequences  of  their  rebellion ;  Thoufialt 
have  no  eafe  fays  he,  neither  jhall  the  file 
of  thy  foot  have  reft,  for  the  Lord  Jhall  give 
thee  a  trembling  heart  and  failing  of  eyes, 
and  for  row  of  mind -^  and  thy  life  Jhall  hang 

in 
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doubt  before  thee 'y  and  thou  Jhalt  fear  day  and  Serm, 
nighty  and  Jhalt  have  none  ajjwance  of  thy  ?^^vAi 
Ufe,  In  the  morning  thou  Jhalt  fay  ^  would  God 
it  were  evenings  and  in  the  evening  thou 
/halt  Jay y  would  God  it  were  morning -^  for  the 
fear  of  thy  heart  wherewith  thou  Jhalt  fear^ 
and  for  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  which  thouJf:alt 
fee.  ^  There  is  no  peace ^  faith  the  prophet, 
unto  the  wicked^  for  they  are  like  unto  the 
troubled  fea  whi-ch  cannot  rejl^  whofe  waters 
caft  forth  mire  and  dirt.     Let  us  now,  on 
the  other  hand,  fuppofe  a  pious  man  befet 
with  the  evils  of  life,  and  in  a  fituation,  to 
all  appearance,  the  moft  miferable  and  de- 
ftitute ;  yet  he  enjoys  a  blefsful  calm  and 
tranquillity  within,  which  affords  him  a 
delight  fuperior  to  all  the  noify  and  empty 
plcafures  of  the  world.     Hence  it  is  that 
Solomon  tells  us,  that  the  good  man  isfatisfied 
ofhimfelf',  and  that  the  work  of  righteoufnefs 
is  fald  to  be  peace y  and  the  effeB  of  right eouf 
nefsy  quietnefs  and  afjurance  for  ever.     He 
has  a  variety  of  worthy  employments  and 
noble  exercifes  to  which  he  may  betake 
t  Deut.  xxvUi-,  65,  66, 67, 

himfelf, 
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Serm.  himfelf,  and  which  not  only  divert  the 
^^^'  mind  from  the  prefent  feeling  of  trouble, 
but  in  themfelves  afford  him  a  high  mea- 
fure  of  fatisfadtion  and  joy.  He  will  take 
delight  in  approaching  to  God,  and  the 
meditation  ofhimjhall  be  fweet  unto  his  foul. 
When  compared  with  this  and  the  plea- 
fures  that  flow  from  it,  all  the  little  arti- 
fices, the  trifling  amufements  which  the 
men  of  the  world  can  have  recourfe  to,  in 
order  to  lull  afleep  their  griefs,  are  but 
miferable  comforters.  The  contemplation 
of  Him  who  is  the  perfedlion  of  beauty, 
the  fountain  of  excellence,  muft  in  itfelf 
be  a  delightful  exercife  to  the  truly  pious. 
Nor  will  his  underflanding  only  be  em- 
ployed in  contemplating  the  lovelieft  ob- 
jed,  his  affedlions  alfo  will  be  running  out 
towards  God  5  he  will  feel  his  heart  warm- 
ed with  love  and  gratitude,  and  infpired 
with  truft  and  confidence  in  him  5  his 
meditations  will  be  accompanied  with  the 
purefl:  and  moft  exalted  devotion  ;  and  it 
is  this  devout  intercourfe  with  God  which 

is 
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is  the  great  refrefliment  and  fupport  of  Serm.' 
good  men  under  all  the  evils  and  troubles  ^-^^' 
of  life.  It  is  thus,  that  i?!  the  multitude  of 
thoughts  within  them^  his  comforts  delight 
their  fouh  For,  is  it  not  a  fenfible  confo- 
lation  to  us,  when  in  diftrefs  and  perplexi- 
ty, to  have  a  fure  and  faithful  friend,  into 
whofe  bofom  we  may  pour  our  cares  and 
forrows,  who  may  comfort,  diredt  and 
advife  us,  and  by  his  tender  friendly  fym- 
pathy  may  eafe  us  of  half  our  burden  ? 
How  happy  then  muft  a  pious  man  be, 
who  in  all  his  diflrelTes  may  have  his  re- 
courfe  to  God  ^  the  moft  faithful,  affecti- 
onate, all-fufficient  friend  ;  ever  ready  to 
hear  and  willing  to  help  us ,  who  defpifes 
noty  nor  abhors  the  offliBion  of  the  afflicted -y 
who  invites  us  to  pour  out  our  hearts  before 
him,  and  has  promifed  to  be  a  ftreiigth  to 
lis  in  our  diftrefs.^  a  refuge  from  the  jlorm^ 
and  a  Jhadow  from  the  heat.  Thus  then 
I  hope  it  appears,  that  religion  affords  the 
fervant  of  God  fuch  fpiritual  joys  and  plea- 
furcs^  as  will  in  great  meafure  fupply  the 
G  want 
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Serm.  want  of  other  enjoyments,  and  leflen  the 
•'"•  weight  of  any  forrow.  Is  he  reduced  to 
want  and  indigence  ?  he  has  a  good  con- 
fcience,  which  is  a  perpetual  feaft  -,  and  he 
can  join  with  the  Pfalmift,  nere  be  many 
that  fay ^  Who  will  Jhew  us  a7iy  good?  T^hou 
hajl  put  gladnefs  in  my  hearty  more  than  when 
their  corn  and  their  wine  abounded.  Is  he 
har raffed  by  the  envy  and  malice  of  thofe 
about  him?  he  enjoys  peace  with  his  Cre- 
ator, and  friendfliip  with  himfelf.  Is  he 
forfaken  by  friend  and  brother?  one 
friend  Hill  remains  who  changeth  not :  he 
£nds  in  his  experience,  that  the  Lordy^^r- 
faketb  not  his  faints^  and  that  none  that  trujl 
in  himjhallbe  defolate, — Is  his  body  weak- 
ly and  languifhing  ?  his  foul  may  notwith- 
ftanding  be  vigorous  and  free,  may  raife 
itfeif  above  this  world,  converfe  with  its 
eternal  Creator,  and  tafte  of  pleafures, 
which  thofe  the  body  minifters,  when  in 
all  its  health  and  foundnefs,  can  never  e- 
qual. 

III.  The 
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III.  The  next  thing  mentioned,  in  or-  SermZ 
der  to  (how  that  religion  is  our  great  fup-  ^^^* 
port  under  the  afflidions  of  life,  was  this, 
that  as  religion  teaches  us,  that  all  things 
are  ordered  by  the  moft  perfect  wifdoin 
and  goodnefs,  fo  it  particularly  affures  e- 
very  good  man,  that  all  things  Jkall  work 
together  for  his  good.  Without  the  know- 
ledge and  belief  of  an  infinitely  perfedt 
Being,  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the 
world,  we  would  neceflarily  have  the 
moft  melancholy  views  of  human  nature 
and  human  life.  Let  us  reprefent  to  our- 
felves  a  poor  helplefs  animal  brought  into 
being,  ignorant  of  his  origin,  and  of  the 
end  for  which  he  is  formed ;  furrounded 
on  all  hands  with  darknefs ;  fubjcdl  to  a 
thoufand  anxieties  and  troubles,  pains  and 
diftreffes,  which  he  can  neither  prevent 
nor  cure  3  feeling  violent  inclinations  which 
can  never  be  fatisfied  \  endowed  with  fo 
much  reafon,  as  to  make  his  mifery  the 
more  complete  by  the  exquifite  perception 
gf  it;  and  after  a  few  years  of  this  wretch- 
G  2  ed 
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SiRM*  ed  exiftencc,  returning  to  the  duft,  and 
•^^^*  dying  like  the  beafts  that  perifli.  This, 
my  friends,  is  the  beft  notion  we  can  form 
of  ourfelves,  if  we  exclude  from  our 
thoughts  the  Supreme  Being,  whcfe  we 
<tre^  and  on  whom  we  depend.  But  w^hen 
wc  confider  ourfelves  as  the  creatures  and 
fubjedts  of  the  great  and  good  God ;  all 
whofe  ways,  tho'  by  us  unfearchable,  we 
know  to  be  in  righteoufnefs  and  truth  ; 
who  has  the  moft  tender  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  his  creatures,  and  purfues  this 
as  his  great  end  thro'  the  whole  of  his  di- 
vine adminiftration ;  when  we  believe  that 
nothing  can  befal  us  here,  but  what  is  or- 
dered by  the  moft  confummate  wifdom 
and  the  moft  boundlefs  goodnefs,  nothing 
but  what,  if  rightly  improven,  will  turn 
out  to  our  real  intereft  and  advantage: 
this  inftantly  brightens  the  fcene  \  this 
affords  a  moft  comfortable  profpedl  of 
things,  and  may  juftly  fupport  our  minds 
under  the  various  evils  which  we  are  here 
expofed  to,    When  all  things  around  us 

arc 
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arc  dark  and  gloomy,  how  rejoicing  is  the  Serm,' 
thought,  that  there  is  one  who  fits  at  the  ^^^* 
helm  of  the  world  to  govern  and  direft 
every  event,  to  bring  light  out  of  dark- 
nefs,  and  order  out  of  feeming  confufion! 
When  we  fee  nothing  before  us  but  the 
difmal  profpefl:  of  approaching  mifery, 
and  our  minds  are  ready  to  fink  under  fad 
apprehenfions  and  forebodings;  what  con- 
folation  muft  it  vield  us,  to  know  that  our 
concerns  are  all  in  the  beft  and  fafcfl: 
hands,  and  are  under  the  care  and  ma- 
nagement of  him,  who  is  mighty  in  wif- 
dofji,  and  whofe  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
his  works!  When  our  minds  are  perplexed 
and  confounded  with  the  ftrange  and  fcem- 
ingly  inconfiftent  appearances  in  the  pre- 
fentftate  of  things,  how  comfortable  mufl 
the  reflexion  be,  that  tho*  we,  fliort-fight- 
ed  creatures,  cannot  comprehend  it,  yet  the 
whole  makes  up  one  regular  fyftern,  wo;*- 
thy  of  the  great  and  righteous  Ruler  of 
all  1  Well  therefore  may  we  join  with  the 
Pfalmift;,  Tf^e  Lord  reigneth^  let  the  earth 

rejoice^ 
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Serm.     rejoice,  and  let  the  nmltitude  of  the  ijles  be 
^^ ,  gJ^d  thereof.     Clouds  and,  darknejs  are  round 
about  hiwi^  but  righteoufliefs  and  judgment  ure 
the  habitation  of  his  throne,  * 

But  a  general  affurance  of  the  wifdom 
and  goudnefs  of  the  divine  adminiftration 
is  not  all  the  comfort  which  good  men 
have  under  the  troubles  of  life.  Befides 
this,  they  have  the  moft  exprefs  declara- 
tions and  promifes  of  God,  that  all  things 
Jhall  work  together  for  their  good  in  parti- 
cular 3  and  that  whatever  may  befal  o- 
thers,  yet  furely  it  Jhall  be  well  with  them 
that  fear  the  Lord,  He  has  promifed  that 
he  will  prevejit  them  with  the  blefjings  of  his 
goodnefs^  and  with  his  favour  encompafs  them 
about  as  with  a  Jhield,  How  great  is  thy 
goodnejs^  0  Lord,  which  thou  ha/i  laid  up 
for  thofe  that  fear  thee^  which  thou  hajl 
wrought  for  thofe  that  truji  in  thee^  before  the 
fons  of  men!  Thou  JI:  alt  hide  them  in  the  fe* 
cret  of  thy  prefence  from  the  pride  of  man^ 
ihou  fait  keep  them  in  a  pavilion  from  the 

f  Pfal.  xcvii.  I;  2. 
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ftrife  of  tongues.  The  Jalvation  of  the  righ-  Serm. 
teens  is  of  the  Lord^  he  is  their  Jirength  in  ^^^' 
time  of  trouble 'y  he  Jloall  deliver  them  in  fix 
troubles,  and  in  f even  there  fia  II  no  evil  touch 
them  :  in  famine  he  JJ:all  redeem  them  from 
deaths  aiid  in  war  from  the  power  of  the 
fword,  The  exes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro 
throughout  the  whole  earth,  to  Jhow  himfelf 
firong  in  behalf  of  them  whole  heart  is  per- 
fe6i  towards  him.  Now,  tho'  thefe  and 
the  like  promifes  of  God's  peculiar  favour 
to  good  men  are  not  fo  to  be  underftood, 
as  if  they  were  to  be  entirely  exempted 
from  thofe  troubles  to  which  the  reft  of 
mankind  are  liable;  or  as  if  thefe  afflidli- 
ons  were  not  to  have  their  natural  efFeds 
on  them  as  well  as  others :  yet  this  much 
they  muft  furely  import,  that  good  men, 
when  under  the  evils  of  life,  are  in  a  fitu- 
ation  widely  different  from  that  of  wicked 
men,  when  under  the  fame  evils  ^  and 
that  the  righteous  have  grounds  of  ftrong 
confolation  which  others  know  nothing 
of.     They  know  that  all  the  afflictions 

they 
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Serm.    they  are  vifited  with  here,  are  defigncd 
■*-^^*      for  the  moft  wife  and  eracious  ends.  They 
behold  them  as  the  kind  chaftifements  of 
an  afFe<5tionate  father,   whieh  are  by  him 
difpenfedj   in  order  to  correal  their  fail- 
ings,  to  quicken  them  in  their  duty,   to 
exercife   their  graces,  and  to  ftrengthen 
their  faith  and  truft:  in  God.    They  look 
on  them  as  excellent  medicines  applied  to 
cure  the  maladies  of  their  fouls,  to  check 
the  wandering  of  their  afFcdions,  to  raife 
them  above  this  world,   and  make  them 
afpire  after  pleafures  more  exalted  and 
fublime.     It  is  in  this  light  that  we  al- 
ways find  the  afflidions  of  the  people  of 
God  reprefented  in  fcripture:    when  the 
righteous  are  hoi  den  in  the  cords  of  afflidliori^ 
faith  Elihiiy   then  God  fjeweth  them  their 
wo:  k  and  their  tranfgrejjion^  that  they  have 
exceeded  \  he  cpeneth  alfo  their  ear  to  difci^ 
fline^  and  commandeth  that  they  return  from 
iniquitj,^     We  have  a  long  ^nd  excellent 
reafoning  on  this  fubjedt  in  the  epiftle  to 
the  Hebrews  xii.  7.  where  the  apoftle  havr 
*  Job  xjycvi.  8;  9;  10. 
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ing  fliown  God's  wife  and  gracious  de-  Serm. 
figns  in  vifiting  his  people  with  afflidlions, 
very  properly  fubjoins  this  exhortation. 
Therefore  lift  up  the  hands  that  hang  down^ 
and  the  feeble  knees.  And  indeed,  my  bre- 
thren, muft  not  the  man  who  beholds  all 
the  evils  and  calamities  of  life  in  fuch  a 
hght  as  this,  bear  them  in  quite  another 
manner,  and  with  much  more  compofure 
and  fortitude,  than  it  is  poflible  for  the 
men  of  the  world  to  do  ?  Weil  may  he 
count  it  all  joy  when  he  falls  into  divers  temp- 
taticnSj  as  knowing  that  the  trying  of  his 
faith  worketh  patience^  that  he  may  be  per-- 
JeB  and  entire^  lacking  nothing.  Thus  fin4 
we  the  faints  in  fcripture  exprefling  their 
truft  and  confidence  in  God  under  trouble, 
in  language  the  moft  ftrong  and  fublime. 
The  Lord^  fays  the  Pfalmift,  is  my  light  a724 
my  fahation^  whomjhalllfear'?  the  Lord 
is  thejlrength  of  my  life^  ofwhomfiall  I  be 
afraid?  In  God  have  I  put  my  triifi^  I  will 
not  fear  what  man  can  do  unto  me.  God  is 
cur  refuge  and  cur  firength^  fays  he  elfe- 

where^ 
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Serm.  where,  and  therefore  I  will  not  fear  though 
'  .  the  earth  be  removed^  and  the  mount  aim  be 
cajl  into  the  midjt  of  the  fea.  But  the  con- 
folation,  which  truft  in  God  and  in  the 
divine  promifes  affords  to  good  men,  is 
better  felt,  than  it  can  be  poffibly  expreft 
in  words ;  it  is  their  cordial  under  all  dif- 
cafes,  their  light  under  all  darknefs,  their 
antidote  againft  all  the  plagues  of  the 
world :  T^he  peace  of  God  which  pajjeth  all 
under  ft  anding^  keeping  their  hearts  and  minds 
through  Jejus  Chrift,  By  means  of  this, 
their  fpirits  are  not  only  born  up  in  the 
midft  of  all  the  waves  and  billows  of  af- 
flidion,  but  they  are  made  to  look  beyond 
the  tempeft  to  a  fafe  and  quiet  fhore^  they 
triumph  in  the  affured  profpedl  of  delive- 
rance, and  are  enabled  to  rejoice  in  the  hope 
(f  the  glory  of  God, 

IV.  Which  leads  me  to  the  fourth  head 
of  difcourfe,  that  religion  gives  us  the 
bleffed  profpedl  of  a  happy  end  of  all  our 
forrowsj  and  a  reft  from  all  our  labours  in 

the 
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the  life  which  is  to  come.  Sometimes,  Serm. 
no  doubt,  the  cloud  is  fo  dark  over  eood  ■^^^• 
men,  the  ftorm  beats  upon  them  fo  furi- 
oujly,  and  they  are  fo  befet  behind  and 
before,  that  were  it  not  for  this  dehghtful 
profpe6l,  other  confiderations  would  avail 
but  little  to  bear  up  their  minds  under  the 
prefllire  of  afflidion.  Hence  the  infpired 
apoflle,  when  fpeaking  of  the  trials  and 
perfecutions  of  the  firft  Chriftians,  ufes 
that  expreffion,  If  in  this  life  only  we  had 
hope^  we  were  of  all  men  mof  miferable.  And 
indeed,  what  lefs  than  the  glorious  hope 
of  eternal  biifs  could  have  fupported  men, 
who  were  conftantly  expofed  to  the  deri- 
lion,  hatred  and  cruelty  of  mankind  5  who 
were  enduring  ftripes  and  chains,  weari- 
nefs  and  hunger,  cold  and  nakednefs,  who 
were  continually  in  perils  and  dangers, 
and  who  could  expert  to  end  this  life  of 
forrows  only  by  a  violent  and  fhamcful 
death  ?  Accordingly  we  find  that  our  Lord 
and  his  apoftles  ufually  adduce  this  confi- 
dcration  of  an  everlafdng  reward,  as  the 

only 
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Serm.    only  motive  of  fufficient  force  in  fuch  a 
J}^  1  ^i^^^^  ^^^^*     Blejfed  are  the)\  fays  our  Sa- 
viour, who  are  perfectited  for  righteoufnefs 
fake^  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
Blejfed  are  ye  ^  when  all  men  f 2  all  revile  you  ^ 
mid  p erf e cute  yoUy  and  (Jdall  fay  all  manner 
of  evil  falfely  againjl  you  for  my  fake  \  rejoice 
and  be  exceeding  glad^  for  great  is  your  re- 
ward in  heaven,  "^     Be  ye  patient^  faith  the 
apoftle,  and  liablifh  your  hearts^  for  the  com- 
ing of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh,  -f-   Now  tho', 
by  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  us,  we  are  not 
generally  expofed  to  fuch  dreadful  fuffer- 
ings,  as  our  brethren  were  expofed  to  in 
the  firft  days  of  the  gofpel ;  yet,  no  doubt, 
it  is  fometlmes  the  lot  even  of  the  beft  of 
men,  to  be  placed  in  fuch  difaftrous  cir- 
cumftances,  in  fuch  extremity  of  pain  and 
anguifh,  that  nothing  but  the  profpecS  of 
heaven  could  keep  them  from  the  greateft 
dejedlion  of  mind.   But  this  glorious  hope 
entirely  changes  the  face  of  things  \  it 
makes  all  their  prefent  afii6lions^  how  hea- 
vy foever  they  may  be,  to  feem  light  ^  and 
f  Matth.  V.  10;  II;  12.     t  J^^ss  V.  8. 

how 
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how  long  foever  they  may  laft,  to  appear  Serm. 
as  enduring  but  for  a  moment^  m  compa-      ^^^* 
rifon  of  that  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory.     Death,    tho*   naturally 
dreadful  to  mankind,  they  will  welcome 
as  the  happy  period  of  ail  their  griefs,  the 
cure  of  all  their  difeafes,  the  vidorv  over 
all  their  enemies  j  and  will  look  forward 
with  pleafure  thro'  the  dark  and  gloomy 
vale,  into  that  happy  land  where  they  ihall 
refi  from  all  their  labours,  and  their  "works 
foall  follow  them-,  where  God  Jhall  wipe  a- 
way  all  tears  from  their  eyes-,  and  there  fiall 
be  no  more  death,  neither  forrow  nor  Cfying^ 
neither  fiall  there  be  any  more  pain-,  where 
the  righteous  Jhall  hunger  no  more^  neither 
thirjl  any  more,  neither  Jhall  the  fun  light  on 
them,  nor  any  heat-,  where  former  things 
Jhall  be  done  away,    and  ail  thifjgs  (hall  be- 
come new.  Looking  upon  thisftate  offuc- 
ceeding  exiftence  in  no  other  light,  than 
as  a  complete  deliverance  from  all  the 
troubles  of  the  prefent  life,  it  mull  needs 
afford  the  highell  confolation  to  good 

men; 
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Serm.  men  >  and  as  they  approach  nearer  to  itj 
^^'  they  may  lift  up  their  heads  with  joy^  as 
knowing  that  the  day  of  their  redemption  is 
at  hand.  But  muft  it  not  have  ftill  a  more 
powerful  influence  to  fupport  and  gladden 
their  fouls,  when  they  confider,  that  then 
they  {hall  not  only  be  for  ever  redeemed 
from  all  their  forrows,  but  {hall  receive  an 
unfpeakable  reward  of  glory  and  endlefs 
blifs  ?  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  hath  ear  heard ^ 
nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to 
conceive  y  what  God  hath  laid  up  for  thofe  that 
Jove  him.  Who  can  now  comprehend  the 
happinefs  that  mu{l  flow  from  perfedt 
knowledge,  joined  with  perfe6l  goodnefs; 
from  the  fociety  of  angels,  and  of  thej^/- 
rits  of  jufi  men  madeperfedi  j  from  our  en- 
joyment of  God  himfelf,  and  our  union 
with  the  fountain  of  all  goodnefs !  If  in 
this  life  good  men  have  been  loaded  with 
reproach  and  difgrace,  there  {hall  they  be 
made  kings  and  priejls  unto  God^  and  be 
crowned  with  glory ^  honour  and  immorta- 
lity J  if  hece  they  have  been  born  down 

with 
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with  poverty  and  want,  there  is  referv-  Serm. 
ed  for  them  an  inheritance  eternal  and  in-      ^^^* 
Corruptible;  a  treafure  "which  moth  or  rufi  do 
not  corrupty   and  where  no  thieves  break 
through  and  jleaL     If  here  they  have  been 
made  to  pafs  through  the  furnace  of  af- 
flidion,  and  through  pain  andficknefs;  if 
they  have  had  wearifom  days  and  nights 
appointed  for  them  j  there  fhall  they  obtain 
joy  and  gladnefs,  they  fhall  flourifh  in  im- 
mortal youth,  and  be  clothed  with  ftrength 
and  vigour  incapable  of  decay ;  when  this 
corruptible  fiali  have  put  on  incorruption^  and 
this  mortal  Jhall  have  put  on  immortality ^  and 
death  Jhall  be  /wallowed  up  in  vi5fory,    In- 
fpired  with  this  bleffed  hope,  how  well 
may  they  rejoice  in  the  midjl  of  tribulation^ 
and  with  what  courage  may  they  bear  the 
hardfhips   and   difficulties   of  the   way, 
which  they  know  will  foon  lead  them  to 
everlafting  reft  and  joy !  What  labour  and 
toil  will  not  men  endure  5   what  danger 
will  they  not  chearfully  encounter,  when 
animated  with  the  expectation  of  acquir- 

ing 
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Serm.  irig  fome  fading  worldly  good  ?  Ought  not 
^^^'  then  the  profpe6l  of  the  celeftial  blifs  to 
have  a  much  ftronger  influence  to  fupport 
our  minds  under  the  evils  and  calamities  of 
life  ;  iince,  with  fo  much  certainty,  we 
Can  conclude  with  the  apoftle,  that  the 
Jufferings  of  the  prefent  time,  are  not  worthy 
to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  Jhali  after- 
wards  be  revealed. 


V.  The  laft:  thing  I  mentioned,  to  fhow 
you  how  religion  is  the  fource  of  comfort 
under  afflictions,  was  this ;  that  it  intitles 
us  to  the  gracious  influences  of  the  Spirit 
of  God,  which  enables  us  to  apply,  in  a 
due  manner,  the  grounds  of  comfort  which 
religion  affords,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord 
dways.  The  neceffity  of  our  being  diredt- 
ed  by  a  fuperior  principle  in  the  ways  of 
truth  and  goodnefs,  reafon  itfelf  may  de- 
duce from  the  prefent  weaknefs  of  our  na- 
tures, and  the  unhappy  biafs  which  fo 
early  appears  in  us  to  the  crooked  paths 
of  error  and  vice.    The  ancient  philofo- 

pher 
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pher,    is  acknowleged   to   have    deeply  Serm,  • 

TTT 

ftudied  human  nature,    who  laid  it  down      ^^^'  . 
as  a  maxim,  that  no  man  could  arrive  at 
eminent  virtue  without  the  infpiration  of 
God.  Agreeably  to  this,  the  divine  reve* 
lation  every  where  afcribes  the  beginning, 
the  progrefs  and  perfection  of  the  religi- 
ous life  to  the  benign   influences  of  the 
fpirit  of  God,  and  affures  us  that  it  is  God 
who  worketh  in  us  to  will  ajid  to  do  of  his  good 
pleafure.  As  this  bleifed  aid  is  neceffary  for 
us  at  all  times,    fo  in  a  particular  manner 
in  the  day  of  diftrefs  and  trouble ;  then  the 
divine  grace  mufl:  h^  fiifficient  for  us,  or  our 
own  weaknefs  will  foon  betray  us.  The  af- 
flidions  we  are  here  expofed  to,  the  facred 
writers  very  properly  reprefent  as  trials 
and  temptations  5  it  being  extremely  diffi- 
cult to  behave  in  a  right  manner  under 
them,  and  not  to  be  led  into  fin  and  folly, 
to  impatience  and  fretfulnefs,  to  murmur- 
ing and  repining  againflGod.  Mofl  feafon- 
ably,  therefore,  in  fuch  circumftances,  is  a 
divine  aid  provided  for  us,  by  the  promife 
H  of 
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Serm.  of  the  fpirit  of  God  to  them  that  fincerely 
,  ^^^*  ask  it.  He  aflures  us  that  they  who  are 
thefom  of  Gcdjlall  be  led  by  the  fpirit  of  God-, 
and  to  point  out  to  us  the  happy  effeds  of 
his  influence  and  condu6t,  when  we  are 
under  diftrefs  and  trouble,  he  has  promifed 
the  fpirit  under  the  particular  charader 
of  the  Comj  or  ter  that  fould  abide  with  us  for 
ever.  It  is  by  this  fpirit,  the  Comforter^  that 
good  men  are  armed  v/ith  patience,  con- 
tentment and  fortitude  under  all  their 
troubles  -,  and  are  made  to  rejoice  iii  tri- 
bulation^ the  power  cfChnJi  re  fling  on  them. 
By  him  they  are  made  to  delight  in  the 
cxercifes  of  religion,  and  to  tafle  therein 
^joy  zxidi  peace  that  is  unfpeakdble^  quieting 
all  the  griefs  and  forrows  of  their  hearts. 
By  him  they  are  rooted  and  grounded  in  faith 
and  love ^  and  made  to  know  what  is  the 
hope  of  God's  callings  and  what/;6^  riches  of 
the  glory  of  his  inheritance,  Joy  2ind peace^ 
are  the  fruits  of  the  fpirit  ^  and  it  is  through 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghojl,  we  are  faid  to 
abound  in  hope^  and  to  be  filled  with  joy  and 

peace 
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peace  in  believi?ig.     Thefe  happy  efFedsof  SermJ 
the  lioly  fpirit,    the  firft  profelTors  of  our      HI- 
religion  fully  experienced  in  all  their  fuf- 
ferings  for  the  caufe  of  Chrift  -,  and   as 
their  fujirhigs  abounded^   their  confolatiom 
alfo  abounded  by  Qrrift,   fo  that  they  even 
7'ejoiced  that  they  nvere  accounted  worthy  to 
Jiifferfiame  for  his  fake.    The  fame  fpirit, 
with  all   his  gracious   influences,   is  ftill 
promifed,   and  will  certainly  be  bellowed 
on  every  fincere  Chriftian.     Many  I  hope 
there  are  who  can  bear  witnefs  to  the 
goodnefs  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  in  this 
refpeft ;    who  under  the  greateft  afflidi- 
ons  have  found  themfelves  upheld  and 
comforted  by  an  invifible  power,  and  when 
deftitute  of  earthly  comforts  have  found 
that  the  confolations  of  the  Lord  are  neither 
femo  nor  fmalL 

Thus  having  endeavoured  to  explain 
and  illuftrate  the  feveral  particulars  by 
which  I  propofed  to  fliow,  that  religi- 
on and  goodnefs  is  the  great  fource  of 

H  2  comfort 
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SeRM.  comfort  under  the  afflictions  of  life,  I 
IJI;  (hould  now  conclude  with  feme  pradical 
refleftions  on  the  whole.  Here  allow  me 
only  to  obferve,  that  the  defign  and  the 
natural  improvement  of  this  difcourfe  is 
to  incite  us  to  the  ferious  ftudy  and  prac- 
tice of  holinefs  and  piety.  Many  and 
various  are  the  motives  fet  before  us,  to 
perfuade  us  to  this  3  and  what  we  have 
been  infifting  on,  is  none  of  the  leaft 
conliderable.  Where  is  the  man,  who 
can  reafonably  promife  himfelf  to  pafs 
through  this  valley  of  tears,  without  taft- 
ing  of  its  forrows  ?  Neither  the  higheft 
pitch  of  greatnefs,  nor  the  loweft  obfcurl- 
ty,  can  exempt  us  from  this  common  fate 
of  all  the  children  of  men.  Would  we 
then,  my  brethren,  be  prepared  to  bear, 
with  chearfulnefs  and  fortitude,  thofe  cala- 
mities which  we  cannot  avoid  ?  Would  wc 
armourfelves  againftthe  arrows  of  afflidion 
which  are  every  where  flying  around  us, 
and  aim'd  at  our  peace?  let  us  take  to 
©urfelves  the  buckler  of  religion  and  vir- 
tue; 
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iue  s  let  us  ferioufly  apply  ourfelves  to  the  Serm^ 
exercife  of  holinefs,  and  this  we  fl:iall  find  ^^^' 
to  be  the  beft  defence.  Gould  we  once  take 
delight  in  communion  with  God  -,  were 
the  medttatio7i  of  hhn  fweet  unto  our  fouls  ; 
this  would  lay  afleep  our  forrows  and 
fears  j  this  would  calm  the  ftorm  in  our 
breafts,  and  raife  us  above  the  world  and 
all  its  anxious  cares.  Were  we  approving 
ourfelves  as  faithful  fervants  unto  God,  then 
might  we  challenge,  and,  with  humble 
confidence,  reft  upon  \htk  great  and preci-' 
ous  promt fes  he  has  given  to  good  men. 
Were  we  abound'mgin  the  work  of  the  Lor  d^ 
Jiedfajl  and  immoveable  in  his  fervice,  then 
we  might  derive  the  moft  powerful  con- 
folation  from  knowing  that  our  labour 
Jhould  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord,  What  an 
indifference  about  all  things  here  belowj 
what  patience  and  contentment  under  all 
our  burthens ;  what  an  heroick  courage 
under  all  dangers;  what  joy,  what  triumph 
would  be  the  natural,  the  bleflTed  effedt  of 
our  looking  forward  to  that  day,  when  all 

our 
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Serm.    onr  forrows   {hall   have  an  end  ;  when 

^\J^,^  we  fhall  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of 

poverty,  diftrefs  and  pain,  and  be  poffef- 

fed  of  that  fulnefs  of  joy  which  is  at  the 

right  hand  of  God ^  and  thefe  rivers  of  plea- 

fure  which  are  in  his prefencefor  evermore  ? 

Such  would  be  the  blefled  effeds  of  the 

pra(n:ice  of  religion  :  and  is  not  this  fuf- 

ficient  to  make  us  love  it,   and  purfue  it, 

that  when  the  calamities  of  life  overtake 

us,   the  Lord  may  then   be  our  frength 

and  our  defence y  and  in  the  multitude  of  our 

thoughts  within  us^  his  comforts  tnay  delight 

cur  fouls  ? 

Have  we  not  here,  my  friends,  a  loud  call 
to  all  thefons  and  daughters  of  afflidion, 
to  feek  relief  where  it  is  only  to  be  found; 
to  all  iht  *weary  and  the  heavy  laden ^  to  come 
unto  God,  that  they  may  find  reft  unto  their 
fouls  ?  Nay,  to  thofe  who  have  not  as  yet 
tailed  of  the  evils  of  the  world  3  who  are 
yet  in  the  joyful  fpring  of  life,  ought  not 
this  flrongiy  to  recommend  the  good  ways 

of 
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of  the  Lord  ? You  may  flatter  your-  Serm, 

ielves  with  hopes  of  uninterrupted  hap-  ^^^' 
pinefs,  and  form  to  yourfelves  imaginary 
fchemes,  where  one  plcafure  fliall  ftill  be 
fucceeding  another.  You  are  unwilling,  I 
know,  that  any  thing  gloomy  orforrowful 
fliould  enter  into  your  views  of  life :  but, 
alas !  thefe  are  vain  deceitful  dreams.  As 
your  enjoyments,  at  the  beft  will  be  faint 
and  languid,  fleeting  and  tranfi  tory,fo 
your  joy  will  be  chequered  with  forrow, 
and  your  pleafure  mingled  with  grief.  Yoa 
know  not,  you  cannot  know,  how  much 
pain  and  ficknefs,  how  much  diflirefs  and 
w^ant,  how  much  afflidion  and  mifery  may 
be  yet  before  you  in  life.  The  lefs  you  look 
for  fuch  things,  they  will  be  the  heavier 
when  they  come  :  if  you  are  not  guarded 
and  armed  againft  them,  they  will  opprefs 
you  with  double  violence,  and  you  will  be 
ready  to  fink  under  their  weight.  Now  'tis 
religion  alone,  and  the  devoting  yourfelves 
to  the  fervice  of  God,  that  can  fupport  you 
pnder  the  trials  of  the  world,   and  con- 

duft 
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Serm.    du^  you  thro'  human  hfe  with  fafety  and 
"^"*      peace.  They  dlone  Jkall  be  ejlabltjkedinfer- 
Je5i  peace  whofe  minds  are  fiayedon  God,  Are 
you  entering  upon  a  hfe  fo  expofed  to  dif- 
treffes  and  plagues,  and  will  you  not  carry 
alongft  with  you  this  antidote,  this  cordial  ? 
a  life,  where  one  forrow  fhall  fucceed  an- 
other, and  will  you  negledl  thisbeft  fource 
of  tranquillity  and  comfort  ?    Get  ivildom 
thtrejorey  and  -with  all  jour  getting^  get  tin- 
derjlanding  :for  happy  is  the  man  thatfindeth 
wijdom  5  the  merchandije  of  it  is  better  than 
the  merchandije  of  f-lvcr^  and  th^gain  there- 
ef^  than  fine  gold.    She  is  more  precious  than 
rubies y  and  all  the  things  thou  canjl  defire  are 
not  to  he  con  pared  unto  her.  Length  of  days  is 
in  her  right  ha>idy   and  in  her  lejt  hand^  are 
riches  and  tcnrAir.  Her  ways  are  ways  ofplea^ 
Jantnefs:,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace, ^ 

*  Proy,  ill.  i^,  14,  15,  16, 


SER- 


SERMON  IV. 

The  Chriflian  Religion  the  greateft 
Bleffing  to  Mankind, 

COLOSSIANS  i.    12,   13. 

Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father, ivho  hath 

delivered  us  from  the  power  0}  darknefs^ 
and  hath  tranjlated  us  into  the  kingdom  of 
his  dear  Son. 

T  T  is  very  obfervable,  that  we  have  the  Sfrm^ 
•^  iufteft  fenfe  of  the  true  value  of  thofe  ^^ ' 
bleffings,  of  which  we  have  fometime  felt 
the  want,  and  were  thereby  made  fenfible 
how  neceflary  they  are  to  our  happinefs. 
Thefe  things,  on  the  other  hand,  of  which 
we  have  had  a  long  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment, how  great  and  valuable  foever  in 
themfelves,  make  but  a  very  faint  impref- 
fion  on  us.  We  become,  in  a  manner,  in-^ 
fejgifible  of  their  v/orth  3  and  are  neither 

carrfu| 


[       122       ] 

Serm.  careful  to  improve  them  in  a  right  man- 
t^.^^^^  ner,  nor  duly  thankful  to  God  for  beftow- 
ing  them.  There  is  nothing  in  which 
this  wrong  judgment,  this  weaknefs  of 
cur  nature,  appears  more  evidently,  than 
in  our  manner  of  thinking  concerning  the 
Chriftian  religion.  It  is  an  ineilimable 
treafure  which  we  have  all  our  life  en- 
joyed. We  never  knew  what  it  was  to 
want  it :  and  thence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that 
few  of  us  have  a  defervedly  high  eftima- 
tion  of  its  great  excellency.  Moft  people 
think  of  it  with  a  cold  indifference  -,  and 
fome  have  not  fcrupled  to  declare  before 
the  world,  that  they  look  upon  the  reli- 
gion of  Jefus  as  a  fuperfluous  inftitution, 
of  little  or  no  real  ufe  to  mankind.  But 
had  we  ever  known,  or  did  we  duly  re- 
fled:  on  the  horrid  barbarity  and  igno- 
rance, on  the  wretched  gloomy  fuperfti- 
tion,  from  which  we  are  delivered  by  this 
light  from  above,  and  had  we  thus  been 
taught  to  know  its  infinite  value,  no  cold, 
no  ieffening  thoughts  of  it  could  find  room 

in 
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in  our  brcafts.     With  eager  joy  v/ould  Serm.^ 
we  embrace  the  heavenly  s-ift,  and  with      •^^• 
thankful  fouls  adore  the  divine  goodnefs 
manifefted  in  beftowing  it. 

With  a  defign  to  offer  to  j^our  conii- 
deration  fome  thoughts  on  this  fubjed,  I 
have  chofen  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle 
Paul^  as  the  foundation  of  this  difcourfe. 
Not  to  fpend  time  in  Ihowing  their  con- 
nexion with  what  goes  before,  it  is  abun- 
dantly plain,  that  the  words,  Giving  thanks 
unto  the  Father ^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
1 2th  verfe,  equally  relate  to  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  1 3th  verfe,  as  to  what  is  im- 
mediately fubjoined  to  them^  w^hich  not 
being  fo  much  to  our  prefent  purpofe,  w^e 
may  pafs  over,  and  read  the  text  thus; 
Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father^  who  hath  dc* 
liver ed  iis  from  the  power  of  darknefs^  and 
bath  tranflated  us  into  the  kingdcm  of  his 
dear  Son. 

By  the  fewer  cf  darknefs^  I  underfland 

heathenifli 
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Serm.  hcathcniili  ignorance  and  fuperftitlon, 
',  which  is  frequently  in  fcripture  exprefi: 
under  this  figure,  as  the  gofpel  is  repre- 
fented  by  the  oppofite  figure  of  light. 
Thus,  fays  the  apoflle,  fpeaking  to  the 
Gentiles^  Te  were  fometimes  darknefs^  hut 
now  ye  are  light.  The  Gentiles  are  faid  to 
have  fat  in  darknefs^  and  in  the  Jhadow  of 
death ;  and  God  is  faid  to  have  called  them 
from  darknejs  into  his  marvellous  light :  and 
this  marvellous  light  is  the  fame  thing  that 
in  the  text  is  expreffed  by  the  kingdom  of 
the  Son  of  God-,  which  here,  and  in  many 
other  places  of  the  New  Teftament,  de- 
notes the  Chriftian  church,  or  the  evan- 
gelical difpenfation,  of  which  Jefus  Chrift 
is  the  author,  and  in  which  he  muft  be 
acknowledged  as  King  and  Lawgiver^  by 
all  who  fmcerely  receive  it. 


The  propofition  that  naturally  arifes 
from  the  words  thus  explained,  is  this; 
That  God's  delivering  the  Gentiles  from 
heathenifh  darknefs;,  and  calling  them  to 

the 
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the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrlflr,  is  Serm, 
an  inftance  of  his  goodnefs,  which  ought     ^^* 
always  to  be  acknowledged  with  the  high- 
eft  expreffions  of  gratitude  and  praife^ 

In  ordinary  cafes,  we  judge  of  the  mea- 
fure  of  gratitude  due  on  account  of  any  fa- 
vour from  fuch  circumftances  as  thefe ; 
from  our  deferving  or  not  deferving  it  at 
the  hands  of  our  benefaclor ;  from  our  great 
need  of  it,  and  our  mifery  without  it;  and 
laftly,  from  the  importance  of  the  favour 
itfelf,  and  the  happinefs  which  we  enjoy 
by  means  of  it.  If  therefore  it  can  be 
fhown,  that  the  Ge72tiles  were  entirely  un- 
deferving  of  this  valuable  gift  3  that  with- 
out it  they  were  in  a  ftate  of  very  deplor- 
able mifery  3  and  that  the  poiTeffion  of  it  is 
the  greateft  happinefs  3  it  will  hence  be 
evident,  that  the  goodnefs  of  God,  inbe- 
ftowing  this  gift  on  them,  requires  their 
higheft  gratitude.  In  this  method  I  pro- 
pofe  to  confider  the  fubjeft, 

Man- 
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Serm.        Mankind  are  endowed  with  rational 
powers,  by  the  due  exercife  of  which  they 
may  attain  to  a  confiderable  knowledge  of 
God  and  religion.  Altho'  men  maybe  plac- 
ed in  fuch  circumftances,  that  this  know- 
ledge, even  when  carried  to  the  greateft 
height  they  can  bring  it  to,  may  ftill  be  in- 
fufficient  for  the  great  ends  of  religion ;  yet 
undoubtedly  a  diligent  fearch  after  it,  and 
a  fuitable  improvement  of  what  they  have 
attained,  however  defedive,  is  the  beft 
way  of  recommending  them  to  the  favour 
of  God,  for  what  farther  knowledge  he 
fees  neceffary  for  creatures  in  their  cir- 
cumftances.    The  negle<^  of  this  know- 
ledge, on  the  other  hand,  and  the  mifim- 
provement  of  their  natural  powers,  render 
them  altogether  unworthy  of  any  fuch  fa- 
vour.    Now,  that  this  laft  was  the  cafe 
of  the  heathen  nations,  is  moft  certain. 
They  had  funk  into  fuch  an  ignorance  of 
the  nature  of  God,  and  had  adopted  fuch 
an  impious,  abfurd  and  ridiculous  fchemc 
of  religion,  as  it  was  impoffible  for  them 

to 
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to  have  fallen  into,  had  they  exercifed  and  Serm. 
improved  their  reafon  as  became  rational  -^^• 
creatures.  Our  underftandings  are  no 
doubt  very  much  darkened,  and  the  powers 
of  our  mind  weakened  in  this  imperfeifl 
ftate ;  yet  not  fo  much,  but  th^t  Jrom  ths 
things  that  ai^e  made^  wc  may  know  the  in- 
vifible  things  of  God y  even  his  eternal  power 
and  Godhead '^.io  that  thofe  ridiculous  tribes 
of  mock  deities  received  by  the  heathens, 
muft  have  been  the  offspring  of  the  moft 
criminal  negligence  and  fliameful  flupi- 
dity. 

Some,  I  know,  are  of  opinion,  that  man- 
kind were  in  no  period  of  the  world  left 
to  the  glimmerings  of  their  own  reafon^ 
in  the  inveftigation  of  religious  knowledge, 
but  were  aided  by  the  traditionary  remains 
of  the  moft  ancient  revelations  which  God 
made  of  himfelf  to  mankind,  and  which 
he  intended  fhould  be  handed  down  from 
father  to  fon.  Now,  if  we  take  the  mat- 
ter in  this  view,  the  guilt  of  the  Gentiles 

will 
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Serm.     ^'iil  ftill  appear  in  as  ftrong  a  light.    For 
i:  1     to  what  a  finfal  negled:  of  God,  to  what 
a  fcandalous  indifference  about  the  great 
truths  of  religion,  muft  we  afcribe  it,  that 
they  fuffered  this  knov/ledge  of  God,  con- 
veyed to  them  by  revelation,  to  be  fo  foon 
corrupted,  nay,  utterly  effaced;  firft  cloud- 
ed with  fable,  and  at  length  quite  buried 
in  darknefs  and  fuperftition  ?     Granting 
that  God  did  not  leave  mankind  to  find 
out  the  moft  neceffary  truths,  by  that  flow 
and  uncertain  way  of  their  own  reafon ; 
yet  furely  thefe  noble  faculties  were  de- 
figned  to  be  of  great  ufe  in  religion ;  to 
judge  what  w^as  confiftent  with  infinite 
perfedlion,  and  worthy  of  God;  to  guard 
them  from  afcribing  to  the  Deity  any  thing 
low  or  mean,  vitious  or  imperfecfl.     How 
criminal  then  was  it  in  men,  fo  far  to  ex- 
tinguifh  this  candle  of  the  Lord,  as  to  make 
to  themfelves  gods,  whofe  charafters  would 
fute  infernal  fpirits,  or  the  vilefl:  men,  bet- 
ter than  the  objeds  of  religious  worfhip 
and  adoration  ?   We  can  fcarce  read  the 

ilories 
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ftories  of  the  heathen  deities,  and  per-  Serm. 
fuade  ourfehxs,  that  mankind  were  ever  ^^'  . 
fo  infatuated,  as  to  receive  for  important 
articles  of  faith,  what  we  fmile  at  as  po- 
etic fables:  but  fuch  certainly  was  the 
cafe,  with  the  multitude  at  leaft,  even  in. 
thofe  nations  which  looked  down  on  the 
reft  of  the  world  as  barbarous  and  igno- 
rant :  fo  wife  and  difcerning  a  creature 
is  man,  with  all  his  boafted  powers  and 
extenfive  faculties,  when  left  to  be  his 
own  guide  in  religion  !  The  great  apoftlc 
of  the  gentiles  gives  us  a  very  juft  and  ele- 
gant defcription  of  their  ftate  in  the  firft 
chapter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Rojnam  ;  they 
are  witkont  excufe^  fays  he,  becaufe  that 
when  they  knew  God^  (or  might  have  known 
God)  they  glorified  him  not  as  God^  but  be- 
catJte  'vain  in  their  imaginations^  and  their 
foolijh  hearts  were  darke7ied\  profejfing  them- 
fekes  to  be  wife^  they  became  fools  ^  andchang-- 
id  the  gloij  of  the  incorruptible  God  into  an 
image  like  to  corruptible  ?nan^  to  birdsy  to 
fourfooted  beafls  a?id  creeping  things:  they 
I  changed 
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Serm.  changed  the  truth  of  God  into  a  lie^  and 
^  ^ '  worjhipped  andferved  the  creature  more  than 
the  Creator <i  'who  is  blejjed  for  evermore. 
Now,  as  thefe  things  make  it  evident, 
that  the  gentiles  had  not  improven  the 
light  that  God  had  given  them,  fo  as  to 
defcrve  any  farther  declaration  of  his  v^ill, 
or  had  fo  abufed  a  firft  revelation,  as  by 
no  means  to  defervc  a  fecond ;  fo  they  may 
ferve  in  part  to  fhow  the  miferable  condi- 
tion into  which  they  had  brought  them- 
felves ;  which  was  the  fecond  thing  I  pro- 
pofed  to  illuftrate. 

The  mifery  of  the  heathen  world  may 
be  confidered  in  thefe  two  different  views  \ 
frjly  As  flowing  from  that  falfc  religion 
they  had  adopted : 

Ani^yfecondly^  From  their  ignorance  of 
many  neceffary  principles  of  true  religion. 

As  we  arc  dependent  beings,  our  happi- 
nefs  or  our  mifery  muft  be  very  much  in- 
fluenced 
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fiueiiced  by  our  notions  of  that  Being,  on  Serm. 
whom  we  beUeve  ourfelves  to  depend.   ^^^.^ 
Our  conceiving  him  to  be  infinite  in  every 
perfe^lion,  particularly  in  wifdom,  righte* 
oufnefs  and  goodnefs,  makes  our  contem- 
plation of  him  noble  and  exalted,  and  the 
thoughts  of  our  dependence  on  him  plea- 
fant  and  delightful.   From  fuch  thoughts 
of  the  Deity  flows  true  religionj  which  is 
the  fource  of  the  moft  refined  pleafure ; 
which  elevates  the  foul,  and  raifes  our 
natures  to  their  greateft  dignity  and  per- 
feftion.     On  the  other  hand,  our  enter- 
taining evil  and  diflionourable  notions  of 
the  Deity,  particularly  our  conceiving  of 
him  as  grievous  and  hurtful  to  mankind  j 
as  a  Being  of  fierce  paffions  and  of  cruel 
revenge,  whofe  government  is  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical ;  fuch  thoughts,  I  fay,  muft 
fill  us  with  flaviili  fear  and  dread,  muft 
embitter  all  our  comforts,   and  make  our 
lives  a  melancholy  fcene  of  horror  or  de- 
fpair.     By  fuch  thoughts  as  thefe  is  begot 
that  monfter  fuperftition,  which  harraffes 
I  2  niens 
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Serm*.  mens  minds  with  chimerical  terrors,  fours 
their  tempers,  and  gives  birth  to  a  thou- 
fand  paffions  of  the  worft  and  mofl  un- 
natural kind. 

Now,  that  the  gentiles  had  thefe  wrong 
conceptions  of  the  Deity,  will  appear  evi- 
dently from  the  accounts  which  they  them- 
fclvcs  give  of  their  gods,  as  guilty  of  the 
moft  dreadful  inflances  of  cruelty ;  from 
their  deifying  and  paying  religious  honour 
and  worihip  to  things  in  themfelves  the 
moft  deftruftive  to  mankind  ^  to  famine 
and  peftilence,  to  fevers,  and  the  moft 
dreadful  difeafes  ^  nay,  to  evil  fpirits  and 
the  powers  of  hell  5  from  thofe  cruel 
bloody  rites  ufed  in  their  worfhipj  thofe 
dreadful  howlings,  whippings,  maiming 
their  bodies ;  and  above  all  from  their  ex- 
ecrable praftice  of  fhedding  human  blood 
in  facrificc  to  their  gods.  For  had  they 
not  conceived  the  beings,  whom  they  wor- 
fhipped,  as  fanguinary  and  delighting  in 
their  mifery,  they  could  never  have  ima- 
gined, 
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gined,  that  fuch  rites  as  thefe  would  be  Serm* 
acceptable  to  them.  Now  what  peace,  ^^ ' 
what  fatlsfadion  men  could  enjoy,  who 
believed  themfelves  to  be  under  the  arbi- 
trary power  of  fuch  deities  as  thefe,  and 
conceived  themfelves  obliged  to  ufe  fuch 
deteftable  methods  of  appealing  them, 
may  very  eafily  be  determined. 

But  further,  from  this  there  fprung 
another  branch  of  mifcry;  their  flaviih 
dread  of  their  imaginary  gods  bred  in  them 
a  mean  fubjeftion,  and  implicit  obedience 
to  their  crafty  priefts.  If  they  would  not 
draw  down  the  vengeance  of  heaven  on 
their  heads,  they  muft  with  reverence 
fubmit  to  that  facred  order,  who  were 
too  wife  for  themfelves  not  to  improve 
this  folly  of  the  people  to  their  own  ad- 
vantage. The  greateft  abfurdities,  the 
moft  palpable  falfhoods  and  contradidlions, 
if  they  ferved  their  interefted  defigns,  were 
impofed  on  the  people  as  divine  revelati- 
ons, which  they  were  not  permitted  to 

examine 
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Serm.  examine  nor  call  in  queftion.  Not  con- 
tent  with  the  power  of  appointing  rites 
and  ceremonies,  which  they  multiplied  to 
fuch  a  number,  that  their  worfhip  became 
a  laborious  penance  ;  but  thirfting  alfo 
after  riches  and  dominion,  they  extended 
their  fubtile  craft  much  farther.  Under  an 
artful  pretence  of  knowing,  by  certain 
ligns,  future  events,  and  the  will  of  hea- 
ven, they  eftablifhed  to  themfelves  a 
boundlefs  power  over  the  deluded  people, 
who  thought  themfelves  bound  on  every 
occafion  to  confult  them  -,  and  thus  every 
thing,  from  the  moft  important  tranfadli- 
ons  in  the  Hate,  to  the  meaneft  occurren- 
ces in  private  life,  was  fubjedl  to  their 
controul.  Now,  what  bafe  fervitude  were 
they  under,  and  how  much  muft  they 
have  fuffered  from  it,  all  whofe  acflions 
were  thus  over-ruled,  whofe  greateft  de- 
figns  could  thus  be  broken  5  whom  the 
word  of  an  ignorant  foothfayer,  or  of  an 
intriguing  prieft  could  infpire  with  hope, 
or  fink  into  defpair  3  whom  the  entrails  of 

facri- 
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facrifices,  the  flight  of  birds,  or  things  yet  Serm. 
more  triflins:  than  thefe,  could  fill  with      ^^*    . 
joy,   or  make  pale  with  fear.     What  a 
powerful  thing  is  fuperftition  !     The  an- 
cient RomanSy  that  wife  and  valiant  people, 
fo  juftly  fam'd  for  their  love  of  public  li- 
berty, were  conquered  by  its  force,  and 
fubmitted  to  this  inglorious  flavery  5  even 
with  them  was  this  prieftcraft  carried  to 
the  higheft  perfection.     What  then  (hall 
we  think  of  the  ftate  of  thofe  nations, 
whofe  barbarity  and  ignorance  has  occa- 
fioned  our  having  no  fuch  particular  ac- 
counts of  them  ?  They  fure,   as  they  lay 
more  open  to  trick  and  fraud,  and  were  a 
more  eafy  prey  to  every  filly  impofture, 
muft  have  been  in  circumllances  ftillmorc 
wretched,  and  muft  have  been  held  in 
ftronger  chains  by  the  power  of  darknefs. 

But  the  mifery  of  the  heathens  will 
appear  in  a  much  ftronger  light,  if  we 
confider  their  ignorance  of  the  neceffary 
principles  of  true  religion.     Idonotpro^ 

pofe 
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SeRm.     pofe  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  truths,  of 

£  •      which  the  heathens  were  either  wholly 

ignorant,  or  of  which  they  had  but  a  dark 

and  imperfe(5t  knowledge.     I  fhall  only 

make  the  two  following  obfervations : 


ly?,  Our  happinefs  is  ftridlly  conneded 
with  our  paying  that  honour  to  God,  the 
Creator  and  Sovereign  of  the  world,  and 
yielding  that  obedience  to  his  laws  which 
becomes  us  as  rational  creatures,  in  that 
ftation  in  which  we  are  placed.  This 
connexion  is  founded  both  on  the  pofitive 
appointment  of  God,  and  on  the  nature 
of  man  5  according  to  which  our  happi- 
nefs is  in  various  ways  connedled  with 
the  practice  of  true  religion  and  virtue. 
Affuming  this  for  a  principle,  it  clearly  fol- 
lows, that  the  knowledge  of  the  Supreme 
Being  whom  we  are  bound  to  honour, 
and  of  that  obedience  which  is  due  to  his 
laws,  muft  be  infinitely  valuable;  and 
that  in  proportion  as  men,  through  iloth 
©r  negligence,  have  funk  into  an  ignorance 

of 
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of  his  nature,  and  of  what  he  reqmres  of  Serm- 
them,  or  have  adopted  wrong  notions  of  ^  . 

thefe  things,  in  the  fame  proportion  muft 
they  be  deprived  of  the  neceffary  means  of 
happinefs .  Now  'tis  evident  beyond  que- 
ilion,  that  the  gentiles  were  in  a  great 
meafure  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  per- 
fections of  the  Deity  5  that  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God  was  almoft  entirely  loft,  in 
their  invention  of  numberlefs  deities  of  the 
vileft  charader ;  that  the  knowledge  of 
the  true  worfliip  of  God  was  loft  in  the 
irrational,  ridiculous,  impious  fervice  paid 
to  their  idols  ;  that  a  vain  pageantry  of  ab- 
fiird  rites  had  ufurp'd  the  place  of  true  pie- 
ty, devotion,  goodncfs  and  virtue;  that  the 
fenfe  of  moral  good  and  evil  planted  in  our 
natures  was  thereby  much  weakened,  if 
not  in  fome  inftances  quite  extinguifhed ; 
and  laftly,  that  the  knowledge  of  a  future 
ftate  of  rewards  and  puniftiments,  thefe 
great  incitements  to  religion  and  virtue, 
was  very  dark  and  imperfeft.  Now,  how 
far  men  in  thefe  circumftances  were  cap- 
able 
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Serm.  able  of  paying  that  rational  fervice  to 
^^'  God,  which  he  requires  of  his  intelligent 
creatures,  any  one  may  eaiily  judge.  This 
however  is  certain,  that  as  far  as  they  were 
incapable  of  doing  it,  fo  far  were  they  un- 
der an  incapacity  of  attaining  to  the  true 
happinefs  of  a  rational  nature. 

To  this  whole  account  of  the  heathen 
world,  and  particularly  to  what  has  been 
juft  now  faid,  it  may  perhaps  be  objedted, 
that  there  were  fome  amongft  them,  who 
faw  through  the  impofture  of  the  eftablifh- 
ed  religion ;  who  had  high  and  worthy 
notions  of  the  Supreme  Being  -,  of  his  per- 
fedlions  and  his  will ;  and  fuch  views  of  a 
future  ftate,  as  were  tolerably  clear  and 
rational.  No  doubt  there  were  fuch  -,  and 
their  attainments,  confidering  the  difad- 
vantages  they  laboured  under,  were  very 
furprizing:  but  it  may  be  obferved,  once 
for  all,  that  granting  the  difcoveries  of 
thefe  philofophers  had  been  more  com- 
plete than  they  appear  to  have  been  in  re- 
ality. 
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ality,  yet  as  they  were  very  few  in  num-  Serm."* 
ber,  appearing  but  feldom  and  in  few  ^^* 
places  of  the  world ;  as  it  was  impoffible 
for  them  to  propagate  their  dodtrine  in  any 
extenfive  degree  among  the  people,  who 
abhorr'd  them  as  atheifts  and  defpifers  of 
their  gods ;  they  make  fo  fmall,  fo  incon- 
fiderable  an  exception  from  the  general 
mifery  and  ignorance  in  which  the  gentiles 
were  involved,  as  not  in  this  place  to 
mei-it  any  particular  confideration. 

^\JT  JecQ?idl)\  as  all  mankind  have,  in 
innumerable  inftances,  tranfgreffed  the 
laws  of  God,  they  muft  be  fcnfible^,  that 
they  are  thereby  expofed  to  his  wrath  and 
to  juft  punifliment.  Tho'  we  fhould  fup- 
pofe  them  not  to  have  a  full  view  of  their 
danger  in  this  refped,  yet  we  cannot  but 
fuppofe,  that  confcience  muft  on  many  oc- 
cafions  have  fuggefted  very  alarming  ap- 
prehenfions  and  fears,  fuflicient  to  be  the 
caufes  of  great  uneajQnefs  and  difturbance. 

In  this  cafe  there  arc  certain  duties  to  be 

performed. 
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Serm.  performed,  in  order  to  their  obtaining  the 
^^'  pardon  of  their  fins,  and  being  reconciled 
to  God  ;  the  diftindl  knowledge  of  which 
duties  is  of  the  greateft  importance  to  the 
peace  and  comfort  of  their  minds  in  this 
world,  and  without  which  *tis  impoffible  to 
have  thefmalleft  rational  afluranceof  hap- 
pinefs  hereafter.  Now  though  we  jfhould 
admit,  (what  can  never  be  yielded)  that 
thefe  duties  may  be  known  by  the  light 
of  nature;  yet  if  wcconlider  the  ignorance 
and  corruption  the  heathens  had  fallen  in- 
to, we  will  fee  no  probability  that  they 
could  ever  have  attained  to  a  diftin6l  know- 
ledge, far  lefs  to  a  tolerable  difcharge 
or  performance  of  them.  Let  us  fuppofe, 
that  God  requires  nothing  elfe  of  a  finner 
but  true  repentance  and  amendment  of 
life ;  and  that  man  by  the  due  exercife  of 
his  natural  powers,  without  any  extraor- 
dinary afliftance,  may  perform  this  duty 
in  a  right  manner.  But  when  could  a 
heathen,  who  had  no  juft  notions  either 
of  the  infinite  purity  or  goodnefs  of  God ; 

who 
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who  had  never  thought  of  any  way  of  ap-  Serm. 

IV. 
(•VM 


peafing  the  deity,  but  by  fliedding  blood 


at  his  altars,  by  maiming  his  own  body, 
or  by  fome  fuch  other  ufelefs  rites  and 
obfervances  ;  who  was  a  mere  ftranger  to 
every  thing  fpiritual  in  religion  ;  when,  I 
fay,  could  a  man  in  thefe  circumftances 
perform  a  duty  fo  extenfive  and  fpiritual  ? 
Never  fure,  till  his  notions  of  God  were 
correfted,  till  his  fuperftition  and  idolatry 
were  banifhed  out  of  his  mind  -,  till  he  had 
got  quite  new  thoughts  of  the  divine  love, 
and  of  the  whole  of  religion :  and  how 
foon  the  gentiles  might  have  done  all  thefc 
great  things,  whilft  they  were  left  to 
themfelves,  will  not  be  eaiily  determined  : 
there  is  great  reafon  to  believe  they  would 
never  have  done  them  at  all.  We  fee  that 
the  few  great  fpirits  amongft  them  who 
employed  themfelves  in  the  fearch  after 
truth,  after  a  life  fpent  in  the  moft  labori- 
ous ftudy,  with  difficulty  came  to  fee  fome 
fmall  light  through  that  dark  cloud  of 
ignorance,  prejudice  and  fuperftition,  that 

had 
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Serm.  had  fo  long  blinded  their  minds:  arid 
can  we  imagine,  that  the  ignorant  bigot- 
ted  croud,  could  ever  have  found  out,  of 
themfelves,  what  coft  the  greateft  philofo- 
phers  fo  much  laborious  ftudy  and  clofe 
application  ?  Or  were  they  to  leave  off 
their  trades,  and  turn  difciples  to  the  philo- 
fbphers,  whom  they  look'd  on  as  pro- 
fane and  impious  ?  Or  were  their  priefts 
to  turn  honeft,  and  take  fide  with  the 
philofophers,  and  confefs  that  their  reli- 
gion was  all  a  cheat  ?  Till  fuch  impoffible 
things  as  thefe  had  happened,  it  is  not  to 
be  conceived  how  they  could  have  deliver- 
ed themfelves  from  that  wretched  fuper- 
ftition  with  which  they  had  been  fo  long 
deluded. 

From  what  has  been  juft  now  faid,  it 
will  appear,  that  to  {how  the  mifery  of 
the  heathen  world  we  need  not  enter  into 
a  difcuffion  of  the  queftion,    whether  the 
\  gentiles  were  left  by  God  under  an  abfo- 

lute  incapacity  of  attaining  to  his  favour, 

and 
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and  confequently  in  a  flate  of  damnation,  Serm-, 
For  fuppofing  God  had  not  left  them  un-  (1^1^ 
der  any  fuch  abfolute  incapacity,  yet  if 
they  had  funk  into  fuch  a  brutifh  igno- 
rance of  the  firft  principles  of  religion,  that 
there  was  not  the  leaft  probability  of  their 
being  able  to  extricate  themfelves ;  if  the 
teaching  and  inftrudions  of  the  few  more 
enlighten'd  minds  that  appeared  amongfl 
them,  were  fo  far  from  producing  any 
general  reformation,  that  they  often  prov- 
ed dangerous  to  the  teachers  themfelves  j  if 
their  political  conftitutions  and  their  idola- 
trous religion,  werefo  woven  together,  that 
none  could  propofe  the  leaft  amendment 
of  their  religion  without  being  accounted 
an  enemy  to  the  ftate  3  if  thefe  things 
were  fo,  furely  their  cafe  muft  have  been 
very  deplorable ;  and  not  the  lefs  fo  that 
they  had  fallen  into  it  by  the  negledt  of 
light,  and  the  abufe  of  powers  fuppofed  to 
have  been  fufficient  for  dirediing  them  in 
every  part  of  religion.  This  circumftance 
may  make  their  guilt  the  greater,  but 

cannot 
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Serm.    cannot  poffibly  make  their  mifery  the  Icfs, 
.   and  fo  does  not  neceffarily  enter  into  the 
preient  queltion. 

It  is  very  obvious,  that  this  account  of 
the  heathen  world,  differs  extremely  from 
the  views  given  by  fome  late  authors  of  the 
ftate  of  mankind  without  a  divine  revelati- 
on ;  where  they  are  reprefented  as  deduc- 
ing with  the  greatell  eafe  from  the  nature 
of  things  whatfoever  is  neceflary  to  be 
known  in  religion;  and  from  this  is  drawn 
as  a  confequcnce,  the  ufelefnefs  and  im- 
pertinence of  any  fupernatural  revelation. 

Not  to  mention  how  imperfect  their 
fchemes  are  at  beft,  and  how  much  they 
are  obliged  to  the  Chriftian  dodlrine  ia 
framing  them  s  I  fhall  only  fubmit  to  a- 
ny  man's  judgment,  whether  it  be  moll 
rational  to  judge  of  the  ftate  of  mankind, 
when  they  were  without  a  revelation, 
from  refined  fpeculations  of  what  fome 
perfons  think  it  might  have  been ;  or 

from 
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from  the  concurring  teftimony  of  the  SerM, 
hiftories  of  all  ages,  declaring  what  it  ac-  ^^' 
tually  was,  and  what  at  this  day  it  is : 
and  then,  whether  it  be  moft  rational  to 
judge  of  the  ufefulnefs  and  necefllty  of  a 
revelation  to  the  gentile  world,  from  the 
confideration  of  the  ftate  they  were  ac- 
tually in  without  it  ;  or  from  a  chimeri- 
cal fuppofcd  poffible  cafe,  which  never 
took  place  under  heaven.  The  gentlemen 
may  drefs  up  what  fine  fchemes  they 
pleafe,  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  The  matter 
of  fadl  is  plain  and  undeniable  5  the 
gentiles  were  under  the  power  of  darknefs, 
ignorance  and  fuperftition,  which  ren- 
dered them  wretched  in  the  laft  degree. 
From  this  ftate  there  was  fcarce  thelcafl: 
poffibility  of  their  delivering  themfelves. 
It  was  therefore  a  defign  worthy  of  God, 
and  becoming  his  infinite  wifdom,  good- 
nefs  and  mercy,  to  interpofc  in  order  to 
refcue  his  creatures  from  this  dlftrefs ;  by 
a  divine  light  to  difpel  thofe  clouds  which 
no  human  power  could  diffipate  3  by  the 

K  ^day- 
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Serm.    day-fpring  from  on  high  to  fhine  into  the 
^^ '       hearts  of  thofc  who  fat  in  darknefs  and  in 
the  Jhadow  of  death.     Which  leads  me  to 
the 


Third  thing,  from  which  I  propcf- 
ed  to  (how  the  goodnefs  of  God  in  this 
difpenfation  \  and  that  is  the  great  happi- 
nefs  the  gentiles  enjoy  by  the  light  of  the 
gofpel,  and  by  their  being  tranfated  into 
the  kingdom  oj  the  Son  of  God,     That  it  is 
neceffary  for  the  happinefs  of  mankind  in 
this  prefent  ftate,  that  they  fhould  be  led 
by  fome  faperior  hand  in  religion,  feems 
to  have  been  the  conltant  opinion  even  of 
the  heathen  w^orld.     Hence  flow'd  their 
ready  fubmiffion  to  every  pretence  of  in- 
fpiration,  how  abfurd  foever  and  deftitutc 
of  proper  evidence;   hence  their  regard 
to  their  oracles  and  Sybils  ;  and  hence  it 
came,  that  the  devifers  of  each  particular 
fcheme  of  religion  pretended  an  intercourfe 
with  heaven,  and  that  from  thence  they 
derived  their  inftitutions  and  laws.  As  for 

the 
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the  philofophers,  on  the  other  hand,  who  Serm. 
defpifed  thefe  mock  revelations,  and  en-  ^^' 
deavoured  to  form  a  religion  for  them- 
felves,  how  diftradted  and  bewildered  do 
we  often  find  them  in  their  inquiries  ? 
Their  reafon  wandered  in  an  endlefs  maze, 
and  found  no  place  of  reft.  How  often, 
when  perplexed  with  doubts  and  infuper- 
able  difficulties,  do  they  wifli  and  pray  for 
a  divine  inftrucSor  ?  They  never  thought 
their  reafon  was  fo  ftrong  as  to  render  an 
affiftance  from  heaven  ufelefs  and  fuper- 
fluous.  No;  that  was  left  to  the  difcovery 
of  thefe  latter  ages !  They,  like  Elymas, 
were  fenfible  that  a  mift  or  darknefs  had 
fallen  upon  them,  and  went  about  feeking 
one  to  lead  them  by  the  hand.  Now  this 
divine  light,  this  heavenly  guide,  fo  much 
wanted  by  mankind,  fo  much  defired  by 
the  wifer  part  of  them,  is  what  we  enjoy 
in  the  revelation  of  Jefus  Chrift.  We  are 
no  more  left  to  grope  in  the  dark,  to  de- 
pend on  our  own  uncertain  conjedlures, 
or  to  be  deceived  by  the  inventions  of  de- 

K  2  figriing   * 
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Serm*     figning  meri)  but  have  a  fure  and  a  plain 
JV*      rule  to  lead  us  in  the  way  of  peace. 

But  if  we  confider  the  excellency 
and  wonderful  perfection  of  the  Chri- 
ftian  revelation,  we  fhall  have  ftill  high- 
er thoughts  of  our  happinefs.  So  much 
Wifdom  and  goodnefs  appears  in  every 
part  of  it ',  it  is  fo  well  adapted  to  the 
weaknefs  and  neceffities  of  our  prefent 
ftate ;  it  has  fo  obvious  a  defign,  fo  direcl, 
fo  plain  a  tendency  to  promote  our  hap- 
pinefs and  welfare,  that  tho'  it  were  not 
flampt  with  the  authority  of  God,  it  has 
innate  worth  and  beauty  fufficient  to  re- 
commend it  to  our  efleem  and  veneration. 
'Tis  but  a  very  imperfe^l  view  of  its  ex- 
cellency that  can  now  be  given.  In  the 
Chriftian  revelation  every  thing  necelTary 
for  us  to  know  or  to  do,  is  laid  before  us 
in  the  cleareft  manner.  We  have  not 
only  a  complete  fyftem  of  natural  reli- 
gion, but  the  hidden  wifdom  of  Gody  the 
myjteries  kept  Jecret  Jince  the  "world  began 

are 
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are  here  revealed.  Here  we  are  inftrufted  Serm^ 
in  the  nature  and  perfedions  of  the  only  ^^'  , 
true  and  living  God,  Here  he  is  reprefent- 
ed  to  us  not  only  as  a  being  of  boundlefs 
power  and  majefty,  of  perfed:  purity  and 
holinefs ;  but  of  infinite  goodnefs  and 
mercy  \  the  Friend  and  Lover  of  mankind. 
Here  every  ferious  humble  mind  may  with- 
out learning  or  extraordinary  parts  foon 
difcover  more  of  God,  than  the  greateft 
philofophers  could  attain  to,  by  the  labori- 
ous fearch  of  many  years.  Here  all  may 
kmnjo  the  Lord  from  the  greateft  to  the  leafl: 
for  the  only  begotten  Son,  who  is  in  the  bofom 
of  the  Father^  hath  revealed  hi?n.  Here  we 
are  taught  how  this  world  arofe  from 
nothing  at  the  command  of  God  3  we  fee 
our  own  origin  and  the  nature  of  our  be- 
ings ;  our  bodies  formed  of  the  duft  of 
the  earth  ;  our  fouls  immortal  made  after 
the  image  of  God;  the  happinefs,  the 
glory  of  man  in  his  firft  eftate ;  his  fad 
apoftafy  which  fpoird  him  of  all  his  ho- 
nour, and  caft  him  down  into  mifery  and 

woe. 
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SeRm.     woe.  — Myfteries  that  baffled  the  rea- 

^^'  fon  and  enquiry  of  antient  fages ;  their 
ignorance  of  which  made  all  their  fchemes 
deficient  and  imperfedt. 

Again,  here  we  have  the  farprifing 
method  God  has  appointed  for  the  reco- 
very of  man  from  this  wretched  ftate.  'Tis 
the  great  defign  of  revelation  to  teach  us 
this  important  truth,  that  through  the  name 
of  Jefus  Chrijl^  whqfoever  believeth  on  him 
Jhall  receive  remijjion  of  fins  and  eternal  life. 
Now  as  the  heathens  could  never  arrive 
at  the  leaft  knovv ledge  of  falvation  through 
Chrift  'y  fo  all  they  had  to  depend  on  in 
this  matter,  (in  which,  if  in  any,  it  was  of 
the  higheft  importance  to  attain  to  fuU 
certainty)  was  at  the  beft  but  faint  proba- 
biUty  and  doubtful  conjedure. 

Further,  here  we  have  a  complete 
and  diftindt  body  of  precepts,  to  regulate 
our  duty  to  God,  our  neighbour,  and  our- 
felves.  Our  duty  to  God  3  where  nothing 

is 
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is  required  of  us,  but  what  is  rational,  Serm.' 
delightful,  and  perfedtive  of  our  natures: 
our  duty  to  our  fellow  creatures ;  which 
is  not  confined  within  the  bounds  of  ftrid 
juftice,  but  extended  to  a  hearty  love, 
friendfliip  and  beneficence  to  all  rnen  :  our 
duty  to  ourfelves  -,  which  requires  no- 
thing but  what  is  neceflTary  to  the  health 
of  our  bodies  and  the  foundnefs  of  our 
piinds.  O'^r  religion  is  not  burdened  with 
ufelefs  rites  and  ceremonies ,  it  is  alto- 
gether a  reafonable  fervice  -,  and  the  few 
duties  that  are  not  fo  manifeftly  deducible 
from  the  nature  of  things,  have  fo  plain  a 
tendency  to  promote  purity  of  mind  and 
a  religious  difpofition,  that  they  are  entire- 
ly worthy  of  God,  and  excellently  fitted 
to  the  prefent  imperfedlion  of  our  natures. 
If  we  confider  the  Author  of  our  religi- 
on in  the  light  of  a  mere  philofopher, 
he  is  infinitely  the  greateft  moralift  that 
ever  appeared  on  earth.  His  do(ftrine  is  fo 
pure,  amiable  and  perfedl,  and  is  delivered 
^ith  fuch  a  majeftic  fimplicity,  that  it  far 

excels 
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Serm.    excels  the  moft  elaborate  compofurcs  of 
i^li  the  moft  applauded  ancients.   Nor  is  it  in 
this  alone  that  he  excels  them  5  for  as  he 
fpcke  as  never  manfpoke^  fo  he  lived  as  nc^ 
ver  man  lived :  his  dodrine  is  but  the  pic-^ 
ture  of  his  life,   w^hich  was  a  bright  ex- 
ample, a  living  pattern  of  all  goodnefs 
and  virtue  -,  by  contemplating  v^hich  we 
may  be  better  form'd  to  the  fpirit  of  true 
goodnefs,  than  by  the  ftudy  of  all  the 
wifeft  human  precepts. 

Further,  to  incite  our  obedience  to 
this  perfedt  rule  of  righteoufnefs,  we  have 
the  ftrongeft  motives  and  arguments  laid 
before  us :  arguments  drawn  from  love, 
reverence,  and  gratitude  to  God 5  from  the 
reafonablenefs  of  the  duties  themfelvesj 
and  efpecially  from  the  future  happinefs 
that  is  connected  with  our  obedience,  and 
the  terrible  deftrudion  that  abides  the  dif- 
obedient.  Life  and  immortality  are  brought 
io  light  by  the  gofpeh^  the  way  of  life  and 
the  way  of  death  are  fet  before  us.     The 

beauty 
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beauty  of  virtue,  and  that  it  is  its  own  re-  Serm. 
ward  ;  the  uglinefs,  the  deformity  of  vice,      IV, 
and  that  it  is  its  ov^'-n  punifliment  3  thefe 
topics,  fo  much  inlifted  on  by  the  philo- 
fophers,  afford  fpeculations,    which,   no 
doubt,  well  deferve  the  attention  of  man- 
kind, and  on  many  occafions  may  be  ufe* 
ful,  efpecially  to  more  refined  and  inge- 
nuous minds :  but  we  may  be  allov/ed  to 
fay,  that  thefe  fpeculations  alone  never 
had,   nor  will  they  ever  have  fufRcient 
force   to  conquer   our    ftrong  bent  and 
inclination  to  vice^  and  the  innumerable 
temptations  to  it  with  which  we  are  daily 
furrounded. 

But,  lajily^  the  CHriftian  revelation 
not  only  gives  us  the  completeft  fyftem  of 
precepts,  and  enforces  them  by  the  ftrong- 
eft  motives  3  but  likeways  points  out  a  fu- 
perior  affiftance,  by  the  help  of  which  wc 
may  be  enabled  to  give  obedience  to  themo 
Without  this,  of  how  little  effect  was 
all  the  teaching  of  the  philofophers,  and 

their 
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Serm,  their  eloquent  harangues  in  praife  of  good- 
^^*^  nefs !  The  moft  cogent  reafoning,  the  fub- 
limeft  eloquence  arc  too  often  found  inef- 
fedlual  for  infpiring  us  with  fuch  a  love 
of  virtue,  as  fhall  conquer  the  paffions, 
and  fubdue  the  natural  corruptions  of  our 
hearts.  A  more  powerful  method  of  per- 
fuafion  is  requifite  for  fuch  an  end,  even 
his  infpiration  who  is  the  God  of  the  fpirits 
of  allfiffo ;  yNhoformd  the  foid  oj  man  with" 
in  him\  and  who  by  a  thoufand  fecret 
ways  can  convey  the  truth  to  our  hearts 
in  its  full  energy  and  power;  can  illu- 
minate what  is  dark,  purify  what  is  cor- 
rupted, and  re6lify  what  is  perverfe  with? 
in  us. 


This  is  an  imperfedl  view  of  fome  of 
the  chief  excellencies  of  the  Chriftian  re- 
ligion, and  of  the  happinefs  we  enjoy  by 
being  tranjlated  into  the  kingdom  of  the  Son 
of  God.  If  it  is  a  bleffing  to  be  delivered 
from  darknefs,  ignorance  and  fuperftition, 
and  to  be  enlightened  with  the  moft  di- 
vine 


[     ^55    ] 

"Vine  and  ufeful  knowledge ;  if  it  is  a  blef-  Serm* 
ling  to  know  what  God  is,  and  what  we  ^'^• 
are  ourfelves  ;  if  it  is  a  blefflng  to  a  ra- 
tional creature  to  be  taught  the  juft  rule 
of  rational  condud:,  to  a  finful  creature 
to  be  taught  how  to  make  his  peace  with 
God;  if  it  is  a  bleffing  to  have  our  views 
and  our  purfuits  rightly  direded  to  the 
greateft  poffible  happinefs  here,   and  to 

a  crown  of  immortal  glory  hereafter 

then,  with  higheft  gratitude,  we  have 
reafon  to  give  thanks  to  the  Father^  who 
hath  beftowed  upon  us  the  Hght  of  the 
GofpeL 

The  Gofpel,  I  fay,  when  clearly  and 
fully  revealed,  and  when  difpenfed  in  its 
purity  and  fimplicity,  is  the  fource  of  fuch 
biefTings :  for  I  am  aware  of  what  may  be 
objeded  to  this  account  of  our  happinefs 
under  (he  Gofpel,  in  oppofition  to  our  mi- 
fery  under  pagan  darknefs.  Thefe  things, 
it  may  be  faid,  do  very  well  in  fpeculati- 
on  5  but  has  the  Gofpel  adually  produced 

thefe 
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Serm.  thefc  blcfled  efFeds  ?  has  it  refcucd  man- 
^^*  kind  from  fuperftition  and  ignorance? 
does  not  a  great  part  of  the  Chriftian 
world  labour  under  thefe  difeafes  in  an 
equal  degree  almoft  with  the  heathen 
world  ?  where  then  is  the  mighty  advan- 
tage of  the  Chriftian  revelation  ?  I  wifli 
we  could  anfwer  the  objeftion,  by  deny- 
ing the  faft  on  which  it  is  founded ; 
but  alas !  *tis  too  evident  and  certain  to 
be  altogether  refufed.  The  following 
confiderations  will,  however,  in  fomc 
meafure  take  off  the  force  of  the  objec- 
tion. 

Fir/i,  No  fuch  thing  as  perfedlion  is  to 
be  expe6i;ed  in  this  world,  under  any  reli- 
gion whatfoever.  The  wickednefs  and 
craft  of  fome  men,  joined  with  the  weak- 
nefs  and  folly  of  others,  will  always  be 
able,  in  fome  meafure,  to  prevent  the  good 
effedls  of  the  moft  perfed  inftitution  man- 
kind can  poffibly  enjoy. 

Secondly r; 
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Secofidlyy  As  it  is  certain,  that,  by  the  Serm, 
Chriftian  religion,  we  are  better  guarded      I^« 
againft  thofe  mifchievous  confequences  of  ^^'^ 
the  degeneracy  of  mankind,  than  if  we 
had  no  fuch  guide  in  reUgion  5  fo  it  muft 
be  owned,  that  however  corrupt  fomc 
Chriilians  may  be,  yet  wherever  the  Chri- 
ftian religion  has  been  eftablifhcd,   it  has 
produced  a  change  to  the  better. 

Hoirdly,  It  is  certain,  that  this  change 
has  been  greater  or  lefs,  in  proportion  as 
the  gofpel  has  been  more  or  lefs  clearly 
and  fully  publifhed  and  eftabHlhed  3  free 
from  fuperftitious  mixtures  and  dodrines 
of  human  invention ;  and  that  wherever 
the  gofpel  has  prevailed  in  its  native  pu- 
rity, it  has  always  gained  a  glorious  victo- 
ry over  the  powers  of  darknefs. 

LaJHy^  As  all  I  have  been  endeavour- 
ing to  prove  is,  that  we  ought  to  be  thank- 
ful to  God  for  the  light  of  the  gofpelj  the 
objection  may  be  anfwered,  by  obferving,, 

that 
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Serm.  that  altlio*,  by  reafon  of  the  wickednefs 
^^'  and  folly  of  men,  this  valuable  gift  has 
been  in  too  many  inftances  mif-improven, 
yet  this  does  not  at  all  derogate  from  the 
value  of  the  gift  itfelf ;  nor  ought  it  to 
make  thofe  lefs  thankful  for  it,  who,  if 
they  be  not  entirely  blind,  muft  fee  its  in- 
finite worth,  and  be  fenfible  of  its  bleifed 
tendency  :  and  this  leads  me  to  conclude 
with  this  one  reflexion. 


If  the  knowledge  of  the  Gofpel  is  fo 
great  a  privilege  and  bleffing,  how  thank- 
ful ought  we  to  be  to  our  gracious  God, 
who  has  vifited  us  with  this  falvation, 
and  made  the  Sun  of  righteoiifnefs  to 
ihine  on  this  diftant  corner  of  the  earth. 
I  formerly  obferved,  that  the  miferable 
flate  of  darknefs  into  which  the  gentile 
nations  had  funk,  made  the  goodnefs  of 
God  very  remarkable  in  bcftowing  this 
bleffing  upon  them.  If  v^^e  apply  this 
confideration  to  ourfelves  in  particular, 
none  can  have  better  reafon  to  adore  the 

goodnefs 
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goodnefs  of  God  than  we.  No  nation  Serm, 
perhaps  in  the  world  was  overwhelmed  ,]^ 
with  more  melancholy  darknefs,  with 
greater  ignorance  and  fuperftition,  than 
this  iiland  which  we  inhabit,  before  God 
vilited  us  with  his  ?narvelous  light.  Our 
forefathers,  if  we  may  credit  the  accounts 
given  of  them,  were  wild  and  favage  to 
a  proverb  -,  the  principles  of  natural  re- 
ligion and  morality  were  almoft  extin- 
guiflied  amongft  them ;  their  religion 
was  a  mad  fuperftition.  The  Gofpel  has 
difpclled  this  darknefs,  reformed  this  bar- 
barity, and  in  a  great  meafure  civilized 
one  of  the  wildeft  nations  under  heaven. 

Can  it  therefore  be  thought  upon,  with- 
out an  equal  furprize  and  deteftation,  that 
there  fhould  be  any  among  us,  who  are 
ready  impioufly  to  throw  back  this  valu- 
able gift  of  God  on  his  face;  who  defpife 
and  rejed:  it  as  ufelefs  and  fuperfluous,  on 
the  impudent  pretence,  that  their  natural 

know- 
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Serm.  knowledge  of  religion  was  fully  fiifficient 
^^*  ^  for  their  inftrudtion  and  happinefs  ?  Had 
thefe  men  lived  in  this  ifland  two  thou- 
fand  years  ago,  or  were  they  living  juft 
now  in  any  of  thofe  countries  that  have 
never  yet  been  vilited  by  the  gofpel,  'tis 
more  than  probable  their  fchemes  of  na- 
tural religion  would  not  have  been  altoge- 
ther fo  complete ;  and  whatever  refined 
fentiments  in  religion  they  may  now  pre- 
tend to,  'tis  very  likely  they  had  been  as 
deeply  engaged  in  the  fuperftition  of  their 

country,  as  any  of  their  neighbours. 

Let  us  then,  my  brethren,  ever  be  thank- 
ful to  our  merciful  Father,  that  we  who 
were  alienated  from  the  life  ofGod^  through 
the  ignorance  that  was  in  us,  have  now  re- 
ceived the  knowledge  of  the  truth  ;  that 
we  no  more  walk  in  darknejs^  but  have  the 
light  of  life.  And  let  us  exprefs  our  gra- 
titude, by  preferving  a  due  regard  and  e- 
fteem  for  this  divine  revelation,  and  efpe- 
cially  by  bringing  forth  fruits  meet  for  the 
gofpeL     This  is  the  great,   the  only  fure 

evidence 
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evidence  of  our  having  received  the  Go-  Serm; 
fpel  in  fincerity.  By  this  JJoall all  men  know y     i^^A^ 
faith  our  Lord,  tkat  ye  are  my  difciples^  if 
ye  keep  my  commandrtients.  Let  us  not  there" 
foreheiiceforth  walk  as  the  other  gentiles  walk^ 
in  the  vanity  of  their  ?ni?ids'y  but  walk  wor-- 
thy  of  the  Lor d^  to  allpleafmgy  beiiig  fruitful 
in  every  good  work^  and  increqfing  in  the 
knowledge  of  God. 


SER- 
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S  E  R  M  O  N   V. 

The  Reafonablenefs  and  the  Ad- 
vantages of  Early  Piety. 

ECCLESIASTES  xil.   I. 

Remember  7iow  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youths  while  the  evil  days  come  fiof,  nor  the 
years  draw  nigh^  when  thou  Jlmlt  fay^  I 
have  no  pleajure  in  them, 

Serm,  '~~|  ^^^-E  main  defign  of  the  royal  preach- 
V.  JL  er,  in  this  excellent  book,  is  to  give 
an  anfwcr  to  that  important  queftion. 
Wherein  coniifts  the  chief  good  and  high- 
eft  felicity  of  man?  a  queftion,  which 
employed  the  thought  and  ftudy  of  the 
philofophers  of  old  5  in  anfwering  which, 
they  divided  into  fuch  a  multitude  of  o- 
pinions,  and  fo  contradid:ory  to  one  ano- 
ther, as  affords  us  a  convincing  proof, 
how  fallible,  how  uncertain  a  guide  un- 

aflifted 
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affifted  reafon  is  to  lead  us  in  the  way  to  Serm," 
happinefs.  Bat  our  divine  philofopher, who      ^' 
had  wifdom  and  underftanding  given  him 
from  above,  and  enjoyed  that  Hght  which 
the  wifeft  of  the  heathen  fages  wiflied  and 
prayed  for,  leaves  us  not  thus  to  grope  in 
the  dark,  and  to  wander  in  a  maze  of  dif- 
ferent opinions,    expofed  to  fuch  danger 
of  catching  at  fhadows  inftead  of  the  fub- 
ftance.  '  In  the  firft  part  of  his  difcourfe, 
he  inquires  into  thofe  enjoyments  which 
the  bulk  of  mankind  purfue  as  their  chief 
good  5    the  pleafures  of  fenfe,  of  riches, 
of  honour  and  pov/er.     In  his  examinati- 
on of  which  likeways,  he  has  a  fignal  ad- 
vantage over  the  ancient  moralifts.   They, 
in  the  obfcure  retirement  of  their  fchools, 
declaim  againft  pleafures  they  had  never 
tafted.     Solomon,  a  glorious  and  a  power- 
ful monarch,  pofleffcd  at  the  fame  time  of 
the  nobleft  genius  and  the  greateft  trea- 
fures,    having,  in  the  bloom  of  his  years, 
made  the  fuUeft  experiment,  determines, 
that  as  thefe  enjoyments  are  not  only  vain, 
L  Z  fleecing 
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Serm*  fleeting  and  uncertain,  but  the  fource  of 
_  L  .  vexation  and  forrow  to  the  children  of 
men,  the  chief  good  and  highefl  felicity 
of  man  cannot  lye  in  the  pofTeffion  of 
any,  or  all  of  thefe:  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  as  religion  and  virtue  alone  can 
yield  us  that  true  fatisfadion  and  plcafure 
which  reaches  to  the  foul,  outlives  this 
tranfitory  life,  and  extends  through  the 
whole  of  our  exiftence,  he  juftly  draws 
the  conclulion,  that  to  fear  Gcd  and  keep 
his  commandments  is  the  whole  duty  of  man ; 
his  chief  good ;  that  which  alone  deferves 
his  care  and  diligence.  As  the  eftablifli- 
ing  of  this  truth  feems  to  be  the  pfincipal 
defign  which  the  infpired  writer  has  in 
view  through  the  whole  of  this  work ;  fo 
we  find,  that  his  reafonings  for  proving 
it  are  frequently  interrupted  by  beauti- 
ful digreflions,  and  exhortations  fuitable 
to  the  feveral  heads  of  difcourfe.  Of  this 
laft  kind  are  the  words  of  the  text,  which 
feem  to  be  occafioncd  by  what  we  find  in 
the  7th  and  8th  verfcs  of  the  preceeding 

chapter. 
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chapter.     The  wife  man  there  concludes  Sfrm. 
his  proof  of  the  infiifficiency  of  the  things      ^  * 
of  the  world  to  make  us  truly  happy,    by 
obferving  the  vaft  difproportion  there  is 
between  the  prefent  life,   and  that  which 
is  to  come.     Truly  light  is  fweet^  and  a 
pie af ant  thing  it  is  to  heboid  the  fun.     But 
if  a  man  live  many  years^  and  ?rjoice  in 
them  alU  yet  let  him  remember  the  days  of 
darknefs^  for  they  fh  all  be  in  any.     Rejoice  O 
young  man  in  thy  youth ^    and  let  thy  heart 
chear  thee  in  the  days  of  thy  youths  and  walk 
in  the  ways  of  thy  hearty   and  in  the  fight  of 
thine  ejes ;  but  know  thou,  that  for  all  thefe 
things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment : 
therefore  remove  anger  from  thy  heart,  and 
put  away  evil  from  thy  flefh,  for  childhood 
and  youth  are  vanity :  which  naturally  in- 
troduces the  exhortation  in  the  text,   Re-. 
member  now  thy  Creator^  &Co 

By  the  remembrance  of  God  may  be 
underftood,  the  particular  duty  of  ever 
jretaining  in  our  minds  fuch  becoming 

thoughts 
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Serm.  thoughts  of  the  Supreme  Being,  and  his 
•  glorious  perfections ;  and  fuch  a  lively  fenfe 
of  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  him,  as 
will  have  an  habitual  influence  on  the 
whole  of  our  converfation.  But  I  chufe 
rather  to  underftand  it  in  a  more  general 
fenfe,  as  fuch  phrafes  are  often  ufed  in 
fcripture,  to  fignify  the  whole  of  religion 
and  virtue  ^  Remember  now  thy  Creator ^ 
This  particular  charader  of  the  Deity,  in- 
cludes in  it  a  variety  of  arguments  for  the 

duty  here  required. Remember  him 

to  whom  thou  oweft  thy  life,  thy  breath, 
and  all  things ;  who  fpoke  thee  into  being 
by  the  word  of  his  power  ^  who  has  pre- 
ferved  thee  by  his  goodnefs  and  mercy  3 
who  has  the  beft,  the  mofl  undoubted 
right  to  thy  fervice  >  to  whofe  glory  thou 
art  bound,  by  the  flridteft  ties  of  gratitude, 
to  dedicate  thy  life,  thy  health,  thy  under- 
Handing,  thine  eflate,  and  every  bleffing 
he  has  bellowed  upon  thee.  Him  we  are 
exhorted  to  remember .  now  in  the  days  of 
^wr  youth '9  to  remember  him  in  the  firft, 

the 
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the  beft  part  of  our  lives s  while  We  are  in  Serm. 

V. 


our  ftrength  and  vigour^  when  the  powers       ^' 


both  of  body  and  mind  are  moft  active 
and  lively  5  before  the  evil  days  C0J7ie,  &g.  be- 
fore we  are  overtaken  with  diftrefs/Of 
ficknefs,  or  thofe  calamities  of  old  age  fo 
pathetically  delcribed  in  the  verfes  follow^ 
ing  the  text. 

What  I  propofe  in  difcourfing  from 
the  words  at  prefent,  is, 

I.  Briefly  to  reprefent  to  you  the  rear 
fonablenefs  of  the  duty  here  enjoined,  ^nd 
the  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  per- 
formance of  ito     And  then, 

II.  To  fhow  fome  of  the  bleffings  and 
advantages  that  attend  itp 

I.  It  is  our  duty  then  to  remember  God 
our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our  youth  -,  to  de- 
dicate our  early  years  to  the  fervice  of  God, 
and  to  the  pradlice  of  religion  and  virtue  5 
for^ 

ly?,Gop 
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Serm.  ly?,  God  has  a  right  to  the  fervicc  of 
our  whole  lives;  a  right  built  on  the  fureft, 
the  moft  immovable  foundation.  We  are 
his  creatures,  the  workman fhip  of  his 
hands ;  in  him  we  live^  we  niove^  and  from 
him  we  have  our  being-,  and  thus  we  are  his 
property,  entirely  at  the  difpofal  of  his  fo- 
vereign  will,  and  abfolutely  fubje6l  to  his 
fupreme  dominion.  He  is  the  preferver 
tfrnen-;,  whofe  upholding  arm  being  with- 
drawn, we  would  inftantly  return  to  the 
duft;  who  gives  us  meat  to  eat^  and  raiment 
to  put  on-y  from  whom  we  have  all  the 
bleffings  that  make  our  lives  agreeable  and 
cafy.  And  while  he  thus  upholds  and 
maintains  our  exiftence,  has  he  not  an  un- 
doubted right  to  our  obedience  ?  while  he 
beftows  fo  many  bleffings  upon  us,  has  he 
not,  as  our  Supreme  Benefador,  a  title  to 
the  lervice  of  our  whole  lives,  and  of  all 
our  faculties  ?  Again,  he  is  the  merciful 
Redeemer  of  mankind,  and  thus  has  laid 
us  under  new  obligations  to  fervc  and  o- 
|)ey  him.     We  had  loft  and  defrroyed  cur^ 

Jehes  : 
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felves:  he  in  mercy  fought  after  us  and  fav-  Serm. 
edus.  We  had  fold  ourfelves  unto  flavery:  ,  *  . 
he  ranfomcd  us,  and  with  a  price  of  in- 
finite value  purchafed  our  liberty  and  free- 
dom. We  were  under  the  fentence  of 
death,  and  the  fword  of  divine  juflice  was 
hanging  over  our  guilty  heads:  he  gave  his 
eternal  Son,  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  ^  to  fuf- 
fer  for  our  fins,  and  to  tafte  of  death  for 
the  children  of  men.  Should  we  not  there- 
fore glorify  God  in  our  bodies  midfpirits  which 
are  his'?  and  are  we  not  bound,  who  live 
by  him,  henceforth  not  to  livetmto  ourfelves^ 
but  unto  him  that  died  for  us  and  rofe  again? 
Has  God  a  right  to  our  fervice,  on  fomany 
and  fo  weighty  accounts,  and  ihall  we  be 
fo  unjuft,  as  to  deny  him  what  is  his  own; 
or  think  the  fervice  of  our  lives  too  great 
in  return  for  fo  many  bleflings  and  fa- 
vours ? — Do  we  at  any  time  live  indepen- 
dent of  God  ?  Are  we  at  any  time  preferv- 
ed  by  our  own  wifdom  and  power  ?  Was 
this  the  cafe  we  might  have  fome  pretence 
to  fpend  our  own  time,  after  our  own 

pleafurcs 
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Serm.  pleafure :  but  as  his  powerful  and  bountL 
ful  hand  is  the  fupport  of  our  beings,  and 
the  fource  of  our  mercies  through  the 
whole  of  our  exigence,  if  he  thereby 
acquires  a  right  to  any  part,  he  acquires 
for  the  fame  reafon  a  right  to  the  whole. 
What  is  our  time  and  the  prolonging  of 
our  days  ?  is  it  not  the  gift  of  God  ?  Why 
died  we  not  from  the  womb^  or  have  not  long 
e're  now  gone  down  again  unto  filence  ?  is 
3t  not  God,  who  hath  held  our  fouls  in  life^ 
preferred  us  in  our  going  outy  and  our  coming 
iUy  and  gracioufly  lengthened  out  our 
time  and  the  number  of  our  years  ?  And 
are  we  not  bound  then  to  redeem  thofe 
years  for  his  fervice,  and  to  employ  theni 
to  the  honour  of  the  giver  ? 

idly^  As  God  has  a  right  to  our  whole 
lives,  fo  he  has  a  peculiar  right  to  the 
fervice  of  our  youth.  Youth  is  the  prime 
of  our  lives,  the  flower  of  our  days.  Then 
the  body  enjoys  its  beauty  and  ftrength ; 
the  nundits  aflivity  and  vigour^  the  fancy 

its 
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Its  fprightlinefs  and  life.  This  therefore  S^rm. 
is  the  beft  of  our  time  -,  what  is  dearejft  ^ ' 
to  ourfelves  ,  yielding  us  the  higheft  fatis- 
fadion  and  joy  ;  and  upon  thefe  very  ac- 
counts God  has  a  pecuhar  right  and  title 
to  it.  Were  the  firft  born  of  man  and  of 
beaft,  and  the  firft  fruits  of  the  field  to 
be  ofi'ered  unto  God  ?  and  has  he  not  a 
right  as  undeniable  to  the  firft  fruits  of 
our  lives,  the  firft  born  of  our  days,  the 
firft  exercife  of  our  reafon,  and  the  prime 
of  our  affedions  r  Nov^  it  is  that  the  ge- 
nerous paflions  have  all  their  ardour  and 
warmth ;  and  has  not  God,  whofe  un-f 
bounded  goodnefs,  whofe  amiable  excel- 
lence alone  is  worthy  of  our  love ;  has 
not  he,  I  fay,  a  fpccial  right  to  it  then, 
when  it  enjoys  its  ftrength  and  vigour^ 
and  burns  with  the  ftrongeft  flame  ?  Shall 
we  proftitute  the  noble  warmth  of  our 
affedions  on  the  ignoble  pleafures  of  fenfe 
and  the  fading  beauties  here  below ;  and 
rcferve  their  languid  breathings  in  old 
age  or  fickncfs  for  him  who  is  the  pcrfe^^ 

tion 
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Serm.  tion  of  beauty,  the  fountain  of  excellence? 
^  ^  ,  Now  it  is  that  we  have  the  neareft,  the  li ve- 
lieft  views  of  the  divine  goodnefs.  Our 
life  and  being  are  gifts  but  newly  confer- 
red. Our  prefervation  during  a  helplefs 
infancy  and  a  feeble  childhood  is  now  frefh 
upon  our  minds,  and  calls  upon  us  to  re- 
member him  who  fupported  us,  when  wc 
hung  upon  our  mothers  breafts.  Our  life  is 
now  in  its  verdure  and  flower.  Now  for 
the  moft  part  we  are  free  from  thofe  cala- 
mities and  mifchiefs  that  embitter  our 
more  advanced  years.  Without  difeafes 
or  pains,  free  from  oppreffing  cares  and 
anxious  folicitude,  we  pafs  our  days  in 
pleafure,  mirth  and  eafe^  and  while  thus 
we  tafte  of  the  goodnefs  of  our  God,  has 
he  not  the  higheft  right  to  the  grateful 
return  of  our  love  ?  And  can  there  be  any 
thing  more  perfidious  and  bafe,  than  to 
fquander  away  in  the  fervice  of  fin  that 
period  of  life  in  which  God,  by  fo  many 
bleflings,  would  engage  us  to  himfelf  ?  Af- 
ter wards,perhaps,long  poffeflion  will  make 

us 
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us  ready  to  look  upon  our  lives  as  our  Serm, 
own,  and  tempt  us  to  forget  the  God  that  ^_^,^ 
made  us.     But  now,  when  looking  but  a 
little  back,  we  fee  the  time  in  which  we 
began  to  be,  or  firft  were  confcious  of  our 
being  ;  ought  we  not  with  gratitude  and 
love  to  refledl  on  him,  who  is  the  author 
of  our  being,  and  has  preferved  us  from 
the  womb  ?   Afterwards  the  troubles  of 
life  may  render  us  lefs  fenfible  of  the  divine 
goodnefs,  and  eclipfe  its  beams  ^  but  ought 
we  not  to  dedicate  thofe  days  of  joy  and 
gladnefs  to  his  honour,   whofe  fun  then 
fhines  unclouded  on  our  heads,  and  whofe 
love  fliowcrs  down  fo  many  comforts  a- 
round  us?  What  then  can  be  more  mani- 
feft,  more  undeniable,  than  that  during 
this  period  the  Divine  Being  has  a  peculiar 
right  to  our  fervice  ? — But  then, 

3^/^,  As  God  has  a  right  to  our  whole 
lives,  and  a  peculiar  title  to  our  youth  -,  fo 
,the  work  he  has  given  us  to  do  in  this 
.world^  and  the  fervice  he  requires  of  us, 

arc 
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Serm.    arc  things  for  which  the  whole  of  our  life 
^'       is  no  more  than  fufficient.     What  is  our 
life  ?  //  IS  even  as  a  vapour  that  appear eth 
for  a  little  time,  and  then  vanijheth  away, 
Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days ; 
his  years  are  as  a  handbreadth^   and  fwifter 
than  a  poji.     And  of  this  narrow  fleeting 
fpace,  how  little  deferves  the  name  of  life, 
or   can  be  employed   for   its   important 
ends?  How  many  are  the  days  of  thought- 
lefs  infancy   and  childhood  5    and   may 
not  the  fucceffive  returns   of  fleep  and 
waking  be   faid  to  divide  our  more  ad- 
vanced years  unto  life  and  non-exiftence  ? 
Is  then  this  fmall  compafs  of  life  more 
than  fufficient  for  acquiring  the  know- 
ledge of  God;    for  contemplating  his  per- 
fections and  his  works  -,  for  planting  in 
our  fouls  every  grace  and  virtue ;    for 
forming  our  natures  corrupt,  and  dege- 
nerate, into  a  refemblance  with  God  5  in 
ftiort  for  preparing  ourfelves,  by  a  courfe  of 
holinefs  and  virtue,  for  the  ftate  of  perfec- 
tion and  happinefs  above?  Thefe  arq  exer* 

cifes 
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cifes  we  have  naturally  no  great  fondnefs  Serm. 
for ;  and  time,  indnftry  and  perfever-  ^• 
ance  are  neceffary  to  furnnount  the  diffi- 
culties which  occur  in  them.  True  indeed 
it  is,  our  holy  religion  leaves  us  not  to  en- 
counter thefe  difficulties  alone,  but  points 
out  a  fuperior  aid,  which  can  perfe^ 
jirength  in  our  weaknefs^  and  make  us 
more  than  conquerors :  yet  after  all,  the 
Chriftian  life  is  a  race,  where,  as  the  flippe* 
rinefs  of  the  path  requires  the  greateft  at- 
tention left  we  fall,  and  the  allurements 
we  are  furrounded  with  require  vigour 
and  refolution  left  we  be  tempted  to  turn 
afide  -,  fo  the  length  of  the  courfe,  and  the 
fhortnefs  of  our  day,  require,  that  wc 
fhould  fet  out  betimes  left  the  ni2:ht  of  e- 
verlafting  darknefs  overtake  us.  Have  we 
then  fo  dangerous  a  warfare  to  accom- 
pliih  'y  enemies  fo  powerful  to  encoun- 
ter ;  fo  difficult  a  conqueft  to  obtain ;  and 
ought  we. not  to  be  early  in  the  field?  to 
occupy  the  places  of  ftrcngth,  the  advan- 
tageous pofts,  before  they  arc  poiTeffed 

by 
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S^RM.  by  the  enemy;  and  by  giving  him  battle 
^•_  ^  before  he  has  rallied  all  his  force,  to  en- 
deavour to  fecure  the  more  complete  and 
eafy  viflory?  Having  thus  briefly  repre- 
fented  the  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty, 
from  thefe  feveral  confiderations^ 

I  PROCEED  to  the  fecorid  thing  propofed 
from  the  words ;  which  was,  To  {how 
the  bleflings  and  happy  confequences  of 
rememhering  our  Creator  in  the  days  of  our 
youths   or  the  advantages  of  early  piety. 

i/?j  This  will  render  the  religious  life 
natural  and  pleafant  to  us.  It  is  an  ordi- 
nary obfervation,  that  cuftom  makes  every 
thing  eafy,  and  becomes  as  it  were  a  fe- 
cond  nature.  The  things  which  at  firft 
feem  extremely  difficult,  and  next  to  im- 
poffible,  after  fome  praSice  we  come  to 
perform  with  the  greateft  faciUty  :  fo  like- 
ways  a  manner  of  life,  which  at  firft  feemed 
flavifh  and  burdenfome,  will  by  degrees 

appear 
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appear  more  tolerable,  and  at  length  Serm. 
perhaps  become  fo  agreeable^  that  it  is  ^• 
with  regret  and  uneafinefs  we  think  of  a 
change.  But  how  much  more  will  this 
be  the  cafe  in  the  pradice  of  religion, 
which  is  the  only  fource  of  real  plea- 
fure,  yielding  a  fatisfadion  which  the  de- 
lights of  the  world  can  never  equal  ?  It  is 
not  with  religion,  as  it  is  with  the  plea- 
furesof  fin,  which  the  more  we  tafte  of, 
the  more  we  muft  neceffarily  defpife  5 
though  our  unreafonable  paffions  continue 
to  pufh  us  on  to  feek  for  pleafure  where 
we  have  already  found  that  all  is  vanity. 
Religion  requires  only  to  be  known  in 
order  to  be  loved  ;  and  the  more  we  know 
and  are  acquainted  with  it,  we  will  love  it 
the  more.  It  is  owing  to  our  minds  being 
vitiated  by  the  falfe  pleafures  of  fin,  that 
we  are  infcnfible  of  the  pleafures  of  religi- 
on, or  ever  look  upon  it  as  comfortlefs  or 
irkfome.  But  if  by  an  early  application  to 
it,  we  prevented  our  tafte  from  being  cor- 
rupted, and  our  affeftions  from  being  per- 
M  verted. 
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Serm,  verted,  we  would  run  in  the  ways  of  righ- 
^'  teoufnefs  with  pleafure  :  every  day  would 
difcover  to  us  new  enjoyments  in  religi- 
on, new  beauties  in  virtue,  and  it  would 
be  as  our  meat  a?id  drink  to  do  the  'will  of 
Cod  our  heavenly  father. 

2^/v,  Another  advantage  of  early  piety 
is,  that  thereby  we  fhall  efcape  all  the 
dangers  of  youth.  How  many,  how  fatal 
are  the  mifchiefs  to  which  our  youth  is 
expofed,  if  it  be  not  reftrained  and  govern- 
ed by  rehgion  and  virtue  ?  Our  paffions 
are  then  at  the  higheft ;  our  tafte  for  plea- 
fure keeneft  ;  our  judgment  is  but  weak, 
and  our  forefight  fmall.  In  that  period  of 
life  we  have  not  a  fufficient  meafure  of  ex- 
perience, to  enable  us  to  difcover  the  bad 
confequences  of  the  purfuits  in  which  wc 
engage ;  or  if  we  difcover  them,  yet  fuch 
is  the  violence  of  our  appetites,  and  our 
furious  rafhnefs,  that  we  are  too  apt  to  de- 
fpife  the  danger,  and  frequently  plunge  our- 
felvcs  into  the  moft  irretrievable  diftrcfs. 
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We  need  only  on  this  head  confult  our  own  SermJ 
experience  and  obfervation,  in  whatever  V* 
ftation  of  life  we  have  been  placed,  and 
we  fhall  find  too  many  and  too  mournful 
inftances  of  the  difafters  of  vicious  youth. 
It  is  indeed  the  higher  fphere  of  life  which 
affords  examples  of  this  kind  the  mofl 

remarkable  and  melancholy. The  poor 

thoughtlefs  youth  fets  out  into  the  world 
jufl  pofTefTed  of  an  opulent  fortune,  the 
fpring  of  his  prefent  joy  and  his  after  ruin. 
He  refolves  to  give  himfelf  full  fwing  in 
all  the  extravagancies  of  life.  He  looks 
on  his  eflate  as  given  him  for  this  very 
purpofe;  and,  however  it  may  be  with 
meaner  mortals,  pleafure  he  imagines  to  be 
his  only  bufinefs.  Accordingly  he  embarks 
in  the  laudable  defign  :  foppery  in  drefs, 
and  a  gaudy  equipage,  the  ufual  firfl  fruits 
of  youthful  folly,  run  him  of  courfe  into 
a  vafl  expence.  The  more  hurtful  paf- 
fions  come  in  to  increafe  the  charge  -,  by 
which,  if  he  is  not  funk  into  poverty  and 
indigence,  yet  what  a  train  of  dangers  has 

M  2  he 
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Serm*     he  to  encounter  ?  One  vice  expofes  to  the 

V         •         •  • 

(y^y^,^  vileft  difeafes ;  another  to  the  commiffion 

of  the  moft  dreadful  crimes :  all  combine 
to  ruin  his  charader,  to  fhatter  his  judg- 
ment, to  break  his  conftitution,  and  to 
bring  on  the  crazinefs  of  old  age,  even 
in  the  bloom  of  his  years.  So  that  after 
a  ihort  courfe  of  this  fatal  extravagance, 
he  is  left  to  languifh  out  the  v^retched  re- 
mainder of  his  time  in  pain  and  deep  re- 
morfe.  Nay^  how  oft  may  we  fee  the  un- 
happy youth  cut  fliort  in  the  midft  of  his 
mad  career  ?  A  raging  fever,  the  fruit  of 
an  irregular  life,  pats  an  end  to  his  days  : 
or  his  biood  being  inflamed  by  intempe- 
rance, he  is  led  into  quarrels  which  end  in 
murder  or  death  :  thefe,  thefe,  are  the 
confequences  of  a  licentious  youth.  But, 
would  we  fecure  ourfelves  againft  thofe 
horrid  mifchiefs,  and  fafely  pafs  thofe 
rocks  and  quick-fands,  we  muft  arm  our- 
felves betimes  with  the  love  of  God  and 
virtue.  A  youth  may  fondly  flatter  himfelf 
that  his  good  fenfc   and  judgment  will 

guard 
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guard  him  fufficiently  from  follies  fuch  as  Serm. 
thefe,  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  reafon  ^• 
than  oppofite  to  religion.  But  alas  !  the 
heart  of  man  is  deceitful  above  all  things ^  and 
defperately  wicked-,  who  can  know  it  ?  Little 
is  he,  who  flatters  himfelf  thus,  acquainted 
with  the  power  of  temptation,  and  the 
contagious  influence  of  bad  examples ;  how 
they  infinuate  themfelves  into  our  minds, 
baffle  the  flrongefl  refolutions,  and  banifli 
every  fober  thought.  Who  would  vainly 
truil  to  his  own  wifdom  and  conduct,  in  a 
way  fofuU  of  fnares  and  dangers?  It  is  re- 
ligion alone,  the  fear  and  the  love  of  God, 
and  that  gracious  protection  which  he 
vouchfafes  to  hl$  children,  that  can  arm 
us  fufficiently  againft  thofe  powerful  ene- 
mies, and  guard  and  preferve  us  from  the 
dangers  of  youth.  And  not  o|ily  fo,  but 
further  in  the 

3^  Place,  it  will  alfo  furnifh  us  with 
confolation  under  all  the  calamities  of 
life,  and  with  fupport  under  death  itfelf. 

Strangely 


y^v^ 


I   182   ] 

Serm.  Strangely  ignorant  and  fooliih  muft  he  be^ 
^'  who  fondly  hopes  to  pafs  thro*  this  valley 
of  tears  without  vexation  and  trouble.  Man 
is  born  unto  trouble  as  the  [parks  jly  upwards  \ 
and  no  ftate,  nor  period  of  life  affords  us 
any  exemption  from  this  common  fate  of 
all  the  children  of  men.  We  are  expofed 
to  innumerable  difeafes  that  may  render 
our  lives  a  fcene  of  mifery  and  woe  ;  all 
our  enjoyments  are  extremely  precarious  5 
by  a  thoufand  various  ways  we  may  be  de- 
prived of  them  i  our  riches  may  take  wings 
unto  themfelves  and  fly  away  j  death  may 
fnatch  from  usthofe  friends  whom  we  lov- 
ed as  our  own  foul,  and  leave  us  forrowful 
and  alone,  to  mourn  over  their  lofs  with 
whom  we  would  have  wifhed  to  die.  How 
often  do  fuch  misfortunes  blaft  the  faireft 
profpeds  we  had  formed  in  our  youth? 
how  often  do  they  throw  a  black  cloud  over 
all  our  remaining  days,  and  utterly  opprefs 
and  overwhelm  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
are  unfupported  by  any  higher  principles 
or  hopes  ?  Is  it  not  wife  then  to  prepare 

our^ 
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ourfelves  for  approaching  afflidion  and  Serm. 
trouble,  and  to  provide  the  beft  defence      ^* 
we  can  againft  it?  But  where  is  this  pre- 
paration and  defence  to  be  found,    unlefs 
in  an  early  application  to  piety  and  virtue; 
by  which  we  may  fecure  to  ourfelves  di- 
vine friendlTiip  in  the  midft  of  all  the  vari- 
ous and  unforefeen  events  of  human  life  ? 
Happy  is  the  man  whofe  hope  is  in  the  Lord 
his  Gody  who  made  the  heaven  and  the  earth. 
The  Lord  is  his  light  andhisjahationy  whom 
Jhallhefear?  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  hi% 
life,  ofwhomfjall  he  be  afraid?  The  Lord 
is  his  frong  habitationy  whereunto  he  jhall 
refort  y  his  rocky  and  his  dwelling-place  thro 
all  generations.     If  in   the  bloom  of  life 
we  have  dedicated  ourfelves  to  God  ;  if 
in  the  midft  of  its  gayeft  and  brightefl 
fcenes  wc   have  remembred  and  honour- 
ed our  Creator  s  then  in  its  darkeft  hours 
we  may  look  up  to  hin^  with  confidence 
and  hope,  and  reft  in  his  protedion,  as 
our  ancient    friend.       When    all    other 
fources  of  comfort  are  dried  up,  this  will 
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Serm.  open  to  us  a  perennial  fpring  in  religion, 
^'  _  which  fhall  ever  continue  to  flow.  Td 
the  upright  there  Jhall  arife  light  in  darknefL 
^he  peace  of  God  Jhall  keep  their  minds.  A 
y^^  fliall  be  theirs,  which  a  Jlr anger  inter  - 
tneddleth  not  with. 

But  the  bleffed  influence  of  religion 
appears  mofl:  confpicuoufly  at  the  hour  of 
death.  The  empire  of  death  extends  over 
all  the  ages  and  conditions  of  men  3  and 
the  growing  vigour,  the  blooming  beauty 
of  youth,  are  not  beyond  the  reach  of  his 
all-conquering  arm.  Now,  is  there  any 
thing  but  religion  that  can  bear  up  our 
fouls,  when  attacked  by  this  dreadful  foe  ? 
Then  riches  and  honours,  the  world  and 
its  deceitful  pleafures  fhall  retire,  and 
leave  their  deluded  votaries  trembling  and 
naked,  wretched  and  forlorn.  Bat  hap- 
py, thrice  happy,  at  that  critical  period,  is 
he,  who  from  his  early  youth  has  made 
religion  his  choice;  who  can  review  with 
pleafure  the  paft  fcenes  of  a  virtuous  life^ 

who 
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who  with  humble  confidence  can  commit  Serm. 
his  foul  to  that  God  whom  he  has  long 
ferved  and  loved.  He  can  look  on  death 
without  difmay  s  and,  feeing  through  its 
dark  vale  the  dawning  of  immortal  blifs, 
can  welcome  its  approaches  with  calmncfs 
and  ferenity  of  mind. 

Thus  early  religion  has  a  bleffed  influ- 
ence to  fupport  us  under  all  the  calami- 
ties of  life,  and  at  the  hour  of  death  itfelf; 
and  to  this  may  we  not  add,  that  it  will 
alfo  exalt  us  to  a  greater  degree  of  glory 
in  heaven  ?  The  moft  fublime  notion  that 
either  reafon  or  revelation  afford  us  of  the 
celeflial  ftate,  is,  that  it  will  confift  in  the 
perfedtion  of  virtue,  in  our  being  made 
like  to  God.  In  order  to  our  arriving  at 
this,  the  feeds  of  virtue  muft  be  fown  here; 
the  tender  plant  muft  be  carefully  nourilli- 
ed ;  but  the  fooner  it  is  fown,  the  longer  it 
is  nouriflied,  may  not  we  juilly  expefl:, 
that  it  ihall  rife  to  a  greater  height,  and 
feeing  tranfplanted  more  tall  and  flourifh- 
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Serm.    ingr  to  the  redons  above,  fhall  there  be 
V. 


honoured  with  a  place  proportioned  to  its 


growth  and  ftature. 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  briefly  to  en- 
'  force  the  duty  of  remembering  our  Crea- 
tor in  the  days  of  our  youth,  and  have  re- 
prefented  the  chief  advantages  of  our  doing 
fo  5  a  fubjedl,   which  tho'  it  more  imme- 
diately refpe<5ts  thofe  of  a  certain  age,  yet 
lione  of  more  advanced  years  have  reafon 
to  think  themfelves  entirely  unconcerned 
in  it.     If  they  have  fpent  their  youth  in 
folly  ;   if  now  the  hurry  of  worldly  cares 
diftrads  and  fills  their  minds  5  if  they  have 
trifled  or    dreamed  away    too    many  of 
their  years;  with  what  redoubled  force 
niuft  the  exhortation  reach  them,  now  to 
remember  their  Creator^    before  the  evil  days 
yet  come^  and  the  years  draw  nigh^  in  which 
they  jhallfay^  they  have  no  pleafure  in  them^ 
But  I  hope,  I  fhall  be  allowed  to  conclude 
this  difcourfe,  in  an  addrefs  to  thofe  whom 
the  text  has  particularly  in  view. 

If 
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If  you  confult  your  own  breafts,  my  SERr.!* 
brethren,  you  will  find,  that  the  defire  of  ^;^ 
pleafure  is  the  ruhng  paffion.     We  call 
you  not  to  deny  this  darling  appetite:  no, 
it  is  the  wife  conflitution  of  God,  eidential 
to  your  natures,  and  neceffiiry  to  their  per- 
fedion.     But  would  you  have  this  paffion 
fully  fatisfied  ?  or  would  you  fearch  for 
ever,  and  meet  with  nothing  but  pain  and 
difappointment  ?  By  dedicating  your  early 
years  to  religion  and  virtue,  you  fliall  reap 
the  trueft,   the  moft  lafting  delight  and 
joy.     Alas !  how  vain  and  chimerical  are 
the  hopes  of  pleafare  you  build  on  the  en- 
joyments of  the  world  ?    Are  you  placed 
in  a  fuperior  ftation  in  life  ?    How  early 
do  you  begin  to  lay  down  fchemes  of  fu- 
ture happinefs  and  grandeur  5  your  intoxi-. 
catcd  imaginations  are  employed  in  paint- 
ing out  fcenes  of  pleafure,  and  every  re- 
volution in  life  affords  you  a  profpe^  more 
joyful  and  gay  than  another.    But,  if  you 
look  for  pleafure  in  the  ways  of  fin,  you 
miferably  deceive  yourfelves.    There  you 

will 
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Serm.    will  find  nothing  but  what  is  empty  and 
^'      vain,  falfe  and  dangerous.  Thefe  pleafures 
may  be  fweet  to  your  tafte,  but  they  turn 
to  gall  and  bitternefs  within.    At  a  diftance 
they  may  appear  beauteous  and  comely, 
but  you  will  find  them,  on  a  nearer  view, 
full  of  deformity  and  uglinefs.     You  may 
come  to  them  full  fraught  with  hopes  of 
folid  fatisfadion,  but  the  enjoyment  is  va- 
nifhing,   and  leaves  nothing  behind  it  but 
fliame  and  remorfe.     Even  the  more  in- 
nocent enjoyments  of  life,  you  behold  at 
prefent  through  a  deceitful  glafs.     At  the 
higheft  they  are  but  faint  and  languid, 
fleeting  and  tranfitory.     Your  joy   fhall 
be  chequered  with  forrow,  your  pleafure 
mingled  with  grief,  and  the  fum  of  all 
fhall  fiill  be  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit. 
But  would  you  pafs  your  days  in  pleafiire  ? 
Seek  it  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  where  you 
fhall  find  a  delight  that  reaches  to  the  foul, 
which  is  lafting  and  uniforni;  which  is 
manly  and  noble ;    which  alone  can  fup- 
port  you  under  every  circumflance  of  life. 

Dq 
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Do  you  look  upon  religion  as  joylefs,  for-  Serm. 
rowful  and  melancholy  ?    Were  this  the       V. 
cafe,  it  might  indeed  be  hard  to  perfuade   ^-"^^^ 
thofe,  in  whom  the  fire  of  youth  yet  burns, 
to  embrace  and  entertain  it.     But  this  is  a 
llander  on  religion  5    religion  exhilerates 
the  foul  with  the  pureft  joy,  and  gives  the 
fweeteft  relifh  to  all  the  other  comforts  of 
life.   The  moment  we  exceed  the  bounds 
it  prefcribes  us,  the  pleafure  is  turned  un- 
to pain,  the  comfort  unto  forrow,  the  blef- 
fing  unto  a  curfe.     Tbe  ways  of  wifdo?n  are 
the  ways  of  pleafantnefs^  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace. 

Again,  my  brethren,  do  you  find  in  ' 
your  breafts  a  paffion  for  praife  ?  are  you 
ambitious  of  applaufe  and  honour  ?  This 
too  is  a  laudable  paffion,  and  it  finds  its 
mofl  proper  exercife  in  the  purfuit  of  re- 
ligion. For  religion  and  virtue  add  a  luftrc 
and  grace,  a  fuperior  amiablenefs  to  every 
accomplifhment  either  of  body  or  mind.. 
What  an  alluring  thing  is  a  fprightly  wit, 
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S£kM.  when  joined  with  innocence  and  goodnefs  ? 
y^  how  charming  is  beauty  when  accompa-^ 
nied  with  virtue  ?  The  beauty  of  the  face 
we  admire  as  a  natural  image  of  the  beau- 
ty of  the  minds  but,  if  we  find  the  pic- 
ture is  falfe,  and  that  the  fair  outfide  co- 
vers a  mind  ftained  and  deformed  with 
vice,  it  lofes  all  it  charms.  How  engag- 
ing, how  endearing  a  thing  is  early  piety 
and  virtue  ?  It  renders  you  the  beloved  of 
God,  the  favourites  of  heaven  -,  itfecures 
you  the  eftcem  and  honour  of  the  beft  and 
wifeft  of  men,  and  commands  an  inward 
regard  and  reverence  even  from  the  aban- 
doned and  the  vicious.  The  youth  who 
has  fubjedted  his  mind  to  the  didates  of 
reafon;  who  gloriouily  fpurns  the  bafe  and 
unmanly  allurements  of  vice  ;  who  has 
chofen  the  fteep  path  of  virtue,  and  is  dai- 
ly making  advances  in  that  arduous  afcent 
to  true  glory,  is  an  objecS  more  worthy 
of  admiration  and  praife,  than  an  Alex- 
ander or  a  Cafar,  adorned  with  the  laurels 
of  conquered  nations. 

Havs 
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Have  you  then  a  tafte  for  true  pleafure?  Serm.; 
are  you  ambitious  of  honour,  or  ofpraife?  ,  ^ ' 
would  you  fet  off  thefe  endowments  that 
adorn  your  youth  in  the  beft  and  faireft 
light?  Seek  wifdom^  watchiiig  daily  at  her 
gates  ^  waiting  at  the  pojls  of  her  doors:  for 
riches  and  honour  are  with  her-y  her  fruit  is 
better  than  gold^  yea^  than  much  fine  goJd\ 
and  happy  is  the  man  thatfindeth  her.  Make 
the  tejlimonies  of  God  thy  delight^  and  thy 
counjellors  ;  thereby  fhalt  thou  cleanfe  thy 
*way^  taking  heed  thereto  according  to  his 
word.  When  finners  entice  thee^  coifent 
thcu  noty  walk  not  thou  in  the  way  with 
them^  refrain  thy  foot  from  their  path  j  keep 
thy  heart  with  all  diligence ^  for  out  of  it 
are  the  ijfues  of  life ;  put  away  from  thee  a 
froward  mouth  and  perverfe  lips*  Prefent 
your  bodies  a  living  facrifice^  holy  and  accept-^ 
able  unto  God^  which  is  your  reafonable  fer- 
vice-,  and,  denyiiig  ungodlinefs  and  worldly 
lujls^  live  fob erly^  right eoufy  and  godly  ^  look- 
ing for  the  blejjed  hope^  and  glorious  appear- 
ance of  the  great  God^  and  our  Saviour  Jefus 
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Serm.    Chrijl:  To  whom  with  the  Father,  and 
^*       the  bleffed  Spirit,  be  srlory,  dominion  and 
praife  for  evermore.     Amen, 


SER- 
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SERMON  VI. 

The  Folly  and  Danger  of  delay- 
ing to  enter  upon  a  Religious 

Life. 

ECCLESIASTES  xii.   I. 

Re?ne?7iber  7iow  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy 
youths  while  the  evil  days  come  noty  nor  the 
years  draw  nigh^  when  thou  Jhalt  fay^  I 
have  no  pleafure  in  them. 

HAVING,  on  a  former  occalion,  dif-  SermJ 
courfed  from  thefe  words,  of  the      VI. 
duty  of  dedicating  our  early  years  to  the  ^^^*^ 
fervice  of  God  and  religion  -,  and  having 
reprefented  the  advantages  and  bleffings 
that  attend  our  doing  fo,   I  now  propofc 
to  lay  before  you  the  extreme  folly  and 
danger  of  delaying  this  important  work; 
and  efpecially  of  delaying  it  until  the  evil 
days  come,   and  the  years  draw  nigh^  when 
N  we 
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Serm*     we /ball fay  we  have  no  pleafure  in  them.   In 
^^*       order  to  which,  we  may  confider  the  fol^ 
lowing  things: 

I.  The  great  uncertainty  of  human  life 
makes  it  impoffible  for  us  to  know,  if  af- 
terwards we  ihall  have  time  for  this  im- 
portant work. 

II.  Were  we  fure  of  after  wards  having 
time,  yet  by  thus  delaying  we  become 
more  averfe  to  the  work,  and  the  work 
xtfelf  becomes  more  hard  and  difficult. 


III.  Supposing  that  this  were  not  the 
cafe,  and  that  this  delay  produced  no 
change  to  the  worfe,  in  either  of  thefe 
refpedts ;  yet  the  feafons  of  old  age  or  fick- 
nefs,  to  which  we  delay,  are  in  themfelves 
improper  for  the  management  of  a  bufi-* 
nefs  fo  weighty  and  great. 

IV.  Were  there  nothing  in  the  days  of 
ficknefs  or  old  age  that  rendered  them  un- 
fit 
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fit  for  commencing  our  application  to  re-  Serm. 
ligion ;  yet,  by  fpending  our  ftrength  and  *'^-*^- 
vigour  in  the  fervice  of  fin,  and  allotting 
only  thefe  worfc  of  our  days  to  the  fervice 
of  God,  v/e  become  unworthy  of  his  fa- 
vour, and  may  juftly  provoke  him  to  deny 
us  that  grace  which  we  have  fo  often  de- 
fpifed  and  rejefted :  after  having  fpoken 
briefly  to  which,  I  fliall  end  with  fome 
refledions  on  the  fubjecl. 

L  The:  great  uncertainty  of  human  life 
makes  it  impofiible  for  us  to  know,  if  af- 
terwards we  fhall  have  time  for  the  im- 
portant work  of  repenting  and  reforming  . 
our  lives.   How  vain  and  foolifh  is  the  con- 
dudl  of  youth !  they  expedt  to  live  to  old 
age  and  grey  hairs  3  and  then,  when  they 
fuppofe  their  paflions  fliall  have  loft  their 
force,  and  their  tafte  for  the  pleafures  of 
fin  fliall  be  abated,  they  refolve  to  mind 
the  concerns  of  their  fouls,  and  dedicate 
to  religion  that  feafon  which  they  think 
good  for  nothing  elfe.  But  tho*  the  young 
N  2  and 
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Sekm.  and  the  gay  will  fcarce  allow  a  thought 
^^-  fo  gloomy  to  difcompofe  their  minds,  and 
reckon  it  by  much  too  foon  to  think  that 
they  muft  die ;  yet  certain  it  is,  that  the 
empire  of  death  extends  over  all  ages  and 
conditions  of  men  5  and  neither  youth, 
nor  ftrength  nor  beauty,  afford  us  the  leaft 
fecurity  for  the  continuance  of  life.  All 
the  glory  ofnm^i  is  as  the  grafs,  and  his  good- 
nefs  as  the  flower  of  the  field  -,  as  the  grafs  it 
withereth^  and  as  the  flower  of  the  field  it 
pafethaway.  The  young  man  in  the  prime 
of  his  years,  in  the  vain  thoughtlefs  time 
of  his  life,  when  he  indulges  himfelf  with- 
out controul  in  whatever  he  defires,  and 
witholds  not  his  heart  from  any  joy^  in  the 
midft  of  this  mad  career  may  be  fuddenly 
ftopt  by  death,  and  torn  for  ever  from  his 
beloved  pleafures.  Is  there  any  of  us  fo 
young,  who  has  not  mourned  for  the  death 
of  friends  as  young  or  younger  than  our- 
felves?  Whom  are  we  daily  attending  to 
the  grave?  are  they  only  thofe,  whofe 
hoary  heads  made  them  ripe  for  death? 

arc 
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are  they  not  for  the  moft  fuch  who  have  Serm. 
been  cut  off  in  the  firfl  fpring:  of  life,   or      ^^' 
what  they  reckoned  but  the  middle  of 
their  days  ?  Ask  any  man  who  has  arriv- 
ed at  fixty  or  feventy  years,  who  were  his 
friends  and  companions,   with  whom  he 
paiTed  the  joyful  years  of  youth?  How 
many  will  he  number  who  have  gone  to 
the  duft  and  have  i^^n  corruption  ?    but 
Jiow  few,  who  yet  furvive  and  are  the  com- 
panions of  his  old  age  ?  The  half  of  man- 
kind, born  into  the  world,  die  in  the  years 
of  infancy  and  childhood  \  and  of  thofe 
that  arrive  at  the  ufe  of  reafon,   fcarce  a 
fourth  part  come  near  to  that  period  to 
which  God  has  now  reftridted  the  life  of 
man.     Can  any  thing  then  be  more  irra- 
tional, than  to  deceive  ourfelves  with  thofe 
vain,  thofe  flattering  hopes?  or  more  ab- 
furd,  than  in  a  bufmefs  of  infinite  concern 
to  us,  to  depend  on  events  fo  uncertain 
and  precarious  ?   Now,  perhaps,  we  glory 
in  our  ftrength  and  vigour,  and,  rejoicing 
in  fulnefs  of  health,  we  think  our  lives 
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Serm.    fecare  for  a  courfe  of  years  to  come;  yet, 
^^'      alas !   there  may  be  but  a  ftep  between  us 
and  death.     Ma?2  hwweth  not  his  time^  but 
as  the  Jijhes  that  are  caught  in  the  evil  net^ 
and  as  the  birds  that  are  caught  in  the  fnare^ 
Jo  are  the  fons  of  men  fnared  in  an  evil  time^ 
when  it falleth  fiiddenly  upon  them  *.     Does 
death  always  come  on  by  flow  and  gra- 
dual ileps,   and  give  us  timeous  warning 
of  his  approach  ?  on  the  contrary,  how 
many  fudden  unexpecfled  deaths  are  we 
daily  alarmed  with  ?  How  oft  does  it  hap- 
pen, according  to  the  cafe  in  the  parable, 
when  men  are  blefiing  themfelves  with 
.  the  fmiling  profpedt  of  a  happy  and  pro- 
fperous  life,  that  very  7iight  their  fouls  are 
required  of  them.    What  a  frail  and  flender 
thing  is  the  thread  of  our  lives  ?   how  ea- 
fily  and  foon  may  it  be  cut  afunder  ?    Of 
what  an  infinity  of  curious  tender  parts 
are   our  bodies  compofcd,    the  leaft  of 
which  being  violently  broken,  or  other- 
ways  indifpofed  for  action,  may  bring  on 

*Ecclef.  k.  12, 
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the  fudden  diflblution  of  the  whole.  And  Serm.' 
how  do  we  know,  when  thus  dallying  and  ^^' 
tfifling,  when  thus  prefuming  on  our  lives 
and  the  continuance  of  our  days,  but  this 
may  be  our  fate  ?  May  not  death  be  fe- 
cretly  lying  in  wait  for  us,  and  attacking 
us  as  it  were  by  ftealth ;  or  may  not  fome 
difeafe  within,  unfelt  by  us,  be  working 
our  deftrudion  ?  May  we  not  fink  into 
the  invifible  ftate  in  a  moment,  and  be 
carried  into  the  prefence  of  our  awful 
Judge,  without  being  allowed  the  fmalleft 
time  to  implore  his  mercy,  or  to  prepare 
ourfelvcs  for  fo  folemn  an  appearance  ? 
The  prefent  moment  is  only  ours,  and  we 
are  not  fure  of  to-morrow  -,  this  day  there- 
fore ought  we  to  do,  what  we  would  wiHi 
to  have  done  when  we  come  tp  die.  But 
then, 

II.  Let  us  abftrad:  from  this,  and  fup- 
pofe  ourfelves  certain  of  our  lives  for  a 
courfe  of  years  to  come  3  yet,  by  delaying 
the  bufinefs  of  religion  from  time  to  time, 
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Serm,  our  minds  become  more  averfe  to  it,  and 
^^'  the  work  itfelf  becomes  more  hard  and 
difficult.  How  many  are  there,  who 
from  a  Chriftian  education  have  got  fuch 
good  impreffions,  as  cannot  be  entirely 
effaced  or  baniflied  from  their  minds,  and 
yet  labour  under  the  power  of  a  fatal  de- 
lufion  ?  Senfible  they  are  of  the  importance 
of  religion,  and  refolve  to  apply  their 
minds  to  it  with  care  and  diligence  -,  but 
now  perhaps  they  are  engaged  in  a  hurry 
of  bufinefs,  which  entirely  confumes  their 
time ;  or  they  are  indulging  a  favourite 
paffion  which  they  cannot  refift  ;  but 
they  hope  foon  to  get  the  better  of  it,  and 
then  will  they  mind  the  great  bufinefs  of 
their  lives  with  calmnefs  and  attention. 
But  a  condudt  more  foolifli  and  abfurd 
than  this  cannot  eafily  be  imagined.  This 
is  a  way  which  feemeth  right  unto  a  man^  but 
the  end  thereof  are  the  ways  of  death  J^  Do  the 
cares  of  this  life,  thepurfuit  of  the  riches, 
honours  and  pleafures  of  this  world  harafs 
your  minds  now,  and  will  thefe  avocations 

*  Prov.  xiv.  12, 
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do  you  think  fliortly  ceafe,  and  of  them-  Serm* 
felves  give  place  to  purfuits  of  a  higher  ^' 

and  more  exalted  nature  ?  No  :  the  world 
has  attradtions  fatally  fuccefsful  for  every 
age  of  man  ,  and  as  it  prefents  its  fenfual 
joys  and  gaudy  magnificence  to  thought- 
lefs  youth,  fo  its  riches  and  honours  attraft 
thofe  of  riper  years,  and  have  power  to 
enflave  old  age  itfelf  with  all  its  wifdom 
and  experience.  How  oft  may  we  fee 
men  even  on  the  utmofi:  verge  of  life  over- 
whelmed with  wordly  cares,  panting  after 
worldly  riches,  and  the  fooner  they  are 
to  part  with  them  feeming  to  embrace 
them  with  greater  keennefs,  and  to  cling 
the  fafter  to  them  ?  In  vain  then  do  we 
wait  for  minds  more  difengaged  from  the 
cares  of  the  world,  and  freed  from  its  a- 
vocations ;  and  as  vainly  do  we  hope  for 
the  time,  when  thofe  finful  paffions,  we 
now  indulge  in  our  breafts,  fhall  lofe  their 
power,  and  the  diflafte,  they  now  give  us 
at  religion,  (hall  wear  off  and  fail.  Sin  is 
the  moft  deceitful  thing  in  the  world. 

When 
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Serm.  When  firft  we  begin  to  tafte  of  its  falfe 
^'  pleafures,  we  find  an  uneafy  ftiame,  an 
inward  remorfe.  We  abhor  the  thoughts 
of  a  habit  of  v/ickednefs  ;  but  of  this,  by 
one  indulgence  or  two,  we  think  ourfelves 
in  no  great  danger.  But  one  indulgence 
ftill  authorizes  and  pleads  for  another  ; 
our  virtuous  fhame  infenfibly  decays ; 
fin  becomes  familiar  to  us  ;  by  every  re- 
peated adl  it  gathers  ftrength  in  the  mind; 
till  at  length  it  ereds  its  thrpne  in  our 
heart,  and  eftablifhes  a  dominion  to  itfelf 
within  us,  which  we  become  utterly  un^ 
able  to  fhake  off.  There  is  a  progrefs 
in  fin,  and  no  man  at  once  becomes  de^ 
fperately  wicked. 

As  it  is  with  the  difeafcs  of  the  body, 
which  the  more  inveterate  they  are,  prove 
the  more  incurable  ;  as  the  diftemper, 
which  if  taken  in  time  might  have  been 
eafily  removed,  will,  if  allowed  to  go  on, 
baffle  the  art  of  the  moft  fkilful  phyfician, 
0nd  the  force  of  the  ftrongeft  medicines  ^ 
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jujfl:  fo  It  is  with  fin,  thevileft  difeafe  and  Serm. 
poifon  of  the  foul :  as  foon  may  the  Ethi- 
opia7i  change  his  sk'hi,   and  the  leopard  his 
Jpots^  as  he  that  is  acxujiomed  to  do  evil 
learn  to  do  well.     It  is  a  common  obfer- 
vation,  that  cuftom  is  a  fecond  nature  ; 
let  us  accuflom  ourfelves  to  any  thing  even 
oi  the  moft  trifling  nature,    it  is  with  the 
greatefl  difficulty  ii^^aginable  we  can  wean 
ourfelves  from  it.     Such  is  the  force  of 
cuftom,  even  where  our  paflionsare  fcarcc 
at  all  concerned.     But  how  much  more 
muft  this  be  the  cafe  in  the  pradlice  of 
fin,  to  which  our  corrupt  natures  have  fo 
ftrong  a  biafs,    to   v/hich    our  irregular 
pafllons  drive  us  with  fo  terrible  a  force  ? 
By  a  long  continued  courfe  of  wickednefs 
and  vice,  confcience,  that  witnefs  for  God 
within  us,  is  overwhelm'd  and  ilifRed.  We 
have  fcorned  its  checks,  and  given  a  deaf 
ear  to  all  its  friendly  admonitions.  Weari- 
ed out  with  fuch  repeated  infults,   it  be- 
comes filent  at  laft,  and  ceafes  to  reprove 
iis<     This  candle  of  the  Lord  is  extinguifh- 
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Serm.  ed,  and  we  are  left  in  darknefs  to  continue 
^^'  our  fatal  fleep.  In  fhort,  acourfcoflin 
impairs  our  reafon,  weakens  our  under- 
ftanding  and  judgment,  perverts  the  will  j 
nay  will  almoft  obliterate  and  deface  that 
fenfe  of  moral  good  and  evil  which  God 
has  planted  in  our  natures.  And  how 
hard,  how  difficult  muft  it  be  to  conquer 
fuch  indifpofitions  as^thefe,  to  root  out 
fuch  inveterate  habits  >  to  awaken  fuch 
a  drowfy  foul  ^  to  cure  a  difeafe  that  has 
had  fo  long  pofieffion,  and  has  fpread  its 
malign  influence  over  the  whole  of  our 
frame  I  Can  any  thing  then  be  more 
foolifh,  than  with  a  ftupid  carelefsnefs  to 
allow  it  thus  to  grow,  and  to  indulge  it 
when  growing  upon  us,  in  hope  that  we 
Ihall  afterwards  more  eafily  conquer  it  ? 

But  let  us  even  fuppofe  the  cafe  to  be, 
as  thofe  perfons  vainly  expert,  that  after 
fometimethey  might  find  themfelves  more 
at  leifure,  and  more  inclined  to  engage  in 
the  fervice  of  God  and  religion  3  yet  is 

this 
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this  condudl  and  proceeding  of  theirs  the  SerMo 
mod  unreafonable  and  inconfiftent  thing  ^I« 
in  the  world.  Repentance  for  the  offences 
of  our  paft  Hfe  is  neceffarily  the  firft  ftep 
in  religion,  without  which  we  can  never 
be  intitled  to  the  favour  of  God,  or  expert 
the  pardon  of  our  fins.     This  repentance,  i 

if  it  be  true  and  genuine,  mufl  be  accom- 
panied with  the  deep  eft  for  row  and  con- 
trition of  foul,  and  the  greateft  felf- ab- 
horrence for  our  difobedience  and  ingrati- 
tude to  God,  our  beft  friend ;  for  the  con- 
tempt which  we  have  fhown  of  his  laws, 
and  the  dreadful  danger  to  which  we 
have  expofed  ourfelves.  Now,  can  there 
be  any  thing  more  abfurd,  than  to  continue 
in  the  pradice  of  thofe  things,  which  we 
refulve  afterwards  to  repent  of;  to  take 
pleafure  in  the  commiffion  of  thofc  fins, 
which  we  refolve  afterwards  to  be  hearti- 
ly  grieved  for  >  to  add  wickednefs  to  wick- 
cdnefs,  when  we  know,  that  this  will  add 
forrow  toforrow,  and  double  our  afflidion  ? 
Is  this  afting  like  a  rational  creature  ?  Will 

any 
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Serm.  man  in  the  common  affairs  of  life  engage  in 
^■^*  a  defign,  when  he  knows  he  fhall  certain- 
ly repent  his  having  ever  meddled  with  it, 
and  fhall  heartily  condemn  himfelf  for  it  ? 
or,  when  he  finds  the  miftake,  while  he 
has  yet  power  to  draw  back,  will  he  ftill 
go  on  and  involve  himfelf  deeper  in  the 
mifchief  ?  yet  fuch  is  our  condud  in  mat-^- 
ters  of  infinitely  higher  moment. 

III.  The  next  thing  we  propofed  to 
iiluftrate  was.  That  fuppofing  this  delay 
produced  no  change  to  the  worfe,  either 
in  our  own  riiinds  or  in  the  Work  of  reli- 
glon,  in  which  we  propofe  to  engage  3  yet 
the  feafons  of  old  age  or  ficknefs,  to  which 
we  delay  it,  are  in  themfelves  exceedingly 
improper  for  the  management  of  a  bufi- 
nefs  fo  weighty  and  great.  Old  age, 
fliould  we  arrive  at  it,  has  been  found  by 
experience,  to  be  a  fufiicient  burden  to 
itfelf,  tho'  it  be  not  loaded  with  w^hat 
ought  to  have  been  the  work  of  our  more 
vigorous  years,     Sufficient  for  that  day  is 

the 
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the  evil  thereof.  The  Jirength  of  the  old  man^  SerMo 
fays  the  Pfalmift,  is  labour  andforrow.  The         }i. 
pov/ers  both  of  body  and  mind  arc  then 
decayed.     We  have  loft  that  quicknefs 
of  apprehenfion,  that  foundnefs  of  judg- 
ment and  reafon,  that  ftrength  of  memoryj 
that   warmth    and  vigour  of    afFe«5lion, 
which  we  before  enjoyed  ;  and  our  bodies 
crazy  and  infirm,  fertile  of  difeafes  and        ,    - 
pains,  fervc  only  to  clog  and  bear  down 
the  foul.  In  thefe  evil  unpleafant  days  the 
wife  man  will  leave  nothing  to  be  donc^ 
butfummonup,  with  his  httle  remaining 
force  of  mind,  all  the  comforts  of  religion 
and  virtue,   the  confclous  reflexion  on  a 
w^ell  fpent  life,  Jind  the  joyful  profpedl  of 
approaching  blifs,   that  by  thefe  he  may 
be  enabled  to  bear  with  patience  the  for- 
rows  he  is  furrounded  with,   and  with 
decency  to  lay  down  this  tabernacle  of 
clay.     But  how  miferable  muft  he  be, 
who  then,  in  place  of  all  theie  comforts, 
poffefTes  only  the  follies  of  his  youth  ; 
who  has  fpeuit  the  day  in  which  he  ought 
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Serm.  to  have  wrought  the  work  for  which  he 
^*  was  fent  into  the  world,  in  idlenefs;  and 
finds,  that  now,  when  the  night  is  come 
on,  he  muft  begin  to  work ;  who,  when 
he  i§  lb  loon  to  die,  finds  that  he  has  not 
yet  begun  to  live  !  Can  any  man  upon  the 
fmallefl:  refiedion,  think  it  wife  or  ratk>nal 
to  leave  fo  momentuous  and  difficult  a 
work  to  fo  weak,  fo  impotent  an  age. 

But  then  further,  are  there  not  fome 
whofe  folly  rifes  to  a  yet  greater  height  ? 
So  much  are  their  minds  bev/itched  with 
the  pleafures  of  fin,  that,  whilft  they  en- 
joy the  leaft  remains  of  health,  they  are 
loth  to  part  with  them ;  thinking  it  v/ill  be 
full  time  for  this,  when  ficknefs  the  fore- 
runner of  death  overtakes  them.  When 
they  are  no  more  able  to  gratify  their  paf- 
fions,  they  refolve  to  mortify  them ;  and 
ferioufly  to  repent  that  ever  they  were 
engaged  in  fo  wicked  a  courfe,  when  they 
can  do  no  better.  Could  it  ever  have 
been  thought,  that  a  being  whom  the 
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bleffed  God  made  after  his  own  image,  Serm,' 
and  endued  with  the  noble  faculties  of  ^^■• 
underftanding-and  wifdom  ;  a  being  who, 
in  the  Httle  trifling  affairs  of  hfe,  can  fliow 
fo  much  wifdom  and  prudence,  fhould  be 
fo  infatuated  in  matters  of  the  higheft 
concern  !  Not  to  mention  again,  that 
death  by  its  fudden  approach  may  rob  us 
of  this  time  v/e  deftine  to  religion,  and 
hurry  us  into  the  invifible  world,  without 
allowing  us  one  moment's  thought  or  pre- 
paration :  can  any  man  of  common  fenfe 
perfuade  himfelf,  that  this  is  a  feafon  pro- 
per for  a  work  fo  great  and  difficult,  when 
the  body  is  racked  with  pains,  or  opprell- 
ed  with  ficknefs  ;  when  a  deadly  languor 
hangs  on  all  our  fenfes,  and  every  nerve 
within  us  ftarts  at  its  approaching  diffolu- 
tion;  when  every  returning  pang  disjoints 
our  thoughts  -,  when  the  tears  of  our  fur- 
rounding  friends,  and  the  thoughts  of  the 
laft,  the  mournful  parting,  overcome  our 
fouls  'j  when  the  anguiih  of  a  guilty  mind, 
and  the  confounding  dread  of  approach- 
O  ing 
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Serm.  ing  vengeance  complete  the  fcene  of 
^^*  horror.  Is  this  a  feafon  fit  for  a  work  re- 
quiring calmnefs  of  thought  and  fedate 
reflexion  ?  Have  we  ever  been  vifited 
with  pain  and  ficknefs,  and  can  we  fay, 
that  then  our  minds  were  in  a  proper  ftate 
for  managing  any  bufinefs  of  importance  ? 
Have  we  not  frequently  feen  our  dying 
friends  in  fuch  diftrefs  and  agony  as 
called  forth  the  liveliefl  forrow  ?  and  can 
we  place  ourfelves  in  the  fame  circum- 
ftances,  and  yet  refolve  to  delay  to  that 
period,  the  care  of  our  fouls  and  the  mak- 
ing our  peace  with  God  ? 

But  let  us  abftrafl  even  from  this; 
let  us  put  the  cafe  in  the  moft  favourable 
view,  and  fuppofe  that  there  were  nothing 
in  this  ftate  that  render'd  us  unfit  f  ^r  fo 
great  a  work  5  yet  how  can  we  be  aflTured 
of  the  truth  and  fincerity  of  fuch  a  death- 
bed repentance  ?  how  do  we  know  but 
all  thefe  tears,  and  this  grief  and  forrow 
may  be  extorted  from  us  folely  by  the 
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views  of  impending  mifery  ?  May  we  not  SsRivir 
often  have  (ctn  men  in  fuch  a  fituation,  .  2^^'  . 
giving  all  the  evidences  of  a  fcemingly 
finccre  repentance,  and  declaring  their 
fixed  refolution,  if  God  will  fpare  them, 
to  live  in  another  manner  than  they  have 
formerly  done  ?  But  no  fooner  are  they 
reftored  to  health,  but  all  thefe  refolutions 
are  forgot  -,  every  good  impreffion  vanifhes, 
and  they  become  twofold  more  the 
children  of  hell  than  they  were  before. 
And  how  can  any  man  in  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances  be  aflured  that  his  repentance 
is  better  than  this  ?  Can  he  know  whether 
it  be  fuch  as  would  work  a  lafting  change, 
a  thorough  reformation  in  his  life,  and 
confequently  fuch  as  fhall  be  accepted  of 
God  ?  And  how  wretched  is  the  ftate  of 
the  departing  foul,  when  under  this  un- 
certainty ?  What  has  he  to  fupport  him 
in  his  wreftling  with  death,  in  his  conflidl 
with  the  king  of  terrors  ?  What  dreadful 
horror  muft  overwhelm  the  foul  that 
ftands  thus  trembling  on  the  confines  of 
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Serm.  an  eternal  world  j  who  has  mifery  in  all 
y^^  its  mod  ghaftly  fhapes  pirefented  to  his 
view;  and  fcarcely  dares  to  hope  that 
his  offended  God  will  fave  him  from  it. 
Dreadful  are  the  agonies  of  death,  but 
more  dreadful  are  the  agonies  of  a  mind 
thus  diftrafled.  The  death  of  the  beil 
of  men  we  reckon  but  a  mournful  fpec- 
taclejbut  the  death  of  a  man  departing  in 
terrors  of  confcience,  is  the  moft  tragical 

jGght  our  eyes  can  poffibly  behold. But 

to  proceed;  were  there  nothing  in  the 
times  of  old  age,  orficknefs,  that  rendered 
them  unfit  for  beginning  our  application 
to  religion,  yet  there  is  another  confider- 
ation  which  fhows  the  folly  of  delaying 
it  till  then  in  a  very  clear  light;  and  this 
I  mentioned  as  the 

IV.  Head  of  difcourfe,  That  by  fpend- 
ing  our  ftrength  and  vigour  in  the  fervicc 
of  fin,   and  allotting  only  thefe  worft  of 
our  days  to  religion  and  the  fervice  of 
God,  we  become  unworthy  of  his  favour, 

and 
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and  may  provoke  him  juftly  to  deny  us  Serm." 
that  grace  which  we  have  fo  often  de-      ^^' 
fpifed  and  rejeded.     That  the  affiftance 
of  the  Spirit  of  God  is  neceffary  in  order  to 
our  converfion  from  fin  to  holinefs,    is  fo 
clearly  revealed  to  us,    that  tho'  many 
have  been  the  difputes  about  the  manner 
of  its  operation,  and  the  degree  of  its  effi- 
cacy, yet  few  or  none  have  been  fo  extra- 
vagant as   entirely  to  deny  it.     T^heway  of 
7na7i  is  not  now  in  himfelf\  our  fiifficiency  is 
of  God^  and  it  is  he  that  worketh  in  us  both 
to  will  and  to  do  of  his  good  pleafiire.     As  it 
was  by  the  almighty  power  of  God  that 
we  were  brought  into  life,  fo  by  the  fame 
power  we  muft  be  created  again  unto  good 
works ^  and  renewed  in  thefpirit  of  our  minds o 
This  affiftance  and  gracious  influence  is 
daily  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel ;  where 
we  are  called  to  ask  and  wejhall  receive, 
to  feek  and  we  /hall  find^  to  knock  and  it 
jhall  he  opened  unto  us.^  And  if  we  take 
the  matter  in  this  light,  to  all  the  folly 
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Serm.;  and  danger  we  have  already  feen  in  this 
^'  condu^  of  delaying  the  work  of  religion, 
this  farther  is  added,  that  it  is  prcfum- 
ing  upon  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  God  j 
that  tho*  we  continue  thro'  the  whole  of 
our  lives  dishonouring  his  laws,  and  con- 
temning his  authority,  yet  whenfoever 
the  views  of  death  and  judgment,  and  the 
terrors  of  his  wrath  ihall  make  us  wifli 
to  be  reconciled  to  him,  he  will  certainly 
extend  his  mercy  to  us,  and  fave  us  from 
dcflruflion. 


False  notions  of  God,  wrong  appre- 
henfions  of  the  great  Governor  and  Judge 
of  the  world,  are  the  fource  of  innumer- 
able mifchiefs  to  the  children  of  men.  We 
fet  the  divine  perfedlions  at  variance  a- 
mongft  themfelves,  and  according  to  the 
prevailing  temper  and  difpofition  of  our 
minds  we  entertain  fuch  notions  of  one  per- 
fe£tion  as  are  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with 
the  reft.  Are  we  under  the  power  of  dejec- 
tion and  melancholy  ?  the  divine  holinefs 
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and  juftice  appear  to  us  in  fo  dreadful  a  Serm; 
light,  as  is  inconfiftent  with  infinite  good-  VI. 
nefs  and  everlafling  love ;  and  our  gloomy 
conceptions  are  ready  to  drive  us  into 
diftrad:ion  and  defpair.  Again,  are  we 
blefled  with  profperity  and  eafe,  does  the 
world  fmile  upon  us,  fo  that  we  are  walk- 
ing iii  the  Jight  of  our  exes y  and  indulging 
ourfelves  in  whatever  our  hearts  defire  ? 
then  we  are  apt  to  conceive  of  the  Deity 
as  a  Being  of  fuch  unbounded  goodnefs 
and  mercy,  as  is  inconfiftent  with  infinite 
wifdom,  righteoufnefs  and  truth.  And 
how  ready  are  fuch  notions  to  foothe  us 
in  our  fins,  and  to  infpire  us  with  a  pre- 
fumptuous  fecurity.  God  indeed  is  in- 
finitely good,  he  delights  to  exercije  loving 
kindnefs  on  the  earthy  and  his  tender  mercies 
are  over  all  his  works :  yet  we  mufi  be- 
lieve, if  we  would  conceive  aright  of  the 
Supreme  Being,  that  there  is  betweea 
thefe  amiable  perfections  and  the  other 
excellencies  of  his  nature  a  confl:ant  and 
eternal  harmonjo     And  tho'  we  ignorant 
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mortals  muft  not  dare  to  fet  bounds  and 
limits  to  the  divine  goodnefs;  for  the 
heaven  is  not  higher  than  the  earthy  than  his 
ways  are  above  our  nvays^  and  his  thoughts  a- 
hove  our  thoughts ;  yet  may  we  fafely  fay, 
that  all  fuch  notions  of  the  goodnefs  of 
God  as  encourage  us  in  a  courfe  of  adion 
contrary  to  the  redtitude  of  his  nature, 
and  the  authority  of  his  laws,  muft  be 
falfe  and  dangerous.  From  thefe  general 
thoughts,  let  us  proceed  to  examine  the 
prefent  cafe. 

We  know  that  God  has  a  right  to  the 
fervice  of  our  whole  lives  ;  that  he  abhors 
the  wicked,  and  is  angry  with  the  Jinner 
every  day,  that  all  things  are  naked  and 
epen  before  him^  and  that  he  fees  the  inmoft 
fecrets  of  our  fouls :  yet  we  refolve  with 
ourfelves,  that  we  will  follow  our  finful 
lufts  and  pleafures,  as  long  as  we  can,  or 
have  the  leaft  relifh  for  them ;  and  when 
that  is  gone,  we  will  betake  ourfelves  to 
God,  who,  we  hope,  will  kindly  receive 
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us.     We  cannot  think  of  giving  him  the  Serm. 
beft  of  our  days,  but  we  hope  he  will  be      ^^' 
willing  to  accept  of  the  worft.  We  grudge 
him  an  acceptable  offerings  becaufe  we  hope 
he  will  receive  from  our  hands  the  blind 
a?2d  the  lame.     We  chufe   ether  lords   to 
rule  ever  us,  promiling  ourfelves,  that  when 
we  are  no  more  able  to  ferve  our  beloved 
maflers,  the  moft  high  God  will  welcome 
us  when  worn  out  and  decrepit  in  the  fla- 
very  of  fin  and  Satan,  and  will  exalt  us  to 
the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light.     But 
is  not  this  a  mocking  of  God  ?   Can  fuch 
r^otions  of  goodnefs  be  confiflent  with  In- 
finite perfe(5tion,   with  unfpotted  purity, 
with  unerrino-  wifdom?  If  afervant  ihould 
entirely  negled  the  work  committed  to 
him  by  his  mailer,  and  take  every  oppor- 
tunity, even  to  his  face,  to  exprefs  con- 
tempt of  him  and  dlfregard  of  his  autho- 
rity, encouraging  himfelf  in  this  courfc  of 
difobedience,   from  an   impudent  confi- 
dence in  his  mailer's  goodnefs;  that  when- 
ever  he  Ihall  judge  it  convenient  for  his 
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Serm.  own  purpofes  to  apply  for  it,  his  mafter 
will  receive  him  into  his  favour  :  is  it  pof- 
fible  that  this  fervant  can  efteem  his  ma- 
iler a  wife  man  ?  muft  he  not  have  the 
loweft  thoughts  of  his  underftanding  and 
judgment,  and  from  his  heart  defpife  him? 
Yet  thus  it  is  that  men  pretend  to  deal  with 
Him  who  is  mighty  in  judgment^  and  whofe 
under/landing  is  infinite^ 

There  is  one  palTage  of  fcripture,  up- 
on which  men  are  ready  to  build  their  vain 
deluding  hopes  of  this  kind,  and  that  is 
the  inftance  of  the  thief  on  the  crofs :  an 
inftance  which  has  in  it  fo  many  circum- 
ftances  entirely  fingular,  that  it  cannot 
with  the  leafl  fhadow  of  reafon  be  brought 
as  an  encouragement  to  that  condud:  which 
we  are  now  arguing  againft.  Here  we  have 
a  poor  creature,  whofe  manner  of  life,  and 
the  clandeftine  wickednefs  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  had  probably  given  him  little 
or  no  opportunity  of  beholding  the  mi- 
Rcles,  or  hearing  the  doctrine  of  the  Sa-=. 

viour 


[       219       ]      ' 

viour  of  the  world.   He  now  fees  him  his  Serm. 
fellow-fufferer,  hanging  upon  the  neigh-      ^-^• 

bouring  crofs ,  the  rulers  and  croud  of 
fpedators  fliaking  their  heads  at  him, 
the  foldiers  mocking  and  infulting  him, 
and  even  the  other  malefaftor  forgetting 
his  own  condition,  to  deride  and  upbraid 
him.  Him  the  penitent  thief  rebukes, 
Doft  thou  not  fear  God,  fays  he,  feeing  thou 
art  under  the  fame  condem7iatiG7i\  and  we  in- 
deed jujily^  for  we  receive  the  due  reward  of 
our  deeds,  but  this  man  hath  done  nothing  a- 
vnfs.'\  And  having  thus  expreffed  the 
deep  fenfe  he  had  of  his  own  crime,  and 
of  the  punifhment  it  deferved,  and  having 
acknowledged  the  innocence  of  our  Lord, 
then,  notwithflanding  that  every  circum- 
ftance  feemed  to  concur  againft  it,  he  owns 
him  as  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  who  a- 
lone  could  deliver  him  from  eternal  wrath^ 
Lord  remember  me  when  thou  comeji  into  thy 
kingdom.  A  faith  fo  noble  on  a  Saviour 
dying  on  the  crofs,  joined  wdth  a  fincere 
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ihrub  that  may  break  his  fall  ?  Will  any  Ser.m. 
man  expcfe  himfeif  to  ihipwreck,  from  ^  ^' 
the  hope  of  efcaping  on  a  broken  plank  ? 
Yet  no  wiler  are  they,  who  adventure  to 
perfift  in  fin,  the  li'ages  cf'xhicb  is  death , 
who  run  on  boldly  in  thefe  paths  that  lead 
to  deftrudion,  and  promile  themfelves, 
that  when  they  are  come  to  the  very  brink 
of  mifery,  God,  whom  they  have  all  along 
affronted  and  dcfpifed,  will  beftow  his  ex- 
traordinary grace,  and  interpofe  to  deliver 
them  from  that  rum  they  have  brought 
upon  themlelves, 

I  SHOULD  now  make  fome  redexicns  oa 
w  hat  has  been  faid  ;  but  your  dme  allows 
me  only  to  fuggeft,  that  the  great  deiign 
of  all  that  has  been  now  faid  is,  to  incite 
us  to  fuch  a  conlideration  as  beccm.es  men 
and  rcafonabic  creatures.  The  cocdud:  we 
have  been  conlidering  is,  perhaps,  what 
no  man  in  calm  bleed  ever  pretended  to 
defend  or  vindicate.  It  is  no  dilputablc 
point,  where  we  need  eloquence  and  art 

to 
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Serm.  to  gain  the  aflent,  and  convince  the  mind: 
.  whofoever  fairly  ftates  the  cafe  to  him- 
felf,  will  in  a  moment  fee  which  fide  his 
reafon  muft  approve  of.  But  here  lyes 
the  grand  difficulty,  to  bring  men  to  think 
of  the  fubjedt,  with  that  attention  and  fe- 
rioufnefs  which  its  w^eight  and  moment 
defer ves.  A  furprifing  thing  indeed  !  that 
we  fhould  need  perfuafion  to  make  us 
think  of  what  alone  is  worthy  of  our 
thoughts;  and  that  we  fhould  be  fo  much 
employed  as  to  allow  no  time  for  what  is 
the  chief  bufinefs  of  our  lives.  Yet  cer- 
tain it  is,  that  inconfideration  is  the  fatal 
fnare,  the  ruin  of  the  children  of  men. 
Our  minds  are  hurried  on  from  one  fool- 
ifh  purfuit  to  another ;  and  if  at  any  time 
thefe  occupations  ihould  chance  to  fail  us, 
and  we  fhould  be  left  at  leifure  with  our- 
felves,  we  reckon  it  a  gap  in  our  lives ; 
our  minds  will  wander  with  the  fools  eyes  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth ;  we  will  think  of  any 
thing,  of  every  thing,  rather  than  of » that 
which  mofl  nearly  concerns  us»     But  can 

there 
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there  be  any  thing  more  unworthy  of  a  Serm. 
rational  creature?  can  there  be  any  thing  ^^' 
fo  fhameful,  as  to  allow  his  reafon,  which 
was  given  him  by  God  to  enable  him  to 
diflinguifh  between  good  and  evil,  to  be 
'fo  cheated,  fo  abufed,  fo  baffled  ?  Let  us 
fuppofe,  that  after  fome  confideration  it 
remained  a  queftion,  which  were  the  more 
advantageous  courfe,  the  praftlce  of  reli- 
gion or  of  wickednefs.  Was  this  the  cafe, 
as  it  is  impoffible  that  ever  it  can  be,  v/ould 
it  not  be  the  duty  of  a  rational  creature  to 
inquire  with  the  utmoft  diligence,  till  he 
found  out  the  truth  in  a  queftion  of  fuch 
moment  and  importance  ?  But  when  up- 
on the  fmalleft,  the  moft  fuperficial  re- 
flexion, we  muft  give  religion  and  the 
care  of  our  fouls  the  preference;  can  there 
be  any  thing  more  foolifh  and  abfurd,  than 
to  allow  thofe  things,  which  we  muft  con- 
fefs  to  be  of  infinitely  lelTer  moment,  to 
banifti  it  wholly  from  our  thoughts  ? 

We  are  placed  here  to  prepare  ourfelves 
•    ^  for 
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Serm.     for  another  and  a  more  laftins;  Hate.    The 

VI  ... 

^^..,1^   eternal  happincfs  or  mifery  of  our  beings 

depend  on  our  improvement  of  the  fliort 
uncertain  fpace  that  is  allotted  us  here  on 
earth.  Much  of  this  time  we  have  alrea- 
dy trifled  away  in  idlenefs,  and  how  much, 
or  how  little  remains  we  can  by  no  means 
know.  And  will  we  yet  go  on  thought- 
lefs  and  fecure  ?  Strange  infatuation!  thus 
to  fuiter  ourfelves  to  be  driven  blindfold 
into  a  courfe  of  adtion,  for  which  we  muft 
often  reproach  ourfelves,  which  every  in- 
terval of  rcafon  will  condemn,  and  which 
at  length  may  land  us  in  endlefs  mifery. 
Let  us  bethink  ourfelves,  my  brethren, 
whilft  time  for  thought  yet  remains;  let 
lis  quit  ciirfehes  like  men  ;  now  while  it  is 
the  accepted  tifne,  and  the  day  of  falvation^ 
let  us  mind  the  things  that  belong  to  our 
feace^  before  they  be  hid  from  our  eyes. 
Now  let  us  remember  our  Creator ^  njohile  the 
evil  days  come  not^  nor  the  years  draw  nigh^ 
in  'which  iioe  Jl:all  fay  we  have  no  pleafure  in 
them. 

SER^ 
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SERMON  VII. 

Preached  in  the  High-Church  of 
Edinburgh,  January  7.  175^3 
before  the  Society  for  propagat- 
ing Chriftian  Knowledge. 

Of  Christian  Zeal. 

Galatians  iv.  18. 

But  it  is  good  to  be  zealoujly  affeSled  always 

in  a  good  thing, 

MANY  of  the  Jews  who  embraced  Serm, 
the  religion  of  Chrift,  when  it  was  VII. 
firft  publiflied  by  the  apoftles,  ftill  retain- 
ed too  great  a  fondnefs  for  the  ritual  infti- 
tutions  of  Mofes,  They  were  bred  up  ia 
fuch  a  profound  veneration  of  their  law, 
that  they  could  not  be  perfuaded  that  any 
thing  could  make  void  their  obligation  to 
P .  obey 
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Serm.    obey  it.    They  inclined  therefore  to  blend 
^-'I*     the  two  difpenfations,  and  join  the  obfer^ 

ti^^VNJ  .rill  •  1 

vation  of  the  legal  ceremonies  to  the  pure 
and  fpiritual  precepts  of  the  Gofpel.  This 
weaknefs  of  the  Jewijh  converts  was  for 
fome  time  connived  at,  till  in  the  height 
of  their  zeal  they  would  have  impofed 
circumcifion,  and  their  other  rites  on  the 
gentiles  who  had  embraced  the  Chriftian 
faith  :  then  the  apoftles  were  obliged  with 
boldnefs  to  affert  that  liberty  with  which 
Chrifl  had  made  them  free ;  to  command  the 
gentiles  to  maintain  the  native  fimplicity 
of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  refift  thofe  who 
would  wreathe  about  their  necks  a  yoke 
which  neither  the  Jews  nor  their  fathers 
had  been  able  to  bear. 

As  certain  falfe  teachers  of  this  kind 
had  crept  in  amongft  the  Galatians^  di- 
fturbing  their  peace,  and  corrupting  the 
purity  of  the  Gofpel  ;  it  was  the  apoftle's 
deiign  in  this  epiftle  to^  warn  thefe  Chri- 
ftians  of  their  danger,  if  they  allowed 

them- 
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themfelves  to  be  fcduced  into  fuch  errors,  Serm* 
and  held  not  faft  the  profcffion  of  the  true  ^  ^^* 
faith,  in  which  they  had  been  inftruded. 
Among  the  other  arts  ufed  to  deceive  the 
Galatiam^  it  had  been  infinuated,  that 
FauU  who  had  fir  ft  preached  the  Gofpel 
to  them,  was  not  truly  an  apoftle  clothed 
wijh  fuch  authority  as  Peter  and  others  of 
the  circumcifion  :  in  oppofition  to  which, 
the  infpired  writer  begins  with  a  folemn 
vindication  of  his  apoftlefhip,  fliowing, 
that  in  no  fpiritual  gift,  or  extraordinary 
power,  he  was  inferior  to  the  chief  of  the 
apoftles. 

From  this  he  proceeds  to  fhow,  by  fe- 
veral  arguments,  how  inconfiftent  thefe 
new  dodrines  were  with  the  nature,  de- 
fign,  and  extent  of  the  Gofpel  covenant. 
And  that  he  might  leave  no  means  untried 
to  guard  them  againft  the  dangerous  arts 
of  thefe  feducers,  in  the  context  he  puts 
them  in  mind  of  the  love  and  affedion,  the 
refpedl  and  veneration  which  they  had 
P  a  before 
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Serm.    before  Ihown  for  himfclf ;   expoilulating 
.  ^  il  .  with  them  concernins:  the  occafion  of  fo 
fudden  a  change ;  that  they  who  had  late- 
ly received  him  as  an  angel  of  Gody  even  as 
yefiis  Chrijly  and  were  ready,  as  the  apoftle 
ftrongly  expreffes  it,  to  have  pluckf  out  their 
veryeyesy  and  have  given  them  to  him,  fhould 
now  be  fo  fond  of  other  teachers,  who 
were  his  avowed  oppofers,  and  of  another 
Gofpel,  fo  contrary  to  that  which  he  had 
taught  them,  and  which  they  had  receiv- 
ed as  the  greateft  bkjfednefs.     Upon  this 
occafion  he  introduces  the  general  propo- 
fiiion,  which  I  have  read  as  the  founda- 
tion of  the  prefent  difcourfe.     //  is  good  fo 
;  i  ^  zealcujly  a^e[ied  always  i?i  a  good  thing. 
^  In  the  words  we  have   a  duty  required 
of  us,  to  be  zealotijly  afeEledy  a  limitation 
of  this  duty,  that  we  muft  be  zealoujiy  af- 
fedled  in  a  good  thing  5  and  a  commendati- 
on of  the  duty,  that  it  is  good  to  be  thus 
zealoufly  affefted  in  a  good  thing.    In  fur- 
ther difcourfing  on  them,  I  fliall,    with 
divine  afliftance,  proceed  in  the  following 
method. 

I.  I  SHAI^JU 
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I.  I  SHALL  explain  the  nature  of  zeal  in  SeRM* 
general.  ^^^' 

II.  I  SHALL  lay  before  you  the  necefTary 
qualifications  of  Chriftian  zealj  by  which 
we  may  be  direded  in  the  exercife  of  it, 
and  enabled  to  diflinguifh  betwixt  true 
and  falfe  zeal. 

III.  I  SHALL  fhow  the  excellency,  and 
the  happy  efFeds  of  true  Chriftian  zeal. 

And,  in  the  laft  place,  make  improve* 
ment  of  the  fubjedl. 

Fir/i,  I  SHALL  endeavour  to  explain  the 
nature  of  zeal  in  general.  Ancient  wri- 
ters in  that  language  from  which  we  have 
borrowed  the  word  zeal^  ufe  it  indiife- 
rently  in  a  good  or  bad  fenfe,  but  fcldoni 
or  never  in  a  religious  one  :  with  them  it 
commonly  fignifies  warmth  and  fervour, 
,  an  earneft  defire  of  fome  temporal  good  5 
fuch  a  defire,  as  is  attended  with  pain  and 
uneafinefsjwhen  others  are  poflTeflTed  of  that 
good  which  we  are  deprived  of.    They 

frequently 
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frequently  apply  it  to  denote  emulation, 
and  that  fort  of  it  too  which  is  accompa- 
nied with  envy,  con^-ention  and  flrife.  In 
the  like  bad  fenfe  the  word  is  frequently 
ufed  by  the  writers  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment;  and  zeal  is  numbered  by  them  a- 
mongft  the  moorh  of  the  jiejh^  amongft  the 
bafeft  and  moft  unworthy  paffions.  Our 
tranflators  indeed,  in  rendering  thefe  paf- 
fages,  have  prudently  declined  to  ufe  the 
word  zeal\  applying  other  words,  which 
more  clearly  convey  to  the  Englijh  reader 
the  meaning  and  import  of  the  original. 
Thus  they  exprefs  it  by  envy  and  envyings^ 
emulation^  indignation^  and  the  like,  vvith 
the  particular  inftances  of  vvhich  I  fhall 
not  now  detain  you. 

But  is  it  not  jaf}  matter  of  regret  and 
forrow,  that  in  all  the  a^es  of  the  church 
there  have  been  too  many  Chriftians  zea- 
lous rather  in  this  fenfe  of  the  word  than 
in  the  other,  which  it  aifo  freqaexKiy  bears 
in  fcripture,  and  whicn  exprciTes  one  of 
the  brightcll  oiiiaxnents  of  the  true  Chri-^ 

flian  ? 
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ftian  ?  Sometimes  it  denotes  an  ardent  de-  Serm« 
fire  of  promoting  the  glory  of  God,   and    ^^^* 
the  honour  of  his  worfliip,  in  oppofition 
to  a  profane  indifference,   and  a  cold  un- 
concern about  thefe  things,     l^he  zeal  of 
thine  houfe^   faith  our  Lord,  applying  the 
words  of  the  Pfalmift,  hath  eaten  me  upJ^ 
By  this  the  apoflle  expreffes  the  fincere 
and  earneft  defire  he  had  for  the  falvation 
of  the  fouls  of  men.     I a?n  zealous  of  you^ 
fays  he  to  the  CcrinthianSy   with  a  godly 
zeaL-f     In  the  fame  terms  he  fpeaks  of 
the  generous  charity  which  that  church 
had  Ihown  in  relieving  the  neceffities  of 
the  faints.     I  know  the  forwardnefs  of  your 
mindy  fays  he,  a7id  your  zeal  which  hath 
provoked  many,  j^     It  is  good^  fays  he  again, 
to  be  zeahujly  affected  always  in  a  good  thing. 

Now  from  thefe  pafTages  we  may  be 
able  to  form  fome  notion  of  that  zeal 
v/hich  is  required  of  Chriftians,  and 
which  is  a  neceffary  qualification  in  the 

*Johnii-  17.     f  2  Cor,  xi.  2.     taCor,  ix.  2. 

fervice 
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Srrm.  fervice  of  God.  It  is  a  vehement  affedlion 
VI^*  of  mind,  which  incites  us  earneftly  to 
wi(h  and  contend  for  the  honour  of  God, 
and  for  the  prevalency  of  true  and  un- 
defiled  religion  in  ourfeh^es  and  others  -, 
and  which  moves  us,  on  the  other  hand, 
conllantly  and  irreconcilably  to  oppofe 
whatever  is  contrary  to  thefe  noble  ends. 
We  are  not  then  to  conceive  of  Chrifti- 
an  zeal,  as  if  it  were  one  fingle  affection 
of  the  foul,  but  as  a  mixture  of  many 
holy  and  fpiritual  affedions.  It  is  not  pro- 
perly one  particular  grace,  but  rather  a 
o:racious  conftitution  of  the  whole  mind. 
Zeal  fways  all  the  thoughts,  and  governs 
the  whoie  will  of  the  true  Chriftian.  Zeal 
gives  a  double  meafure  of  force  and  acti- 
vity to  that  religion,  which  before  was 
lincere.  Zeal,  in  fhort,  is  to  the  fpiritual 
life,  what  health  and  ftrength  is  to  the  na- 
*  tural  3  it  renders  that  cheerful  and  vigor- 
ous, which  otherways  would  but  breath 
and  move.  So  much  may  fuffice  as  to 
the  Lrft  thing  propofed,  the  ftating  and  ex- 
plaining 
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plaining  the  juft  notion  of  zeal  In  general.  Serm. 
Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  ^^^' 

Second  Thing  propofed,  namely.  To 
lay  before  you  the  neceffary  qualifications 
of  this  zeal,  by  which  we  may  be  directed 
in  the  exercife  of  it,  and  be  enabled  to  di- 
ftinguifh  between  true  and  falfe  zeal. 

Such  is  the  weaknefs  and  infirmity  of 
human  nature,  that  here  we  are  ready  to 
be  entangled  in  the  moft  dangerous  mif- 
takes  and  errors.  It  is  no  doubt  extremely 
hard  fo  to  moderate  our  aifeOions  towards 
objedts  which  are  widely  different  in  them- 
felves,  as  not  to  err  in  their  meafure  and 
degree.  It  is  in  a  mofl  particular  manner 
difficult  to  manage  our  zeal  in  the  hatred 
of,  and  oppofition  to  that  which  is  evil,  fo 
as  that  it  iliall  at  the  fame  time  beconfiflent 
with  that  love  and  kindnefs^  that  humility 
and  prudence,  that  meeknefs  and  gentlenefs 
which  are  required  of  Chriftians ;  yet  cer- 
tain it  is^  that  if  our  zeal  be  inconliftent 

with 
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Serm,     with  thcfe  graces,  we  thereby  rather  dif- 
^^^'     honour  God  than  promote  his  glory,  and 
we  do  more  to  hurt  than  to  benefit  our 
fouls, 

This  ought  to  be  attended  to  with  the 
greater  care,  that  however  valuable  an 
ornament  true  zeal  may  be  to  the  Chrifti- 
an,  yet  zeal,  if  mifguided  or  mlfapplied, 
may  prove  the  fource  of  the  moft  dread- 
ful mifchiefs ;  nay,  fuch  zeal  has  aftually, 
in  numberlefs  inftances,  brought  thegreat- 
cft  difcredit  on  religion,  and  produced 
the  moft  fatal  defolation  in  the  church 
of  Chrift.  To  direct  us  then  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  zeal,  and  to  guard  us  againft 
fach  miftakes,  let  us  attend  to  the  follow- 
ing particulars. 

ly?.  Our  zeal  muft  always  be  according 
to  knowledge  5  and  if  it  is  not  fo,  it  is  high- 
ly blameable,  for  a  very  obvious  reafon, 
becaufe  it  is  extremely  dangerous.  This 
kind  of  zeal  the  apoftle  condemns  in  his 
brethren  the  Jews  5  /  iear  them  record^ 

fays 
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fays  he,  that  thev  have  a  zealjor  God^  but  Serm. 
not  according  to  knowledge.^  Nay,  he  ac-  ^^^* 
knowledges,  that  before  his  converfion, 
he  himfelf  was  zealous  in  this  manner  ; 
and  that  this  zeal  led  him  to  perfecute  the 
church  ofChrift,  and  to  think  himfelf  bound 
to  do  many  things  contrary  to  the  name  of 
Jefus,  A  Chriftian,  as  the  apoflle  tells 
us,  ought  to  be  ready  to  give  to  him  that 
afketh  him  a  reafon  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him  ^ 
and  furely  he  is  as  much  bound  to  be 
able  to  give  a  reafon  of  the  zeal  that  is 
in  him. 

True  Chriftian  zeal  then  muft  not 
only  be  free  from  all  hypocrify  and  guile, 
but  it  muft  be  founded  on  knowledge, 
and  proceed  from  a  well  informed  judg- 
ment. We  muft  love  and  defire  that 
which  we  know  and  are  affured  to  be 
worthy  of  our  love  and  purfuit  -,  and  we 
mull  oppofe  that  which  on  good  grounds 
we  1  now  to  be  criminal  and  dangerous  ^ 

*  Kom.  X.  2, 

for 
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Serm.     for  otherways  our  zeal  may  prove  but  a 

_  il  .  f<^o'ifl^  h^^^  0^  ^  blind  fury.  And  from 
this  rule,  fo  obvious  and  reafonable  in 
itfelf,  we  may  fafely  infer,  that  great  zeal 
in  perfons  notorioufly  ignorant  mull  al- 
ways be  liable  to  great  fufpicion.  True 
zeal  will  always  arife  from  true  know- 
ledge, will  always  be  accompanied  with  it^ 
and  governed  by  it. 

2dhy  Our  zeal  mufl  be  exercifed  con- 
cerning that  which  is  good  in  itfelf,  and 
the  meafures  of  it  mufl:  be  regulated  with 
prudence,  according  to  the  real  import- 
ance of  the  obje£l  about  which  it  is  em- 
ployed. It  is  only  in  a  good  things  as  the 
apoftle  direds  in  the  text,  that  it  is  good  to 
he  zealouf.y  affedfed.  We  muft  not  only  be 
affured  in-  general,  that  our  zeal  is  not 
entirely  mifplaced,  as  to  the  object  of  it; 
but  wc  mufl:  be  able  to  judge  of  its  greater 
or  lelTer  importance,  as  to  the  great  ends 
of  religion,  the  honour  and  glory  of  God, 
and  the  falvatioa  of  mankind  3   and  we 

muft 
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muft  temper  and  proportion  our  zeal  ac-  Ssrm, 
cordingly.  If  this  is  negledled,  the  con-  ^^^• 
lequence  will  infallibly  be,  that  indifcreet- 
ly  laying  out  our  warmth  and  heat  on 
leffer  things,  we  will  be  ready  either  alto- 
gether to  negle^,  or  coldly  to  purfuewhat 
is  of  much  higher  concern  and  moment.. 

Of  this  kind  of  falfe  zeal  we  find  our 
blefled  Lord  accufing^thc  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  of  old.  Wo  unto  you  Scribes  and 
Pharifees^  hpocrkeSy  fays  he,  for  ye  pay 
tithe  of  mint y  anife  and  cumin  ^  andnegkEi  the 
^weightier  matters  of  the  law^  judgment^  mer- 
cy and  truth',  thefe  ought  ye  to  have  done^  and 
not  to  leave  the  others  ujidone.  Ye  blind  guides^ 
which ftrain  at  a  gnat^  and f wallow  a  cameL 
Wo  unto  you  Scribes  and  Pharifees^  hypocrites^ 
for  ye  make  clean  the  outfuie  of  the  cup  and 
platten^ut  within  they  are  full  of  extortion  and 
excefs.  Thou  blind  Pharifee^  cleanfefirf  that 
which  is  within  the  cup  and  platter ^  that  the 
mitfide  of  them  may  be  clean  alfo,  \  Such  arc 

%  Math,  xxiii.  23—27. 

the 
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Serm.    the  unhappy  confequenccs  of  our  fpend- 
^^'     ins:  our  zeal  on  little  matters :  it  natural- 
ly  takes  off  our  minds  from  what  is  of 
higher  moment,  and  leaves  us  no  zeal  or 
fervency  to  be  laid  out  on  thofe  things  in 
which  the  interefts  of  religion  and  of  our 
immortal  fouls  are  more  nearly  concerned. 
As  it  is  too  certain  a  fign  of  folly  and 
weaknefs  to  be  earneft  and  eager  for  all 
things  alike,   fo    the   wife,    the  prudent 
Chriftian   will    diftinguifh   between   the 
feveral  objedls  on  which   he  employs   his 
zeal,  and  allow  to  each  that  meafure  of 
concern   and  warmth,    which  its  weight 
and  moment  deferves.     But  then, 

3^/v,  Supposing  us  to  be  aflured  that 
the  objedl  of  our  zeal  is  right  in  itfelf, 
and  perhaps  too  a  matter  of  great  concern- 
ment 5  yet  we  muft  take  care,  that  it  carry 
us  not  unawares  into  unlawful  means  in 
the  profecution  of  its  end.  That  the 
goodnefs  of  the  end  will  fandtify  the 
means,  that  we  may  do  evil  that  good  may 

come 
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eome  of  it,  are  fcandalous  principles ;  and  Serm. 
the   apoflle   exprefly   aflerts   it   to  be  a     '^^^• 
damnable  fin,  to  charge  luch  do^rines 
on  the  religion  of  the  bleffed  Jefas.    Some 
affirm,  fays  he,   that  we  jay,    let  us  do  evil 
that  good  may  come^  whofe  damnation  isjuji,\ 
The  true  Chriftian  will  watch  over  him- 
felf,   left  he  fall  into   this  fnare  ;   and  in 
particular  will  find  the   exercife  of  care 
and  circumlpecflion  needful  for  this  end, 
when  he  is  called  to  exert  his  zeal  in  op- 
pofing  what  he  believes  to  be  dishonour- 
able to  God,  and  contrary  to  pure  religi- 
on. 


Love  to  God  and  to  the  truths  of  God^ 
defire  to  promote  his  glory  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind,  are  aftedlions  which 
ought  to  have  the  firft  and  the  chief  place 
in  our  hearts.  In  thefe  we  can  never  be 
too  fervent,  for  they  will  never  carry  us 
beyond  due  bounds.  On  the  other  hand» 
our  hatred   againft   thofe  things   which 

%  Rom.  iii.  8, 
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Serm.  God  hates,  our  indignation  againft  what- 
X}li  ,  ever  is  difplcafing  and  dishonourable  to 
him;  thefe,  no  doubt,  fhould  alfo  em- 
ploy our  zeal,  and  are  acceptable  in  the 
fight  of  God.  But  here  we  muft  beware 
and  carefully  attend,  left  this  kind  of 
zeal  exceed  its  due  bounds,  and  infeniibly 
degenerate  into  the  moft  vitious  and 
hurtful  paffions,  into  anger  and  ill-nature, 
wrath  and  malice.  For  fuch  is  the  nature 
of  the  human  heart,  that  there  is  great  dan- 
ger, left,  under  the  appearance  of  hatred 
to  fin,  our  zeal  carry  us  further  than  mere 
deteftation  of  the  fin  itfelf,  and  lead  us 
unawares  to  the  hatred  of  the  perfon, 
whom  we  are  commanded  to  pity  and  to 
pray  for,  and  with  m.eeknefs  and  gentle- 
nefs  to  endeavour  his  recovery.  And  from 
this  we  are  led  to  notice  another  very 
probable  mark  by  v^hich  we  may  diftin- 
guifti  between  the  zeal  that  becomes  a 
Chriftian,  and  thofe  other  paflions  that 
have  fometimes  paflTed  under  this  honour- 
able name  5  this  I  iliail  mention  as  the 
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/\.tb  AND  laft  thing  under  this  head,  Serm^ 
That  true  Chfiftian  zeal  will  appear  ^H- 
more  in  the  mild  and  gentle  afFefliions, 
than  in  thofc  that  are  wrathful  and 
violent.  It  will  difcover  itfelf  more  in 
the  ardency  of  his  love  to  God,  in  the 
fervency  of  his  devotion,  in  the  warmth 
of  his  kindnefs  and  charity  towards  his 
brethren,  than  in  the  vehemence  of  his 
hatred  and  deteftation  and  anger,  even 
tho'  thefe  paffions  are  not  altogether  mif- 
applied  as  to  their  objeds. 

It  has  been  juftly  obferved  by  an  in- 
genious author,  that  zeal  fhould  be  in  re- 
ligion, what  true  courage  is  in  human, 
nature.  And  as  that  is  the  trueft  courage, 
which  is  not  only  firm  and  undaunted, 
but  at  the  fame  time  calm  and  inofFenfive, 
flow  to  anger,  and  not  ready  to  be  provok- 
ed y  fo  tbat  is  true  Chriflian  zeal,  which  i^ 
not  only  conftant  daring  and  fearlefs,  but 
meek  and  compafTionate,  long-fufFering 
and  eajy  fo  be  e?iireatedy   without  bitternefs 


t-/VN; 
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Ierm.  or  gall.  Muft  it  not  be  matter  of  wonder 
Y^^*  to  every  one  wljp  ferioufly  refieds  upon 
it,  that  in  the  profeffion  of  fuch  a  religi- 
on as  the  Chriftian,  our  zeal  fhould  fliow 
itfelf  fo  very  little  in  thefe  gentler  paffions, 
and  ihould  vent  itfelf  almoft  always  in 
thofe  of  an  oppofite  nature  ?  Yet  is  this  fo 
much  the  cafe,  that  our  very  notions  of 
zeal  are  almoft  entirely  preverted  by  it  j 
and  no  fooner  we  hear  the  name,  than  we 
are  ready  to  form  the  idea  of  fomething 
harfli  and  auftere,  unfriendly  and  cenfori- 
ous.  But  certain  it  is,  that  as  no  religion 
is  pure^  that  is  not  at  the  fame  time  peace- 
able and  gentle,  fo  no  zeal  is  true,  fpiri- 
tual,  and  Chriftian,  that  is  not  merciful, 
charitable  and  kind. 

By  attending  to  thefe  things  we  may 
eafily  diftinguifh  true  Chriftian  zeal  from 
the  unruly  heats  of  pride  and  patlion,  and 
the  implacable  fury  of  revenge.  Thefe 
indeed  have  frequently  been  concealed 
under  the  honourable  name  of  zeal  for 
God  and  his  fervice  j  and  under  this  cover 

have 
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have  often  brought  the  greateft  dlfcredit  Serm^ 
on  the  religion  of  Jefus,    and  caufed  his  ^ 

blefTed  name  to  be  abhorred  and  blaf- 
phemed  by  them  that  are  without :  whea 
men  profeffing  a  zeal  for  God,  have  pre- 
tended to  propagate  the  religion  of  Chrift, 
and  promote  his  glory  in  the  world,  not 
by  the  demonftration  of  the  truth,  not 
in  the  meek  and  gentle  fpirit  of  the 
gofpeljbut  with  the  cruelty  of  the  word  of 
tyrants,  with  the  rage  and  fury  of  devils. 
This  falfe  and  bitter  zeal  has  made  the 
moft  direful  havock  even  in  the  bofom  of 
the  Chriftian  church,  and  has  filled  na- 
tions and  kingdoms  with  flaughter  and 
blood.  An  infatiable  thirfl  for  worldly 
power  and  greatnefs,  under  the  mask  of 
holy  zeal,  has  made  the  fnother  of  harlots 
and  of  the  abominations  of  the  earth  oftea 
drunk  with  the  blood  of  the  faints^  and 
of  the  martyrs  of  Jefus  Chrift.  This  falfe 
zeal  has  given  rife  to  rebellions,  affaflina- 
lions  and  maflacres,  as  means  to  promote 
what  is  falfly  called  the  holy  catholic 
Qj  ,     faith. 
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SsRM.  faith.  This  powerful  delufion  has  made 
V 11.  jj^en  forget  the  firft  principles  of  religion  5 
has  divefted  them  of  the  common  feelings 
of  humanity  ;  and  made  them  think,  that 
they  did  God  good  fervice  by  perfecuting 
their  fellow  creatures  with  bonds  and 
chains,  with  racks  and  tortures,   fire  and 

fword. But  this  principle  is  of  a  nature 

direcftly  contrary  to  that  fervency  and  zeal 
that  ought  to  adorn  the  lives  of  Chriftians. 
It  is  zeal  in  doing  good,  zeal  in  promot- 
ing the  honour  of  God,  (which  in  no 
cafe  can  be  inconfiftent  with,  nay,  which 
in  every  inflance  muft  promote  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  creatures)  that  alone  is 
worthy  of  the  followers  of  Jefus.  If  our 
2;eal  be  true  and  genuine,  then,  to  ufe  the 
words  of  a  worthy  author,  divine  love 
will  fill  its  fails,  divine  wifdom  and  pru- 
dence will  give  it  ballaft,  and  it  will  have 
no  heat  but  what  is  tempered  with  charity 
and  love. 

I  PROCEED  now  to  the  Third  thing  pro- 

pofed 
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pofed,  which  was  to  fliow  the  excellency  Serm.' 
and  happy  efFeds  of  a  fpirit  of  true  Chri-     ^^^' 
ftian  zeal.  This  will  clearly  appear,  when    ' 
we  coniider,    that  zeal  imports  in  it,    our 
applying    ourfelves   to  all   the  duties  of 
the  Chriftian  life  with  that  warmth  of 
affedion,  which   we   ordinarily  fliow  in 
the  profecution  of  any  end  to  which  we 
are  incited  by  the  ftrongefl  motives. 


When  we  are  engaged  in  the  purfuit 
of  any  temporal  goodj   the  attainment  of 
which  we  believe  to  be  of  high  importance 
to   our  happinefs  ^  when    we   are   fully 
fatisfied  that  our  purfuit  is  not  only  in- 
nocent but  laudable,   with  what  keennefs 
and  eagernefs  of  mind  do  we  proceed  in 
it  ?    how   cheerfully    will    we    undergo 
every  hardfliip,  encounter  every  difficulty  ? 
and  what  pleafure  and  fatisfadlion  have  we 
upon  our  fuccefs  in  it  ?  Now  the  likej  nay 
a  greater  fervency  and  earneftnefs  will  the 
zealous  Chriftian  difcover  in  the  fervice 
of  God,  and  in  the  performance  of  all  the 

duties 
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Serm.    dutiesof  religion.  Oppofite  to  this  charadler 

.     ^^'      is  that  of  indifFerence  and  lukewarmnefs 

in  religion,   and  the  one  may  ferve  to 

throw  light  upon  the  other. How 

cafily  is  tht  lukewarm  Chriftian  diverted 
from  his  duty  ?  He  lays  hold  of  every 
flight  pretence  to  excufe  him  in  the 
jiegledt  of  it,  and  is  rather  pleafed  than 
uneafy  when  under  any  plaufible  pre- 
text he  can  decHne  it.  If  no  fuch  pretext 
occurs,  and  he  is  a(5lually  engaged  in  the 
fervice  of  God,  what  a  dull  formal  bufi- 
nefs  does  he  make  of  it  ?  how  little  of  that 
life  and  fpirit  appears,  which  he  can  Ihow 
on  other  occalions  ?  Whatever  he  does 
in  the  fervice  of  God,  it  is  but  to  acquit 
bimfelf  of  a  task  affigned  him  ^  and  his 
whole  behaviour  fhows  that  his  heart  goes 
not  along  with  it. 

But  as  the  zealous  Chriftian  v/ill  rea- 
dily embrace  every  opportunity  of  doing 
good,  fo  every  interruption  or  hindrance 
will  be  a  grief  to  him,  and  he  will  en- 
deavour 


[    247    ] 
deavour  to  avoid  it  with  care.     Confcious  Serm. 
as  he  is,  that  religion  is  his  great  concern,      ^^^' 
on  which  his  all  depends ;   that   it  is  a 
thing  worthy  and  honourable  in  itfelf,  and 
of  the  moft  bleflid  confequence,  he  will 
fet  about  the  duties  of  it  with  fuitable  ap- 
plication and  intention  of  mind.     Thefe 
paflions  and  aiFedions  which  God  hath 
planted  in  us  as  the  fprings  of  adion, 
which  incite  and  animate  others  in  their 
lower  purfuits,  will  in  him  be  exerted  for  . 
a  nobler  purpofe,  and  will  infpire  hiru 
with  aftivity  and  vigour,  with  alacrity  and 
chearfulnefs  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord. 

Various  are  the  figures  by  which  we 
find  this  zeal  in  goodnefs  reprefented  to  us 
in  holy  fcripture  -,  all  of  them  expreffive 
of  that  fervency  and  earneftnefs  which  I 
have  juft  now  defcribed.  Sometimes  it 
is  defcribed  by  allufions  to  that  eager 
and  craving  appetite  for  the  refrefhment 
of  nature,  by  a  new  fupply  of  meat  or 
drink,   which  is  better  felt  than  it  can 

poffibly 
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Serm.  poffibly  be  defcribed.  Blejfed  are  they^  fays 
^•^^*  our  Lord,  that  hunger  andthir/i  after  rhh- 
teoufnefs.  It  is  my  meat^  fays  he  again  of 
himfelf,  to  do  the  will  of  him  thai  fent  me^ 
and  to  Jinijh  his  work.  As  the  hart^  fays 
Davids  panteth  after  the  water-brooks^  fo 
panteth  my  foul  after  thee^  O  God.  My  foul 
thirtieth  for  God^  the  living  God :  whenjhall 
I  come  and  appear  before  God?  This  zeal 
again  is  reprefented  by  the  adivity  and 
vigour,  and  earneftnefs  of  defire,  which 
was  fhown  by  contenders  in  the  public 
cxercifes,  the  maftery  in  which  was  e- 
fteemed  the  greateft  glory.  In  allufion 
to  this,  we  are  called  to  forget  the  things 
that  are  behind^  to  flr  etch  forth  to  the  things 
that  are  before ^  that  we  may  attain  to  the 
mark  and  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Chrijl  Jefus,  As  the  Chriftian  life  is 
defcribed  in  fcripture  as  a  continued  war- 
fare, fo  our  zeal  in  performing  all  the  du- 
ties of  it  is  expreft  by  the  watchfulnefs, 
the  refolution  and  boldnefs  which  is  re- 
quired of  foldiers  engaged  in  the  moft  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  enterprize,  ftationed  in  the  mod  Serm, 
difficult  poft,  furrounded  with  the  moft  ^"' 
formidable  enemies.  Tnus  v/e  are  ex- 
horted to  be  watchful  and  vigilant^  ioftand 
faji  in  the  faith^  to  quit  oiirfehes  like  meriy 
and  be  Jlrong,  To  take  unto  us  the  whole 
armour  of  God,  that  we  may  he  able  to  with- 
jiand  in  the  e-vil  da)\  and  having  done  all^ 
may  fiand.  For  we  wrejlle  not  with  flefh 
arid  bloody  but  againjt  principalities  and 
powers^  and  the  rulers  of  the  darknefs  of  this 
world ',  againfl  fpiritual  %nckednefs  in  high 
places,  • 

From  thefe  things  wc  may  be  able  to 
form  fome  notion  of  what  it  is  to  be  zeal- 
ous in  good  works.  To  go  through  the  fe- 
veral  parts  of  our  duty,  and  to  (how  diftinfl:- 
ly  how  our  zeal  ought  to  be  employed  a- 
bout  them,  is  what  I  cannot  now  propofe. 
The  zealous  Chriftian  will  hold  nothing 
dear,  in  comparifon  of  the  favour  of  Godj 
and  of  that  holinefs  which  will  make  him 
beautiful  in  the  eyes  of  li^s  Creator.     His 

foul 
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Serm.  foul  will  delight  in  the  law  oftheLord^  and 
^^^*  his  defire  will  be  unto  hi  my  and  the  remem- 
brance  of  his  name.  With  what  pleafure 
and  warmth  will  he  apply  himfelf  to  the 
duties  of  devotion  and  worihip?  with 
what  joy  will  his  lips  Jhew  forth  his  great" 
nefsy  ^ndfing  of  his  mercy  that  endurethfor 
ever'?  with  what  ardour  and  fervency 
will  he  pour  out  his  heart  before  him^  and 
have  his  recourfe  unto  him,  as  his  fun  and 
his  Jhieldy  as  his  rocky  \\\s  fortrefsy  and 
his  deliverer?  The  tabernacles  of  the  Lord 
will  be  amiable  in  his  fight :  a  day  in  his 
courts  will  be  better  than  a  thoufand  elfe* 
where 'y  and  it  will  be  his  conftant  defire, 
that  all  the  people  ma^  praife  the  Lordy  and 

fee  his  glory,  and  bow  before  him  ;  and  that 
his  name  may  be  great ^  from  the  rijitig  to  the 

fetting  fun> 

The  true  Chriftian^s  zeal  for  God  will 
alfo  manifefl:  itfelf  in  his  love  and  kindnefs 
to  his  brethren  of  mankind,  as  they  are  the 
pffspring  of  God;  and  bear  his  image.  He 

will 
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will  be  zealous  in  doing  good  iinte  ally  but  Serm. 
efpecially  to  them  who  are  of  the  houfhold  of     ^^^^' 
faith,  and  members  of  that  body,  whereof  J  e- 
JUS  Chrili  is  the  head.     His  zeal  will  ihew 
itfelf  in  feeding  the  hungry,  in  clothing 
the  naked,  in  providing  for  the  poor  and 
the  fatherlefs,  in  comforting  the  dejeded 
and  forrowful,  in  inftruding  the  ignorant, 
in  reproving  with  meeknefs  and  prudence 
thofe  who  have  gone  aftray,  and  in  bear- 
ing with  the  weaknefles  and  infirmities  of 
his  brethren.    This  love  and  benevolence 
he  will  not  meanly  confine  to  thofe  of  one 
fecS  or  opinion.  His  zeal  indeed  will  move 
him  to  wifh  and  pray,   and  ftrive,    that 
Chriftians  may  be  joined  together  in  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit,  ^nd  in  the  purity  of  the 
Gofpel  3  and  he  will  contend  earnejlly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints  :   but  ,  - 
if  his  prayers  and  labours  have  not  their 
defired  fuccefs,  his  zeal  will  difplay  itfelf, 
not  in  the  bitternefs  of  wrath,  but  in  the 
abounding  of  his  charity  even  to  thofe 
v/ho  differ  from  hims   and  thefe  diffe- 
rences 
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Serm.  rcnces  in  opinion,  that  muft  prevail  while 
'  .  we  are  in  this  world,  will  chiefly  affedl 
his  zeal  in  this  way,  that  they  will  make 
him  long  and  afpire  the  more  after  that 
bleffed  ftate,  where  all  debate  and  angry 
controverfy  (hall  ceafe,  and  where  univer- 
fal  peace  and  love  fhall  reign  for  ever- 
more. 


I  COME  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  make 
fome    improvement   and    application    of 
what  has  been  faid.     And  here  I  might 
incite  you  to  this  zeal  in  goodnefs,  by  lay- 
ing before  you  the  manifold  obligations 
we  are  under  to  it,    and  the  bleffed  fruits 
and  advantages  that  will  attend  it.     To 
infift  on  thefe  particularly,   would  carry 
me  beyond  the  bounds  to  which  I  muft, 
in  decency,  confine  myfelf.  Have  we  any 
regard  to  the  great  end  of  our  being, 
which  is  by  holinefs  and  goodnefs  to  pro- 
mote the  glory  of  him  that  made  us? 
Have  we  any  dutifulnefs  or  gratitude  to 
that  God  on  whom  we  depend  for  all  that 

we 
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We  are,  have,  or  hope  for  ?  Have  we  any  Serm. 
!ove  to  our  blefled  Redeemer,  any  con-    ^^I* 
cern  for  his  honour,  any  regard  for  what 
he  declares  to  be  the  great  defign  of  his 
whole  kind  and  merciful  undertaking  in 
our  behalf?   All  thefe  things  loudly  call 
upon  us  to  be  zealous  in  well-doing.  This, 
as  the  apoftle  tells  us,  is  the  great  end  of 
our  eledion  to  eternal  life  3   for  God  hatb 
chofen  us  htChri/i,  before  the  foundation  of  the 
world,   that  we  fl:oidd  be  holy  and  without 
blame  before  him  in  love.     For  this  end 
Chrift  laid  down  his  life,  that  he  might  re^ 
deem  us  f^om  all  iniquity,  and  purify  us  to 
himfelf  a  peculiar  people  zealous  ofgoodworks. 
For  this  end  he  imparts  to  us  the  light  of 
his  word^   the  ftrength  and  affiftance  of 
his  Spirit  -,   for  we  are  God's  workmanJJnp^ 
created  in  Chrif  fefus  unto  good  w or ksy  which     -^ 
God  hath  before  ordained  that  wefiouldwalk 
in  them.  This  is  the  defign  of  all  the  great 
and  precious  promifes  of  the  Gofpel,   that 
thereby  being  made  partakers  of  a  divine 

nature^ 
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Serm.    nature,  we  fimid  pcrfeSi  holmefs  in  the  fear 

■  What  happy  effedls  would  this  zeal  in 
goodnefs  have  on  the  peace  of  our  minds  ? 
By  this  alone  can  we  know  that  our  faith 
is  true  and  unfeigned,  if  it  be  in  us  a  live- 
ly quickening  principle  of  every  virtue  and 
grace,  and  make  us  to  abound  in  good 
works.  Hereby  we  are  aflured  of  the 
truth  of  our  love  to  God,  if  it  incites  us 
with  ardour  and  fervency  to  run  in  the  way 
cf  his  commandmejits.  Nay,  what  bleffed 
effects  would  this  zeal  in  goodnefs  have 
on  all  around  us,  if  we  made  our  light  fo 
iojlnne  before  them ^  that  ihtyfeeifig  our  good 
worksy  were  led  to  glorify  our  Father  in 
heaven.  Our  path  would  be  to  them  as  the 
Jhining  light  -,  and  by  fetting  before  them 
all  iht  beauty  ofkolinefs,  would  attraft  and 
command  their  imitation.  By  this  zeal 
we  fhould  awake  the  drowfy,  quicken  the 
flothful,  ftrengthen  the  weak  and  feeble^ 
and  infpire  the  fincerc  and  upright  in  heart 

with 


[    ^.55    ] 
with  a  holy  emulation.     Such  happy  in-  Serm, 
fluence  would  the  example  of  our  zeal     ^^^' 
have  upon  our  brethren.     How  much  do 
mifery  and  wretchednefs  abound  in  the 
world  ?  Were  it  not  for  this  heavenly  flame 
which  the  divine  grace  kindles  and  chc« 
riflies  in  the  righteous  and  the  good,    in 
fome  meafure  to  counteract  the  fad  efFedls 
of  prevailing  corruption  and  wickednefs, 
this  world  would  foon  become  a  moft  dif- 
mal  abode.     It  is  this  zeal  that  provides 
for  the  poor  and  the  needy,  that  protects 
the  injured  and  oppreffed,    that  comforts 
the  defolate  and  forrowful,  and  makes  the 
heart  of  the  widow  and  the  father lefs  to  fing 
for  joy.   It  is  this  zeal  which  animates  that 
befl  and  noblefl  charity  which  refpefls  the 
fouls  of  men,  and  their  fpiritual  welfare^ 
affording  the  means  of  religion  and  in- 
ftruftion  to  thofe  that^/  in  dark?iefs'y  pro* 
pagating  the  knowledge  of  the  Gofpel  of 
falvation  amongft  them,  who  from  their 
jQtuation  and  circumflances  are  excluded 
from  thefe  valuable  bleffings  which  wc 

enjoy- 
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SfeRM,  enjoy.  And  can  we  conceive,  my  brc- 
^  ^^'  thren,  any  exercife  of  the  Chriftian's  zeal 
more  worthy  and  commendable  than  this? 
Is  there  any  good  work  to  which  we  arc 
bound  by  ftronger  ties  of  duty  and  grati- 
tude to  God,  of  love  and  thankfalnefs  to 
Jefus  the  Saviour,  of  compaffion  and  kind- 
nefs  to  our  brethren  of  mankind?  Has 
God  blcffed  us  with  a  clear  difcovery  of 
his  will,  and  made  a  glorious  light  to  fhinc 
on  us  who  fat  in  the  JJjadow  of  death?  and 
fhall  we  not  pity  thofe  who  yet  lye  in  ig- 
norance, and  contribute  all  we  can  to  their 
receiving  the  knowledge  of  the  truth? 
Have  we  a  juft  fenfe  of  the  horrid  barba- 
rity, of  the  wretched  gloomy  fuperftition 
from  which  we  are  delivered,  under  which 
fo  great  a  part  of  the  world  yet  groans  ? 
do  we  duly  value  and  cfteem  the  divine 
goodnefs  towards  us?  and  fliall  we  never 
think  of  thofe  who  know  not  the  way  of 
peace^  who  arc  worlhipping  lying  vanities, 
and  bowing  down  before  the  works  of 
their  own  hands  ?  Has  God  fo  mercifully, 

fo 
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fo  eminently  diftinguifhed  us  from  the  reft  Serm.' 
of  mankind,  and  fhall  not  this  obliee  us     ^-^^• 
to  do  all  we  can  in  our  feveral  ftations, 
that  his  love  may  be  declaimed,  and  his 
name  may  be  worfliipped  in  the  lands 
where  they  are  not  yet  known? 

The  moft  zealous  Chriftian  indeed  in 
his  private  capacity,   farther  than  by  his 
carncft  prayers  and  fupplications,  can  da 
little  for  the  accomplifhment  of  this  great 
and  important  end.     The  influence  of  his 
moft  active  and   unwearied  endeavours 
muft  at  the  beft  be  narrow  and  confined. 
In  the  profecution  of  this,  as  of  every  great 
defign,  the  obfervations  of  Solomon  will  be 
found  to  be  wife  and  jaft,  that  two  are  bet- 
ter than  one^  that  a  threefold  cord  is  not  ea^ 
fily  broken^  and  that  in  a  multitude  of  coun- 
fellors  there  is  fqfety\     In  this  therefore 
Chriftian  wifdom  and  prudence  has  di- 
reded  Chriftian  zeal  3   and  has  led  Chri- 
ftians  to  affociate  themfelves  together  for 
the  carrying  og  this  great  defign^  and  to 
R  this 


■^yvs) 


i   =58    ] 

Si:^Mi  this  happy  meafure  we  owe  any  remark" 
^II*  able  fuccefs  it  has  had  in  the  world.  So- 
cieties have  been  eredled  for  propagating 
Chriftian  knowledge  ;  by  contributing  to 
the  fupport  of  which,  the  great  and  weal- 
thy have  had  a  noble  opportunity  of  ho- 
nouring God  with  their  fubftance  :  and 
thofe  of  meaner  circumftances,  by  offer- 
ing their  mite^  have  had  the  occafion  of 
expreffing  their  zeal  for  his  fervice :  foci- 
eties,  where  the  joint  liberality  of  num- 
bers has  produced  a  fund,  in  fome  mea- 
fure proportioned  to  fo  great  a  defign ; 
and  their  united  counfels  ha;ve  been  em- 
ployed in  laying  it  out  to  the  beft  and 
wifeft  purpofes.  And  blefled  be  God,  that 
we  of  this  country,  poor  and  indigent  a^ 
we  may  be,  when  compared  with  others, 
have  not  been  wanting  in  this  exceller^t 
charity  5  that  we  too  have  a  Society  fm^ 
propagating  Chrijiian  knowledge^  a  confpi- 
cuous,  and,  I  hope,  a  lafting  monument 
of  public  fpirit  and  of  Chriftian  zeal. 

This 
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This  Society  founded  by  royal  author!-  Serm* 
ty,  cherifhed  by  royal  favour,  maintained     ^I^* 
and  fupported  by  liberal  donations  of  ma- 
ny noble  and  worthy  perfons, — happy  in 
a  wife  and  faithful  adminiftration,  has  ex- 
tended her  cares  to  the  habitations  of  cru- 
elty and  barbarity,    and  has  not,  without 
fuccefs,    fent  the  glad  tidings  of  falvatioa 
to  the  dark  corners  of  the  earth.     That 
more  has  not  been  done  for  them  that  are 
without,  has  been  ov/ing  to  this  melan- 
choly circumftance,  that  after  we  have  for 
many  ages  enjoyed  the  Gofpel,  and  for 
fome  time  have  been  bleifed  v/ith  thepureft 
difpenfation  of  it,  there  have  ftill  been  in 
our  own  borders  fuch  remains  of  heathen 
darknefs  and  popifh  fuperftition,  as  natu- 
rallv  claimed  the  firft  attention  and  care, 
and  have  reminded  the  Society  that  cha- 
rity muft  begin  at  home.     But  after  the 
world  has  been  favoured  with  fo  many 
and  diftind:  accounts  of  the  excellent  con- 
ftitution,  the  w^ife  regulations,  the  exten- 
five  cares  and  unv/earied  labours  of  this 
R  2  SocietVi 
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Serm.    SociefVy  it  were  fuperfluous  to  enter  into 
^^^'     any  particular  detail. 


UVNJ 


Allow  me  only  to  obferve,  as  what 
iiiuil  afford  us  no  mean  idea  of  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  this  defign,  and  at  the  fame  time 
may  give  us  comfortable  hopes,  that  this 
zeal,  in  fo  good  a  work,  muft  be  attended 
with  great  and  important  fuccefs ;  allow 
jne,  I  fay,  to  obfervc,  that  belides  the 
minirters  and  preachers  employed  in  the 
Highlands  and  IJlands^  and  maintained  on 
this  fund,  and  that  other  which  is  juftly 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  the  Royal 
Bounty^  the  Society^  at  this  prefent  time, 
fupports  in  thefe  parts  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  thirty  one  fchools,  where 
upwards  of  feven  thoufand  poor  children 
are  inftruded,  who,  moft  of  them,  with- 
out this  charitable  provifion,  muft  have 
grown  up  in  the  moft  wretched  barbarity 
and  ignorance. 

But  why  need  we  go  to  fnch  remote 
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corners  for  inftances  of  the  Society  s  care  Serm.' 
and  concern  to  promote  this  great  end  of  ^^^' 
their  institution,  when  this  very  aflembly 
affords  us  a  moft:  confpicuous  and  con- 
vincing  proof  of  it.  Long  had  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor  of  this  populous  city 
been  matter  of  grief  and  regret  to  every 
wife  ^nd  good  man  -,  when  miferable  in 
themfelvcs,  and  uneafy  to  all  around  them, 
they  pafTed  their  uncomfortable  lives  in 
beggary,  .and  in  idlenefs,  vice  and  igno- 
rance, its  almoft  conftant  attendants,  and 
brought  up  their  unhappy  children  to  in- 
herit the  fame  mifery  and  wretchednefsa 
At  length  the  noble  plan  v/as  laid,  which 
now,  by  the  good  hand  of  God,  is  fo  far 
advanced,  and  fo  well  eftabliflied,  for  feed- 
ing our  hungry,  for  clothing  our  naked, 
for  bringing  them  that  were  caft  out  into 
houfes.  And  that  this  charity  might  not 
be  confined  to  the  relieving  the  miferies  of 
this  prefent  life,  the  Society  chearfuUy  em- 
braces this  opportunity  of  promoting  Chri- 
ftian  knowledge^   and  kindly  lends  her 

helpful 
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Serm.  helpful  hand  for  the  inftrudlion  of  thofc 
grown  up  in  ignorance,  and  for  the  early 
education  of  the  poor  children,  to  whom 
their  parents  were  unable  or  unwilling  to 
afford  this  bleffing,  or  who  had  been  caft 
upon  the  world  in  a  helplefs  orphan  ftate. 
What  have  been  the  happy  eifedls  of  this 
wife  and  good  appointment,  there  are  not 
a  few  prefent  who  can  bear  witnefs.  I 
fhall  only  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  pro- 
ficiency of  thcfe  poor  children  in  the  moft 
valuable  and  ufeful  knowledge,  the  know- 
ledge of  God,  and  of  the  principles  of  our 
holy  religion,  will  be  found  to  be  fully  e- 
qual  to  them  who  have  their  education  in 
the  polite  expenfive  manner,  which  is  now 
too  much  in  fafhion  amongft  us. 

I  MUST  not,  I  need  not  furely  detain 
this  audience,  after  having  fo  far  encroach- 
ed on  their  patience,  with  any  addrefs  to 
you  the  honourable,  reverend,  and  worthy 
members  of  this  Society. — You  know  your 
duty,  and  the  importance  of  the  defign  in 

which 
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which  you  are  engaged.  You  dally  feel  Serm. 
the  inward  pleafure  that  attends  the  zea-  ^^^• 
lous  pi-ofecution  of  it.  You  know  to  whom 
you  muft  look,  on  whom  you  muft  de- 
pend for  the  happy  iflue  of  all  your  la- 
bours, and  from  whom  alone  you  muft 
exped  your  reward.  May  God  encourage 
your  hearts,  and  ftrengthen  your  hands 
in  this  great  and  excellent  work.  And 
may  he  ftill  more  difpofe  the  minds  of 
thofe  to  whom  he  has  given  wealth  and 
riches,  to  enlarge  your  power  of  doing 
good.  And,  by  his  blefiing  on  the  laudable 
endeavours  of  this,  and  fuch  other  Chri- 
ftian  focieties,  may  the  knowledge  of  thp 
Lord  at  length  cover  the  earthy  as  the  "ma- 
ters do  the  fea. 
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SERMON  VIII. 

The  Love  of  G  o  d  to  Mankind, 
in  their  Redemption  through 
Jesus  Christ. 

I  John  iv.  9. 
In  this  ivas  manifefiedtke  love  of  God  towards 
tis,  becaufe  that  Godfent  his  only  begotten 
Son  into  the  worlds  that  we  might  live 
through  him, 

Serm.  /^  REAT  and  manifold  aire  the  advan- 
VIII.  VJ  taecs  that  attend  a  ferious  and  de- 
vout  contemplation  of  the  divine  benigni- 
ty and  goodnefs.  By  the  constitution  of 
our  being  we  necelTarily  receive  delight 
from  the  perception  of  every  thing  that  is 
beautiful  and  excellent.  In  the  material 
world  we  are  furrounded  with  a  variety 
cf  objefe,  which  ftriking  our  fenfes  yield 
US  this  pleafure.      Put  there  are  beauties 

of 
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of  another  and  a  higher  nature,   which  SermJ 
immediately  touch  the  foul,  and  afford  us     ^^^^ 
a  fatisfadion  more  exalted  and  fublime. 
Moral  excellence  and  goodnefs,  weak  and 
imperfect  as  they  are  found  to  be  in  our 
fellow-creatures,  have  the  moft  powerful 
charms  to  attract  our  minds.     How  ra- 
vifliing  then  muft  be  the  contemplation 
of  the  fpring,  the  fource  of  this  perfection  ? 
hov/  delightful  the  ftudy  of  infinite  good- 
nefs and  unbounded  love  ?    But  the  plea- 
fure  it  affords  is  not  the  only  motive  to 
this  divine  employment  ^  it  will  compofe 
cur  minds,    and  quell  every  gloomy  and 
difturbing  paffion ;  it  will  infpire  us  with 
hope  in  the  midft  of  dangers,  and  arm  us 
with  patience,  contentment  and  fortitude, 
under  all  the  difafters  of  life.     It  will  na- 
turally difpofe  our  minds  to  the  love  of 
God,  and  the  other  duties  of  religion, 
which  elevate  the  foul,  and  raife  our  na- 
tures to  their  greateft  dignity  and  perfedi* 
on.  Andbefides,  as  it  is  the  natural  tribute 
which  as  intelligent  creatures  we  owe  to 

God, 
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Serm.    God,  and  which  he  requires  in  return  for 
^iK  the  bleffings  we  enjoy ;  fo  by  rendering  it^ 
we  fecure  the  poffeffion  of  thefe  bleffings, 
and  are  qualified  for  receiving  higher  com- 
munications of  his  favour  and  love.    Now 
for  this  moft  agreeable  and  ufeful  exercife, 
we  have  abundant  matter  prefented  to  us 
in  all  the  works  of  God.    That  noble  va- 
riety of  creatures  fo  wonderfully  framed, 
and  fo  wifely  ordered,    brightly  difplays 
the  goodnefs  of  him  who  made  the  hea- 
ven and  the  earth,  and  every  living  thing. 
The  honourable  rank  in  which  we  our- 
felves  are  placed  in  the  creation  of  God, 
the  admirable  fabric  of  our  bodies,  the 
aftoni/hing  faculties  of  the  foul,  the  plen- 
teous provifion  that  is  made  for  the  fup- 
port  and  joy  of  our  lives,  call  for  the  grate- 
ful return  of  our  adoration  and  praife,  and 
fhould  ftir  us  up  with  our  fouls,   and  all 
that  is  within  us,  to  blefs  that  God,  who 
is  the  fountain  of  life^  from  whom  comet}) 
down  every  good  and  every  perfeB  gift. 

But 
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But  if  we  delire  to  have  a  fcene  of  Si::rivi, 
contemplation  opened  up,  that  is  ftill  more  ^JIJK 
glorious  ;    to  behold   goodnefs  in  all   its 
beauty,    and  the  love  of  God  difplayed  in 
its  molt  powerful  and  alluring  charms ; 
let  us  turn   our  thoughts  upon  the  re- 
demption of  guilty  degenerate  mankind;^ 
from  mifery  and  death,  to  happinefs  and 
immortal  life.     Altho'   the  earth,  is  no 
doubt,  full  of  the  goodiiefs  of  the  Lord,  and 
tho*  every  thing  in  or  about  us  may  afford 
us  proofs  of  the  kindnefs  of  our  great 
Creator ;  yet  fm,  that  deftradive  fubtilc 
poifon,  has,  beyond  all  queftion,  fpread  its 
direful  influence  over  all  things  here  be- 
low 5  it  has  in  fome  meafure  deformed  the 
face  of  nature,  and  rendered  our  views  of 
the  divine  goodnefs  broken  and  imper- 
fedl^  fo  that  now  we  behold  a  mixed  and 
clouded  fcene.     Here  we  may  fee  the  di- 
vine goodnefs  clearly  difplayed  -,  but  there 
it   is  hid  under  inexplicable  difficulties. 
Here  the  fcene  is  pleafant  and  delightful^ 
there  it  is  dark  and  gloomy.     Here  ought 

to 
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Serm.  to  be  acknowledged  the  blefiings  of  a 
VIII.  nierciful  father  j  there  may  be  feen  the 
judgments  of  an  incenfed  God.  But  if 
we  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  love  of  God 
in  Jefus  Chrift,  we  fhall  find  goodnefs 
pure  and  unmixed,  bright  and  dazHng. 
Here  are  no  clouds  to  interrupt  our  views, 
nothing  to  raife  doubts  and  perplexing 
fears  in  our  breafts,  nothing  to  limit  the 
flight  of  our  fouls,  but  the  boundlefs 
greatnefs  of  the  objedt. 


And  as  we  have  here  the  moft  illuftrl- 
ous  difplay  of  goodnefs  and  love,  fo  the 
peculiar  concern  we  have  in  it,  lliould 
juftly  make  it  the  darling  fubjecS  of  our 
contemplation.  Creating  and  preferving 
goodnefs  is  diffufed  over  thp  whole  u- 
niverfe,  and  the  bleffings  which  thence 
flow  to  us,  we  have  in  cornmon  with 
many  of  the  works  of  God.  Life  is  en- 
joyed by  the  whole  animal  creation  ^  rea» 
fon,  underftanding  and  wifdom  we  poffefs 
in  a  lower  degree  than  angels  and  other 

intelligent 
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intelligent  beings  5  vigour  and  ftrength  of  Serm. 
body  is  common  to  us  with  the  nobleft  VIIL 
kind  of  brutes;  and  that  rich  ftore  which 
the  earth  produces  for  the  fupport  of  our 
lives,  the  meaneft  worm  partakes  of  as 
well  as  man  :  but  redeeming  love  is  ex- 
crcifed  towards  the  children  of  men  only* 
Neither  the  higher  nor  the  lower  part  of 
the  creation  have  any  concern  in  it  -,  it  is 
a  my  fiery  of  goodnefs  which  the  angels 
dejire  to  look  into^  and  chufc  for  the  fubjecft 
of  their  celeftial  hymns :  how  much  more 
ought  we,  who  are  the  objeds  of  it,  and 
tafte  of  its  blefled  fruits,  to  raife  our  fouls 
to  meditate  with  joy  and  gratitude  on  the 
marvellous  theme,  and  gwQglorj  to  God  in 
the  highejl^  for  \v\%  peace  on  earthy  and  good-- 
will  towards  men  ?  As  praifing  God  for 
his  wifdom,  power  and  goodnefs  mani- 
fcfted  in  the  works  of  creation  and  provi- 
dence, was  the  proper  employment  of 
the  antient  fabbath,  fo  the  celebrating  of 
this  more  glorious  difcovery  of  the  divine 
pcrfedions,  is  the  particular  duty  of  our 
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Serm.  Chriftlaii  fabbath,  which  takes  its  rifefroirt 
Vlll.  ^j^^  finifliinp;  of  our  redemption  bv  the  re- 
furreftion  of  Chrifl:  from  the  dead.  In 
order  to  affifl  us  in  fome  meafare  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  I  have  chofen 
the  words  now  read  as  the  fubjed  of  this 
difcourfe. 

We  find  the  apoftle  in  the  context 
enforcing  the  duty  of  mutual  benevolence 
and  aftedtion  in  the  ftrongeft  manner ; 
Beloved^  let  us  love  one  another ^  fays  he,  ver.  7. 
for  love  is  of  God  y  a?id  every  one  that  loveth 
is  born  of  God,  and  knoweth  God ;  he  that 
loveth  not^  knoweth  not  God ^  for  God  is  love^ 
the  fource,  the  perfeftion  of  love  ;  in  or- 
der to  demonftrate  which  he  adduces  a§ 
the  moft  convincing  proof  what  we  find 
iii  the  text,  In  this  nscas  manifefied  the  love 
cfGody  &c.  My  defign  being  to  reprefent 
briefly  the  greatnefs  and  excellency  of  the 
'  love  of  God  in  the  redemption  of  man- 

kind by  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrifl,  I  am  ia 
fome  meafure  directed  to  the  following 

method 
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method>   by  the  very  words  of  the  text,  Serm^' 
which  may  fuperfede   any   introduftory    VIIL 
explication  of  them. 

I.  In  the  firft  place  I  lliall  endeavour  to 
reprefent  the  greatnefs  of  this  love  from 
the  different  characters  of  God,  who  has 
manifcfled  it,  and  of  men  who  are  the 
objedls  of  it,  and  from  the  relations  fublift-^ 
ing  between  them. 

II.  From  the  infinite  dignity  and  per- 
fection of  that  perfon,  by  the  fending  of 
whom  this  love  of  God  was  manifefted ; 

Hefcmt  his  o?jly  begotten  fo7i, 

III.  From  the  meannefs  of  that  ftate 
into  which  he  fent  this  excellent  perfon, 
and  from  the  fufferings  he  underwent  in 
it  'y  which  may  be  both  confidered  as  in- 
cluded in  thefe  words,  He  fent  his  only  be^ 
gotten  Jon  into  the  world. 

IV.  From   the   noble   and  generous 

defign 
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Serm.    defign  upon  which  he  fent  him,  that  we 
might  live  through  him^ 

After  which  I  fhall  conclude  with 
fome  reflexions  on  the  fubjeft. 

I  AM  in  the  firft  place  then  to  fhow 
the  greatnefs  of  this  love,  from  the  con- 
fideration  of  the  different  charadlers  of 
God  and  man,  and  the  relations  fubfifling 
between  them. 

Here  indeed, if  uponanyoccaflonjitmay 
be  truly  faid,  that  we  cannot  order  ourfpeech 
by  reafon  of  darknefs. — Behold  God  is  great y 
and  we  know  him  not.  Such  knowledge  is  too 
wonderful  for  us  ;  it  is  high^  we  cannot  attain 
to  it  'y  for  he  dwelleth  in  the  lights  to  which  no 
man  can  approach.  Can  we  by  fearchingfiyid 
him  out  \  can  we  find  out  the  Almighty  unto  per- 
feBion  ?  To  whom  will  ye  liken  himy  or  what 
likenefs  will  ye  compare  unto  him  ?  Lift  up 
your  eyes  on  high,  a?id  behold  who  hath  create 
td  thefe  things,  who  bringeth  out  their  hofts 

by 
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by  number,  andcalleth  them  all  by  their  names.  Serm« 
It  is  the  Lord  by  whofe  word  the  heavens  were  ^  ^^^' 
made,  and  all  the  hojl  of  them  by  the  breath  of 
his  mouth  -,  who  formed  the  light  and  create 
^ed  the  darknefs^  whofe  the  world  is  and  the 
fulnefs  thereof.  Hefitteth  on  the  circle  of  the 
earth  ^and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  gr  a f 
hoppers  before  him ;  the  nations  are  as  the  drop 
in  the  bucket^  and  as  the  fnall  duft  in  the 
balance  ;  they  are  reputed  as  nothing  before 
him,  they  are  counted  to  him  lefs  than  nothing 
and  vanity.  He  is  the  King  immortal^  in-- 
vifible^  whofe  throne  remainethfrom  generafi-*' 
on  to  generation. — But  man^  whofe  foundati^ 
on  is  in  the  duft,  who  dwelleth  in  houfes  of 
clay,  who  is  but  of  yejierday,  whofe  breath 
is  in  his  ?ioftrils,  who  is  crufied  before  the 
mothy  whereiji  is  he  to  be  accounted  of  ? 
What  is  man  that  the  Lordjhould  be  miitd^ 
fid  of  him,  or  the  fon  of  man  that  he  Jhould 
fet  his  heart  upon  him  ?  Man  that  is  a  worm^ 
and  the  fon  of  man  that  is  a  worm^  can  he  be 
prof  fable  unto  God,  or  can  his  goodnefs  ex- 
tend unto  hifn  ?  If  his  trangrejjions  be  fnulti- 
S  plied 
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SerM.  plicd^  what  doth  he  unto  him  ?  or  if  he  be 
Y^I^*  righteous^  what  doth  the  Lord  receive  from 
his  hand'?  Can  his  governmentbe  weaken- 
ed by  our  rebellion  ?  Can  his  glory  be 
leffened,  or  his  happinefs  impaired  ?  The 
Lord  is  infinitely  happy  in  himfelf,  and 
ftandeth  in  need  of  none  of  his  creatures. 
Was  there  any  beauty,  any  comelinefs  in 
us,  wherefore  he  fhould  defire  us  ?  No  \ 
he  is  glorious  in  holinefs^  the  Lordy  the  Holy 
onCy  who  chargeth  his  angels  with  folly ;  who 
putteth  no  truji  in  his  faints  \  in  whofe  fight 
the  heavens  themfelves  are  not  clean ;  who 
hath  no  fleafure  in  wickednefSy  and  is  of 
fiirer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity.  But  what 
is  man  that  he  fioidd  be  clean,  or  he  that  is 
horn  of  a  woman  that  he  foouldhe  righteous'? 
"Behold  we  are  Jl:ape?i  in  iniquity ,  and  in  fin 
did  our  mothers  conceive  us,  Allflefi  had  cor- 
rupted their  ways  upon  the  earth.  The  whole 
world  had  become  guilty  before  God. 
The  divine  image  was  defaced;  the  glory, 
the  honour  that  once  crowned  our  natures 
was  no  morp  3  and  wc  had  fallen  from 

the 
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the  refemblance  of  angels,  to  a  greater  SermJ 
refemblance  of  the  beafts  of  the  field  ;  wc  VIII. 
had  rebelled  againft  our  rightful  fovereign; 
we  had  caft  off  our  beft  friend,  and  pre- 
ferred the  flavcry  of  Satan  to  the  love  and 
favour  of  God.  Whilftthus  guilty,  wretch- 
ed, and  vile,  was  there  any  juft  ground 
of  hope  that  we  were  to  receive  the  high- 
eft  proofs  of  divine  love  ?  Could  it  ever 
have  been  thought,  that  the  eternal  Sove- 
reign, on  whofe  authority  we  had  trampled, 
would  have  interpofed  to  preferve  us  from 
perifhing  in  that  deftruftion  into  which 
we  had  plunged  ourfelves,  or  have  looked 
down  from  the  habitation  of  his  holinefs, 
for  any  other  end,  but  to  render  vengeance 
on  his  enemies,  and  to  exert  his  power 
and  his  wrath  againft  thofe  who  hadfor- 
faken  him  ?  Was  it  not  thus  he  dealt 
wath  thofe  beings  of  a  fuperior  order, 
w^hom  he  fpared  not,  but  caft  them  down 
to  hell,  and  bound  them  in  chains  of 
everlafting  darknefs  ?  Yet  herein  has  God 
manifefted  his  goodnefs  which  h  tm- 
S  2  Jearchabk 
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Serm*  fearchable^  and  his  mercies  which  are  pajl 
J^/i**    our  finding  out,   in   extending   them  to 
man ;  to  man  tho'  low  and  mean  in  him- 
felf,  tho*  polluted  and  debafed  by  fin^ 

But  then,  how  was  it  poffible  that  this 
love  could  ever  be  manifefted  to  the  chil- 
dren of  men?  Was  the  righteous  Sovereign 
of  the  world  to  receive  his  rebellious  fub- 
jcdls  into  favour,   without  the  leaft  fatif- 
fadtion  ?  Was  it  confident  with  his  holi- 
nefs  and  juftice  freely  to  pardon  the  in- 
numerable infults  offered  to  his  laws  ?  or 
with  his  immutable  truth  to  reverfe  the 
fcntence  which  doomed  the  tranfgreffors 
thereof  to  deftrudion  ?  Could  he  thus  have 
maintained  the  honour  of  his  government? 
could  he  thus  have  fhown  his  creatures  his 
love  of  goodnefs,  or  deterred  them  from 
the  practice  of  fin  ?  Surely  no.  How  then 
could  the  purpofes  of  divine  love  be  ever 
accomplifhed  ?  and  whence  was  the  fatif- 
fa^lion  to  come  ?  Who  is  there  in  heaven 
cr  in  earth  that  is  equal  to  the  greatnefs  of 

the 
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the  work?  None  fure  of  the  fons  oi  Adam^  Serm, 
encompafled   with  weaknefs,    and  over-    VIII. 
whelmed  with  fin,  could  by  the  moft  dire-  ^^'^^^'^^ 
fulfufferings  have  expiated  his  own  guilt; 
and  could  he  then  by  any  means  have  re-- 
deemed  his  h'otber^  or  given  to  God  a  i^anfom 
for  him  ?  Nay,  the  whole  hoft  of  heaven, 
even  the  innumerable  company  of  ajjgeh 
that  excel  in  jtrength,  with  their  united 
force,  were  unequal  for  the  greatnefs  of  the 
task.  The  fins  of  mankind  v^ere  too  heavy 
a  burden  for  the  greateft  created  ftrength 
to  bear,  and  to  atone  for  them  was  a  work 
too  hard  for  limited  perfedlion.   Whence 
then  could  our  falvation  come  ?  This  is  a 
queftion,  to  determine  which,    he  alone 
was  able,  whofe  wifdom  and  underftand- 
ing  is  infinite  as  his  love.    .He  laid  help 
upon  one  ivho   ivas   mighty   to  fave.     He 
employed  in  the  work  his  eternal  Son, 
the   Son  of  his   love,    whofe   arm  alone 
could  bring  falvation,   and  raife  us  from 
guilt  and  mifery  to  happinefs  and  blifs, 
And  his  employing  in  our  behalf  a  per^ 

fon 
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Serm.    foil  of  fuch  perfedion  and  dignity  is  the 
VIII. 

2d  Thing,  from  which  appears  the 
greatncfs  of  this  inftance  of  the  divine 
goodnefs.  In  this  was  eminently  mmiifefied 
the  love  of  God  towards  ns^  becaufe  he  fent 
his  only  begotten  Son  \  his  Son  whom  he  loved, 
iioho  was  the  hrightnefs  of  his  glory  and  the 
exprejs  image  of  his  per f on  ^  in  whom  dwelleth 
till  thefuhiefs  of  the  Godhead  bodily.  He  is 
ihefrft  and  the  lafl ;  the  begin7iing  and  the 
ending  ;  who  from  the  beginning  was  with 
Gody  and  is  God.  He  is  in  the  Father  and  the 
Father  in  him  ;  and  as  the  Father  hath  life  in 
himfelf  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to  have 
life  in  himfelf  alfo.  By  him  were  all  things 
created^  that  are  in  heaven  or  that  are 
in  earthy  vifble  or  invifible^  whether  they 
he  thrones  or  dominions^  principalities  or 
power Sy  all  things  were  created  by  him  and 
for  him.  Fie  tipholdeth  all  things  by  the 
word  of  his  power  -,  he  is  the  ?mghty  God^ 
the  King  of  kings  and  the  Lord  cf  Lords. 
Had  it  been  poffible  that  any  of  thefe 
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foperlor  fpirlts  that  furround  the  throne  Serm. 
of  God  could  have  executed  the  pur-  ^^11. 
pofe  of  his  love  towards  the  children 
of  men,  it  had  been  goodnefs  well  deferv- 
ing  our  wonder  and  praife,  if  the  moft  High 
had  parted  with  any  of  thefe  miniflers  of 
hisj  ih^tdo  his  pie af are  and  hearken  to  the  voice 
of  his  word,  for  the  fake  of  creatures  fo  far 
inferior  to  them  in  nature,  and  contami- 
nated with  fo  much  .  guilt.  But  that  he 
fliould  give  his  Son,  who  is  over  all  blejfed 
forever,  who  is  infinitely  dear  to  him,  and 
infinitely  fuperior  in  worth  to  the  whole 
creation  •  this  is  an  inftance  of  love  fo 
aftonifliing,  that  human  thought  and 
fpeech  are  too  low,  too  faint  and  languid 

either  to  conceive  or  exprefs  it. By  this 

we  receive  full  affurance,  that  the  pur- 
pofe  of  the  divine  love  can  never  fail,  fmce 
it  is  put  into  his  hands,  who  is  as  perfeft- 
ly  qualified  as  we  can  defire,  both  in  re- 
fpe£t  of  power  and  inclination,  to  accom- 
plifh  the  great  defign.  Can  there  be  any 
thing  too  arduous  and  difficult  for  him, 

%Q 
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SeRM.  to  whom  all  power  is  committed  in  heaven 
"^m*  and  in  earth-,  who  is  able  tofubdite  all  things 
to  himfelf?  Can  our  interefts  ever  fuffer  in 
his  hands,  in  whom  are  hid  all  the  treafirres 
qfwifdom  and  knowledge  \  whofefaithfulnefs  is 
unto  all  generations^  and  whofe  loving  kind^ 
nefs  endureth  for  ever  ?  But  the  great  ex- 
cellency of  this  love  v^rill  appear  more 
fully,  if  we  confider, 

In  the  ^d  place.  The  meannefs  of  that 
Hate,  and  the  dreadfiilnefs  of  thpfe  fuifer- 
Jngs  into  which  God  fent  his  only  be- 
gotten Son.  Were  the  children  of  men 
to  be  redeemed  by  the  Son  of  God,  by  a 
perfon  thus  infinite  in  all  perfe<5lion  ^  and 
might  not  he,  who  fpoke  into  being  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  by  the  fame 
powerful  word  have  refcued  mankind 
from  the  loweft  mifery  ?  Muft  he  leave 
his  throne  of  majefty  and  glory,  and  ap- 
pear on  earth  ?  He,  whofe  power  is  fubjeft 
to  no  reftraint,  whofe  word  can  accom- 
plifh  that  which  he  pleafeth.  Or  might 

he 
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he  not  at  leaft  have  appeared  in  fomc  Serm. 
vifible  elorv,  as  when  he  wroug-ht  falva-  ^^Ai. 
tion  to  his  antient  people,  and  gave  them 
laws  from  mount  Sinai  ?  No  :  He  who 
'-was  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thought  it  no 
robbery  to  be  equal  to  Gcd^  muft  become  of 
no  reputation^  rmjl  be  found  in  fajhion  as  a 
7nan,  and  be  made  in  the  Ukenefs  of  finful 
flefld.  Here  is  a  myftery  which  will  for 
ever  employ  the  thought  and  ftady  of  the 
moft  exalted  Seraphs,  arid  be  a  fiibjecfl;  of 
the  higheft  admiration  throughout  all  the 
ages  of  eternity.  That  he,  who  is  God, 
the  king  immortal  and  invifble,  in ou Id  be 
born  of  a  woman  j  fliould  fubm.it  to  the 
weaknefs  pf  infancy,  the  infirmities  of 
childhood,  and  by  flow  and  gradual  fteps. 
arrive  at  the  flrength  and  juft  proportion 
€f  manhood  5  that  he,  who  was  the  great 
Governor  of  all  things,  fliould  become 
fabjed  to  earthly  parents ;  that  he  who 
commanded  the  world  into  being,  (hould, 
for  the  fatisfying  of  his  hunger,  and  the 
fuftenance  of  his  iife^   depend  on  thofe 

very 
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Serm.  very  creatures  which  his  fingers  had 
framed  ;  that  he,  in  whofe  prefence  is 
an  tterndlfuhicfs  of  joy,  at  whofe  right  hand 
are  pkafures  for  evermore^  fliould  become 
fubjedt  to  all  the  labours  and  forrows  of 
men. Thefe  are  fubje6is  of  contem- 
plation which  the  mind  of  man  is  neither 
able  to  fathom  nor  exhaufi:;  and  all  we 
can  do,  is,  humbly  to  adore  what  we  can- 
not comprehend. 

But  was  the  Son  of  God  to  defcenc} 
fo  low  as  to  vail  his  giory  in  human  flelh, 
and  to  tabernacle  among  men  ?  Might  he 
not  have  appeared  at  leaft  with  the  pomp 
and  magnificence  of  a  mighty  fovereign, 
with  all  that  grandeur  and  majefty  which 
attracts  the  reverence  of  men,  and  feems 
to  exalt  humanity  fomewhat  above  itfelf  ? 
No :  His  firft  appearance  was  attended 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  difgrace  and 
pbfcurity ;  from  his  cradle  to  his  grave 
there  is  one  melancholy  fcene  of  poverty 
and  opprefiion,  diihonour  and  pain.     He 

wai 
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was  brought  forth  in  a  ftable,  and  laid  in  Serm. 

VIIL 


a  manger.  Soon  are  the  wretched  parents 


forced  to  fly,  from  the  hands  of  a  cruel 
tyrant,    with   their   helplefs  infant,    into 
lonely  exile.     When  he  grew  up,  he  was 
a  man  offorrows  a7id  acquai?ited  with  grief : 
He  wandred  about  from  place  to  place, 
and  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head.  By  fomc 
he  was  reproached  as  a  fower  of  fedition, 
by  others  reviled  as  an  impoftor  ;  by  fome 
he  was  accufed  as  a  blafphemer,  by  others 
as  a  forcererand  a  devil.  Thro'  his  whole 
life  he  endured  the  contradioiion  of  finners 
cgainll  himfelf.     But  if  we   follow  him 
to  the  laft  fcene,   and  trace  him  thro'  his 
fufferings    and   death,    things    yet    more 
wonderful  will  open  to  our  view.     There 
we  fee  him  in  his  forrowful  retirement ; 
his  immaculate  foul  overwhelmed  with 
that  wrath  that  was  due  to  us,  and  his  bo- 
dy in  agony  ineffable,yw£'^//;?g'  great  drops 
of  blood.     There  we  fee  him  betrayed  in- 
to the  hands  of  his  enemies  by  the  treach- 
ery of  one  friend,   curfed  and  denied  by 
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Serm.  another,  and  bafely  left  and  deferted  by 
t>4/>j  ^^^'  There  we  fee  him  dragged  to  the 
judgment  hall,  buffeted,  whipt  and  fpit  up- 
on 5  by  the  moft  grofs  injuftice  condemned 
to  an  ignominious  death,  dreft  up  as  an 
objed:  of  cruel  derilion,  and  his  facred 
head  wounded  with  a  crown  of  thorns.  He 
is  led  out  to  Calvary,  nailed  to  the  accurfed 
tree,  the  blood  fpringing  from  his  hands 
and  feet,  and  amidft  the  feoffs  and  in- 
fults  of  his  triumphing  perfecutors  and 
enemies,  he  reclines  his  head,  pours  out 

his  foul  and  gives  up  the  ghoft. Here, 

my  brethren,  may  we  not  juftly  apply  the 
words  of  MofeSy  to  exprefs  our  admiration; 
yljk  ?iow  of  the  days  that  arepafi,  which  %vere 
before  thee,  jince  the  day  that  God  created 
man  upon  the  earth,  and  afkfrom  the  one  fide 
of  heaven  unto  the  other,  whether  there  has 
been  any  fuch  thing  as  this  great  thing  is^  or 
hath  been  heard  like  it  ijl.  Well  might  the 
fun  hide  his  glorious  head  in  darknefs^ 
when  he,    who  appointed  the  ordinances 

J  Dcut.  iv.  32, 
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of  heaven,  was  expiring  on  a  crofs.    Well  Serm. 

VIII. 


might  univerfal  horror  and  confafion  o-     VIII. 


verfpread  the  face  of  nature  at  the  death 
of  hin>,  at  whofe  voice  the  earth  Jhakes 
and  trembles,  and  the  foundations  of  the 
hills  are  moved.  Did  creatures  inanimate 
and  lifelefs  thus  acknowledge  their  dying 
Lord,  and  can  we,  who  are  f®  nearly  con- 
cerned in  the  matter,  ever  turn  our 
thoughts  to  the  wondrous  theme,  but 
with  hearts  filled  with  thankfulnefs,  ado- 
ration and  praife  ?  O  the  heighth  and  the 
depths  the  breadth  and  the  length  of  the  love 
of  God  in  Chrijl  Jefus^  which  pcijfeth  kmw 
ledge  ! 

The  laft  thing,  from  which  I  propofed 
to  fhow  the  greatnefs  of  this  love,  was  the 
generous  and  noble  defign  on  which  God 
fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world, 
which  in  the  text  is  expreft  in  thefe  words, 
that  we  might  live  by  him  -,  and  this  your 
time  allows  mc  but  juft  to  touch  at. 


A^ 
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Serm.  As  the  wretched  condition,  into  which 
V  ilL  jj^^j-^  i^^(j_  brought  himfelf  by  his  departure 
from  God,  is  reprefcnted  to  us  in  fcripture 
by  the  ftrongefh  figures  and  images  -,  fo  it 
is  beautiful  to  obferve,  how  by  figures  di- 
reftly  contrary  to  thefe,  are  exprelled  the 
blelTed  efteds  of  the  love  of  God  in  Jefus 
Chrift.  By  our  wicked  works  we  were  af 
aimity  with  God^  alienated  from  hirn^  en- 
gaged in  rebeUion  againft  our  rightful  So- 
vereign, and  expofed  to  his  wrath  :  but 
Jefus  Chrift  having  made  peace  by  the  blood 
of  his  crofsy  hath  reconciled  us  unto  God,  We 
v^QVC  ftting  in  darknefs^  and  in  the  Jhadow 
ff  death:  but  Jefus  Chrift  hath  brought 
us  from  darhiefs  into  his  marvelous  light. 
We  were  under  the  flavery  of  fin,  and  the 
power  and  dominion  of  Satan  3  but  by  Je- 
fus Chrift  we  are  called  unto  liberty,  even 
the  glorious  liberty  of  the  fins  of  God.  But 
there  is  no  figure  more  expreflive  than 
that  which  is  ufcd  in  the  text.  Life  is  the 
greateft  of  all  blefiings,  the  neceflTary  foun- 
dation of  all  others,  without  which  we 

•  cani 
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can  cnjoy  nothins;.    As  all  other  bleflings  SerM. 

VIII. 


neceffarily  prefuppofe  this,  fo  by  an  ordi-     ^^^^' 


nary  figure,  life  is  put  not  only  for  the  con- 
tinuation of  our  being,  but  for  all  thofc 
good  things  that  raife  our  natures  to  their 
greateft  perfection  and  happinefs.  And 
fuch  a  connexion  is  there  between  the  i- 
deas  of  life,  perfedtion  and  happinefs,  that 
when  a  being  has  loft  the  perfedion  of  its 
nature,  and  confequently  its  happinefs,  it 
is  in  the  fcripture  ftile  faid  to  be  deaJ. 
Thus  men,  when  funk  in  corruption,  and 
cnflaved  to  filthy  lufts  and  diforderly  paf- 
fions,  which  weaken  all  their  powers  and 
faculties,  are  faid  to  be  dead-,  and  that  fu- 
ture mifery,  which  is  the  confequence  of 
this  fin  and  corruption,  is  named  deatb,  and 
eternal  death.  Now,  with  relation  to  thefc 
two  kinds  of  death,  the  Son  of  God  was 
fent  to  purchafe  for  us  a  twofold  life.  We 
were  dead  in  trejpajjes  and  fins  j  he  was 
fent  to  create  us  again  unto  good  works^  to 
breathe  into  our  fouls  a  new  and  divine 
life  of  holinefs  and  goodnefsj  and  to  blefi 

every 
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Se  r  m.  every  one  of  us,  by  turning  us  from  our  tmquU 
^IJ-  ties.  We  were  bound  over  to  the  fecond 
death,  the  death  of  eternal  mifery  ;  he  was 
fent  to  reftore  us  to  immortal  life.  He 
came  that  ive  fnigbt  have  life,  and  that  vje 
might  have  it  more  abundantly.  The  gift  of 
God  is  eter?ial  life  through  Jejus  Chrijl  our 
Lord,  And  what  tongue  can  defcribe  the 
greatnefs  of  this  gift  ?  Words  fail  us,  nay 
thought  itfelf  is  ovcrpower'd,  when  wc 
attempt  to  rife  to  fo  high  a  theme.  Great 
was  the  bleffing  to  be  called  from  nothing 
unto  being  and  life;  greater  ftill,  to  have 
that  life  and  being  fo  long  continued,  and 
enriched  with  fo  many  comforts.  But  to 
have  that  life  continued  for  evermore,  in 
the  midft  of  angels  and  faints,  and  in  the 
immediate  prefence  of  God  3  freed  from 
every  annoyance  and  diftrefs,  furrounded 
with  every  joy,  raifed  to  the  very  highefl 
perfedlion  of  our  nature ;  this  is  fuch  a 
bleffing,  as  no  tongue  can  exprefs,  and  no 
heart  be  fufficiently  grateful  for.  All  that 
we  can  fay  upon  this  fubjed;  is,  that  eye 

hath 
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hath  notfeen,  nor  ear  heard^  nor  hath  it  en-  -ERMi 
tered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive  the  /  ^^^' 
things  which  God  hath  prepared  for  them 
that  love  him.  And  can  we,  my  brethren, 
on  the  one  hand,  rcflsdl  on  that  direful 
anguifli  and  endlefs  mifery,  which  was 
the  juft  demerit  of  our  fins ;  can  we,  on 
the  other  hand,  raife  our  thoughts  to  this 
celeftial  bUfs,  and  fliall  not  our  minds 
overflow  with  joy  and  gratitude  for  that 
love  which  God  has  manifefted  in  fend- 
ing his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that 
'^ve  might  live  through  him  ? 

Thus  have  I  endeavoured  to  (how  the 
greatnefs  of  this  love,  from  the  confide- 
rations  occurring  in  the  text.  I  now  go 
on  to  make  fome  pradical  improvement 
of  the  fubjcdt. 

i/?,  Does  not  this  marvelous  iuilancc 
of  goodnefs  lay  us  under  the  ftrongeft  ob- 
ligations, to  live  in  the  exercife  of  love, 
and  chearful  obedience  to  God  our  Bcne- 
T  .   f^aor 
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Serm.    fador  and  Redeemer?  He  is  pofieft  of 


VIIL 


every  amiable  perfedion,  and  tlius  has  a 
natural  title  to  the  love  of  every  intelligent 
mind.  He  is  our  Creator  and  Preferver, 
and  thus  has  an  undoubted  right  to  our 
obedience.  He  has  conncdled  our  hap- 
pinefs  v^'ith  our  loving  him,  and  appointed 
eternal  mifery  as  the  portion  of  all  that 
forfake  him ;  and  thus  our  intereft,  as 
well  as  our  duty,  is  concerned  in  the  mat- 
ter. 

But  if  none  of  thefe  motives,  ftrong 
and  weighty  as  they  are,  make  a  fufficient 
impreflion  upon  us,  here  fure  is  an  argu- 
ment, which,  if  we  have  the  leaft  ingenu- 
ity of  fpirit,  muft  gain  powerfully  upon 
our  minds.  God  loved  us  while  we  were 
yet  enemies  to  him  by  reafon  of  wicked 
'works  \  he  loved  us  when  we  deferved 
nothing  but  his  wrath  and  indignation  to 
be  revealed  from  heaven  againil  us ;  lov- 
ed us  in  a  manner  too  furprifing  for  us  to 
conceive  or  exprefs :  and  ihall  we  not  love 

kim^ 
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hm,  who  jirji  loved  us  ?  Well  may  the  Serm. 
thought  of  his  ftupenduous  goodnefs  melt  ^I^A. 
the  hardeft  heart,  and  make  the  moft 
abandoned  llnner  blufli  at  his  ingratitude  ? 
Shall  the  great  Majefiy  of  heaven  and 
earth  ftrive  as  it  were  to  gain  by  mercy 
and  kindnefs  thofe  creatures,  whom  in. 
juftice  he  might  have  doomed  to  everlaft- 
ing  mifery  ?  and  fhall  v/e  trample  on  his 
condefceniion,  an4  rejedl  with  fcorn  his 
offers  of  love  ?  Shall  v/e  defpife  the  friend- 
fliip  of  that  God,  who,  to  reconcile  us  to 
himfelf,  parted  with  his  eternal  Son  ?  Or 
lliall  we  offend  that  Saviour  who  has  lov- 
ed us  to  the  death  ?  Do  we  thus  requite  the 
Lord  ?  Ofoolifh  people  and  unkvife  !  Ought 
not  his  love  to  kindle  in  our  breafts  a  mu- 
tual flame  ?  to  perfuade  us  to  obey  him 
vvith  chearful  and  willing  minds,  and  con- 
Jlrain  us  henceforth  not  to  live  unto  ourfelves^ 
but  unto  him  that  died  for  us  and  rofe  again  ? 

But  further,  2dly^  This  inftance  of  the 

divine  goodipiefs  may  be  improven   as  an 

argument  to  perfuade  and  engage  us  to 

T  2  trait 
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Serm.  truft  and  rely  on  God  for  every  bleffing 
VIIL  ^ye  ftand  in  need  of,  becaufc  his  children 
and  fervants  may  hence  be  affured  that 
he  will  order  every  thing  for  their  advan- 
tage and  benefit.  Thus  reafons  the  a- 
pcille,  If  God  fparcd  ?20t  hiscwnfony  but 
delivered  him  up  for  lis  all^  howfloall  he  not 
"with  himalfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  Shall 
we  henceforth  allow  any  doubt  of  the  di- 
vine goodnefs  to  lurk  in  our  breafts,  or  the' 
leaft  diftruft  of  his  fatherly  tendernefs  to 
difturb  the  peace  of  our  minds  ?  Shall  we 
dare  to  entertain  diihonourable  thoughts 
of  the  divine  government  as  harfii  and 
fevere,  after  fo  atlonifhing  an  inflance  of 
of  his  kindnefs,  mercy  and  love  ?  If  the 
enjoyments  of  this  life  are  not  beftowed 
upon  us  fo  liberally  as  upon  others,  let 
us  not  murmur  nor  repine,  as  if  we  wers 
forgotten  by  God ;  but  reiling,  with  holy 
confidence,  on  this  fignal  proof  and  de- 
monftration  of  the  divine  goodnefs,  let  us 
be  convinced  that  our  merciful  father,  by 
a  Iparing  communication  of  thefe  things, 

is 
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is  promoting  our  greateft  good.     Nay,  Serm. 
tho'  we  are  viiited  with  diftrefs  and  af-    VIII. 
nicnon,  yet  we    may  rejoice  in  our  tri- 
bulations, affured  that  they  will  work  for 
our  good,  if  by  our  own  mlfmanagement 
we  prevent  not  the  wholefome  medicines 
having  their  defigned  eil'et^]:.     We  ought 
to  be  convinced  that  God  loves  us  more 
than  we  love  ourfelves,    and  cares  for  us 
more  than  we  care  for  ourfelves  :  and  in- 
flead  of  giving  way  to  anxious  folicitude  a- 
bout  what  we  Jhall  eat y  what  we  fiall  drmk^ 
and  wherewithal  we  fiall  be  doathed^   let  us 
feek  frrjl  the  kingdom  of  Go  i^   confiding  in 
him,  that  all  other  things  JJmll  he  added  unto 
lis.  Yea,  tho'  th^fig-tree  Jhould  not  blojfom  and 
there  fhoiild  be  no  fruit  in  the  vijie,  tho  the 
labour  of  the  olive fiould fail  and  the  field flmdd 
yield  no  meaty  tho  the  flock  be  cut  off  from  the 
fold  and  there  fioidd  be  no  herd  in  the  flall^ 
yet  let  us  ftill  rejoice  in  the  Lord^  and  joy  in 
the  God  of  our  fahation* 

^dly^    Let  us   take  notice  of  the  im- 
provement 
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Serm.    provement  our  apoftle  makes  of  this  doc- 
VIII.    |.  jj^g  jj^  ^}jg  context.     Beloved,  fays  he,   if 

God  Jo  loved  us^  we  ought  alfo  to  love  one 
another.  We  are  under  the  ftridefl:  ob- 
ligation to  imitate  the  Deity  in  his  moral 
perfections.  This  is  a  natural  confequence 
of  true  love  to  God,  and  a  neceflary  con- 
dition of  God's  love  to  and  approbation  of 
us.  Of  all  the  divine  perfections,  goodnefs 
is  the  moft  amiable  in  itfelf,  and  the  moft 
fit  and  proper  for  our  imitation  ^  and  of 
all  the  inftances  of  the  divine  goodnefs, 
that  w^hich  he  has  manifefted  in  Jefus 
Chrifl  is  the  moft  fliining  and  glorious. 
There  we  are  taught  of  God  in  a  fpecial 
manner  how  we  ought  to  love  one  an- 
other ;  and  by  this  clearer  manifeftation  of 
goodnefs^  we  are  laid  under  ftronger  ob- 
ligations of  copying  after  it,  in  kindnefs 
and  benevolence  to  our  fellow  creatures. 
Shall  the  Lord,  the  poiTeflbr  of  heaven 
and  earth,  fhow  his  love  to  us,  on  whom 
he  was  altogether  independent,  and  fhall 
not  we  love  thofe^   upon  whom  we  daily 

depend 
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depend  for  their  mutual  good  offices,  Serm. 
without  whom  we  could  fcarce  preferve  ^^^^'  . 
our  very  beings  ?  Has  the  Lord,  who  is 
of  untainted  holinefs  and  infinite  mercy, 
manifefted  fuch  goodnefs  to  us,  when  we 
were  abominable  and  polluted  in  his  fight, 
and  fhall  we  henceforth  dare  to  think  the 
lowefl:  of  our  fellow  creatures  unworthy 
of  our  love,  and  look  down  with  difdaln 
on  the  poor  and  the  indigent  ?  Has  God 
loved  us,  while  we  were  enemies,  and 
fhall  the  little  petty  offences  of  our  neigh- 
bours fire  our  minds  with  hatred  and  re- 
venge? No:  Let  n^h^  follo%vers  of  God 
as  dear  children^  putting  on  bowels  of  mercy ^ 
compaffion  and  loving  kindnefs^  and  above 
all  things,  put  on  charity^  which  is  the  bond 
cf  perfedinefs.  One  great  defign  of  this 
difpenfation  of  love  was  to  promote  peace, 
friendfhip  and  benevolence  among  man- 
kind, and  to  root  out  of  our  natures  thofe 
angry  hurtful  paffions,  which  blaft  the 
pleafures  of  fociety.  By  this  difpenfatioa 
Chriftians  are  joined  together  by  the  bond 

of 
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Serm.  of  a  mofl  facredfociety  andunion.  They 
^III»  are  all  the  fervants  of  one  mailer,  who 
has  left  it  as  his  peculiar  command,  and 
theteft  of  their  fidelity  to  him,  that  they 
love  one  another  -,  they  are  all  brethren 
fprung  from  the  fame  incorruptible  feed^ 
and  therefore  ought  they  to  love  as 
brethren.  They  are  all  members  of  the 
fame  body,  whereof  Jefus  Chrift  is  the 
head,  and  this  body  God  hath  fo  temper- 
ed together,  that  there  fliould  be  no 
fchifm  in  it,  but  that  the  members  fliould 
have  the  fame  care  one  for  another  ;  and 
that  whether  one  member  fuffer^  all  the 
members  Jfmdd  fuffer  with  it  -,  or  whether 
one  member  rejoice^  all  the  members  JJ^Guld 
rejoice  with  it. 

But  lafJy^  If  God  has  fent  his  only 
begotten  Son  into  the  world,  that  we 
might  live  through  him,  and  thus  provid- 
ed for  our  happinefs  in  a  manner  fo 
wonderful  and  expenfive,  let  us  all  confider 
liow  inexcufable  we  ihall  be^   if  we  be 

found 
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found  negledters  of  the  ofFcred  falvation.  Serm. 
See  that  \e  refiife  ?iot  him  that  fpeaketh  \  for     ^  ^^^' 
jf  they  efcaped  not^   who  refufed  him  that 

fpake  on  earthy  much  more  fiall  not  we  efcape 
if  we  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh 

from  heaven.  If  the  wordfpoken  by  angels  was 

fedfafl,  and  every  tranfgejjion  and  difobedi- 
ence  received  a  jiijl  recompence  of  reward^ 
how  fall  we  efcape  if  we  7iegle5l  fo  great 

falvation  ?  He  that  defpifed  Mofess  law  died 
without  mercy  \  hut  of  how  ?nuch  forer  pzinif- 
ment^  fuppofe  yCy  floall  he  be  thought  worthy^ 
who  hath  trodcn  under  foot  the  Son  ofGod^ 
and  counted  the  hlcod  of  the  covenant  an  UU" 
holy  thing  ?  If  we  Jin  wi  fully  after  we  have 
received  the  knowledge  of  the  truths  there 
remainethfio  more  facrifice  for  fin  y  but  a  cer- 
tain fearful  looking  jor  of  judgment  and  fiery 
indignation.  Let  us  therefore  fear,  left  a 
promife  being  left  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any 
cfusftoculd  feem  to  come  (loort  of  it,  "Take 
heed  brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an 
evil  heart  of  unbeHef  in  departing  from  the 
living  God*     Aiid,  let  us  exhort  one  another 

daily 
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Serm,  daily  while  it  is  called  to  day^  lejl  any  of  m 
—•  be  hardened  through  the  deceitfulnefs  of  Jin  , 
and  thus  receive  the  grace  cj  God  in  vain. 
May  the  God  of  all  grace  who  hath  called  us 
unto  his  eternal  glory  through  Jefus  Chriji^ 
perfe6iy  fablijhy  Jirengthen^  fettle  us.  To 
him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and 
ever.     Amen. 


SER^ 
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SERMON  IX. 

The  Oblio;ation  to  Brotherly 
Love,  deduced  from  the  Love 
of  Go  D  to  us. 


I  John  iv.  ii. 

Beloved^  if  Godfo  loved  us,  we  ought  alfo  to 

love  one  anothei^ 


L 


OVE  to  our  neighbour  is  a  duty  of  Serm» 
natural  religion,  the  reafonablenefs  ■^^— 
of  which  can  be  deduced  from  the  moft 
evident  principles.  Its  tendency  to  promote 
our  own  happlnefs,  and  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  fociety  ^  its  agreeablenefs  to 
our  natures,  and  to  thofe  aitedtions  our 
Maker  has  endued  us  with,  abundantly 
prove  it  to  be  both  our  duty  and  our  in- 
tereft.  As  divine  revelation  enforces  in 
the  ftrongeft  manner  all  the  duties  of  na- 
tural religion;  and  propofes  the  beft  ar- 
guments 
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Serm.     guments  to  incite  us  to  the  performance 

TV- 

lA^  of  them,  fo  there  is  no  duty  that  we  are 
therein  more  frequently,  and  by  a  greater 
variety  of  motives  exhorted  to,  than  this  of 
mutual  love.  This  our  Saviour  makes  the 
diflinguifliing  mark  of  his  difciples.  This 
his  apoftles  infift  on  in  a  particular  manner 
as  the  royal  law,  the  io/id  of  perfe^ion^  the 
Jum  of  the  whole  law,  and  the  end  of  the  com- 
mandment. This  they  eftablifh  as  the 
beft  mark  of  fincerity  in  religion.  Hereby 
we  know  y  fays  john,  that  we  have  pajfedfrom 
death  to  life^  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren > 

Among  the  arguments  to  enforce  this 
duty,  there  is  none  ufed  more  frequently, 
than  that  of  God's  love  to  mankind ;  which 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  illuftratc  from  the 
words  of  the  text ;  where  we  have  the 
apoftle's  conclufion  from  what  he  had 
advanced  in  the  four  preceeding  verfes ; 
Beloved^  let  us  love  one  another,  (ver.  7.)  For 
love  is  of  God,  and  every  one  that  loveth  is 
horn  of  God  and  knoweth  God*  He  that  Icveth 

not^ 
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vofy  hiGweth  720t  God ',  for  Gcd  is  love,  is  the  Serm< 
fourceand  perfcdion  of  love.  In  proof  of  ^^* 
this,  he  adduces  the  mofl  furprinng  in- 
ftance  of  divine  love.  In  this  was  manife fl- 
ed the  Jove  of  God  towards  iis^  becaufe  that 
God  fent  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the  world 
that  we  might  live  through  him*  Here- 
171  is  love,  not  that  we  loved  God^  but  that 
he  loved  iis^  and  fent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitia-^ 
tion  for  our  fms.  Beloved,  if  God  Jo  loved  iiSy 
we  ought  alfo  to  love  one  aiiother.  From  the 
connexion  of  thefe  words  with  what  p-oes 
before,  it  is  plain,  that  the  love  of  God  to 
us,  of  which  the  apoftle  here  fpeaks,  is  to 
be  underftood  of  his  love  manifefted  in 
Jefus  Chrift  ;  and  the  apoftle's  argument 
in  fhort  is  this,  that  by  this  furprifing  in- 
ftance  of  the  divine  love,  we  are  laid  un- 
der more  particular  and  ftrong  obli^ati-* 
ons  to  love  our  neighbour^  than  the  reft  of 
mankind,  who  are  ignorant  of  this  amaz- 
ing mercy  and  goodnefs  of  God. 

The  apoftle  on  this  occafion  ufes  a 

very 
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Serm.  very  endearing  appellation,  extremely  well 
^^'  adapted  to  the  fubjed:  he  is  treating  of; 
when  exhorting  them  to  love,  he  addrefies 
them  by  a  title,  which  declares  he  had 
the  fame  tender  affedion  for  them  all, 
which  he  defired  them  to  have  for  one  an- 
other. Beloved,  ifGodfo  loved  us ^  &c.  Tho' 
the  apoftle,  as  was  juft  now  hinted,  has 
here  no  doubt  chiefly  in  his  eye  the  in- 
flance  of  God's  love  in  Jefus  Chrift ;  yet 
I  hope,  it  will  not  be  thought  doing  great 
violence  to  the  words  of  the  apoftle,  and 
none  fure  to  his  rcafoning,  if  I  extend  it 
fo  far  as  to  comprehend  all  the  goodnefs 
and  love  God  our  merciful  Father  has 
fhown  to  the  children  of  men.  I  need 
fcarce  tell  you,  that  by  love  to  one  ano- 
ther, we  are  to  underftand  fuch  an  efteem, 
regard  and  affedlion  for  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, as  will  efFedually  move  us,  on  eve- 
ry occafion,  to  promote  their  happinefs, 
and  to  do  them  all  the  good  offices  that 
we  poffibly  can. 


In 
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In  difcourfing  farther  from  thefe  words,  Sert^i.' 
I  fhall  endeavour,  firjl^  To  {how  in  eene-     -^^* 
ral,  how  God's  love  to  mankind  is  a  mo- 
tive and  argument  for  our  loving  one  an- 
other: and. 

Secondly y  Show  what  particular  obligati- 
ons the  love  of  God  in  Jefus  Chrift  lays 
upon  Chriftians  to  love  their  brethren. 

As  to  thejfr/?,  God's  love  to  mankind 
is  an  argument  for  our  loving  one  ano- 
ther, in  thefe  two  refpeds, 

I.  As  it  fets  before  us  a  pattern  and  ex- 
ample that  we  are  bound  to  copy  after  5 
and, 

II.  As  it  lays  upon  us  the  greateft  ob- 
ligations, ingratitude,  to  the  performance 
of  this  duty. 

I.  It  is   an   obfervation  ds   true  as  it 
is  common,  that  men  are  moved  by  ex- 
ample 
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Serm,  ample  more  than  by  precept.  We  natii- 
IX.  j-^jiy  incline  to  imitate  tliofe  we  efteem, 
and  ambitioully  afpire  to  be  like  thofe  a- 
bove  us.  This  principle  of  emulation  has 
given  birth  to  the  grcateft  and  moft  noble 
actions.  In  the  prefent  ftate  of  things  in- 
deed, where  greatnefs  and  wifdom  are  not 
always  joined,  and  men  of  the  moft  exalt- 
ed ftations  are  not  always  adorned  with 
the  moft  refined  virtues,  we  are  frequent- 
ly led  by  it  into  the  moft  ridiculous  follies, 
and  often  into  the  moft  fhameful  vices. 
But  this  only  fhows,  how  powerfully  it 
works  in  our  fouls,  and  that  like  the  other 
pafiions  it  will  prove  mifchievous,  when 
mifapplied  and  exerted  upon  wrong  ob- 
jeds.  Of  itfelf  it  is  a  noble  beneficial  prin- 
ciple, planted  in  us  by  our  wife  Creator, 
to  incite  us  to  the  purfuit  of  whatever  is 
great,  good,  or  excellent :  And  as  he  is 
himfelf  the  Architype  of  all  perfedtion, 
the  fource  and  fountain  of  every  beauty 
and  virtue  to  be  found  in  the  creature,  its 
great  defign  was  to  raife  our  fouls  to  the 

imitation 
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imitation  of  him,    that  by  forming  our  Serm. 
lives  after  his  hleffed  example,  we  might     ^'^• 
become  as  like  to  him,  as  finite  beings  can 
approach  in  likenefs  to  one  who  is  infi- 
nite. 


Now  that  all  rational  creatures  are  un- 
der the  ftrifteft  obligations  to  imitate  the 
Deity,  and  regulate  their  lives  after  his  ex- 
ample, requires  no  long  dcdudtion  of  ar- 
gument to  prove. — By  the  fundamental 
law  of  our  beings  we  arc  bound  to  purfue 
our  own  happinefs :  our  happinefs  lyes  in 
the  perfedlion  of  our  natures;  the  perfec- 
tion of  our  natures  lyes  in  their  refem- 
blance  to  the  fupreme  perfedlion.  This 
therefore  muft  be  fet  before  us  as  our  rule 
and  pattern,  if  we  would  attain  to  that 
perfedlion  in  which  confifts  our  happinefs. 
Man  was  originally  form'd  after  the  image 
of  God;  it  was  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
our  natures  to  bear  fome  fimilitude  to  the 
Deity.  In  the  brightnefs  of  this  image 
confifled  the  happinefs  of  man  in  hisprim- 

U  eval 
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Serm.  ^eval   Innocent  flate :  from  its  being  de- 
^^'      faced  and  darkened  flows  all  our  niifery 
and  woe.     Would  we  then  have  our  na- 
tures reftored  to  their  primitive  honour 
and  happinefsj  this  image  muft  be  renew- 
ed in  its  former  beauty  and  luflre.     Of 
fuch  importance  is  this,  that  the  whole 
of  religion  is   fometimes   reprefented  as 
confifting  in  the  imitation  of  the  Deity. 
This  fublime  notion  of  religion  even  the 
more  enlightened  heathens  feem  to  have 
had,  when  they  tell  us,  that  the  beft  way 
of  worfliipping  and  ferving  God  is  to  imi- 
tate and  endeavour  to  refemble  him.   This 
likeways  is  very  agreeable  to  what  we  are 
taught  in  the  word  of  God,    where  our 
duty  is  fumm'd  up  in  thefe  general  pre- 
cepts, of  being  boly  as  God  is  holy,  perfect 
as  he  is  perfeB^  and  merciful  as  our  Father 
in  heaven  is  merciful;    and  where  we  are 
called  to  be  followers  of  God  as  dear  chil- 
dren.    Of  the  divine  perfedtions  there  are 
fome,  in  which  it  is  abfolutely  impoffible      1 
for  us  to  imitate  or  refemble  him  in  the 
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fmalleft  decree ;  in  which  it  would  be  im-  Serm. 

IX. 


TV 

pious  and  abfurd  to  attempt  any  likenefs 


to  Almighty  God  the  Supreme  Being; 
fuch  are  the  immenfity,  eternity,  and  the 
other  natural  perfections  of  the  Deity. 
When  therefore  we  are  called  to  the  imi- 
tation of  God,  it  can  only  be  undcrftood 
of  his  moral  perfedions,  his  holinefs,  his 
faithfulnefs,  his  righteoufnefs,  and  above 
all  his  goodnefs  and  mercy,  which  is  now 
particularly  the  fubje^l  of  our  confiderati- 
on  :  for  all  the  love  that  God  has  mani- 
fefted  to  the  children  of  men,  flows  from 
this,  the  mod  amiable  perfediion  of  his 
nature,  which  fheds  a  beauty  and  luftre 
on  his  other  excellencies,  and  makes  him 
in  a  peculiar  manner  the  objedl  of  the  love 
and  adoration  of  his  creatures. 

To  enumerate  the  various  inftances  of 
the  divine  goodnefs,  as  it  is  manifefted  in 
the  works  of  creation,  of  providence  and 
redemption,  and  thus  to  fet  the  divine  ex- 
ample of  love  in  its  proper  light,  is  a  work 

U  2  that 
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Serm.  that  I  dare  not  undertake.  The  fubjeft  is 
I^«  vaft  and  extenfive :  for  where  can  we  turn 
our  eyes  on  the  works  of  God,  or  on  his 
difpenfations  to  mankind,  where  we  (hall 
not  fee  the  moft  confpicuous  marks  of  his 
kindnefs,  benignity  and  love?  The  moft 
exalted  angel  cannot  comprehend  the 
whole;  but  he  muft  be  below  a  man,  who 
fees  not  enough  to  raife  his  wonder  and 
adoration.  T^be  whole  earth  is  full  of  the 
goodnefs  of  the  Lord',  he  has  fpread  it  over 
all  his  works.  This  gave  birth  to  the 
whole  creation,  and  adorn'd  it  with  fuch 
beanty  and  magnificence :  this  preferves 
and  upholds  the  world  in  its  harmonious 
order :  this  gave  life  and  breath  to  every 
living  thing :  this  form'd  our  bodies  in  fo 
wonderful  a  manner,  and  breathed  into 
us  immortal  fouls :  this  hath  holden  us  up 
from  the  womb  -,  hath  given  us  bread  to  eat 
and  raiment  to  put  on,  and  made  us  to  dwell 
in  fafety,  preferring  our  going  out  and  our 
coming  in.  This  giveth  us  rain  from  heaven 
and  fruitful  feafons^  and  flleth  our  hearts 

with 
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with  food  ajid  gladnefs.     This  delivercth  Serm. 
the  poor  when  they  cry,  and  is  the  helper      I^* 
of  them  that  have  no  help  of  man:  this  is 
a  Father  to  thefatherlefs^  a  Judge  of  the  wi- 
dow y  and  the  orphans  Ji ay  in  time  of  need. 

But  how  much  more  furprifing  is  the 
fcene  that  opens,  if  we  turn  our  eyes  to 
the  diipenfation  of  the  divine  love  and 
goodnefs  in  Jefus  Chrift  ?  If  we  view,  on 
the  one  hand,  the  children  of  men  funk 
in  fin,  buried  in  corruption,  haftening 
with  a  fatal  thoughtlefnefs  to  endlefs  mi- 
fery  and  woe :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  fee 
the  bowels  of  the  divine  love  and  compaf- 
fion  move  towards  them,  fending  the  e- 
ternal  Son  of  God  to  undergo  a  courfe  of 
mifery  in  our  nature,  to  pafs  his  life  in 
contempt  and  poverty,  and  to  end  it  by  a 
cruel  ignominious  death,  that  he  might 
heal  the  difeafes  of  our  finful  natures,  re- 
deem us  from  the  power  of  Satan,  hell, 
and  death,  and  reftore  us  to  immortal  life? 
Here  our  minds  are  loft.   This  love  is  too 

great, 
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Serm.     great,  too  wonderful  for  us  to  compre- 
Pll  .  hend  :    and  well  may  we  join  in  the  a- 
poftle's  exclamation,    0/    the  height^   the 
depths  the  breadth  and  the  length  of  the  love 
of  God  in  Chrijl  Jefus^  that  pajfeth  knowledge » 

This  Is  a  faint,  imperfeft  view  of  the 
example  of  love  God  fets  before  us;  upon 
the  review  of  v^hich,  I  am  fenfible,  this 
thought  will  naturally  arife  in  our  minds: 
What  ?  can  weak  corrupted  man  arrive  at 
the  leaft  refemblance  to  fuch  divine  ex- 
cellence ?  Is  it  not  in  vain  to  propofe  a 
ftandard  to  ourfelves  to  which  we  can  ne- 
ver rife  ?- — The  imperfection  indeed  of 
our  natures  makes  it  impoffible  that  this 
virtue  Should  be  in  our  minds,  either  in 
that  boundlefs  height,  or  in  that  unmixed 
purity  that  it  is  in  God.  But  fome  feeds  of 
goodnefs  there  are  in  our  natures,  which 
it  is  our  duty  to  improve  :  no  more  is  re- 
quired of  us,  than  it  is  poflible  for  us  to 
perform  >  and  when  we  have  done  our 
beft,   we  have  done  our  duty.     We  all 

move 
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move  in  a  very  narrow  fphere,  and  *tis  but  Serm. 
a  fmall  part,  even  of  our  own  fpecies,  we      ■^^• 
can  benefit  by  our  love.     Our  various  fta- 
tions  in  the  world  with  refpedl  to  riches, 
power  and  authority,  make  a  difference  as 
to  our  capacity  of  exerting  this  virtue,  and 
confequently  as  to  the  meafures  of  it  which 
are  required  of  us.     This,    however,  is 
certain,  that  every  man  without  exception 
may  have  a  concern  and  affedtion  for  his 
fellow-creatures,  may  wifh  and  defirc  their 
welfare,    and  carefully  avoid  any  thing 
that  may  difturb  or  hinder  it :    this  is  in 
every  man's  power,  however  ftraiten'd  and 
indigent  his  fortune  be ;  and,  if  a  man  be 
really  fo  fituated  in  the  world,   that  he 
cannot  poffibly  exprefs  this  aifeftion  by 
afts  of  beneficence,   the  fincerity  of  the 
afFedion  will  no  doubt  be  accepted  by 
God  5  in  whofe  eye  the  humble  poor  man 
may  be  found  to  have  as  true  and  gene- 
rous a  love  to  mankind,  as  the  moft  be- 
neficent prince. 
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Serm.  But,  if  wc  confider  the  great  extent  of 
this  duty,  and  the  innumerable  ways  in 
which  one  man  may  do  good  to  another, 
we  fhall  find  it  fcarce  imaginable,  that  any 
man  (living  in  fociety  at  leaft)  fliould  be 
placed  in  fuch  circumftances,  that  he  may 
not  have  it  frequen  ly  in  his  power  to  ex- 
prefs  his  love,  by  adions  that  are  really 
ufeful  and  beneficial  to  his  neighbour. 
Were  our  breafts  warmed  as  they  ought 
to  be  with  this  generous  afFedion,  we 
would  find,  that  in  every  flation  of  life, 
our  real  beneficence  might  reach  vaflly 
farther  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine.  How 
much  good  might  even  thofe  of  the  low- 
eft  rank  find  within  their  power?  How 
many  of  their  fellow-creatures  are  there 
to  whom  they  might  be  ufeful,  by  advice, 
inftrucSion,  reproof,  maintaining  their 
good  name,  and  many  other  important 
offices  of  kindncfs,  to  the  performance  of 
which  the  advantages  of  riches  or  power 
are  not  required  ?  All  this,  and  much 
more,  is  within  the  reach  of  thofe  of  a 

middle 
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middle  Nation  in  life.     The  duties  and  Serm. 
good  offices  juft  now  namedmay,  by  them,      ^^' 
be  performed  with  greater  fuccefs,  and  to 
a  greater  extent^  and  befides  thefe,  an  ac- 
tual relief  of  the  poor  and  diftrefled  is  re- 
quired of  them.     For  the  iiril  ftep  a  man 
advances  from  poverty  himfelf,  he  is  ob- 
liged to  look  back  and  give  his  affiftancc 
to  thofe  he  has  left  behind  him.  But  what 
a  fpacious  field  opens  to  fuch  as  are  exalt- 
ed above  others  in  riches  and  power  ?  Here 
lyes  the  true  dignity  and  grandeur  of  their 
fuperior  rank  ;  in  this  confifts  their  chief 
honour  and  happinefs,  that  they  have  it 
for  their  privilege  to  blefs  vaft  numbers  of 
their  fellow-creatures,  and  to  make  per- 
haps a  whole  people  happy.     For  this  fu- 
perior advantage  would  a  truly  virtuous 
man  covet  large  poffeffions,   and  be  am- 
bitious of  power  y    and  for  nothing  elfe 
would  he  afpire  at  a  flation  expofed  to  fa 
numerous  temptations  and  difafters. 


In  the  charadlcr  of  that  good  and  great 
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Serm.  man  *Joby  we  have  a  fliining  inftance,  how 
IX'  far  a  man  of  fuperior  ftation  and  opulent 
fortune  may  render  himfelf  a  public  blef- 
fing;  and  at  the  fame  time,  'tis  obfervable, 
that  he  feems  particularly  afflided  with  his 
indigent  ftate,  when  he  remembers  the 
pleafure  he  formerly  had  in  relieving  the 
diftreffed  and  miferable.  Oh  !  that  I  were 
as  in  months  pafl^  fays  he  in  the  beginning 
of  his  lamentation,  (chap,  xxix.)  as  in  the 
days  when  God preferved  me^  when  I  wajhed 
my  fteps  in  buttery  and  the  rock  poured  me 
out  rivers  of  oil:  when  the  ear  heard  me  ^  the7i 
it  blejfed  me^  and  when  the  eye  faw  me^  it 
gave  witnefs  to  me  ;  becaufe  I  delivered  the 
poor  that  cried,  a?2d  the  father lefs,  and  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him :  the  blejjing  of  him 
that  was  ready  to  peri fh  came  upon  me,  and  I 
caufed  the  widow  s  heart  to  fng  for  joy»  I 
was  eyes  to  the  blijid^  and  feet  was  I  to  the 
lame ;  I  was  a  father  to  the  poor,  and  the 
caufe  which  I  knew  not,  Ifearched  out.  Did 
I  not  weep  for  him  that  was  in  trouble  ?  JVas 
not  my  foul  grieved  for  the  poor  ?  his  loins 
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hkjfedme^  and  he  was  warmed  with  the  fiecce  Serm. 
ofmyfocL  J^ 

This  is  the  moil  divine  and  glorious 
character  man  can  be  adorned  with,  to  be 
as  if  he  were  God's  fubftitute  on  earth,  re- 
lieving the  calamities  of  men,  and  fprcad- 
ing  joy  and  giadnefs  all  around  him,  re- 
ceiving the  blelTings  of  them  he  has  deli- 
vered from  mifery,  and  the  praife  of  every 
good  and  virtuous  foul.  This  is  the  pat- 
tern that  God  has  fet  before  us,  and  thefe 
are  the  meafures  in  which  it  is  poffible  for 
us  to  imitate  him,  in  our  different  fituations 
in  the  world. 

Even  fuppofing  we  were  not  under  any 
ftridt  obligation  to  imitate  the  divine  ex- 
ample, and  that  it  had  not,  as  it  really  has, 
the  nature  of  a  command  upon  us,  there 
are  fome  circumftances  in  the  example  it- 
felf  moft  worthy  to  be  attended  to,  which 
ought  to  have  a  peculiar  force  to  recom- 
mend to  us  the  performance  of  this  duty 
of  mutual  love. 

In 
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Serm»  In  the  firfl  place,  Almighty  God  the 
I-^*  poffeflbr  of  heaven  and  earth,  tho'  he  be 
infinitely  removed  from  any  want,  and  in- 
capable of  receiving  any  addition  of  hap- 
pinefs  or  glory  from  any  of  his  creatures, 
being  all-fufHcicnt  and  perfectly  happy  in 
himfelf,  yet  has  extended  his  love  in  the 
moft  fignal  manner  to  us,  the  race  of  mor- 
tals, who  are  as  nothing  before  him^  even 
lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.  Has  this 
Great  God  jfhown  fuch  kind  affeftion  and 
regard  to  a  rank  of  beings  fo  inconfider- 
able  in  his  fight,  and  fliall  not  we  love 
thofe  of  the  fame  order  and  fpecies,  the 
fame  frame  and  conftitution  with  our- 
felves,  our  friends,  our  brethren  ?  Has  the 
all-fufficient  God  exercifed  his  goodnefs 
towards  thofe  from  whom  he  cannot  re- 
ceive the  leaft  advantage  or  return,  and 
Ihall  not  we  do  good  to  thofe  on  whom 
we  daily  depend  for  their  reciprocal  good 
offices  ?  We  are  weak  indigent  creatures, 
not  only  depending  on  God  for  all  we  en- 
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joy,  but  ftanding  in  need  of  the  help  and  Serm, 
affiftance  of  our  fellow-creatures  on  almoft  IX. 
every  occafion.  What  a  wretched  forlorn 
thing  is  man  in  a  folitary  ftate?  worfe 
even  than  the  beafts  of  the  field  3  fcarce 
would  he  find  wherewithal  to  fupport  a 
decaying  body,  or  prefer ve  an  uneafy  life 
amidfl  the  thoufand  dang-crs  that  furround 
him. 

That  men  arc  form'd  for  fociety,  to 
help  and  be  helped  by  one  another,  the 
circumftances  of  their  bodies,  and  the  fa- 
culties they  are  endowed  with,  abundantly 
declare.  That  this  fociety  cannot  be  pre- 
ferved  without  a  mutual  affedlion  between 
the  members  thereof,  is  alfo  abundantly 
plain.  If  then  wc  had  neither  the  ex- 
ample of  God  to  move  us,  nor  his  com- 
mand to  oblige  us  to  this  duty,  it  were  our 
intereft,  and  confequently  our  duty  to 
pradife  it.  But  when  we  have  a  pattern 
propofed  to  us  by  the  infinitely  great  God, 
who  can  have  no  fuch  intereft,  no  fuch 
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Serm.    advantage  in  view,  and  yet  exercifeth  fuch 

TAT 

"Lr^  .  wonderful  love  to  us,  on  whom  he  is  al- 
together independent;  fhould  not  this  ex- 
cite in  every  breaft  the  like  afie^ion  to 
thofe,  on  whom  fo  great  a  part  of  our 
happinefs  depends,  from  whom  we  daily 
receive  innumerable  advantages,  without 
whom  we  could  fcarce  prefer ve  our  very 
beings  ?  Should  not  the  example  of  a  be- 
neficence fo  noble  and  fo  dilinterefted  in- 
fpire  us  with  the  like  virtue,  at  leaft,  in  a 
cafe  where  our  own  intereft  and  well-be- 
ing are  fo  deeply  concerned  ?  This  fets 
the  reafoning  of  the  apoftle  in  the  text  in 
a  very  ftrong  light,  that  if  God  loved  us^  us 
from  whom  he  had  nothing  either  to  hope 
or  fear,  we  ought  alfo  fo  love  one  another^  to 
love  our  neighbour,  on  whofe  love  to  us 
our  happinefs  or  our  mifery  fo  much  de- 
pends. There  is  another  circumftance  in 
the  divine  example,  which  deferves  our 
confideration  in  the 

Second  place.     Almighty  God  is  good 

unt® 
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unto  all,  even  to  the  moft  undeferving :  Serm. 
He  is  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  to  the  evii:      P^l. 
He  makes  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good ',  and  his  rain  to  defend  on  the  jujl 
and  on  the  unjuji,     Tho*  we  daily  provoke 
him  and  trample  on  his  authority,  yet  he 
continues  to  do  us  good.     The  greateft 
obftacle  to  the  prevalence  of  love  and  good 
underftanding  among  mankind, arifes  from 
the  ungrateful  and  injurious  returns  which 
too  frequently  are  made  us.     This  cools 
our  afFedion  to  our  fellow-creatures,  and 
renders  us  averfe  from  doing  them  ads 
of  kindnefs  and  beneficence.     It  feems  a 
hard  command,   and  fcarce  to  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  by  flefh  and  blood,  to  perfevere  in 
the  exercife  of  love  and  kindnefs  to  thofc 
who  frequently  injure  us  in  the  moft  fen- 
fible  manner.  But  did  we,  my  friends,  du- 
ly confider  the  frailty  and  imperfedion  of 
our  natures,  the  heat  of  our  own  paflions, 
the  falfe  views  which  we  are  apt  to  enter- 
tain of  men  and  things,  by  which  we  our- 
felves  are  prone  to  injure  others,   and  to 

afflift 
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Serm.  afflift  them  in  as  fenlible  a  manner  as  wc 
can  be  afflidled  by  them :  did  we  then  turn 
our  thoughts  on  the  example  of  the  blef- 
fed  God,  who  tho'  infinitely  good  to  us, 
tho'  holy  in  all  his  ways,  and  righteous  in  all 
his  works ^  and  incapable  of  ever  injuring 
or  provoking  his  creatures,  yet  Is  daily  pro- 
voked by  their  impiety  and  rebellion  3  and 
notwithflanding  this  continues  unwearied 
in  doing  them  good :  of  what  powerful 
influence  fliould  all  this  be  to  make  us  pafs 
by  the  petty  offences  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures, when  they  trefpafs  againfl  us,  at  the 
v/orft,  in  a  far  lefs  hainous  manner  than 
we  trefpafs  againft  God  ?  Are  their  offences 
as  numerous  as  ours  are  againft  the  Divine 
Majefty  ?  Dare  we  fay,  that  we  were  never 
guilty  of  the  like  offences  towards  them 
ourfelves  ?  that  we  were  never  injurious  in 
our  refcntments,  nor  unjuft  in  bur  fufpi- 
cions,  nor  violent  in  our  paffions,  and  that 
in  none  of  our  acSions  we  have  done  to 
our  neighbour  what  we  would  be  forry 

he 
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he  fhould  do  to  us  ?  and  fhall  It  then  be  Serm*' 
matter  of  fuch  high  offence  to  us,  that  our  ^-^• 
fellow  creatures  have  the  fame  infirmities 
and  vitious  paffions  with  ourfelves,  that 
we  mufl  inexorably  purfue  them  with 
hatred  and  revenge  ?  Shall  God  forgive  us 
his  ten  thoitfand  talents^   and  ihall  not  we 

forgive  our  brother  his  hundred  pence  ? 

Thus  the  example  of  the  divine  love  to 
men,  confidered  in  every  light,  is  the  moll 
powerful  inducement  and  obligation  to 
brotherly  love  among  ourfelves. 

But  now  to  place  the  argument  of  the 
text  in  another  point  of  view ;  In  thtfeco?id 
place,  the  love  of  God  to  mankind  is  a 
motive  for  mutual  iove,  as  it  lays  us  under 
an  obligation  to  exprefs  our  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  by  loving  our  fellow  crea- 
tures. It  is  eternally  fit  and  reafonable 
that  we  fliould  in  fome  manner  exprefs 
our 'grateful  fenfe  of  the  manifold  favours 
of  God.  But  what  fhall  we  render  to 
him  for  his  goodnefs  and  his  mercy  that 
•  X  endureth 
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Serm.  enduretb  for  ever  ?  He  Is  the  Lord  of 
^^'  heaven  and  earth,  who  is  infinitely  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  own  perfections  : 
our  gcodnefs  extendeth  ?iot  unto  him,  and  we 
cannot  by  all  our  righteoufnefs  profit  God, 
The  only  way  in  which  we  can  fhow  our 
gratitude  is  by  love  and  beneficence  to 
curneighbours;  whatever  is  done  to  them, 
God  interprets  as  done  to  himfelf.  With- 
out this  all  the  praifes  and  thankfgivings 
we  offer  to  him  are  to  no  purpofe  -,  and  at 
the  bottom  are  indeed  but  mere  hypocri- 
fy :  to  do  good  and  to  communicate  are  the  fa- 
crifices  with  which  God  iswell  p/eafed.  This 
is  the  homage,  the  tribute,  he  requires  of 
us  for  all  we  hold  of  him.  When  we  are 
obliged  to  any  of  our  fellow  creatures  for 
any  important  and  confiderable  favour, 
what  a  pleafure  is  it  to  the  man  of  a  ge- 
nerous foul  to  be  able  to  make  the  leaft 
return  ?  how  will  he  fearch  for  opportu- 
nities of  Allowing  that  he  is  not  guilty  of 
the  worft  of  vices,  Ingratitude  ?  If  his 
benefaftor  himfelf  be  above  receiving  any 

fervice 
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fervice  from  him,  how  fond  will  he  be  to  Sf.rm. 
exprefs  his  gratitude  to  his  relations,  his  "^-^• 
friends,  his  acquaintances  ?  how  ready  to 
ferve  any  whom  his  benefactor  recom- 
mends to  him  ?  nay,  to  fhow,  a  morethati 
ordinary  love  and  refped  to  his  very  fer- 
vants  ?  All  this  his  benefad:or  with  the 
greateft  reafon  conftrucls  as  done  to  him- 
felf,  and  is  thereby  fully  affured,  that  were 
he  in  circumflances  that  admitted  of  it, 
the  fame  or  higher  expreffions  of  grati- 
tude would  be  ihown  to  him. 

Now  all  mankind  being  the  children 
and  offspring  of  our  heavenly  father,  to 
whom  we  are  inSnidy  more  indebted 
than  we  can  be  to  the  whole  world  -,  be- 
ing his  friends  whom  he  recommends  in 
the  moil  earneft  manner  to  our  love  and 
favour ;  being  his  fervants  fent  here  upon 
their  Mafler's  work  -,  fliail  we  deny  to 
them,  who  are  thus  related  to  our  heaven- 
ly Father,  the  author  of  all  our  mercies, 
what  we  would  not  refufe  to  thofe  who 

X  2  flood 
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Serm%     flood  in  the  fame  relation  to  any  benefac- 
^^-       tor  on  earth  ?    Theino-ratitude,  the  guilt 
and  folly  of  fuch  condu^  will  ftill  more 
fully  appear,  if  we  confider. 

That  our  heavenly Benefadorbeftows 
thefe  gifts  and  bleffings  upon  us,  not  for 
our  own  fakes  only,  but  with  intention 
that  we  fhould  employ  them  for  the  good 
and  advantage  of  others.  The  happinefs 
of  his  creatures  is  what  God  propofes  in  all 
his  difpenfations  ;  in  this  he  declares  that 
he  delights  ;  'tis  with  a  defign  to  promote 
this,  he  beftows  particular  gifts  and  blef- 
fings on  any  of  his  creatures  ;  and  fo  far 
as  they  do  not  lay  them  out  for  this  noble 
purpofe,  fo  far  they  fruftrate  the  defign  of 
God,  and  as  it  were  alienate  and  embezzle 
the  good  things  he  has  entrufted  them 
with  ;  than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
bafe  and  unworthy. 

Let  us,  for  the  improvement  and  11- 
luftration  of  this  thought,  take  a  fhort 

view 
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view  of  fome  of  the  moft  diftingulihing  Serm. 

IX. 


TV- 
gifts  God  beftows  on  men  ^  let  us  con-      ^^ 


fider  how  God  defigns  they  fliould  be  im- 
proved, and  what  ingratitude  of  confe- 
quence  there  is  in  the  contrary  condudl. 

Has  God  for  inftance  bleffed  a  man 

with  greater  parts,  and  a  higher  meafure 
of  underflanding  and  judgment  than  the 
generality  of  mankind  ?  his  defign  in  it 
is,  and  he  requires  it  of  him,  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  his  owing  that  valuable  gift 
to  him,    that  he  lay  it  out  on  ftudics  and 
inquiries  that  may  tend  to  the  good  of 
mankind.   Thus  men  of  thefediftinguifli- 
ed  endowments  may  be  Angularly  ufeful 
to  others,  by  fcarching  out  methods  how 
their  lives  may  be  render'd  more  agree- 
able and  eafy  to  them  ^  how  their  health 
and  vigour  may  be  preferved  and  reflored; 
how  their  laudable  induftry  in  every  em- 
ployment may  be  crowned  with  fuccefs  ; 
how  trade  and  the  arts  neceifary  to  man- 
kind, and  beneficial  to  their  country,  may 
be  improved  and  carried  on  to  the  bed 

advan- 
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Serm.  advantage,  and  (which  is  the  nobleft 
ftudy  men  of  fuperior  talents  can  be  en- 
gaged in)  hov/  men  may  be  engaged  to 
the  love  of  religion  and  virtue  3  laying 
themfelves  out  to  anfvver  their  objedtions, 
to  remove  their  prejudices,  and  to  con- 
vince them  that  their  happinefs  as  men 
and  members  of  fociety  depends  on  their 
living  foberly^  righteoiifly  and  godly.  By 
fuch  means  as  thefe,  men  of  eminent  abi- 
lities of  mind  have  it  in  their  power,  and 
are  required  to  be  public  bleffings  and  pa- 
triots in  the  nobleft  fenfe.  But  how  mean 
and  unworthy  is  it  in  them  to  throw  a- 
way  their  abilities  on  ftudies  trifling  and 
whimfical,  that  minifter  to  no  purpofe  ex- 
cept to  feed  their  own  pride  and  felf-con- 
ceit  ?  How  monftrouily  ingrateful  is  it  to 
lay  them  out  in  projedling  fchemes  to 
diforder  the  fociety  of  which  they  are 
members,  in  fowing  diffeniion  and  dif- 
cord,  in  blafting  the  reputation  of  their 
neighbour,  and  fuch  other  vile  defigns  ? 
How  fuperlatively  baft  is  it  to  proftitute 

their 
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their  knovvIed2:e  and  learning  in  fruitlefs  Serm. 

^  •  IX 

endeavours  to  fap  the  foundations  of  reli-   .       1^  , 

gion  and  virtue ;  or  their  wit  in  foolifh 
attempts  to  turn  them  into  ridicule  ? 
What  is  this  but  turning  the  gift  of  God 
againft  himfelf,  and  ungratefully  attack- 
ing him  with  his  own  weapons  ? 

Let  us  next,  for  another  inftance,  take 
the  men  advanced  to  power  and  authority. 
God  requires  of  them,  that  they  fhould 
acknowledge  him  as  the  fountain  of  power, 
the  great  Governor  among  the  nations ; 
by  being  the  minifters  of  God  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  by  ftudying  the  wel- 
fare and  happinefs  of  thofe  under  their  au- 
thority ;  by  promoting  peace  and  good  or- 
der ;  by  I'-emoving  ^violence  and  jpoil^  and 
taking  away  exaBions  from  the  people-, 
by  defending  the  poor  and  the  father- 
lefs,  doing  juftice  to  the  afflidled  and  the 
needy,  and  delivering  them  from  the  hands 
of  opprefTors.  As  there  is  no  gift  of  God 
whatfoever  that  enables  a  man,  and  af- 
fords 
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Serm.  fords  him  opportunities  of  doing  more 
,  ^  *   ,  noble  fliininoj  ads  of  beneficence  than  this 
of  power  and  authority,  fo  there  is  no  gift 
beftowed  on  men  with  a  more  exprefs 
condition  that  it  ihould  be  thus  laid  out. 
The  great,    the  only  end  of  government 
is  the  good  of  mankind.     This  therefore 
fhould  be  the  only  end  propofed  by  thofe 
who  are  advaneed  to  it.  And  for  a  man  to 
imagine,  that  he  as  the  particular  favourite 
of  heaven  is  fet  over  a  people,  for  his  own 
fake,  to  purfue  his  own  defigns  -,  that  he 
by  a  divine  right  has  got  the  property  of  a 
whole  nation,  and  may  without  controul 
ufe  them  as  his  flaves  or  his  cattle ;  is  an 
abfurdity  fomonftrous,  that  it  is  furprifing 
how  it  everentred  into  the  mind  of  man. 
How  ungrateful  muft  we  reckon  them, 
who  turn  this  gift  of  God,  defigned  for 
the  fafety  and  protedion  of  mankind,    to 
their  ruin  and  deftrudtion,  by  decreeing^  as 
the  prophet  expreffes  it,  wirighteom  decrees^ 
and  writing  grievoufnefs^  which  they  have 
frefcribed^  to  turn  afide  the  needvfro7n  judg- 
ment^ 
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mcnt^  to  tah  away  the  right  from  the  poor  Serm, 

IX. 


of  my  people y  that  widows  may  be  their  prey^      •^•^' 


and  that  they  may  rob  the  fathei-Jefi,  \ 

I  SHALL  only  mention  another  dilUn- 
guifhing  gift,  and  that  is  riches  and  an 
opulent  fortune,  which  likewife  enables 
thofe  on  whom  it  is  beftowed  to  do  great 
good  to  their  fellow-creatures,  and  which 
is  in  the  fame  manner  to  be  confidered  as 
a  truft  repofed  in  them  for  that  end.  All 
men  being  naturally  equal,  have  an  ori- 
ginal right  to  an  equal  fliare  of  the  good 
things  of  this  world  ;  and  one  main  reafon 
why  God  has  eftablifhed  a  diverfity  of 
condition  among  men  is,  to  give  them  an 
occafion  of  exercifing  this  noble  virtue  of 
goodnefs  and  beneficence,  that  the  rich 
might  honour  him  with  their  fubftance, 
by  being  ready  to  difiribute^  willitjg  to  com- 
mimicate^  dealing  their  bread  to  the  hungry^ 
covering  the  naked ^  and  bringi?2g  the  poor 
that  are  caji  out  to  their  houfes  3  as  every 

'|lfa,  X.  1,3, 
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Serm.    one  hath  recerced  the  gift  of  God,  fo  mi- 
^^'       nijiring  the  fame  one  to  another^    and  ac- 
cording to  the  kindnefs  God  hath  ihown 
to  them,    fo  doing  to  their  neighbour. 
The  thanksgiving  mod  proper  for  the 
rich  man  to  offer  up  to  God  is  this,    that 
God  has  put  him  in  the  bleffed  condition 
of  giving  rather  than  of  receiving.     He 
fliould  remember,  that  tho*  in  the  eye  of 
the  world  he  is  mafter  of  his  own  eftate, 
and  may  give  or  not  as  he  thinks  proper, 
yet  in  reality  he  is  only  the  fteward  of  God 
our  heavenly  Father,    who  has  entrufted 
him  with  fo  much  of  his  treafure  to  dif- 
tribute  to  the  poor  on  earth  according  to 
their  neceffities.     How  unworthy  of  this 
truft  then,  how  ungrateful  mu ft  the  wretch 
be,  who  "wraps  up  this  tale?7t  in  a  napkin^ 
keeps  it  ufelefs  and  unemployed,  and  un- 
mercifully allows  the  children  of  the  fa- 
mily to  ftarve  for  want  of  food  ?    And  how 
bafe  muft:  we  efteem  him,  who  fqaanders 
^way  on  himfelf  in  a  gaudy  magnificence, 
intemperance  or  luxury,  whacGoddefign- 

ed 
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ed   to   be   the  patrimony  of  the  poor?  Serm. 

IX. 


Thus  thefe  great  gifts  of  God,  underiland-      ■^-^• 


ing,  power,  and  riches  ought  to  be  em- 
ployed for  the  good  of  mankind,  if  v/c 
have  any  juft  and  grateful  fcnfe  of  the 
goodnefs  of  God  in  beftowing  them,  and 
of  the  defign  on  which  they  are  beftow- 
ed. 

In  hke  manner  every  other  gift  or  en- 
dowment which  we  poffefs,  fliouldbeirn^ 
proved^and  our  employing  them  to  any 
contrary  purpofeis  fruftrating  God's  graci- 
ous delign  in  beftowing  them,  and  is  em- 
ploying againft  him  what  he  gives  us  to 
be  laid  out  in  his fer vice.  It  is  thus  we  rca- 
fon  in  the  like  cafes ;  when  a  man  is  re- 
tained in  the  fervice  of  his  prince,  eats  his 
bread,  and  daily  receives  marks  of  his 
favour  and  generofity,  what  a  monfter  of 
ingratitude  do  we  reckon  him,  if  he  be 
found  privately  countera(!^ing  the  defigns 
of  his  m.after,  which  tend  to  the  o^ood 
and  advantage  of  the  fubjedts,  if  he  applies 

to 
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Serm.  to  his  own  private  ufe  what  was  dcfigned 
^^'  for  the  public,  and  much  more  if  he  em- 
ploys  to  their  hurt  and  mifery  what  was 
defigned  to  promote  their  welfare  and 
happinefs ;  on  fuch  a  man  we  very  libe- 
rally bellow  the  worft  names.  And  what 
better  is  he,  who  is  daily  fupported  by  the 
kindnefs  of  God  our  great  Sovereign,  and 
receives  diftinguifeing  marks  of  his  good- 
nefs  and  beneficence,  if  he  mifapply  the 
valuable  gifts  that  are  beftowed  on  him, 
if  he  improves  them  not  in  the  way  that 
God  has  defigned  and  required  -,  and  if, 
inftead  of  being  a  bleffing,  he  becomes  a 
curfe  to  his  fellow-creatures  ?  This  is  adt- 
ing  the  traitor  to  his  heavenly  King,  and 
doing  all  in  his  power  to  difturb  the  beau- 
tiful order,  and  deftroy  the  divine  harmo- 
ny of  the  government  of  the  Deity,  which 
in  every  part  of  its  adminiftration  through 
the  whole  univerfe,  is  defigned  to  bring 
about  that  glorious  end,  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

Having 
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Having  now  finiflied  the  firjl  part  of  Serm. 
the  fubje6t,  and  illuftratcd  the  argument      ^■^• 
for  brotherly  love,  which  arifes  from  the 
general  conlideration  of  God's  love  to  man- 
kind, I  proceed  to  xhtfecoftd  general  head, 
which  was  to  fhow,    how  the  particular 
inftance  of  God's  love,  in  fending  his  Son 
into  the  world,    heightens  the  obligation 
we  are  under  to  the  love  of  our  brethren. 

In  order  to  make  this  appear,  the  fame 
reafoning  which  was  before  ufed  muft  be 
applied  here,  drawn  from  the  pattern  fet 
before  us,  and  the  obligations  from  grati- 
tude which  we  are  laid  under. 

In  the  Jirjl  place,  God's  fending  Jefus 
Chrifl  into  the  world,  gives  us  a  more 
bright  difcovery  of  his  goodnefs,  a  more 
perfedt  pattern  and  example  than  we  could 
otherwife  have  had,  and  eonfequently 
lays  us  under  ftronger  obligations  to  imi- 
tate this  goodnefs,  and  copy  after  this  ex- 
ample.    Here  it  might  be  of  ufe  to  confi- 

der 
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Serm.  der  dlftindly  the  imperfednefs  of  our  dif- 
CO  very  of  the  divine  goodnefs  from  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence,  and  to 
compare  it  with  the  fuperior  Hght  with 
which  it  fhines  in  the  work  of  our  re- 
demption. The  goodnefs  of  God  is  no 
doubt  manifeiled  through  the  whole  cre- 
ation. When  we  reflefton  ourfelves,  how 
wonderfully  we  are  framed,  and  how  more 
Avonderfully  preferved  in  being;  when  we 
confider  the  vaft  variety  of  creatures  that 
fill  the  earth,  and  how  thev  are  made  to 
fupply  our  wants,  and  to  miniller  to  our 
pleafure  and  delight ,  when  we  view  the 
rich  beauties  of  the  material  world,  defign- 
ed  to  pleafe  our  fight,  and  infpire  us  with 
harmlefs  joy,  it  would  be  impious  not  to 
raife  our  fouls  in  praife  to  him,  whofe 
goodnefs  has  thus  diflinguiilied  the  chil- 
dren of  men.  But  after  all,  'tis  certain, 
we  now  fee  the  darker  fide  of  things.  Had 
man  continued  in  the  bleifed  ftate  of  inno- 
cence and  virtue,  in  which  he  firft  was 
made,   as  he  had  been  a  worthier  objedt 

of 
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of  the  divine  love,  fo  every  thing  in  him,  Serm. 

TX 

and  all  things  about  him,    would  have         X^ 

more  loudly  proclaimed  the  goodnefs  of 
his  Maker.  But  man  foon  fell,  and  his 
innocence  and  happinefs  ended  together : 
his  ftrength  is  now  weaken'd,  his  days 
are  fhorten*d,  and  he  is  ifoni  to  trouble  as 
the  /parks  jly  upward.  A  train  of  difeafes 
make  havock  on  his  body,  noxious  paf- 
fions  harrafs  his  mind,  the  troubles  and 
calamities  he  is  daily  expofcd  to  render  the 
days  of  the  years  of  his  pilgrimage  both  few 
and  evil.  The  external  frame  of  nature 
feemis  to  have  iharcd  with  man  in  his  fall. 
Famine  and  peftilence,  earthquakes  and 
tempefts,  often  prefent  us  with  difmal 
profpefts,  and  feem  to  deform  the  face  of 
nature. 

These,  and  fuch  things  as  thefe,  in 
fome  meafure  eclipfe  the  divine  goodnefs. 
Thefe  things  making  greater  impreffion  on 
the  minds  of  men  than  the  bleffings  they 
enjoy,  led  fome  of  the  heathens  to  con- 
ceive 
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Serm.  celvc  of  their  gods  as  grievous  and  hurf- 
I^*  ful  to  mankind ,  and  others  to  imagine 
two  different  principles  or  fuperintending 
agents,  one  good  and  kind,  the  author  of 
our  happinefs  3  the  other  cruel  and  ill-na-»- 
tured,  from  whom  flowed  our  mlfery. 
Thefe  opinions,  no  doubt,  were  equally 
abfurd  and  impious,  and  muft  have  pro- 
ceeded from  a  carelefs  partial  view  of  the 
works  of  God,  and  a  grofs  ignorance  of 
his  nature.  Yet  fuch,  it  is  certain,  is  the 
prefent  calamity  of  our  nature,  and  fuch 
our  fituation  in  the  world,  that  the  fove- 
reign  univerfal  goodnefs  can  be  only  im- 
perfedtly  known  from  the  works  of  crea- 
tion and  providence,  as  they  appear  at  pre- 
fent to  our  view. 


But,  if  we  turn  our  thoughts  to  thofe 
difcovcries  made  us  by  revelation  of  the 
love  of  God  to  men  in  Jefus  Chrift,  the 
moft  full  and  complete  exemplification  of 
perfedl  goodnefs  opens  to  us  at  once.  Here 
are  no  clouds  to  darken  the  profpedt,  no 

occa- 
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occafion  of  fears,  jealoufies,  or  doubts,  to  Serm. 
arife  and  perplex  our  minds.     But  the     ^^' 
Deity  is  prefented  to  us  under  the  charac- 
ter of  the  mofl  affecftionate  and  compaffi- 
onate parent,  interpofing  to  refcue  his  crea- 
tures from  extreme  diftrefs,  and  to  reftore 
order  among  his  works,  by  delivering  his 
own  Son  to  the  death,   when  no  inferior 
propitiation  could  anfwer  the  ends  of  ju- 
llice  and  wifdom.     All  the  circumftances 
attending  this  moft  remarkable  difpenfati- 
on  concur  to  heighten  the  idea  it  gives  us 
of  the  divine  gocdnefs.  On  thefe  I  ihall  not 
now  enlarge,  having  lately  illuitrated  them 
in  another  difcourfe  ^^     But  taking  it  for 
granted,   that  in  this  inftance,  far  above 
all  others,    the  divine  goodnefs  is  difplay- 
cd  to  the  view  of  Chriflians,  I  fliall  pro- 
ceed to  fhow  what  force  and  influence  it 
ought  to  have  upon  us,  confidered  as  a 
pattern  of  goodnefs  and  love,  for  forming 
us  to  the  like  fpirit  with  regard  to  our  bre- 
thren of  mankind, 

^^  Vid.  Serm.  VIIL 

Y  In 
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Serm*  In  common  life  there  are  many  things 
^^*  which  we  are  tauo:ht  by  example  and  pat- 
tern ;  and,  where  the  cafe  admits  of  it,  it 
is  juftly  efteemed  the  fureft  and  readieft 
method  of  inftrucftion.  When  a  man  has 
had  the  advantage  of  being  inftrudted  in 
any  art,  by  examples  of  the  moft  noble 
and  complete  kind,  we  reafonably  con- 
clude, that  he  muft  have  failed  in  his  du- 
ty extremely,  if  he  has  not  acquired  fome 
confiderable  knowledge  in  that  art.  The 
perfon,  on  the  other  hand,  who  has  had 
the  misfortune  to  have  a  more  imperfedt 
and  lefs  valuable  pattern  fet  before  him, 
as  we  have  not  reafon  to  expert  fo  much 
from  him,  fo  we  will  not  be  furprifed  if 
he  be  found  defedtive.  This  cafe,  how- 
ever low,  may  perhaps  ferve  to  give  fome 
light  to  the  prefent  fubjedt. 

The  great  defign  of  religion  is  to  in- 
ftrudt  us  in  virtue  and  goodnefs  3  as  a  pro- 
per means  for  this,  we  are  direded  to 
copy  after  the  example  of  the  infinitely 

perfect 
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perfe(5t  God.     Here  then  God  may  be  Serivt.' 
confidered  as   our  mafter  and  teacher  in      ^-^' 
virtue.     He  teaches,  by  fetting  before  us 
the  example  and  pattern  of  his  own  mo- 
ral perfedions.     On  fome  he  bellows  the 
means  of  knowing  thefe  perfections  in  a 
fmaller  meafure  only,   and  in  a  more  dark 
and  imperfedt  way  :     the    pattern    they 
have  to  follow  therefore  muft  be  lefs  per- 
fect.    To  others  he  difcovers  them  in  the 
fulleft  and  brighteft  manner,  and  confe- 
quently  the  example  fet  before  them  is 
more   perfed:  and  complete  ;   God  our 
heavenly  Father  may  be  faid  to  beflow 
more  pains  on  their  inflrudiion  than  on 
the  others  :  and  if  they  who  have  this  fu- 
perior  advantage  make  not  a  fuitable  pr'b- 
iicicncy,   or  if  they  negled  to  copy  after 
the  example  that  is  fet  before  them,  they 
muft  be  vaftly  more  inexcufable  than  o~ 
thers  ;  and,  if  the  negledl  of  the  duty  be 
in  them  more  inexcufable,  their  obligati- 
on to  it  muft  be  ftronger  and  of  greater 
force. 

Y  2  Now 


IX 
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Serm.         Now   in    goodnefs   and   beneficencey 
which  of  all  the  divine  perfedions  is  the 
moll:  glorious  in  itfelf,  and  the  moft  pro- 
per for  our  imitation,  God  inftruds  us,  by 
his  example,  through  the  whole  of  his 
works  and  his  difpenfations  to  the  children 
of  men.     As  we  are  juft  now  fituated,  in 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence  we 
are  prefented  with  a  pattern  lefs  bright 
and  perfedl.     In  the  difpenfatlon  of  the 
divine  love,  in  our  redemption,  we  have 
an  example,  which  in  brightnefs  and  per- 
fedion  infinitely  exceeds  all  we  are  capable 
of  conceiving.     Here  it  is  that  we  are 
taught  in  a  moft  lively  manner,  how  good 
and  merciful  God  himfelf  is,  and  what 
kindnefs  and  love  he  would  have  us  ta 
fhow   to   our   brethren.      In    proportion 
therefore  as  this  pattern  which  wq  enjoy 
is  more  perfedl  than  the  other;  in  the 
fame  proportion  we  are  bound,  by  ftronger 
obligations,   to  copy  after  it  in  love  and 
beneficence  to  our  fellow-creatures :  and 
we  will  be  more  inexcufablc  than  thofe  who 

have 
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have  only  the  lels  perfedl  pattern,   if  we  Serm. 
be  not  thereby  transformed  into  the  ima^e  of     •^-^' 
God^  and  become  followers  of  hijn  as  dear 
children,  perfeB  as  he  is  perfect,  a?2d  mer^ 
ciful  as  our  heavenly  Father  is  mercifid. 
Thus  much  concerning  the  firft  view,  in 
which  we  are  to  confider  this  inftance  of 
the  goodnefs  of  God,  as  it  fets  before  us  a 
pattern  and  example. 

In  thcfecond  place,  God's  love  in  fend- 
ing Jefus  Chrift  into  the  world,   lays  us 
under  particular  obligations  to  love  one 
another,  as  it  is  a  greater  favour  and  blef- 
ling  than  God  had  ever  beftowed  on  man- 
kind,   and   confequently  lays   us   under 
ftronger  obligations  to  exprefs  our  grati- 
tude and  thankfulnefs  to  Almighty  God, 
by  loving  and  doing  good  to  our  fellow- 
creatures.     That  we  are  bound  t©  fhow 
our  thankfulnefs  to  God  for  the  favours 
he  beftows  on  us,  is  a  thing  too  plain  to 
need  any  proof:   and  that  loving  and  do- 
ing good  to  our  fellow-creatures  is  the  beft 

way 
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Serm.  way  of  expreffing  this  thankfulnefs,  is  alfo 
^■^*  abundantly  evident,  and  has  been  illuftrat- 
ed  in  the  preceeding  part  of  this  difcourfe. 
Now  our  obligation  to  gratitude  is  always 
according  to  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
favours  beftowed  on  us  j  and,  if  love  to 
our  fellow-creatures  be  the  beft  way  of 
expreffing  our  gratitude  for  the  favours  we 
receive  from  God,  we  muft  be  bound  in 
a  greater  or  leflfer  degree  to  this  love,  in 
proportion  to  the  nature  and  value  of  the 
bleffings  he  has  conferred  upon  us  3  and 
-  confequently,  if  Jefus  Chriil  be  the  moft 
valuable  gift  of  God,  if  the  bleffings  we 
enjoy  by  him  be  fuperior  to  all  others,  wq 
are  thereby  laid  under  the  higheft  and 
ftrideft  obligations  to  this  love  and  bene- 
ficence. 

I  MUST  not  attempt  in  this  place  to  give 
any  account  of  the  infinite  worth  of  this 
bleffing ;  the  fubjedt  is  too  large  and  ex- 
tenfive.  The  eternal,  the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  was  the  nobleft,  the  moft  be- 
neficial 
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neficial  rift  that  it  was  poffible,  even  for  Serm. 
him,  who  is  the  fountain  of  all  goodnefs,  jJ^^^ 
to  beftow.     By  him  we  are  taught  the 
ways  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs  -,  by  him 
we  are  delivered  from  the  wrath  of  God, 
obtain  the  pardon  of  our  fins,  are  refcued 
from  the  ikvery  of  Satan,  and  advanced 
to  the  dignity  of  being  thefo?2s  of  God.  By 
him  we  are  created  again  unto  holinefs^  and 
made  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the  inherit anee 
of  the  Jaints  in  light  \  and  by  him,  if  we 
are  his  faithful  difciples,  we  are  at  length 
put  in  pofleffion  of  the  crown  of  glory, 
the  celeftial  happinefs  that  fliall  never  de- 
cay.    This,  in  fhort,  is  a  blefling  fo  rich 
and  valuable,  that  from  it  the  apoftle  au- 
thorifes  us  to  draw  this  great  conclufion, 
T^hat  if  God  [pared  not  his  own  Son^  hut  de- 
livered him  up  for  us  all,  how  fhall  he  not 
with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?  As  the 
blefling  is  in  its  own  nature  moft  valuable, 
fo  there  are  certain  circumftances  attend- 
ing  it  which  greatly  contribute  to  en- 
hance its  value  5    and,   by  confequence, 

ought 


[     344     ] 

Serm.  ought  to  increafe  our  gratitude  for  it :  that 
^'  it  was  beftowed  when  we  were  in  circum- 
fiances  moft  deplorable,  and  had  the  leaft 
realbn  to  expe6]:  or  hope  for  fo  great  a 
mercy :  that  it  is  a  bleffing  which,  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  diftinguifhes  the  chil- 
dren of  men  as  the  favourites  of  heaven  j 
not  common  or  promifcuous  like  many 
other  mercies  we  enjoy,  but  a  bleffing  in 
which  neither  the  higher  nor  the  lower 
parts  of  creation  lliare  with  man,  and 
which  was  not  vouchfafed  to  a  much  no- 
bler order  of  beings,  the  angels  who  fell  ^ 
tho'  they  flood  as  much  in  need  of  it  as 

we. By  reafoning  from  this  inilance  of 

divine  love,  above  all  others,  we  fhall  fee 
the  obligations  to  our  duty,  and  the  bafe- 
nefs  of  the  contrary  conducl  appear  in  the. 
ilrongefl  light. 

Let  us  for  illuftration  of  this  take  fome 

pf  the  principal  inflances  of  beneficence 

we  have  occafion  to  {how  to  our  brethren, 

*    ^nd  confider  with  what  cqnvinging  force 

they 
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they  may  be  deduced  from  tlic  principle  Serm'. 
of  gratitude  to  God,  for  his  love  in  lefus      '^• 
Cbnft, 

In  the  fir  ft  place  then,  as  to  the  love 
we  ought  to  fhow  to  our  brethren  in  their 
outward  and  temporal  concerns ;  has 
God  fent  his  Son  into  the  world  to  deliver 
us  from  hell  and  deftrudion,  and  fhall  we 
fcruple  to  relieve  the  miferies  of  our  poor 
indigent  brethren  ?  Is  God  calling  us  to 
immortal  glory  and  happinels,  and/fliall 
not  we  in  return  lend  our  aillftance  to 
make  the  lives  of  our  fellow-creatures  as 
happy  as  poflible  ?  Has  God  beftowed  on 
us  this  heavenly  gift,  the  greateft  he  could 
give,  and  fhall  we  grudge  him  a  part 
of  our  worldly  goods  ?  How  fmall  is  the 
demand,  and  difproportioned  to  the  fa- 
vour !  What  are  all  earthly  poffeffions  to 
the  bleflings  offered  us  in  Jefus  Chrift ! 
And  can  we  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  va- 
lue, if  v/e  think  a  fmall  part  of  our  pc-= 
jrifliing  riches  too  high  a  teflimony  pf  our 

gratitudo 
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Serm.    gratitude  for  them  ?  The  apoftle  ^ohn^  in 
IX*      the  preceeding  chapter  of  this  epiftle,  car- 
ries this  point  much  farther,  verfe   17. 
Hereby  perceive  we,  fays  he,  the  love  of  God ^ 
hecaufe  he  laid  down  his  life  for  us  -,  a?id  we 
ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren* 
A  ftrong  expreffion,  to  denote,    that  we 
are  not  to  reckon  any  thing  in  our  power 
too  much,  whereby  we  may  contribute  to 
the  good  of  our  fellow-creatures^  even  the 
facrificing  our  lives,  if  it  may  tend  to  their 
advantage,    is  no  more  than  what  we  are 
bound  to,   in  return  for  that  love  of  God 
which  delivered  his  Son  to  the  moft  ac- 
curfed  death,    to  redeem  us  from  endlefs 
mifery,    and  pur  chafe  eternal  life.    And 
from  this  the  apoftle,  in  the  next  verfe, 
draws  a  very  evident  conclufion :  But  whofo 
hath  this  world's  goods,  fays  he,   a?id  feetb 
his  brother  have  need,   and  Jlmtteth  up  his 
bowels  of  compaffion  from  him,  how  dwelleth 
the  love  of  God  in  him  ?   The  laying  down. 
of  our  lives  is  an  inftance  of  benevolence 
we  are  feldom  called  to,  the  circumftances 

of 
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of  our  brethren  feldom  requiring  it;   but  Serm.  * 
how  oft  are  they  opprcfs'd  with  want,  even      ■'^• 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life ;  and  {hall  we,  who 
are  obliged  to  devote  our  lives  for  them, 
fcruple  to  relieve  their  necefflty,  when 
we  can  do  it  at  the  cheap  rate  of  beftow- 
ing  on  them  what  to  us  is  fuperfluous  and 
unneceffary  r  Surely  if  we  do,  all  our  pre- 
tences of  love  and  crratitude  to  God  for  his 

o 

amazing  goodnefs  are  empty,  falfe  and  hy- 
pocritical. 


In  the  next  place,  has  God  fhown  fuch 
concern  for  our  fouls,  and  fhall  not  we 
fliow  fome  concern  for  the  fouls  of  others? 
The  great,  the  glorious  end,  for  which  the 
Son  of  God  was  fent  into  the  world,  even 
our  redemption  from  the  power  of  fin  and 
the  llavery  of  Satan,  points  out  to  us,  as  the 
moft  proper  inftance  by  which  we  can  ex- 
prefs  our  gratitude,  the  promoting  the  e- 
ternal  happinefs  and  welfare  of  our  fellow 
creatures.  This  is  the  natural  expreffion  of 
thankfulnefs  for  fuch  a  favour.     And  as 

the 
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Serm.  the  foul  is  more  valuable  than  the  body ;  as 
^^'  the  bleflednefs  of  heaven  is  fuperior  to  all 
worldly  happinefs,  and  the  mifery  of  hell 
more  terrible  than  the  greateft  w^retched- 
nefs  in  this  life  3  fo  the  benevolence  that 
refpedts  the  fpiritual  welfare  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures, vaftly  furpafies  any  klnd- 
nefs  we  can  fhow  them  in  their  outward 
eftate  and  temporal  concerns.  Thus  the 
inftrudling  the  ignorant,  giving  advice  to 
the  weak,  reproving  the  carelefs,  and  even 
chaftning  the  obftinately  wicked,  when 
done  from  a  right  principle,  and  with  pru- 
dence, by  perfons  of  a  proper  character, 
are  works  of  charity  of  a  very  noble  kind. 

Can  any  man  who  himfelf  is  fenfible 
of  the  importance  of  religion,  who  feels 
the  happy  influence  of  it  on  his  own  foul, 
who  knows  the  bleflednefs  of  having 
peace  with  God,  peace  with  himfelf,  and 
the  hope  of  eternal  life  ;  can  fuch  a  man, 
without  the  mofl:  tender  compaflion,  look 
on  his  brother,  whofe  mind  is  blinded  by 
his  iufl:s  and  paflions^  and.  who  is  rufliing 

head- 


[     349    1 

headlong  to  eternal  deftruftion  ?  Will  not  Serm. 
gratitude  to  that  God  who  has  made  fuch  -^^• 
a  blefled  change  on  his  own  foul,  power- 
fully move  him  to  do  all  he  can  to  awaken 
his  brother  from  his  fatal  fl^ep,  to  rouze 
him  from  that  lethargy,  v/hich,  otherwife, 
will  foon  end  in  death  ?  Will  he  not  re-  ^ 
commend  to  him  reheion  and  virtue,  and 
endeavour  to  convince  him,  that  her  waxs 
are  ways  ofpleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are 
peace  ?  Will  he  not  warn  him  of  the  deceit- 
fulnefs  of  vice,  and,  with  all  the  energy 
cf  the  moft  real  and  friendly  concern,  fet 
before  him  the  trifling  imaginary  plea- 
fure,  and  the  vail,  the  terrible  danger 
there  is  in  treading  the  paths  of  fin? 

We  mufl:  however  beware  of  thinkings 
that  by  this  beneficence  to  the  fouls  of 
men,  of  how  exalted  a  kind  foever  in  it- 
felf,  we  may  compound  with  them  for 
fliowing  no  regard  to  their  outward  ne- 
ceflities.  We  mufl  not  think  that  in- 
itruftion  will  ferve  inftead  of  alms  to  the 

beggar. 
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Serm.  beggar,  or  Chriftian  advice  for  bread  to 
^i^^  the  hungry.  No  -,  for  at  this  rate,  all  the 
concern  we  can  fhow  for  their  fpiritual 
welfare  will  pafs  for  a  folemn  piece  of 
hypocrify,  the  artful  cloak  of  a  niggard- 
ly uncharitable  mind  ;  and  we  will  be 
faid  to  love  in  word  mid  in  tongue^  \>\)Xnot  in 
deed  and  in  truth.  But  according  to  our 
feveral  abilities  we  ought  by  relieving 
them  in  their  temporal  wants,  firft  to  con- 
vince them  of  our  love  and  concern  for 
them,  and  then  our  other  endeavours 
will  be  better  accepted,  and  meet  with 
greater  fuccefs.  There  are  many  other 
important  good  offices  to  our  neighbour, 
which  here  might  have  been  mentioned, 
and  deduced  from  the  principle  of  grati- 
tude to  God  for  his  wonderful  love  to  us  ; 
but  the  time  not  allowing  this,  I  come 
now  to  conclude  the  difcourfe  with  a  ge- 
neral reflexion  on  the  whole  fubjedt. 

Here  then  we  have  fet  before  us  the 
moft  excellent  means  of  raifing  and  pre- 

ferving 
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ferving  in  our  fouls  this  noble,  this  gener-  Serm* 
ous  afFedion  of  love  to  our  fellow  crea-  .  ^^* 
tures ;  even  the  ferious  and  devout  con- 
templation of  the  goodnefs  of  God,   that 
love  he  has  manifefted  to  the  children  of 
men  in  all  his  works  and  ways,  but  more 
efpecially   in  Jefus  Chrift.      Were   our 
minds  duly  impreffed  with  a  fenfe  of  the 
divine  goodnefs,  and  did  we  often  raifc 
our  thoughts  to  the  glorious  pattern  here 
propofed,  how  natural  would  it  be  for 
every  ingenuous  fpirit  to  draw  the  con* 
clulion  in  the  text,  if  God  has  fo  loved  usy 

cught  we  not  alfo  to  love  one  another  ? 

How  happy  were  it  for  us,  to  be  in  this 
refped:  Chriftians  indeed,  as  we  are  in 
name  and  profeffion  ?  Our  religion  is  tru- 
ly a  religion  of  love  \  this  is  the  fum  of 
all  it  commands  us ;  this  fhone  moft  con- 
fpicuoufly  in  the  character  of  our  bleffed 
Lord  while  on  earth;  and  this  he  has 
appointed  to  be  the  mark  and  character 
of  his  difciples  to  the  end  of  the  world. 
The  time  has  been,  when  this  virtue  ihin- 

ing 
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Serm,    ing  brightly  in  the  lives  of  Chrlftians  rc- 
^'      commended  their  reli2:ion  to  others,    and 
extorted  praifes  even  from  its  bittereft  e- 
iiemles.  When  the  kindnefe,  the  charity, 
the  love  that  mutually  prevailed  among 
Chriftians  forced  the  learned  heathen  to 
.     conclude,    that  the  dodlrine  v/hich  pro- 
duced fuch  bleficd  effedt's  mull  needs  be 
divine.    But  to  our  ihame,  we  have  fallen 
from  thisfir/l  love  5  we  have  forgot,  or  we 
defpife  the  facred  ties  by  which  as  Chrifti- 
ans we  are  united  together.     The  bene- 
volence of  a  Chriftian,  no  doubt,  ought  to 
be  univerfal,  and  it  is  the  honour  of  our 
religion  that  it  enjoins  love  to  all  men. 
But  it  is  not  in  the  leaft  inconfiftent  with 
this,  that  there  fhould  be  a  particular  lave 
required  between  thofe  that  are  members 
of  the  Chriftian  fociety,  as  there  fubfifts  a 
particular  connexion  among  them.     The 
warmer  affedtions  that  are  between  father 
and  fon,  brother  and  brother,  and  friend 
and  friend,  were  never  thought  inconfift- 
ent with  univerfal  benevolence.     Thefe 

more 
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more  private  afFedlions,  if  well  regulated,  Serm: 
will  rather  difpofe  us  for  the  other  :  and  ^J^^ 
without  thefe  'tis  to  be  feared  there  would 
be  little  of  that   extenfive   love   in  the 
world.     The  Chriftian  religiori  therefore 
requires  nothing  mean  and  unworthy  of 
its  character,  when  it  commands  us  to  do 
good  unto  ally    but  efpecially  to  thofe  of  the 
houjhold  of  faith.     We  are  all  fellow-fer- 
vants  of  the  fame  Lord,  we  are  all  members 
of  one  bodyy   whereof  fefus  Chrijl  is  the 
head'y  a  body  which  God  hathy^  tempered 
together y  that  there  Jhould  be  nofchifm  in  it-y 
that   whether    one  member  fuffer^    all  the 
members  fuffer  with  if-,  or  whether  one  77iem^ 
her  be  honour ed^  all  the  member^  rejoice  with 
it.  *    Have  we  all  one  mafier^  even  Chrijl^ 
and  ihall  we  not  have  peace  one  with  ano-- 
ther  ?  are  we  all  brethren,  and  fhall  we 
not  love  as  brethren  ?  are  we  all  members 
of  one  body,    and  fliall  we  not  join  in  pro- 
moting each  other's  happinefs  and  wel- 
fare ?  fhall  we  not  be  grieved  with  each 
*  I  Cor.  xii,  2  5;  26. 

Z  others 
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Serm.     other*s  pain,  and  mutually  rejoice  in  each 
^^'       other's  health  and  foundnefs  ?  fhall  a  trifl- 
ing  diftin6lion  of  rank  beget  envy  or  con- 
tempt ?  fhall  every  fally  of  paffion   raife 
hatred  and  revenge  ?    (hdll  foolijh  and  u?2' 
learned  quejiions  gender  Jlrife  ?  fhall   the 
too  eager  purfuit  of  riches  and  power  dif- 
turb  that  peace  and  harmony  that  ought 
to  be  among  thofe  who  profefs  the  religion 
of  love  ?  No,  fure  ;  but  let  us  as  the  children 
of  Godj  holy  and  beloved,  put  on  bowels  of 
mercy y  hridnefs,  meeknejs^  long- fuffer ing,  hu- 
mility, forbearing  one  another  and j or  giving 
one  another  \  and  above  all,    let  us  put  on 
charity  which  is  the  bond  ofperfeBnefs  -,  and 
thus  we  fhall  fhew  ourfelves  to  be  the  dif- 
ciples  of  him,  who  has  commanded  us  to 
love  one  another  as  he  has  loved  us. 


The 


The  Charadlers  of  true  and  f  al  sk 
Wisdom. 


LECTURE. 

James  ili.  13. to  the  end. 

V.  13.  Who  is  a  wife  7?2an^  and  endowed  with 
knowledge  among  you  ?  let  himJJxw 
out  of  a  good  converfatio7i  his  works 
with  meeknefs  ofwifdom.  . 

14.  But  if  ye  have  bitter  envying  and 

^ftrife  in  your  hearts^  glory  ?2ot^  and 
lie  not  againfi  the  truth. 

15.  This  wifdora  defcendeth  not  front  ^- 

hove^  but  is  earthly ^fejzfual^  devilifJd, 

1 6.  For  where  envyiiig  and  fir  if e  isy  there 

is  confufion^  and  every  evil  work. 

i  7.  But  the  wifdom  that  is  from  above ^ 
isfirflpure^  then  peaceable^  gentle^ 
and  eafy  to  be  entreated^  foil  of 
mercy  and  good  fruits^  without  par- 
tiality and  without  hypocrify, 

1 8 .  And  the  f nut  of  right  eoufnefs  isfown 
in  peace  of  them  that  make  peace. 

IN  order  to  our  having  a  diftind  view 
of  this  excellent  paffage  of  fcripture, 
Z2  it 
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it  will  be  of  ufe  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
nection of  it  with  what  goes  before,  and 
the  occafion  upon  which  it  is  introduced- 
From  the  beginning  of  the  chapter  the 
apoftle  had  reprefented  with  the  greateft 
eloquence  the  dreadful  wickednefs  of  a 
malicious  unbridled  tongue,  th^it  unruly  evil 
which  is  full  of  deadly  poifon ;   that  world  of 
iniquity  which  defileth  the  whole  body^  which 
fetteth  on  fire  the  courfe  of  nature,  and  is  it- 
felffet  on  fire  of  hell     With  equal  force 
of  reafon  he  fhows,  how  abfurd  and  con- 
tradictory it  isj  that  the  member  which 
we  employ  in  the  heavenly  exercife  of 
bleffng  and  praifing  God,   ihould  ever  be 
proftituted  to  fo  bafe  and  fo  impious  a 
purpofe,   as  the  curfing  and  reviling  thofe 
who  are  made  after  the  fimilitude  of  God ; 
how  unnatural  and  monftrous  it  is,   that 
the  tongue,   which  this  moment  is  cm- 
ployed  in  adoring  the  divine  mercy  and 
goodnefs,  fhould  the  next  be  employed  in 
backbiting  and  llander,    and  cafling  about 
firebrands^  arrows  and  death.  Doth  afoun^ 

tain^ 
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iain^  faith  the  apoftle,  fe?2d  forth  at  the 
fa7ne  place  fweet  water  and  bitter  ?    Can  the 
jig-tree^  my  brethren,  bear  olive-berries^  ei- 
ther a  vine  figs  f  Jo  can  no  fountain  both  yield 
fait  water  andfrejh-,  and  neither  ought  there 
out  of  the  fame  7nouth  to  proceed  blefjing  and 
curfing. 

But  as  the  apoftle  very  well  knew,  that 
how  ftrong  and  juft  foever  thefe  reafon- 
ings  were,  yet  they  would  not  make  fuf- 
ficient  impreffion  on  the  bulk  of  men  5  he 
therefore,  in  the  verfes  which  were  now 
read,  fets  himfelf  to  trace  this  evil  to  the 
fource,  and  to  correft  thofe  falfe  principles 
from  which  all  the  diforders  of  the  tongue 
flow.  Whence  is  it  that  the  tongue  has 
become  the  inftrument  of  fo  much  wic-^ 
kednefs  and  confufion  in  the  world  ?  Is  it 
from  pure  unmixed  malice  ?  Can  we  from 
the  infamy,  difgrace  or  mifery  of  our  fel- 
low-creatures in  themfelves,  reap  pleafure 
or  happinefs  ?  and  are  men  wicked  mere- 
ly from  love  to  wickednefs  itfelf  ?  No;  this 
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IS  a  height  of  vice,  which  our  nature,  fal- 
len and  degenerate  as  it  is,  ought  not  to 
be  charged  with.  But  it  is  pride,  that 
felfifh  paffion,  which  tells  us,  that  by 
every  bright  and  fhining  character  our 
own  is  darkened  and  ecHpfed,  and  per- 
fuades  us,  that  by  blackening  the  charac- 
ters of  others,  our  own  will  appear  in  a 
more  advantageous  light.  It  is  pride  that 
makes  us  blind  to  our  wants  and  failings, 
and  at  the  fame  time  renders  us  quick- 
fighted  in  difcerning  the  fmalleft  imper- 
fedlions  of  others :  and  whence  comes 
this  pride,  but  from  a  conceit  of  fuperior 
worth  and  merit  in  ourfelves,  from  an  o- 
pinion  of  our  being  pofTeffed  of  thofe  good 
qualities,  which  we  defpife  others  for  the 
want  of,  or  of  our  being  free  from  thofe 
faults  and  blemifhes  which  we  obfervc  and 
cenfure  in  others  ? 

Now,  of  all  the  accomplifhments  th^t 
men  value  thcmfelves  upon,  the  endow- 
ments and  abilities  of  the  mind  bear  the 

firfl: 
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firft  place  :  to  thefe,  men  have  thought  fit 
to  give  the  honourable  name  of  wifdom, 
and  it  is  the  conceit  or  afFe(5lation  of  a  fupe- 
riority  in  this  v^ifdom,  which  is  the  great 
fource  of  pride,  as  pride  is  the  fource  of 
thofe  evils  the  apoftle  has  been  inveighing 
againft.  This  bad  effed:  it  had  in  a  re- 
markable manner  on  the  yews,  to  whom 
you  find  this  epiftle  particularly  direfted. 
They  were  fo  excefTively  proud  of  an  i- 
magined  fuperiority  in  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge, that  they  looked  down  on  the  reft 
of  mankind  with  a  difdainful  haughtinefs, 
reviled  them  as  no  better  than  dogs,  and 
judged  them  unworthy  of  their  regard  and 
friendlhip.  Their  dodlors,  who  fpent 
their  time  in  the  ftudy  of  the  law,  ad- 
vanced in  infolence  and  ill-nature,  as  they 
did  in  learning,  expeded  to  be  adored  by 
the  people,  and  treated  with  the  greateft 
bitternefs  and  moft  fcandalous  reproaches 
all  that  oppofed  them,  or  rcfufed  them 
that  profound  refpedl  to  which  they 
thought  thcnifelves  intitled.     Even  thofc 

who 
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who  had  become  converts  to  Chriftianity 
ilill  retained  too  much  of  this  pride,  ma- 
lice and  bitternefs.  Thefe  evil  paffions 
ordinarily  vented  themfelves  in  reviling 
and  calumny,  and  produced  the  greateft 
diforder  and  confufion  in  fociety.  To  put 
a  flop  therefore  to  thefe  pradiices,  fo  in-r 
confiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel, 
the  apoftle  here  examines  this  wifdom  of 
theirs,  and  proves  from  its  producing  fuch 
efFedts,  that  it  muft  be  falfe  and  corrupt, 
earthly i  fenfual  and  devilifh/  And  as  the 
comparing  of  two  contrary  objedls  makes 
each  of  them  appear  in  a  ftronger  light, 
he  fets  the  charaflers  and  effedls  of  true 
wifdom  in  oppofition  to  thofeofthat  wif- 
dom which  they  gloried  in  ^  that  by  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  the  one,  the  de- 
formity of  the  other  might  make  the 
deeper  impreflion  en  their  minds. 

In  the  13th  verfe,  he  addreffes  them 
in  a  general  way,  fVho  is  a  wife  man,  and 
en4^wd  mtfo  knowledge  amongjl  you^  let  him 

Jhew 
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jhew  out  of  a  good  converfation  his  ivorh 
with  meeknefs  of  wifdom.—'Yt  court  the 
name  of  Rabbi,  and  diflinguifh  yourfelve^ 
by  the  title  of  the  wife  men ;  but  is  there 
any  amongft  you,  who  would  appear  emi- 
nent for  wifdom,  and  would  really  deferve 
that  honourable  charafter  you  fo  much 
pretend  to  ?  it  muft  not  be  by  an  extraor- 
dinary proficiency  in  this  or  the  other  piece 
of  learning,  nor  even  by  a  greater  know- 
ledge in  religion  and  the  myfleries  of  the 
law,  that  you  are  to  fupport  this  claim :  it 
muft  not  be  by  affuming  airs  of  fuperiori- 
ty,  and  treating  with  ill-nature  and  con-r 
tempt  thofe  whom  you  think  below  you. 
But  let  him  fiew  out  of  a  good  cowverfation 
his  works  with  meeknefs  of  wifdom.  Let 
him  by  a  good  converfation,  a  life  of  vir- 
tue and  goodnefs,  Ihow  his  works,  the 
efFefts  of  his  wifdom,  in  meeknefs^ 

Tho'  there  is  nothing  men  pretend  to 
more  generally  than  wifdom,  nothing 
which  they  can  bear  worfe  than  the  con-^ 
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trary  character,  yet  there  is  nothing  In 
their  notions  of  which  they  have  been 
more  generally  miftaken.  That  wifdom 
is  the  purfuing  the  worthieft  ends  by  the 
moft  proper  means,  has  indeed  always 
been  acknowledged  -,  but  in  chufing  the 
ends  moft  worthy  of  their  purfuit,  man- 
kind have  too^generally  failed,  and  thus 
have  catched  at  fhadows  inftead  of  the 
fubftance.  As  the  worthieft  end  that  can 
be  purfued  by  a  rational  creature  is  the 
perfedion  and  happinefs  of  his  nature ;  as 
the  proper  means  for  this  is  the  improve- 
ment of  himfelfin  virtue  and  goodnefsj  fo 
the  only  valuable  wifdom  muft  lye  in  the 
purfuit  of  happinefs,  by  the  pradlice  of 
hohnefs  and  virtue.  This  is  what  the  a- 
poftle  here  expreffes  by  a  good  converfa- 
tion-,  and  this  is  the  notion  of  true  wifdom, 
which  is  given  us  in  the  word  of  God.  Be- 
hold the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  wifdom y  and  to 
depart  from  evil  is  miderjianding.  The  wif- 
dom of  the  prudent  is  to  under jland  his  way. 
I  lead  in  the  way  of  righteoufnejs^  faith  Wif- 
dom, 
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(lorn,  in  the  midft  of  the  paths  of  judgment  ^y 
pride  and  arrogance,  and  the  evil  way  and  the 
froward  month  do  I  hate.  All  the  other  qua- 
lifications which  the  world  have  dignified 
with  this  name,  are  only  valuable,  when . 
they  are  accompanied  with  this,  and  con- 
duce to  it  as  their  great  end.  The  man 
of  clear  underflanding  andextenfive  learn- 
ing has  commonly  pafs'd  with  the  world 
for  a  wife  man,  and  the  man  who  has 
the  dexterity  of  managing  the  bufinefs  of 
life  with  art  and  prudence  we  commonly 
honour  with  the  fame  charader.  But 
thefe  qualities  are  not  of  themfelves  fuf- 
ficient  to  denominate  the  poffelTors  of 
them  truly  wife.  The  men  of  the  greateft 
abilities  may,  and  often  do,  lay  out  thcfe 
abilities  in  defigns  the  mod  bafe  and  per- 
nicious  -,  and  the  art  of  managing  worldly 
affairs  is  too  commonly  employed  in  ovcrr 
reaching  and  taking  the  advantage  of  thofe 
we  deal  with,  and  frequently  deferves  the 
nameof  knaviih  cunning,  rather  than  wif- 
dom.  But  if  a  man  employ  his  knowledge 

and 
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and  judgment  in  regulating  his  own  con^ 
dudt  according  to  the  rules  of  virtue,  in  ad- 
vancing the  glory  of  God,  and  the  welfare 
of  his  fellow-creatures  ^  if  he  lay  out  his 
talent  for  bufinefs  in  promoting  what  is 
juft  and  laudable,  in  relieving  the  op- 
prefs-d,  and  fupporting  the  interefts  of  e- 
quity,  mercy  and  truth  in  the  world,  then 
only  it  becomes  that  true  wifdom,  which 
is  the  greateft  ornament  of  our  nature. 

A  PROFOUND  knowledge  in  religion,  and 
ikill  in  nicely  determining  cafes  of  their 
law,  was  the  wifdom  of  the  Jewifh  doc- 
tors :  but  of  what  ufe  was  all  this  know- 
ledge, if,  in  proportion  to  it,  their  hves 
were  not  more  holy  and  righteous,  and 
more  conformed  to  thofe  precepts  they 
had  fo  much  ftudied  ?  Knowledge  in  reli- 
gion is  neceffary  to  regulate  our  pradice  in 
it  5  but  if  we  apply  it  not  to  this  purpofe, 
it  can  be  of  no  other  ufe,  but  to  render  our 
condemnation  the  greater ;  as  it  is  the 
mifimprovement  of  greater   advantages. 

Therefore^ 
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Therefore,  fays  the  apoftle,  7^  there  any 
man  endowed  with  knowledge  among  you  ? 
this  knowledge  is  good  for  nothing,  if 
he  cannot  {how  the  efFefts  of  it  by  a  good 
cojiverfation ',  and  this  good  converjationy 
by  which  we  are  to  lliow  our  wifdom,  in 
which  true  wifdom  really  confiftsjmuft  be 
accompanied  with  meeknefs.  Let  himjhew 
GUt  of  a  good  converjation  his  works  with 
meeknefs  of  wifdom. 

As  meeknefs  itfelf  is  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  virtuous  charadler,  fo  it  cafls  a 
beauty  and  grace  on  all  the  other  parts  of 
it.  It  is  an  ornament^  which  in  the  fight  of 
God  is  of  great  price^  and  a  conftant  atten- 
dant of  true  wifdom.  The  truly  wife  man. 
will  fo  rule  his  own  fpirit,  as  to  think 
humbly  of  himfelf^  to  love,  regard,  and 
honour  his  fellow-creatures  ^  will  not  be 
filled  with  pride,  ill-nature  and  froward-^ 
nefs ;  but  infpired  with  moderation  to- 
wards all  men,  fo  that  in  lowlinefs  of  mind 
he  will  efteem  another  better  than  himfef^ 
will  be  ready  in  honour  to  prefer  him^  and 

tho' 
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tho'  Jlrong^  will  hear  the  hifirmities  of  the 
weak.  It  is  only  falfe  wifdom  which  is  con- 
fiftent  with  wickednefs  and  folly,  which 
is  produftive  of  pride  and  ill-nature,    and 
is  feldom  to  be  found  without  them.  How 
oft  may  we  fee  men,  by  fuperior  attain- 
ments in  learning,  and  a  conceit  of  brighter 
parts,  fo  fwelled  with  pride  and  arrogance 
as  to  become  intolerable  to  thofe   they 
converfe  with  ?  Tho'  meeknefs  and  mo- 
defty  be  the  amiable  qualities  that  fet 
off  fuperior  endowments,  and  make  them 
valued  and  admired  by  the  world;  yet 
there  is  nothing  more  certain  than  the 
apoftle's  fentence,    that  knowledge  puffeth 
tip  ;  fills  men  with  pride,  and  an  infolent 
contempt  of  the  reft  of  the  world.     The 
apoftle  therefore  very  juftly  lays  down  this 
particular  quality  of  meeknefs  as  the  di- 
ftinguifliing  mark,  by  which  we  may  dif- 
cern  between  true  and  falfe  wifdom,  the 
one  being  always  accompanied  with  it, 
and  the  other,  for  the  moft  part,  with  the 

quite 
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quite  oppofite  qualities,  which  the  apoftlc 
goes  on  to  (hew  in  the 

14th   Verse.     But  if  ye  have  bitter 
■envying  and  Jlrifein  your  hearts y  glory  noty 
end  lie  not  againfl  the  truth.  If  that  wifdom 
of  yours  beget  envy  ^nd  ftrife,  inftead  of 
meeknefs,  glorj  not  •,  value  not  yourfelves 
too   highly  on   your  poffeffing   it,    nor 
flatter  yourfelves,  that  it  is  fo  excellent  an 
attainment.  Lie  not  againjl  the  truth -y  that 
is,  pretend  not  that  it  is  the  true  wifdom, 
which  deferves   the  approbation  of  our 
own  minds,  and  the  higheft  regard  and 
honour  from  mankind.   Nothing  is  iiiore 
certain,    than  that  the  falfe  wifdom,    of 
which  virtue  makes  no  part,  is  frequently 
produftive  of  the  wbrft  difpofitions,  and 
efpecially  of  envy,  that  noxious  paffion, 
which  is  poifon  to  every  good  quality  of 
the  heart  \  and  which  indeed  of  all  oUr 
paffions  is  the  vilefh  in  its  nature,  and  the 
moft  dangerous  in  its  confequences.  Wrath 
is  cruel^  anger  is  outragious^   but  who  can 

fiand 
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Jland  before  envy'?  Does  any  of  their 
fellow-creatures  excel  or  but  rival  thcfe 
pretended  wife  men  in  fame,  for  thofe  ac-» 
compliiliments  to  which  they  lay  claim  ? 
Their  proud  hearts  cannot  bear  it ;  they 
begin  to  look  upon  him  with  a  malicious 
eye,  and  their  fecret  grudge  foon  breaks 
out  in  all  the  arts  of  reproach  and  calum- 
ny to  leffen  his  charadter  3  they  queftion 
his  attainments  as  falfe  and  fuperficial, 
and  leave  no  way  untried  to  rob  him  of 
the  efteem  and  refpedt  of  the  world.  This 
hitter  en'vying  naturally  htgtX.^  Jirife^^  de- 
ftroys  that  peace,  friendifhip  and  good  un- 
derftanding  which  fweetens  fociety,  and 
in  the  room  of  thefe  produces  enmity  and 
contention.  In  how  many  inftances  may 
we  fee  the  ambitious  purfuit  of  reputati- 
on for  this  falfe  wifdom  followed  with  all 
thefe  mifchievous  effefts?  Men  who  from 
their  childhood  have  been  companions 
and  friends,  when  their  charadters  come 
to  be  oppofed  to  each  other,  and  the  world 
is  putting  the  queftion,  who  has  the  fu- 
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periority,  will  then  begin  to  (how  a  fen- 
fible  coldnefs  to  each  other :  their  mu- 
tual confidence  ceafes,    their  friendly  in- 
tercourfe  is  at  an  end,  and  by  degrees  their 
former  friendfliip  degenerates  into  an  in- 
veterate enmity  5  and  yet  thefe  very  men 
will  glory  in  their  wifdom,    and  all  the 
quarrel  is,   that  the  one  pretends  to  have 
more  than  his  neighbour  of  that  which 
with  the  men  of  the  world  paffes  under 
that  term.  But  tho'  they  hzv^faid  they  will 
he  wife^  yet  it  is  far  from  them^  for  their 
fooliJJmeJs  hath  perverted  their  ways^  and  the 
thoughts  of  their  hearts  are  vanity. 

For  this  wifdom  which  occafions  fuch 
Jlrife  and  envying^  verfe  15,   defcendeth  not 
from  above y  but  is  earthly^  feiifuai^  devilifh. 
It  is  not  the  true,  the  heavenly  wifdom 
which  affimilates  us  to  God,  of  which  he 
is  the  moft  perfefl:  pattern  ;  of  which,  he 
is  the  fountain  and  fource  >  and  which,  by 
the  benign  influences  of  his  grace,  is  be- 
got and  nouriHied  in  the  minds  of  men. 
But  it  is  earthly :  as  things  in  a  figurative 
A  a  way 
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way  are  faid  to  be  heavenly^  when  they 
are  of  a  noble  exalted  kind;  fo  in  oppofiti- 
on  to  this  charadler,  when  any  thing  is 
faid  to  be  earthly y  it  denotes  the  lownefs, 
meannefs  and  bafenefs  of  its  nature.  And 
this  wifdom  is  not  only  earthly^  in  this 
fenfe,  as  there  is  nothing  heavenly  or  ex- 
cellent in  its  nature;  but  as  it  has  no 
higher  aim  than  attaining  the  honours 
and  profits  of  the  prefent  life,  and  is  mov- 
ed by  a  vain  ambition  for  fame  and  re- 
putation, or  a  meaner  paffion  after  riches 
and  wealth  ;  while  the  true  wifdom  has  a 
nobler  aim,  and  a  more  exalted  view,  and 
by  the  purfuit  of  virtue  and  goodnefs  here, 
afpires  at  that  happinefs,  which  conlifls 
in  the  perfedlion  of  virtue  and  goodnefs 
above :  Tbe  way  of  life  is  abo^e  to  the  wife 
to  depart  from  hell  beneath,        ^ 

Zenfual'y  The  word  fo  rendered  is  com- 
monly in  the  new  teftament  tranflated 
naturaL  The  ftattiral  man  receiveth  not 
the  things  of  the  Jpirit  of  God-,  and  the 
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meaning  here  muft  be,  that  it  Is  a  wifdom 
that  can  only  take  place,  while  our  na- 
tures are  corrupted,  and  before  they  are 
fandified  by  the  fpirit  of  God;  a  wifdom 
which  is  not  \hc  fruit  of  the  fpirit,  but  of 
the  flejij  which  lufteth  againft  the  fpirit ; 
among  the  works  of  which  the  apoftle 
numbereth  hatred ^  variance^  emulation^ 
"Vjrath^JIrife  and feditiom. 

But  this  wifdom  is  not  only  earthly  and 
fenfuaU  but  devilijh.  As  every  good  gift  and 
valuable  quality  is  in  the  new  teftament  a- 
fcribed  to  the  influence  of  the  divine  grace, 
fo  the  contrary  difpoficions  and  effefts  are 
afcribed  to  and  reprefcnted  as  flowing  from 
an  oppofltc  principle  j  even  the  power  of 
evil  fpirits  in  our  minds.  But  without  con- 
fining it  to  this  view,  this  charadler  of  the 
falfe  wifdom  may  be  explained  as  denot- 
ing that  it  infpires  us  v/ith  ill-nature,  malice 
and  cruelty^  and  thus  gives  us  a  great  re- 
femblance  to  thofe  fallen  angels,  who 
having  irrecoverably  forfeited  their  own 
A  a  2  happinefsj 
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happinefs,  delight  in  deftroying  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  others.  To  prove  that  this 
wifdom  which  begets  Jrife  and  envy  de- 
ferves  thefe  bad  charaders  he  had  given  of 
it,  the  apoftle  fubjoins  in  the 

1 6  th  Verse,  For  where  envying  and  fir  if e 
tSy  there  is  confujion  and  every  evil  work. 
Such  is  the  mifchievous  nature  of  envy 
and  ftrife,  that  w^hen  they  have  taken 
pofleffion  of  mens  hearts,  they  deflroy  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  their  hves,  produce  the 
greateft  tumults  and  diforders  in  fociety, 
and  lead  men  to  the  commiffion  of  all 
manner  of  wickednefs.  How  miferable 
mufi:  he  be,  whofe  mind  is  harrafs'd  with 
thefe  uneafy  pafiions  ?  The  man  of  a 
friendly  benevolent  temper  enjoys  a  fweet 
calm  in  his  own  mind;  he  is  happy  in 
the  happinefs  of  thofe  about  him;  he 
reaps  a  fenfible  pleafure  and  joy  from  the 
welfare  of  his  fellow-creatures,  and  thus 
has  a  double  fource  of  peace  and  delight. 
As  for  the  envious  man  on  the  other  hand, 

the 
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the  profperity  and  welfare  of  thofe  around 
him  is  to  him  gall  and  bitternefs,  and 
biafts  the  comfort  he  might  othervvays 
have  in  the  moll  favourable  fituation  of 
life.  His  turbulent  and  vitious  paflions 
allow  him  no  refl,  but  unweariedly  pufli 
him  on  from  one  dark,  contrivance  to  an- 
other. And  the  bad  confequences  of  thefe 
paffions  are  not  confined  within  his  own 
breaftj  but  produce  the  greateft  difturb- 
ance  in  fociety,  for  where  envying  and 
ftrife  isy  there  is  confiifion. 

How  oft  may  we  fee  the  pride  and 
ambition^  the  envious  feditious  temper  of 
one  fingle  man,  fet  a  whole  people  in  a 
flame ;  and  that  which  was  originally  but 
a  quarrel  between  two  private  perfpns,  di- 
vide a  nation  into  parties,  and  ferment  into 
the  greateft  heat,  noife  and  tumult?  Could 
we  trace  back  to  their  fir  ft  fprings  thofe 
inteftine  wars  that  break  the  peace  of  na- 
tions, we  would  find  them  to  have  arifen 
from  private  contentions  and  aniniofities 

reigning 
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reigning  at  firft  in  the  breafts  of  a  few  men, 
but  which,  hke  fire  fpreading  by  degrees, 
at  length  produce  a  general  conflagration. 
Thefe  more  fecret  fprings  will  no  doubt 
be  carefully  hidden,  and  the  moft  fpecious 
pretences  will  be  given  out  to  draw  others 
into  the  contention  ;  religion,  liberty,  and 
every  thing  that  is  valued  and  efteemed 
by  men,  will  be  brought  into  the  caufe, 
and  even  peace  itfelf  will  be  brought  up- 
on the  field  to  countenance  confufion 
and  war;  while,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
vain  ambition  or  unbounded  avarice  of 
fome,  and  t^e  envy  and  ftrife  of  others, 
is  at  the  bottom  of  all. 

But  flrife  and  envy  produce  not, only 
confulion^  but  every  evil  work.  How  juftly 
the  apoftle  has  added  this  claufe,  every 
one  will  fee,  who  refleds  to  what  an  ex- 
traordinary height  of  wickednefs  men  fre- 
quently arife,  in  thepurfuitof  thofe  contefts 
occafianed  by  their  envy  and  ftrife.  Alf 
the  arts  of  flander,  defamation  and  calum- 
ny 
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iiy  will  be  put  in  pra<ftce  ;  corruption  and 
falfhood,  partiality  and  injuftice,  nay  vio- 
lence and  oppreflion  will  go  eafily  down^ 
if  they  but  feem  to  tend  to  the  advantage 
and  fuccefs  of  their. defigns  3  defigns  bafe 
beyond  all  doubt,  when  brought  about  or 
fupported  by  fuch  execrable  means.  Can 
then  a  quality  which  has  fach  pernicious 
effedls,  and  which  gives  birth  to  fuch 
corrupt  difpciitions,  delcend  from  above  ? 
Can  hatred  and  envy  come  from  him  who 
is  love  ?  or  ftrife  and  confufion  from  the 
God  of  peace  and  order  ?  Can  that  which 
gives  rife  to  fo  much  wickednefs  proceed 
from  him  whofe  name  is  hoh\  all  lohofe 
ways  are  righteoufnefs  and  truth  ?  Can  that 
deferve  the  name  of  wifdom,  which  robs 
our  fouls  of  reft  ?  which  raifes  a  thoufand 
uneafy  paffions  in  our  breafts,  and  is  in- 
confiftent  with  the  peace  and  happinefs 
of  our  fellow-creatures  ?  How  great  is 
the  degeneracy  and  corruption  of  man- 
kind !  There  is  nothing  worthy  and  ex- 
cellent which   they  have  not  defaced, 

haviS 


[     376     ] 
have  not  preverted  into  a  fort  of  confor- 
mity with  their  own  vitiated  minds.     Re- 
ligion and  wifdom  were  things  too  vener- 
able to  be   entirely  exploded  j  but  men 
have  found  means  to  make  religion  con- 
liftent  with  wickednefs,  and  wifdom  with 
vice  and  folly ,  to  turn  religion  into  the 
fuperftitious  obfervance  of  rites  and  cere- 
monies,   and  entirely  to  exclude  virtue 
from  the  notion  of  wifdom ;  that  tho' 
they  had  no  pretenfions  to  religion  and 
wifdom  itfelf,    they   might   at   leaft   be 
flattered  with  the  honourable  name. 

The  apoftle  having  laid  before  us  the 
bad  confequences  of  thofe  perverfe  notions 
which  prevailed  in  the  world,  and  having 
givenajuft  account  of  the  nature  and  ef- 
feds  of  that  falfe  and  fpurious  wifdom,  in 
which  the  men  of  the  world  are  ready  fo 
much  to  glory ;  in  the  next  verfe  opens  to 
us  a  fcene  more  delightful  and  agree- 
able» 

Verse 
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Verse  17th.  But  the  wifdom  ^which  zs 
from  above   is  jirjl  pitre^   then  peaceable, 
ge?itle  and  eafy  to  be  eiitreated^  fidl  of  mer- 
cy and  good  fruits^  ivithout  partiality^  and 
without  hypocrify.  Here  all  I  can  propofe,  is^ 
iliortly  to  hint  at  what  may  be  meant  by 
thefe  different  charadlers  of  true  wifdom. 
The  general  defcription  of  it  is,   that  it 
defcendetbfrom  above :  the  import  of  which 
will  be  fufficiently  underftood,   by  what 
has  been  already  faid  under  the  1 5th  verfe* 
Some  indeed,  by  this  wifdom  that  \%from 
above ^  do  not  underftand  wifdom,  as  it  is 
an  excellent  quality,  habit  or  principle  of 
virtue  in  the  foul  \  but  take  the  apoftle 
here  to  be  giving  the  charafters  of  the 
Chriftian  religion,  of  that  doclrine  of  mo- 
rality which  Jefus  came  down  from  hea- 
ven to  teach  the  world,    in  oppoiition  to 
that  corrupt  morality  taught  and  pradlifed 
by  the  3^^w//7j  teachers,  which  they  think 
he  had  before  reprefented  as  the  wifdom 
which   defcendeth  not  jrom  above ^   but  is 
earthly^  fenfual  and  devilifi. 
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The  ancients,  when  fpeaking  of  any 
valuable  art  or  difcovery  highly  beneficial 
to  mankind,  commonly  deduce  its  origin 
from  heaven,  and  acknowledge  that  they 
owed  it  to  the  teaching  of  the  gods.  Thus 
fire  is  faid  to  have  been  flolen  from  hea- 
ven ;  the  ufeful  arts  of  agriculture,  and 
fuch  like,  are  afcribed  to  the  direction  of 
fuch  and  fuch  particular  deities;  and  phi- 
lofophy  itfelf  is  faid  to  have  come  down 
from  heaven.  Whether  they  really  be- 
lieved that  they  owed  every  bleffing,  every 
valuable  piece  of  knowledge  to  the  good- 
nefs  of  their  gods,  and  the  kind  interpo- 
fition  of  heaven  -,  or  whether,  by  thefe 
ways  of  fpeaking,  they  would  only  exprefs 
the  excellency  of  the  things  themfelves, 
needs  not  be  inquired  into.  But  here,  in 
both  thefe  fenfes,  may  it  be  faid  of  true 
wifdom,  that  it  defcendeth  from  abovCy  as  it 
is  highly  excellent  in  itfelf,  and  as  it  is  the 
gift  of  him  who  pojfejjed  wifdom  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  his  ways^  before  his  "works  of  old ^y 
who  underftandeih  the  way  and  knoweth  th? 
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■pi ace  thereof -y  who  giveth  ivifdom  to  the 
loife^  and  knowledge  to  the?n  that  kfiow  un- 
derfianding.  And  indeed  it  muft  be  own- 
ed, that  many  of  the  properties  of  the  true 
wifdom  are  very  applicable  to  the  Chrifti- 
an  revelation.  It  cometh  from  above,  in 
the  moft  excellent  fenfe^  it  is  not  the  pro- 
dudl  of  impofture,  the  invention  of  crafty 
prieils  or  dcfigning  politicians,  but  came 
from  him  who  "was  in  the  bofomofth^  Fa^ 
ther^  and  appeared  on  earth  to  reveal  him 
to  the  children  of  men  ;  who,  by  his  won- 
derful works,  his  holy  life,  and  his  divine 
precepts,  proved  himfelf  to  be  a  teacher 
come  from  God.  Again,  as  the  defign 
and  natural  tendency  of  the  religion  of 
Chrift  is  to  make  us  holy,  peaceable,  mo- 
derate, merciful  ai:id  beneficent,  thefe 
charafters  may,  in  a  figurative  way,  be 
applied  to  the  religion  itfelf. 

But  as  fome  other  of  thefe  epithets 
cannot,  without  much  force,  be  applied 
to  any  body  and  fyftem  of  precepts,    we 
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chufe  to  confider  them  in  the  fame  light 
in  which  wc  have  already  taken  the  cha- 
radters  of  the  falfe  wifdom,  as  marks  and 
properties,  or  diftinguiHiing  eftecSs  of  a 
certain  quality  in  the  foul ;  as  charade- 
riftics,  by  which  we  may  know,  whether 
we  be  endowed  with  that  true  wifdom 
which  Jefus  Chrift  has  inftrufted  us  in, 
and  which  is  the  efFed:  of  the  Spirit  work- 
ing on  our  fouls. 

This  wifdom,  then,  is  fr-jl pure  or  chaft» 
That  is  faid  to  be  pure  and  chafte  in  its 
kind,  whofe  natural  iimplicity  or  beauty, 
goodnefs  or  excellence,  is  not  polluted  or 
tainted  by  the  addition  or  mixture  of  any 
thing  that  can  defile  or  debafe  it.  When 
applied  to  the  foul  and  its  affedions,  it 
denotes,  that  the  beauty  of  the  foul,  that 
is  its  innocence  and  virtue,  is  not  corrupt- 
ed and  deformed  by  any  irregular  defires 
and  vicious  appetites.  The  wifdom  which 
the  Jewip  teachers  valued  themfelves  up- 
on, and  which  the  generality  of  mankind 
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are  ready  to  be  fo  fond  of.  Superiority  in 
knowledge  and  the  abilities  of  the  mind, 
is  in  its  own  degree  a  very  valuable  quali- 
ty, if  it  be  pure  and  chafie  ^  that  is,  if  it 
be  not  attended  with  pride  and  an  over- 
bearing opinion  of  a  man*s  felf ;  if  it  be 
not  productive  of  env)\  firifey  conjufion^ 
and  every  evil  work ;  but  being,  as  is  too 
frequently  the  cafe,  joined,  and  as  it 
were  blended  with  thefe  bad  qualities,  it 
lofes  its  purity,  and  confequently  its  ex- 
cellence. But  the  wifdom  which  is  from  a- 
hove  is.  not  mixt  with  any  vicious  paflion, 
is  incapable  of  being  moved  by  any  wrong 
principle,  or  of  propofing  to  itfelf  any  end 
that  is  unworthy  or  mean.  As  it  is  pure 
and  excellent  in  itfelf,  fo  it  is  pure  in  its 
defigns,  and  pure  in  all  the  means  it  ufes 
in  bringing  about  thefe  defigns.  As  it 
propofes  a  higher  aim  than  the  acquifition 
of  the  riches,  honours,  or  pleafures  of  the 
prefent  life  ^  as  its  defigns  are  more  ge- 
nerous and  noble  than  thofe  of  the  falfe 
wifdom,  fo  it  cannol:  i  .'rfue  thefe  defigns 
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by  thofe  bafc  arts  of  diflembling  and  equU 
vocation,  ill-nature  and  malice,  ftrife  and 
contention,  thofe  ordinary  means  by 
which  the  pretended  wife  men  of  the 
world  carry  on  their  favourite  deiigns. 
The  truly  wife  man  will  never  do  evil 
that  good  may  come  of  it,  or  perfuade 
himfelf  that  the  goodnefs,  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  end  will  fandify  the  means,  how- 
ever bafe  and  dilhonourable. 

Having  mentioned  this  more  general 
property,  the  apoille  proceeds  to  thofe 
which  are  m6re  particular.  It  is  obferv- 
able,  that  he  gives  the  wifdom  that  is  from 
above  this  eharadler  of  pure,  with  an  em- 
phafis,  jirji  pure,  and  tken^  fays  he,  peace- 
able  'y  intimating  to  us,  that  whatever  qua- 
lifications a  man's  wifdom  may  feem  to 
have,  it  could  not  be  from  above,  unlefs 
it  were  in  the  firft  place  pure\  that  this  is 
a  qualification  fo  fundamental,  fo  necefTa- 
ry,  that  all  the  reft  would  be  deficient 
without  it.      Fcace^  gentlenejs^   and   the 

others 
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others  that  follow,  arc  indeed  excellent 
qualifications  of  wifdom  -,  but  unlefs  there 
be  purity  alfo,  the  charafter  of  the  divine 
and  heavenly  wifdom  will  not  be  completCo 

The  wifdom  that  Is  from  above  Ispeace- 
able.  As  this  wifdom  is  pure  and  untaint- 
ed with  any  vicious  paffions,  fo  it  muft 
needs  be  peaceable;  for,  whetice^  faith  the 
apoftle  at  the  beginning  of  the  following 
chapter,  cofue  wars  and  fightings  among  you? 
come  they  not  hence  ^  even  from  your  lufis  that 
war  in  your  members?  The  truly  wifemaa 
will  abhor  contention,  and,  if  it  be  pojjtbk, 
as  much  as  in  him  lyes^  will  live  peace-- 
abh  with  all  men.  The  wifdom  which  is 
moved  by  pride  and  ambition  muft  needs 
engender  ftrife  and  confufion^  as  it  is  not 
to  be  expe^ed,  that  thofe  worldly  men 
will  be  fo  much  mortified  in  their  paffions, 
as  to  bear  with  patience  the  difrefpeftful 
behaviour  of  others,  and  not  endeavour 
to  refent  it,  even  tho'  their  own  haughty 
behaviour  has  given  the  firft  caufe  of  of- 
fence. 
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fence.     Nay,  how  oft  do  the  wile  mea 
of  the  world  find  tumuhs  and  divifions  ne- 
cefTary  to  bring  about  their  interefted  de- 
figns ;  how  oft  do  they  rejoice  in  them  iii 
fecret,  as  happy  occafions  of  fhowing  the     . 
iLiperior  abilities  they  pretend  to 3  and  che- 
riih  and  foment  them  as  the  effeflual  in- 
ilruments  of  raifing  them  to  their  wiili'd 
for  greatnefs.     But  the  truly  wife  man,  as 
he  has  no  defigns  to  purfue  that  are  in-^ 
confident  with  the  interefts  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  and  as  he  is  under  the  influence 
of  no  unfocial  paflion  that  can  render  his 
behaviour  offenfive  to  thofe  about  him  3 
fo  he  muft  of  courfe  live  peaceably  with 
all  men.    He  will  delight  in  peace,  as  the 
befl  means  to  bring  about  thofe  honour- 
able purpofes  he  purfaes  of  promoting  his 
own  happincfs  by  the  good  and  virtuous 
eovernment  -of  his  mind  and  affections, 
and  of  advancing  the  welfare  of  mankind. 
This  and  the  former  character  are  well  put 
together  in  that  precept  of  the  apoftle  to 
the  Hebre%vs ;   Follow  peace  with  all  men^ 

and 
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and  IxMmjs,    (or  purity)   "ivithout  which  no 
?ncm  fiall  fee  the  Lord.  * 

But  this  wifdom  is  not  on\y  peaceable^ 
but  gentle,  humane  and  moderate.  True 
wifdom  will  be  fo  far  from  harbouring 
any  of  thofe  paffions  that  are  injurious  and 
offenfive  to  our  neighbour,  and  that  di- 
ftiirb  the  peace  of  fociety,  that  it  will  in- 
fpire  us  with  an  amiable  fweetnefs  of  tem- 
per. Kere  we  receive  fome  light  frorii 
the  oppofite  charader,  which  Solo?non  de- 
fcribes  of  thofe  who  are  over-wife  afid  righ^ 
teotis  Qver-7mich,  There  are  men  who  af- 
fe<fl  an  uncommon  aufterity  and  ftri6lnefs, 
who,  by  their  morofe  zeal  and  ill-timed 
feverity,  deter  people  from  their  compa- 
ny, and  reprefcnt  wifdom,  religion  and 
virtue  in  a  very  unpleafant  light  3  who, 
by  an  exceffive  iliffnefs  and  folemnity  of 
behaviour,  and  an  affedlation  of  extraor- 
dinary gravity  on  every  the  leail  occafion, 
feem  to  difcover  the  inward  fentiments  of 

*Heb.  xii.  14. 
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their  hearts  to  be,  that  they  are  the  only 
wife  me?i,  and  that  wijdo7n  will  die  with  them-y 
and  that  they  confider  it  as  an  inftance  of 
condefcenfion,  when  they  daign  to  con- 
verfe  with  their  fellow-creatures.  This  is 
the  fpirit,  thefe  are  the  manners  of  falfe 
wifdom.  But  true  wifdom  will  make  the 
generous  love  to  mankind,  that  glows  in 
our  breafls,  appear  in  an  engaging  affabi- 
lity and  complaifance  to  thofe  we  converfe 
with.  Under  the  influence  of  this  noble 
principle,  inftead  of  indulging  a  four,  a 
peevifli  or  angry  temper,  on  any  little  vexa- 
tions we  may  meet  with  from  them,  wc 
will  look  upon  thefe  with  indifference,  as 
what  we  muft  expedl  from  the  unavoid- 
able weakneffes  and  infirmities  of  human 
nature,  and  will  demonftrate,  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  kind  friendly  behaviour, 
that, we  have  overlooked  thefe  fmall  fail- 
ings.- Inflead  of  giving  way  to  any  unbe- 
coming heat  and  fury,  upon  any  acciden- 
tal oppofition  of  fentiments,  or  clafhing  of 
interefts,  the  truly  wife  man  will  bear  it 

with 
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With  a  noble  conflancy  and  equality  of 
temper  -,  knowing,  that  it  is  as  abfurd  to 
expedl,  in  the  prefent  jftatc  of  things,  that 
his- friend  fhall  always  think  as  he  thinks, 
or  always  concur  in  the  fame  purfuits,  and 
never  have  any  worldly  intercfts  feparate 
from  his,  as  it  would  be  to  expedt  that  he 
fhall  have  the  fame  features  and  linea- 
ments of  face.  He  will  fupport  his  own 
opinions  and  interefts  with  calmnefs  and 
fairnefs,  and  treat  his  friend  that  differs 
from  him  with  candour,  moderation  and 
gentlenefs. 

But  further,  this  wifdom  is  eqfy  to  be 
entreated^  or,  as  it  may  be  better  rendered, 
eafy  to  be  perfuaded.  If  any  one  have  given 
offence  to  the  truly  wife  man,  he  will  ea-^ 
lily  be  perfuaded  to  forgive  him.  If  he 
himfelf  has  been  in  a  miflake,  he  will  pa- 
tiently hear  what  others  can  fay  for  red:i- 
fying  his  error,  and  will  not  perfift  in  it 
againfl  found  reafon  offered  to  the  contra- 
ry. He  will  liflen  to  any  good  advice  that  is 
B  b  2  given 
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given  him,  and  will  not  be  hard  to  be 
wrought  upon  by  the  entreaties  of  thofe 
that  defire  his  favour  and  affiftance.  All 
this  I  take  to  be  included  in  this  wifdom's 
being  eafy  to  be  entreated.  It  is  not  being 
eafy  to  be  moved  merely  by  noife  and  im- 
portunity, without  reafon,  again  ft  the  fet- 
tled judgment  of  a  man's  mindj  this 
would  be  levity  and  folly :  but  it  imports 
an  eaiinefs  to  liften  to  every  thing  that  can 
in  reafon  be  propofed  to  him,  and  a  rea- 
dinefs  to  alTent  and  comply  as  foon  as  ever 
he  is  convinced  thereby. 

Bigotry  is  the  offspring  of  pride  and 
ignorance,  and  a  very  defpicable  charaftet 
it  forms.  As  this  was  very  remarkable  in 
the  Jews^  v/hom  the  apoftle  has  here  par- 
ticularly in  his  eye,  fo  it  is  a  frequent  at- 
tendant of  falfe  wifdom.  Men  have  fuch 
an  overweening  opinion  of  themfelves,  fo 
low  an  opinion  of  others,  that  they  con- 
sider their  own  notions  as  fo  many  oracles 
and  inconteftable  principles ;  they  defpife 

what- 
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whatever  is  faid  againft  them,  are  deaf  to 
reafon,  and  incapable  of  convidion  ;  or, 
if  the  force  of  truth  make  any  impreffion 
on  their  minds,  they  are  too  proud  to  ac- 
knowledge it,  and  would  think  it  a  de- 
grading of  themfelves  to  own  they  had 
been  in  an  error.-  But  as  true  wifdom  in- 
fpires  a  man  with  rneeknefs  and  humility, 
fo  it  gives  him  fuch  a  love  of  truth,  that 
lie  will  embrace  it  and  rejoice  in  it,  from 
whatever  quarter  it  comes,  and  however 
oppofite  it  may  be  to  his  former  darling  o- 
pinions,  which  perhaps  he  has  pubHflied 
and  defended.  His  ingenuous  fotfl  can- 
not ftand  or  refill  the  force  of  evidence, 
and  will  rather  give  truth  the  victory,  than 
at  the  expence  of  truth  contend  for  con- 
quell:  over  one  whom  he  may  think  a 
weaker  adverfary,  Had  men  always  been 
ruled  by  fuch  noble  and  worthy  principles 
as  thefe,  the  church,  the  world  had  never 
been  troubled  with  fo  many  controverlies 
and  difputes  of  tedious  length  and  ufelefs 
bulk.     But  men,  for  the  moft  part,  are 
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fcarce  well  engaged  In  thefe  debates,  but 
the  truth  is  immediately  out  of  queftion ; 
and  the  only  conteft  is,  which  of  the  two 
fhall  be  reckoned  the  learnedeft  man  and 
the  acuteft  difputant  -,  which  iliall  give  the 
laft  blow,  or  fhall  iirft  leave  the  field  of 
battle.  This  is  a  weaknefs  of  the  moft 
fcandalous,  the  moft  dangerous  kind,  and 
worfe  even  than  bigotry  itfelf.  The  truly 
wife  man,  as  nothing  but  fuperior  evidence 
will  ever  move  him  from  the  profeffion  of 
what  he  thinks  the  truth  5  fo  whenever 
this  appears,  he  will  embrace  its  welcome 
light,  and  no  mean  confideration  will  tempt 
him  to  difown  or  rejedt  it. 

The  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  as  it 
is  eafy  to  be  entreated^  fo  alfo  is,  Jtdl  of  mer- 
cy a?id  of  good  fruits,  Mercy  may  be  here 
taken  for  the  inward  principle,  and  good 
fridts  for  the  efFeft  of  this  principle  in  our 
outward  ac5tions.  Divine  wifdom  fills  men 
with  tendernefs  and  compaflion  towards 
thofe  that  are  miferable  in  any  refped:, 

whether 
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whether  it  be  from  their  infirmities  of  bo- 
d7  or  mind,  or  from  any  calamity  that  be- 
fals  them  from  without ;  it  fiippofes  them 
to  look  on  the  cafe  of  others  as  if  it  were 
tjieir  own;    to  have  an  inward  feeling  of 
their  unhappinefs,  and  confequently  to  do 
whatever  lyes  in  their  power  for  their  re-^ 
hef  or  affiftance ;    to  feed  the  hungry,    to 
clothe  the  naked,  tp  vifit  the  fick,  to  com- 
fort the  difconfolate,  to  inftrudt  the  igno- 
rant, to  admoniili  and  reclaim  tranfgref- 
fors  ;  thefe  are  the  good  fruits  which  na- 
turally fpring  from  the  mercy  here  men- 
tioned, of  which  the  apoftle  tells  us  the 
wife  man  is  full.     True  wifdom  will  be 
particularly  tender  and  compaflionate  to- 
wards thofe  who  Iiave   erred  from  the 
right  path,  either  in  their  principles  or 
pradice,  inclining  rather  to  fave  than  to 
deftroy  them,   and  trying  every  poffiblc 
laudable  means  of  bringing  them  back  to 
a  right  mind.    If  a  pure  and  well-temper- 
ed zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  a  ten- 
der pity  and  compaffion  for  our  brethren 
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ars  the  principles  (as  they  ought  to  be) 
by  which  we  are  acftcd,  thefe  principles 
will  fliow  themfclves  by  their  goodjndfs.^ 
they  will  never  bring  forth  ill-nature  and 
malice,  violence  and  cruelt)^,    force  and 
perfecution.     Thefe  principles  will  never 
lead  us  to  make  havock  of  mens  bodies  for 
the  good  of  their  fouls,  or  to  imagine,  that 
ftripes  and  chains,  racks  and  tortures  are 
the  proper  means  to  convert  the  finner, 
inftrud:  the  ignorant,  or  reduce  the  erro- 
neous.    Thefe  pradices  mpft  flow  from 
other,  and  from  bafer  motives :    and  as 
pvery  wife  man  muft  fee  that  they  are  un- 
fit to  bring  about  the  end  they  pretend  to 
propofe,    fo  he  that  is  endowed  with  this 
heavenly  wifdom,  of  which  mercy  makes 
a  chief  charader,    will  abhor  them  as 
worfe  than  thofe  evils  they  pretend  to 
cure.     But  if  his  brother,  who  has  gone 
aftray,  can  be  reduced  by  all  the  ads  of 
charity,  the  teflimonies  of  love,  and  good 
offices  of  friendfhip,    by  all  the  force  of 
feafpn  and  perfuafion,   by  the  mofl  con- 
vincing 
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vincing  proof  of  his  love  and  concern  for 
him,  thefe  he  will  not  fail  to  ufc,  for  thefe 
are  the  good  fruits  of  his  77iercy  towards  his 
brethren.  This  is  the  wifdom  which  dif- 
covers  itfelf  to  have  truly  come  from  a- 
kcuc^  even  from  God  the  Father  of  all 
good,  wbo  defireth  the  happinefs  of  his 
creatures  ;  who  is  the  Lord  God  nicrcifid 
and  gracious^  long-fiffering^  and  foiD  to  an- 
ger^  not  willing  that  any  Jhcidd  perijl\  but 
that  they  JJxuld  turn  from  their  ways  and 
h^-e;  from  that  God,  who  hath  command- 
ed us  to  i?e  followers  of  hi /n  as  dear  children, 
and  to  he  merciful  as  oi0-  Father  in  heaven  is 
mercifuL 

This  mercy  and  all  the  former  graces, 
the  apoftle  tells  us,  the  truly  wife  man 
will  exercife  without  partiality^  or  with- 
out putting  a  difference  between  man  and 
man.  This  was  the  intolerable  vice  of 
the  ^ews},  they  confined  all  their  love, 
(:harity  and  beneficence  firft  to  their  own 
pation,  and  when  that  was  fpjit  into  par- 
ties. 
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tics,  next  to  the  fadion  they  had  johicd 
with.       This   narrow    contrafted   fplrit 
made  them  odious  even  to  the  heathen 
world,  whofe  writers  we  find  reprefenting 
them  in  the  blackeft  colours,  for  this  very 
reafon,  as  refufing  to  fliow  the  way  to  a 
wandering  ftranger,    or  denying  him  a 
draught  of  water  tho'  dying  for  thirft. 
Of  this  likewife  our  bleffedSaviour  couches 
a  very  fliarp   reproof  in  the  parable  of 
the   Samaritan  and  the   wounded   man. 
And  this  perhaps  is  too  much  the  vice  of 
many  Chriftians,  that  they  confine  their 
charity  to  one  party  and  denomination  of 
Chriftians ;   they  are  blind  to  the  higheft 
worth  and  merit,  if  it  be  on  a  different 
fide  from  them,  and  equally  blind  to  the 
greateft  faults  and  blemifhes  in  thofe  of 
their  own  way :   they  will  fearch  into 
private  charadters,  and  put  the  worft  con- 
ftru<!ilion  they  can  invent  on  the  moft  in- 
different a£lions  of  thofe  that  diiFer  frort^ 
them  'y  whereas  the  zealots  on  their  own 
fide  are  fure  to  have  the  greateft  crimes 
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apologized  for,  and  the  worfl:  chara(5ler 
varniflied  over  and  fet  off  in  the  bed 
lieht. 


■i5' 


But  the  truly  wife  man  will  judge  of 
others  according  to  their  true  and  real 
charafters,  and  not  as  prejudice  or  paffion 
are  apt  to  difguife  them:  as  he  will  take  no 
pleafure  in  raking  into  the  vices,  of  men 
of  any  fide,  fo  he  will  acknowledge  and 
honour  merit,  wherever  it  appears.  His 
foul  is  too  great  to  be  moved  with  thefc 
petty  diilindions  and  differences  that  make 
fuch  deep  impreffions  on  the  minds  of 
others,  and  warp  both  their  judgment  and 
their  affedlions.  He  obferves  a  generous 
uniformity  in  his  beneficence  to  mankind, 
and  embraces  as  his  friend  a  good  and 
virtuous  man,  in  whatever  company  he 
finds  him. 

But  this  impartiality  is  to  be  fliown 
not  only  in  our  judgments  of  men  and 
our  behaviour  towards  them,  but  likewife 
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in  our  judgment  of  opinions.  It  directs  us 
not  to  allow  the  prejudices  of  education, 
or  our  veneration  for  any  particular  fet  of 
men,  fo  to  enflave  our  minds^  as  (without 
examination)  implicitly  to  receive  any 
fcheme  of  dodlrine,  or  blindly  to  rejeft 
whatever  may  be  contrary  to  it. 

The  apoftle  concludes  his  account  o^the 
ivifJom  which  comethfrom  above ^  by  telling 
us  that  it  is  without  hypocrify  or  diffimul- 
ation ;  which  may  either  fignify ,  that  it  will 
not  delight  in  vain  oftentation,  as  hypo- 
crites are  wont  to  do,  whofe  higheft  de- 
fign  being  to  gain  the  efteem  of  men,  they 
will  take  the  utmoft  pains  to  proclaim 
their  own  goodnefs,  to  divulge  their  piety 
and  pretended  virtues  and  good  qualities 
before  the  world,  True  wifdom,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  will  do  all  that  it  can 
juftly  to  deferve  the  applaufe  of  men, 
will  yet  be  fo  humble  and  modeft,  as 
rather  to  ihun  than  to  court  it.  Or  in  the 
more  common  acceptation  of  the  word, 
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the  phrafe  here  ufed  may  denote  being 
without  diflimulation,  honeft  and  fincere. 
The  truly  wife  man  will  abhor  all  trick 
and  deceit,  will  neither  be  double  fac'd 
nor  double  minded  -,  will  not  btefs  with  his 
mouth  and  curfe  inwardly ^  /peaking  lies  in 
hypocrify ;  will  be  affable,  civil  and  courte- 
ous to  thofe  he  converfes  with,  but  will 
never  defcend  to  bafe  flattery,  or  footh 
bad  men  with  compKments  which  his 
heart  tells  him  they  do  not  deferve.  He 
will  not,  by  a  friendly  behaviour,  cover  an 
unfriendly  mind,  cover  hatred  by  deceit, 
or  iniinuate  himfelf  into  the  confidence 
of  any  man  with  a  defign  to  fupplant  and 
betray  him.  His  whole  behaviour  to- 
wards his  fellow-creatures  will  be  nothing 
more  than  the  expreffion  of  the  inward 
refpecfl  and  love  he  really  bears  to  them 
in  his  heart.  The  heart  cf  the  wife  teacheth 
his  mouthy  but  he  that  fiattereth  his  ?ieigh" 
hour  fpreadeth  a  net  for  his  feet-,  and  a  flat  ^ 
tering  mouth  worketh  ruin. 

The 
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The  apoftle  concludes  the  chapter, 
verfe  i  Sth,  And  the  fruit  of  right eoiifnefs 
is  foiin  in  peace  of  them  that  7nake  peace. 
Which  words  may  admit  of  two  different 
interpretations.  As  the  great  defign 
which  the  apoftle  has  in  view,  as  was  be- 
fore noticed,  is  to  correct  the  pride,  wrath 
and  malice  which  prevailed  among  thofe 
he  wrote  to,  Vv^hich  he  does  by  laying  be- 
fore them  its  bad  confequences,  ftrife  and 
confufiony  and  reprefenting  how  inconfift- 
ent  it  was  with  that  true  and  heaven- 
ly wifdom,  which  infpires  men  wdth 
gentlenefsy  peace^  and  mercy  :  in  this  verfe 
he  may  be  underidood  as  fhowing  the  ad- 
vantages of  following  this  true  wifdom, 
rather  than  indulging  fuch  noxious  paf- 
fions.  The  fruity  the  reward  of  righteouf 
nefs  isfown  in  peace  5  is  kept  and  referved 
in  a  happier,  a  more  peaceful  and  glorious 
ftate  hereafter,  of  them  that  makepeace^  that 
is,  for  them  that  are  endued  with  this 
wifdom,  which  delights  in  peace.  The 
fruits  are  the  reward  of  the  toil  of  the 

huiband- 
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husbandman ;  thefe  fruits  may  be  faid  to 
be  fown,  when  that  feed  is  fown  which  by 
the  bleffing  of  God  will  produce  them. 
The  apoftle  therefore  tells  us  that  peace  is 
a  feed,    which  whoever  fows,   it  will  by 
the  goodnefs  of  God  yield  to  him  the 
ff'nits  of  right eoiifnefs  -,   the  like  figure  is 
ufed  by  the  pfalmift,  Light  is  fown  for  the 
righteous,  and  gladnefs  for  the  upright  in 
heart ;  and  by  the  wife  man,   7o  him  that 
foweth  righteoufnefsj  JJjall  be  a  Jure  reward-, 
fow  toyourfehesin  righteoufnefs ^{?iys>  the  pro- 
phet, a?id  reap  in  mercy. 

Others  again  conceive  the  apofllc 
here  to  be  anfwering  an  objection  that 
might  be  raifed  againft  what  he  had  faid* 
Shall  we  by  our  gentlenefs  and  meeknefs 
indulge  and  cherifh  the  wickedncfs  of  o- 
thers  ?  Ought  we  not  rather  to  ufe  all  our 
zeal  to  punifh  and  root  it  out  ?  The  truly 
wife  men,  fays  the  apoftle,  by  his  com- 
pafTion  and  meeknefs  neither  favours  nor 
connives  at  vice  and  wickednefs,  but  will 
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torreft  it  with  ftich  moderarion  as  Is 
tonliilent  with  good  order  and  peace,  and 
fliall  thereby  always  have  moft  fuceefs  en 
the  minds  of  men.  Like  a  wife  phyfician, 
he  will  trea'c  his  patient  foftly  and  tender- 
ly, will  not  immediately  apply  the  laft  and 
moft  dreadful  remedies,  but  referve  them, 
till  he  has  tried  thofe  of  a  milder  nature 
without  fuceefs.  Thus,  in  peace ^  that  is, 
by  the  moft  endearing  means  of  perfuafi- 
dn  and  kindnefs,  in  the  fpirit  of  meeknefs, 
will  the  wife  man  who  follows  peace yjie; 
the  fruits  of  righteoiifnefs  \  correal  the  vices 
and  reform  the  lives  of  thofe  who  have 
gone  aftray,  and  bring  them  to  the  praftice 
of  righteoufnefs  with  infinitely  greater  fuc^ 
cefs  than  thofe,  whofe  unbridled  zeal  puts 
all  things  into  diforder  ^  whofe  harfhnefs 
and  feverity  may  well  frighten  men,  or  raife 
their  hatred  and  deteftation,  but  will  never 
fucceed  fo  as  to  perfuade  or  gain  them. 

I   SHALL   conclude  this  difcourfe  by 
recommending  to  our  ftudy  and  pradlice 
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this  heavenly  wifdom,  in  the  beautiful 
words  of  Solomon^  who  introduces  wifdom 
herfelf  addrefTmg  us  in  a  moft  pathetical 
manner  :  Now  therefore  hearken  unto  me 
ye  children^  for  hlejfed  are  they  who  keep  my 
ways\  hear  injlruBion  and  be  wife  ^  and  refufe 
it  not.  Bleffed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me, 
watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at  the 
pofts  of  my  doors-,  for  whofo  findeth  me 
findeth  life,  and  fhall  obtain  favour  of  the 
Lord.  But  he  that  fnneth  againfi  me 
wrongeth  his  own  foul :  all  they  that  hate  me 
love  death.  ^ 

*Prov.  viii.  32—36. 
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